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Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

PhilH rrrmTnak aged as young 
as ten will be placed under 
“bouse arrest” using electron- 
ic tags attached to their anus or 
legs, under controversial Gov- 
ernment proposals to be an- 
nounced utter this month. 

The measure, in which par- 
ents of juvenile offenders wfl] 
also face fines if their children 
break their curfew orders, will 
be introduced as an amendment 
to the Crime Bill, The Inde- 
pendent has learnt. 

Labour and probation offi- 
cers last night condemned the 
move as poticy by stealth and ar- 
gued that it was side-stepping 
proper parliamen tary debate. 

John .Major first unveiled 
the proposals, which are aimed 
at teenage tearaways who van- 
dalise and terrorise communi- 
ties, at the Tbiy party 
conference in October, but 
there was no mention of the 
scheme in the Queen's Speech. 

, The use of electronic tags has 
already caused a furore after an 
inconclusive, and at times fail- 
ing, 17-month trial involving 
adults. 

Under the amendment, it is 
understood that magistrates 
wiD be able to sentence juvenile 
offenders, aged from 10 to 16, 
to a curfew order enforced by 
an electronic monitoring device. . 
Up to 50,000 young offenders 
could be eligible for the tags, al- 
though only a tiny proportion 
would expect to be fitted. 

The new court order would 
be aimed at offences such as 
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family background and would 
be considered disruptive. They 
believe tags would worsen mat- 
ters and youngsters mil ignore 
the curfews. 

Tagging works by attaching an 
electronic transmitter bracelet 
to the ankle or wrist of the of- 
fender. It is worn at all times and 
triggers a warning signal to a 
monitoring centre via a tele- 
phone line when an offender 
leaves home. 

It is understood that Home 
Office officials arestfll drawing 
up the details of the amendment 
and that ministers w21 argue 
that the measures were not in- 
cluded in the Crime Bill because 
they were not completed at 
the time of the Queen's Speech. 

Harry Fletcher, assistant gen- 
eral secretary of the Association 
of Probation Officers, said: 
“For the last 60 years the focus 
of legislation has been on the 
liberty of the child. Thgging 
turns the dock back. Hus mea- 


sure is about the best interests 
jjf^the politicians - not young 

“This is symptomatic of the 
whole approach to the Crime 
BQL It's being rushed through 
Parliament with extra clauses 
added loo late in the day’ to al- 
low proper debate and discus- 
sion." 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, be limes - like his op- 
posite number. Jack Straw -that 
a strong dampdown on young 
offenders is a vote-winner. 

He has already surprised 
MPs by announcing that pro- 
posals to “name and shame" 
young thugs, who at present re- 
main anonymous in court cas- 
es, and to take away driving 
licences as a punishment for all 
kinds of offences will be added 
as amendments at the Crime 
Bill's committee stage. 

In addition, a Private Mem- 
ber’s Bill will seek to ban drink- 
ing in public by those under 18 
years old. Hie Crime Bill al- 
ready includes proposals to use 
electronic tags to monitor cur- 
few orders placed on persistent 
petty offenders, such as fine de- 
faulters, aged 16 and over. 

Labour argues that lagging 
can only be part of the solution 
to deal with young offenders. 
Jack Straw said: “It can only 
be a limited response to the 
crisis in the youth justice sys- 
tem." 

However Labour are unwill- 
ing to reveal whether they 
would back or oppose the 
amendment on juveniles, fear- 
ful of being labelled “soft on 
crime". 
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Wales, and in Scotland, cannot 
access Scotland Yard’s list 

Social services and other 
statutory authorities must in- 
form police of known missing 
.persons. But officially reported 
people may only be the tip of 
^Britain’s “missing'’ iceberg. 

-A HamUies wishing to avoid 
^police involvement, can confi- 
dentially inform the National 
Missing ■ Person Helpline 
(NAff H) . The charity compiles 

the National Missing: Persons 
Register, currently holding 
14,000 names. 

Yesterday, both the NMPH 
and leading children^ charities 
called on the Government to 


Co-founder of the NMPH, 
MaiyAspery, said : “Not all par- 
ents report missing persons to 
the pohee. If parents fear their 
problem children may be in- 
volved with the police, they of- 
ten come to us; Some go to no 
one because it is the family that 
is the source of the trouble.". 

Ian Sparks, chief executive of 
TheCMdren’s Society, said: “A 


“Just two weeks ago, an 
NSPCC inquiry set out the 


main at borne from 6pm to 6am. 

Included in the order would 
be a “bind-over 5 ' condition on 
the child’s parents or parent. If 
the young offender breached 
their curfew order or damaged 
their tag, the mother and or fa- 
ther would be liable for a fine, 
possibly up to £1,000. The 
young offenders would be sent 
back to court for a new sen- 
tence. 

Penal reformers argue that 
the type of teenager likely to re- 
ceive the new punishment 
would already have an unstable 
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persons register is essential for 

measuring file scale of the prob- 
lem mid determining what ser- 
vices are offered." 

Bob Lewis, president of the 
Association of Directors of So- 


people throughout the country," 
he said. “Now there is evidence 
that there may be thousands 
of young people who leave care 
without anyone in authority 
knowing where they have 
gone." . 

Gloucestershire county coun- 
cil and Gloucestershire police 
refused to comment on the 
chnfr report, saying they would 
wait until it was officially pub- 
lished next week. However, 
yesterday the council was 
considering postponing the 
publication.. 
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Zaire rescue fails 
France appeared yesterday to 
have foiled in its bid to muster 
a multinational force to inter- 
vene in the border region of 
eastern Zaire. Page 12 

Mantonvk&xy 

Teachers at Manton Junior 
School in Nottinghamshire 
will return to work- after the 
mother of a 10-year-old boy 
who sparked a strike agreed to 
move him. PagelO 
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significant shorts 


Ashdown reveals the big hole 


Dangerous JG Ballard 
prisoner flees defends sex 
at supermarket and cars film 


at the heart of British politics 


A dangerous prisoner was 
on the run last night after 
giving guards the slip during 
a stop at a supermarket to 
use the lavatory. 

Police warned the public 
not to approach Hugh 
MacFarlen, 25, who 
disappeared from Asda in 
High Wycombe. 
Buckinghamshire. 

He was being taken from 
Builingdon Prison. 
Oxfordshire, to Islewonh 
Crown Court in London, 
where he was due to appear 
for breach of a probation 
order. 

MacFarlen was being 
transported by Premier 
Prison Services, a company 
based in Bracknell, 
Berkshire, which was unable 
to comment- A police 
spokesman said: “An 
extensive search has been 
launched." 


The controversial film Crush 
was defended by the novelist 
JG Ballard, on whose book 
it is based, and by the 
director, David Cronenberg. 

A stylised portrayal of car 
accidents as erotic, it is to be 
distributed in Britain by 
Columbia TriStax if passed 
for viewing. 

Mr Cronenberg defended 
the film as a “metaphor". Mr 
Ballard said: “In many ways 
the film goes even further 
than the book I wrote. If you 
read the book there is 
clearly an attempt going on 
to justify the extraordinary 
events being described.” 
David Lister 


John Rentoul 

Political Correspondent 


The big issues of modem poli- 
tics are being “ducked" in (he 
run-up to the election, spelling 
disaster for a Labour govern- 
ment if Tony Blair wins. Paddy 
Ashdown, the Liberal Democ- 
rat leader, warned last night. 

Citing green issues above all 
as the challenge being side- 
stepped, Mr Ashdown launched 
a blistering attack on the “pol- 
itics of quietude”. He told a ral- 
ly in London: “In the battle of 
the spin doctors and sound- 


bites, the really big issues aren’t 
being debated. That, we are 


‘Fitness’ issue 


being debated. That, we are 
told, is the way it must be. It's 
the only way to win elections. 

“Hasn’t Bill Clinton’s victo- 
ry proved it? No tough messages 


please. Puff small things up into 
big ones and ignore the realiy 
big ones altogether." 

In a pointed reference to Mr 
Blair's drive to appeal to the 
Tore-voting middle class, be 
described the lesson Labour 
seemed to learn from America 
as: “Don’t frighten the horses 
- above alL don’t frighten the 
middle classes." 

He came dose to admitting 
that Mr Blair would win, with 
another dig at Labour’s close 
(inks with President Clinton's 
twice- victorious campaign tram 
“The politics of quietude may 
prove - it has proved for Pres- 
ident Clinton and Labour hopes 
it will prove for Tony Blair - a 
winning strategy for the election. 
But I cannot t hink of a worse 
strategy for a successful gov- 



Last week, they set up a 
joint committee at shadow cab- 
inet level to work on a common 
programme. of constitutional 
reform, while this week home 
affairs spokesmen Jack Straw 
and Alex Carlile jointly pre- 
sented plans to ban combat 
knives to the Home Office. 

But in his speech to a Real 
World rally, organised by a 
coalition of green, anti-pover- 


Bumlng issues: But the ‘politics of quietude* prefers to 
avoid real controversy for fear of frightening the voters 


ty and global social justice 
groups, Mr Ashdown said: 


ernment after the election,” he 
said. 

He said Britain was “sleep- 
walking into the next century, 
and into disasters which are in- 
evitable if we will not face up 
to what is ahead”. 


The fierce criticism of Mr 
Blair's strategy is a significant 
marker of the distance still re- 
maining between the liberal 
Democrats and Labour after a 
series of recent instances of the 
two parties working together. 


groups, Mr Ashdown said: 
“Someone said to me recently: 
'The real problem about our 
politics today is that there are 
no really big issues to confront 
us*. Nonsense. Indeed, exactor 
the opposite is the truth — 


isn't that the issues are small 
The issues are huge, it’s the 


ideas that are small, and be- 
cause the ideas are small, the 
politicians are getting smaller 
too." 

He went on: “The deterio- 
ration of the global environment 
is the most serious and difficult 
practical and real challenge 
that faces humankind today." 

He caficd forgovernment ac- 
tion to conserve energy, phase 
out nuclear power, boost re- 
newable sources of energy and 
charge drivers forpolhiting ehv 
roads. And he repeated his call 
for taxes to be shifted “away 
from things we want more of - 
like jobs- on to the things we 
want less of, like pollution". 

.Labour politicians have con- 
sidered advocating a pollution 
tax but have rejected it as too 
risky before an dectioo. ^ 


on war crimes 


Jailed mother 
will appeal 


Ruth Neave. cleared last 
week of murdering her son 
Rikki, six, is to appeal 
against her seven-year jail 
sentence for child cruelly 
and other offences. 

Her lawyers believe that 
the sentence was too long 
and that the judge at 
Northampton Crown Court. 
Mr Justice Popjslewell. had 
not taken sufficient account 


A jury may be asked to 
decide whether an 85-vear- 
old man accused in Britain's 
first war crimes trial is fit to 
plead when he appears at the 
Old Bailey next year. 

Mr Justice Potts decided 
to hold two preliminary 


hearings before Szymon 
Serafinowicz stands trial 


Serafinowicz stands trial on 
22 January. 

Defence lawyers are 
expected to urge at the fust 
that the case be thrown out 
under an abuse of process 
argument. That is set 
provisionally for next month. 
Serafinowicz's fitness to 
plead will Be decided at the 


Blair on 
Major’s 
home 
ground 


John Rentoul 

Political Correspondent 



of the trauma Neave. 28, had second. The retired 


suffered as th^result of her 
son’s death. 


10000 hours 
wasted cri Bill 


carpenter from Banstead, 
Surrey, who was in court 
■ yesterday, faces three 
. ^‘chaiges^f juasd^riae^ws 
between 1941 and 1942 in 
Belarus. 


The Government wasted 
nearly 10,000 hours of civil 
servants’ time this year 
preparing a Bill to stop big 
companies cutting prices to 
force competitors out of 
business, which was dropped 
from the Queen’s Speech, a 
minister admitted. 

The measures in the Bill, 
which could have curbed 
Rupert Murdoch’s ability to 
exploit his domination of the 
newspaper and new 
television markets, have 
been promised by the 
Government since 19S8. 

This year alone, the civil 
service devoted 1.4 person- 
years to drawing up a 
consultation document in 
March, and a further 321 
person-years to a draft Bill 
in August, John Taylor, trade 
and industry minister, told 
Kim Howells, a Labour 
spokesman. John Rentoul 


Father of eight 
spurns home 


An unemployed man with 
eight children is refusing to 
move his family back into a 
house the local council has 
pepared for them by making 
two properties into one, 
because it has only one 
garden. Philip Smith, 41, 
already has a quarter of an 
acre garden in Upton 
Scudamore, near Warminster, 
Wiltshire. The conversion 
cost £45,000. 


Pedal power 


The mayor of Walsall has 
replaced his Daimler 
Sovereignwith a bicycle, to 
save money. Richard 
Wo trail's white bicycle now 
sports a red mayoral pendant. 


Tony Blair laid claim to John 
Major’s home turf last night, 
speaking to young people in the 
district once represented 'by 
the Prime Minister as a Lam- 
beth councillor in Brixton, south 
London. 

While the.. Labour leer’s 
aides cast doubt on the au- 
thenticity of Mr Major's claim 
to humble origins, Mr Blair as- 
serted Labours right to speak 
for the deprived inner dues. 

He said his mainly black and 
young audience would have 
the same question as any oth- 
er audience. “What difference 
will Labour make to me and to 
my community?" And his an- 
swer would also be the same: 
“Young people in Brixton want 
the same as young people any- 
where else - a role in Kfe, a good 
education, the chance of a job, 
a life free of crime, and a de- 
cent standard of living for them- 
selves and their families.” 

The Labour leader told his 
audience he wanted the alien- 
ated youth of the inner cities to 
re-engage in the democratic 
life of the nation. 

He accused the Tories of 
wanting to breed cynicism and 
apathy, and drew attention to 
The Independent's report this 
week that two million people, 
mostly in the inner cities, are not 
registered to vote, and urged his 
audience to vote for anvone. “I 









Supporting role: Cherie Blair in Brixton last night where her husband took up a challenge to meet young people 


Photograph: Adrian Dennis 


would rather someone voted 
Tory than not at all,” he said. 

He invoked the example of 
President Mandela. “If there is 
anyone who can teach us the 
value of having a vote it is Nel- 
son Mandela, who fought all his 
life to bring democracy to his 
country," he said. 

Earlier, writing in the London 
Evening Standard , he signalled 


that he thought a directly-elect- 
ed Mayor ofLondon was more 


ed Mayor of London was more 
important than a new slimline 
GLC to reviving interest in vot- 
ing. “We must improve the 


quality of our democracy. That 
is why 1 am so keen on ine idea 


ed authority for London.” 

Mr Blair was invited to a 
question-and-answer session by 


the StockwdJ Park Estate Com- 
munity Trust, and said he had 
been “delighted” to accept the 
challenge. He said a similar in- 
vitation to the Prime Minister 
had been turned down. 

Although Mr Mrgor was at 
the Anglo-French summit yes- 
terday, the invitation was for a 
debate at any time. 

A spokesman for Tory Cen- 


tral Office yesterday dismissed 
suggestions that Mr Major was 
reluctant to stage a face-to-face 
debate with Mr Blair. “You 
only have to look at the record 
of Labour in Lambeth to know 
why Mr Major is a Conservative, 
ana to know why Labour poli- 
cies have been disastrous for the 
people there,” he said. 

Mr Major reminded the Tory 


conference in Bournemouth 
last year of his early years in 
Brixton, immortalised in the po- 
litical broadcast “The Journey" 
before the last election, in which 
he murmured “It’s still there, it's 
still there”, as he drove past the 


small flat to which bis family had 
been forced to move from leafy 


been forced to move from leafy 
Worcester Park by the failure of 
hisfather's business. 
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College staff unite 
to strike over pay 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 
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More than 220 colleges and uni- 
versities throughout Britain 
face an unprecedented 24-hour 
pay strike by 100,000 employ- 
ees with the threat of worse dis- 
ruption to come. • • 

Leaders of a whole range of 
employees from professors to' 


porters yesterday announced a 
vote in favour of industrial ac- 


\ 




vote in favour of industrial ac- 
tion which wiD begin with a day- 
long stoppage on 19 November 
and continue with indefinite ac- 
tion short of strikes to “gum op 
the works”. 

More walkouts are possible 
and academics at the older uni- 
versities are considering a plan 
to disrupt examinations if man- 
agement refuses to improve its 
proposals on pay. 


varied from 38 per cent to 70 per 
cent among the eight organisa- 
tions involved The polls in 
favour of strikes varied be- 
tween 52 per cent and 76 per 
cent 

Employees' leaders, who 
have won the support of the Na- 
tional Union bf Students, are 
to mount picket lines on the. 
strike day and expect that some 
udn-uhion staff wffi'refuse to 
cross. 

; John Akker, general secre- 
tar y o f lecturers’ union 
NATFHE, whose membership 
is concentrated at the new uni- 
versities and colleges of further 
education, said the campaign 
was aimed at securing a rea- 
sonable new offer from man- 
agement rather than disrupting 
s£r\rices to students. 

The unions say that pay of 


Union leaders yesterday said ' employees in the sector varies 
the vote - in protest at a L5 per from an average £7^04 among 
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cent offer for most staff and 2 £ 
per cent for manual workers - 
was the first time in British aca- 
demic history that ail employ- 
ees in higher education had 
opted to strike on the same is- 
sue at the same time. - 
The aim on 19 November is 
to shut down the whole sector, 
although turnout in the ballots 


manual workers, £12,655 for 
white-collar staff and more 
th an £26,000 a year for top aca- 
demics. The salaries of senior 
dons had- been -tied to Hig h 
grade civil servants ami Mrs, 
but the. Whitehall mandarins 
were now paid £39,000 a year 
and parliamentarians £43,000. 

New lecturers at the older in- 


stitutions were paid around^ 
£15,000 a year and researchers m 
. at -the newer establishments 
earned just £9,000. 

Elaine Harrison, bead’ bf 
public service union Unison, 
said theofiermeam only lOp an 
hour to her members. 

“The ballot result sends oiu 
a dear message that Unison 
membersareangry with this de- 
risory and unfair offer. They are 
sick of bearing the brunt of gov- 
ernment cutbacks." 

Chris Kaufman of the TAans- 

E ort and General Workers' 
luion, said that, attempts by 
some institutions to table local 
offers had been rejected by the 
onions becahse they were intent ' 
on preserving national pay bar- 
gaining. However, such ges- 
tures showed there was more 
money in the system. 

Stephen Rouse, chief execu- 
tive of the. Universities and 
Cbneges Employers’ Associa-|j{a 


Colleges Employers’ Associa-ija 
uon, said management under-Tt 

St find thp ‘ nf staff. ^ 


stood . the ' feelings of staff, 
but dfff not have the funds to 
reward the “magnificent" con- 
tribution they hid made in in- 
creasing productivity. He said 
there had been: a cut in gov- 
ernment funding of 2.1 per 
cent in cash terms 
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- * Nigerian dissident who was ex- SSSSS 

protest and “icauKaa 
• • blm ° Connor nesTwith «1 profits. 

is giving a concert m Jus mem- In Mr North’s 
. piy, silent vigils will take place fished by The Indt 
mLondTO.andeve^petrolsta- teiday, Mr SairS-WHw 

subjected accused of n<mg the campaign 
to picketing by protesters. of the Ogtwdpecpte &sfrp5a 


more than a year. 

Mr Mltee defended himself 
ad an before the Nigerian TnflTrar y-flp- 
tad led pointed trib unal and was ac- 
toweis quitted. Nine other Ogoni 
pdki- activists, including Mr Saro- 
roppxtits Wiwa, were convicted and 


' Why I can’t 


was flatly re- Mr Mitee said he was M terri- 


lyncK true. All the while of his 
public life he did not have a By 
property in Nigeria Off 
where eke. . 

“It was not until later in life 
when he left the government 
and wem into trade that be was 
able to nuke decent mooqrwnfi 
which he was able to get the 


s has demon- 

strated that in his plays. 

"The importance' of this 
weekend is to draw attention to 
the sacrifice that Ken and the 
others have made and to ensure 
that actio os arc taken so that 


they did not die in vain.’ 

The controversy over Mr 


Campaigners aw concerned 
for the safety of 19 Qgcwn ac- 
tivists being held in jaifth Nige- 
ria. Yesterday it was revealed 
that relatives of Mr SarO-Wiwa 
and John Kpumen, aft Ogoni 
youth leader who waff hanged 
with him, had filed a federal law- 


. . . -- a 

the detention and subsequent 
hanging of the rwo men. 

A Shell spokesman denied 
that the company had caused 
environmental harm but said 
that the company was now 
looking for “reconciliation" 
with the Ogoni people. 
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Ken Wrwa 


f I have three main com- 
• plaints abont Richard D 


ss4 


• plaints abont Richard D 
_ North’s article in yester- 
day's Independent. They are se- 

- rious enough for me to demand 
a substantial retraction or seek 
legal action if I am not satisfied 
that my father’s reputation is not 
stained by unfounded aDega- 
dons contained in the piece. 

.. The main thrust of my griev- 
^ ance is as follows: 

? Mr North alludes to the 
“large house in Surrey" owned 

- by my late father. The definition 
of large here is highly con- 
tentious, and a simple check on 
the location, value - at time of 
purchase and current - wfl] 

' only lead your readers to the 
coxjdusion that not many, if any, 
T- residents of the area could af- 
' ford to send a child to Eton. 

The implication is that my fa- 
, (her was very wealthy, bat by 
Nigerian and British standards 

- and the evidence supplied in 
vour piece, he was not. Rather, 
he fails into the sector of pop- 
ulation who invesLtheirhard- 
eamed fortune in tbrir cfail- 

; dren’s'firture, not on osteotfe. 
tioos living. - • ' 

Second, Mr ’North asserts 
^ that‘^bin^^riahpjswid&« 
l ly be B^t^^ fiaaggedhis , 

- Deh^^^^^rf^Mny during 
the qyflwac. it would certain- 
ly explain his sudden afSufeoce 

• at that tnne^Tf he was aioriok, 
jtisno more than Nigerians ex- : 
pect of 'eadtJjther.* -. ■" ; . ■ 

Widely bebeved bp whomTT 
f As ajfoinw^s^I^^fodaedj 
^ 3 that such a crucial part ander^ 
tying the central theme of Mr ■ 
'*■* ^Narth’s^itideisiiotbackedby 
tf - any statement in fact. - V/ 
For argument’s sake* let me 
. . put my father’s ride of the sto- 
> ty to you: after the civil war, he 
worked ift the River State gov^ : 

_ eminent before resigning to 
go into business in 1973. Wfe 
, continued to live in the spadous 
. former colonial, house that 

• came with his government post 
even after he lot office; he reut- 

' ed the property from tbegov- 
... emmenL Id 1977^ four years 
L after leaving government, hav- 







The article by Richard D North in yesterday’s Independent 



picking up the phone and call- 
ing me at The Guardian. Or he 


would have done even better by 
reading any one of my father’s 
50 books, where he expounds at 


considerable length, and at per- 
sonal cost, on the lack of fi- 


sonal cost, on the lack of fi- 
nancial probity in Nigeria. And 
in this he was forever answer- 


hire Mr North by challenging 
anyone who asked to lay their 
accounts side-by-side with him 
and establishing who was .the 
more tainest man.' 

. . T 'chfiSeage Mr Nqrih to do 
theSame. Wty father’s fmanria! ^ 
affairs arestill there far evwy- 
.one, to inspect He has nothing 
to feardnt^riscore. 


..JCbgbara’s 

enofmdte- 


meu^fo murder”. Itis aroaring . 
ffiaf Mr North doesnot'poim' 
out that *ihe tribonal Witicb; 


This is the same tribunal 
which was condemned univer- 
sally -by John Major as “judi- 
cial murder”, by Michael 
Birnbaum, a British banister 
present at a portion of the tri- 
al, and by a UN investigation 
into the case. 

Perhaps Donu Kogbara. The 
Independent and Mr North 
should read the judges’ final 
summing-up in the flawed case. 
They might find their com- 
ments at best ignorant. 

Finally, on a "more philo- 
sophical note, I resent the spin 
put on the piece. 

Surety, as the title of your pa- 
per suggests, journalists are in- 
structed to form an opinion 
wjfft&t iHiddeqnfhience by in- » 
forested parties. Yet Mr North 



In memorfeHti'Supporters of Ken Saro-Wiwa, staging a vigil at Waterloo to mark the first anniversary of his death 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


fiew in Shell he&opteis and was 
shown around by the company. 

For- an independent assess- 
mentof Shell’s record in Delta, 
tatoigbLm passing, b&ve men- 
tioned Shell's own euviron- 
metifelisL, Bopp \fan Sessel, 
■v/b^ea^ysd nrprotest at the 
company's record in the region. 

3sitaspKcfe feet or Shells yer- 
sadn-of events? Why do you not 
make this distinction clear? By 
the methods which Mr North 
employs to in&zmyour readers. 
I am sure he oould no doubtfind 
a conflicting view of life at The 
Ridings School, 

Ultimately, by trying to taint 
my father with the same brush 
as the so-called “leaders” who 
have retraced one of the world’s 
largest (^-producing countries 
to one of the poorest in the 
world, Mr North displays a 
meanness of thought of the 
worstkmd. 

There^are many well-mean- 
ing people mNigeria, those who 
wmt hard to by to alleviate the 
crushing inequalities and mean- 
spiritedness in the society. As 


arid the ottarS found no evi- 
dence to back the ‘incitement 



ingi business - fuelled by the 


• in oil prices -my father bought 
his first house. 

Mr North could earity have 
: chedred his vexskm of events by 


Kan Whva: ‘North displays 
a meanness of thought* 


my father once said about Nige- 
ria, “the only wrong-doers are 
those who do no wrong”. l _ .\ 

Ii is sad that Mr North can- 
not recognise the spirit of a man. 
Yes, my father was no saint. 
That much 1 have admitted in 
many interviews. 

Perhaps your readere would 
be more likely to believe this 
coming from his son than from 
the daughter of a man who is a 
sworn enemy of my father? 
(But if you believe a man’s pri- 
vate life is any indication of his 
contribution to a society, then 
at least in your piece you may 
want to balance SheD's claims 






by looking into the private 
morals of former and current 




morals of former and current 
Shell executives.) 

FSnalty, iqy father could hard- 
ly be described as “poshly spo- 
ken.” He spoke with a heavy 
Nigerian accent, as anyone who 
knew him or who has heard his 
comments on Channel 4 docu- 
mentaries might attest 

It is a small point but ^ 
testimony to the blatant j 
bias of Mr North's article. ~ 
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At least five Britons were killed 
when a Nigerian airliner 
crashed only minutes before it 

! was due to land, it was con- 
firmed last night 
The British High Commis- 
sion in the Nigerian capital La- 
gos said that five British men 
were among the 141 p eople who 
died when the Boeing 757 came 
down at about 5pm on Thurs- 
day as it was nearing Lagos on 
an internal flight from the oO 
city of Fort Harcourt 
‘ Commission spokesman 
John \fetam said: “Vfc defi- 
nitety have five British men 
confirmed as passengers, bat we 
are trying to get more infor- 
mation cm reports there may be 
a sixth. We understand that 
the plane crashed about fiO • 
from Lagos and part of it 
has been seen xn a large lagoon. 

■*The terrain in the area is 
making it very diffi cult for res- 
cue teams to readi the crash site 
and recover bodies and debris. 

“We do not know which pan 

of the aircraft is in the water or 
if any bodies have been recov- 
ered. I understand that it is only 

realty accessible by boat. 

“Wfe hare consular affiriais at 


the scene and are desperately 
trying to find out as much in- 
formation as we can about what 
has happened." 

Flight ADC086, operated by 
Aviation Development Com- 
pany, had 132 passengers and 
nine crew on board. Nigerian 
aviation officials have con- 
firmed there were no survivore. 
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It has emerged that one of 
the Britons involved was an 


HOOq 


English emplctyee of Wireline 
-and lasting, a envision of oil ser- 


-and lasting, a envision of oil ser- 
vices giant ScbJinnbeiger. A 




While it's true that the new American 
Express Credit C.ird carries a low lb.7 r ^ APR* 
it also delivers the excellent range of services 
you expect from American Express. All of 
these sen-ices can help to make vour life 
easier: whether it's answering a small query at 
anytime, or providing urgent jen** loan 
English-speaking doctor or lawyer anywhere 
in the world. A credit card with these services 
and a low APR. Interested? 


SchJumberger spokesman in 
Aberdeen said the man’s fam- 


ity were being informed and no 
details were being released. 

Two employees of London- 
based oD company Haliburton 
- thought to be an American 
and a Dutch man - were also on 
board, but a company spokes- 
man said it had no reports of 
anyBritons being involved. 

ibere are several large oil 
companies in Port Harcourt, and 
the sight between the city and 
Lagos is generally used only by 
people wo rking in the industry. 

Nigeria’s aviation minister is 
at the crash scene and a top-lev- 
el inquiry has been launched. 
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He harasses me on the phone, se 


me 



I don’t want, 


\ 


Jojo Moyes 


Every time Fiona Watts hears 
a knock on the door her palms 
start sweating and she panics. 
Will it be a taxi? Ora pizza? Or 
perhaps it will just be the post- 
man, with more junk mail bear' 
mg her name. 

Either of those things might 
seem trivial by itself, but Ms 
Watts has been stalked "by 
third party" for three years, in 
a campaign comprising hun- 
dreds of nuisance telephone 
calls, unwanted taxi and take- 
away orders, junk mail and 
having her number published in 
small advertisements. 

“I’ve kept thinkin g that at 
some point hell get bored, but 
now he seems to be getting 
worse. It's affected my job and 
everything - and he’s totally 
within the law," Ms Witts said 

Despite the distress and in- 
convenience she has suffered, 
under existing law, Ms Witts is 
powerless to do anything about 
it. And according to Labour's 
spokeswoman on women's is- 
sues, Janet Anderson, whose 
own anti-stalking Bill was 
blocked last year, the Govern- 
ment's proposed legislation will 
enable such forms of harass- 
ment to continue. 

Ms Watts, an educational 
programme organiser from 
Manchester, c laims she has suf- 
fered the “third-party" harass- 
ment since 1993, when she and 
a flatmate fell out with the 
man, who cannot be named for 
legal reasons. At first, she says. 



don't want to leave my home." 
Ms Wtfts is new hoping that the 
.original coupons, many of which 
have been sent to her, will pro- 
vide the breakthrough she 
needs; But she believes the 
unwanted attention is not 


taken seriously by police as it is 
not conventional stalking. 



conventional stalking- 
But- this has affected me. J 
f much. The pasties are Jp 


. very much. The posties are '> 
delivering stuff that won't fit 
through the door. When there 
are knocks on the door my heart 
sinks, when the phone goes, 
when taxis pull up outside my 
palms stan sweating and I pan- 
ic. My sleeping pattern is a com- 
plete disaster." • 

According to Ms Anderson 
the Government's proposed 
legislation appears to contain no 
definition of stalking, which 
leaves victims like Ms Wilts no 
remedy apart from expensive in- 
junctions. 

Her original anti-stulking 
Bill, drawn up with the aid of 
anti-harassment lawyers con- 
tained a catch-all definition 
which would have made the un- 


wanted attention iQcgaL It spec- 
ified someone who “gives 
unwarranted or unsolkiled ma- 


Menace down the Une: Stalking by proxy brings nuisance phone calls as well as unsought taxis, pizzas and goods through the post 


Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


terial at a place where another 
person lives, works or regular- 
ly visits” and acts which are 


he would telephone and hang 
up. Assuming that he would get 
bored, at first they did not act. 

Then unordered taxis began 
arriving at the door; once six 
arrived within 20 minutes. The 


drivers, she said, were “not 
happy" to find that they had 
been called out for nothing. 

“They take it out on me. I get 
a tirade of abuse sometimes. Tve 
now got a code with the local 


taxi firms but he's using ones 
further afield. I can't warn every 
single taxi firm,'' Ms Witts said 
Along with the taxis came the 
unsolicited takeaway food. 
Sometimes restaurants called 


back to check the order, but 
most of the time. Ms Wits said, 
she was again left arguing at the 
door. 

As the telephone calls con- 
tinued, she enlisted the help of 


INTEREST Yt^. rs 


the latest 

range OF 

PS/ON 


BTs nuisance call bureau. Un- 
fortunately for Ms Witts, her 
caller tended to call from mul- 
ti-extension company lines, of- 
ten operated by non-BT 
companies, making the calls 
difficult to trace. The caller; she 
claims, also worked casually, 
and has moved companies sev- 
eral times. 

The various forms of harass- 
ment continued until this year. 
Then last month Ms Watts’ 
number began app earing in a 
classified advertisement m the 
Manchester Evening News, of- 
fering a room for rent The bill, 
in her flatmate’s name, was 
sent to her address. 

The newspaper pulled the ad- 
vertisement when it became 
aware of the circumstances. 


But a spokeswoman said that, 
the sheer weight of advertise- 
ments meant that they were 
often impossible to check out. 
It has now logged Ms Wtts' 
telephone number to prevent it 
appearing again. 

Ms Wtts v latest ordeal has 
been junk mail. Her harasser 
fills out coupons in newspapers 
and she has been receiving 
“heaps” of junk mail from roof 
tilers, mobile phone compa- 
nies, but most usually concern- 
ing life insurance. 

“If we don’t answer them of- 
ten the company will follow up 
with phone calls - this means he 
gets other people to do the ha- 
rassing for him. Bat we haven't 
changed our number because- 
there would be no point and I 


“likely to cause that other per- 
son to feel harassed”. 


“The Government said at 
that time that he thought the de- 
finition was too wide ... but as 


this case shows, any ami-stalk- .A 
ing definition has to be fairlv ™ 


ing definition has to be fairly w 
wide,” Ms Anderson said yes-^ 
terday. She added that as with'P 
Ms Whtts' case, the burden of 
proof foil too heavily on stalk- 
ing victims. 

A spokeswoman for law firm 
Lawson-Cruttcnden. which spe- 
cialises in harassment cases, 
said there were many similar 
cases that were likely to slip 
through the legislative net. It 


helped draw up Labour's Bill 
and had proposed a definition 


and had proposed a definition 
which it believed was workable. 
“We’re very keen to get this sort- 
ed as at tne moment because 
people are suffering.’' she said. 
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John Rentoul 

Rofrtfcaf Correspondent 

The Government's drive toad 
red tape has tud into the sand 
as each attempt to lift minor 
regulations turns into a tangle 
of new complications. 

A report from MFs pub- 
lished this week on the three lat- 
est measures reveals they are a 
far ay from “the biggest bon- 
fire of controls in modem 
times” promised by Michael 
Heselcine, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, two years ago. 

The measures have been ap- 
proved by MPs on the grounds 
that they “will reduce a burden", 
but the small print of their 
report reveals a different pic- 
ture. 

The Government’s plan to al- 
low 16- and 17-year-olds to 
work in pubs “would create sev- 
eral more criminal offences”, 
the report admits. Apian to cut 
the work of weights and mea- 
sures inspectors has run into 
opposition from glassware mak- 
ers who say it will cost jobs, and 
may fall foul of European 
Union law. And a plan to re- 
duce the paperwork required 
for marriage “is unlikely to 
produce significant practical 
benefits”, the MPs conclude. 

Labour members of the pow- 
erful cross-party Deregulation 
Select Committee, set up las 
year to scrutinise the campaign 
against red tape, describe the 

dnve as “areal case of the Gov- 
ernment making paperwork for 
itself”. 

The promise to “simplify 
roles and regulations” was one 
of the central claims of the 1992 
Conservative election mani- 
festo. The Prime Minister ap- 
pointed Mr Heseltine to drive 
it through and last year he said; 
“I have made*- commitment . 
that we will make one deregu- 
latoiy change every week.” 

Since AjjriT 199ST 22 - 

ordfcfejifcavrSa^^ 
acted, producing a total annu- 


al cost saving of £50m, the 
Cabinet Office 
The plan to let 16- and 17- 
year-olds on approved appren- 
pcesirip schemes work m bare 
is a particularly strange exam- 
ple of “deregulation” as it re- 
quires a whole new raft ofruJes 
to protect under-age appren- 
tices from ex p os ure to alcohol 
and to “shield them from srto- 


come violent and abusive . 

If this were nor complex, 
enough, the MPs recommend 
that the order “bb attended to 
provide that apprentices should 
not be empkqOTuUlibbar area 
after 1130pm”. *’• 

Next, the committee was un- 
ahle to find out whether the plan 
to let manufectmers vbifymeir 
own weighing and measuring 
equipment subject to spot 
checks was compatible with the 
European technical standards 
directive. 

ft received several complaints 
that, a different regime in the 
UK would be a barrier to trade 
in the European Union, and a 
glassware makers complained 
that it would have the unin- 
tended effect of costing more 
and putting its employees out 
of work. 

The thud measure, to “ex- 
tend the validity of the civil no- 
tice of marriage from three to 
12 months” also ran into trou- 
hle when Registrars complained 
that k would lead to wasted time 
and money as more couples 
failed to turn up for marriages 
which had been booked so long 
before. 

The future of the deregula- 
tion initiative is equally small- 
scale. The Government is still 
consulting interested parties 
on “reducing licensing re- 
quirements forskinjaerriDg?’ 
ami “allowing cydfe races on bn-, 
dleways”. ' 

- ' Meanwhile, 18 other mea- 
^^ con^ed consul- 

government decisions - ’ 1 



Kitchen Cadillac: The bonnet of psychic metal-bender Uri (Seller's car, covered In a layer of cutlery he has bent that belonged to the rich and famous. The additional body 
work includes spoons from James Dean, John Lennon and Elvis Presley and forks used by Kennedy and Churchill Photograph; Tom Pilston 

Carey ducks in clash over gay service 


Andrew Brown 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr George Carey, yesterday 
tried to raim the growing row. 
over a lesbian and gay service 
of thanksgiving , to be held in 
Southwark cathedral next Sat- 
urday. by distancing himself 
from the proposed event, while 
defending the right of the or- 
ganisers to worship. 

The dectaon to allow the Les- 
bian and Gay Christian Move- 
ment (LGCM) to use the 
cathedral to celebrate their 
20th anniversary had been noth- 
ing to do wfith ten. “(It] is, quite 
properly, entirely the responsi- 


bility of the Provost ami Chap- 
ter of Southwark cathedral” he 
said. 

“This was not a decision tak- 
en by bishops individually or col- 
lectively and it does not reflect 
any change in the position out- 
lined in the House of Bishops’ 
statement on issues in human 
sexuality in 1991.”' 

The statement he referred to 
suggested that homosexual re- 
lationships among the laity were 
sometimes acceptable, but nev- 
er among the clergy. It has 
been ceaselessly attacked since 
then as an illogical and unsus- 
tainable compromise by both 
pro- and anti-gay groups. 

Dr Carey said yesterday that 


“the House of Bishops is not 
about to change the position 
outlined in that statement... % 
make a church or cathedral 
available to Christian people for 
worship and prayer, or to 
preach at such a gathering, 
cannot property be taken as an 
endorsement of whatever the 
congregation wants,” Dr 
Carey's statement continued. 

This is believed to be a ref- 
erence by the decision of the 
Bishop of Guildford, Dr John 
Gladwyn, to preach at the ser- 
vice, which twll also be attend- 
ed by an American bishop, the 
Rl RevV&lter Rigbter, who was 
last year acquitted by an Amer- 
ican church court of heresy 


after he ordained a practising 
homosexual priest. 

The Diocese of Southwark, 
which covers London south of 
the Thames, has been riven by 
the decision to hold the service. 
Evangelicals collected nearly 
100 clergy signature for a peti- 
tion against the festival, which 
they describe as “a celebration 
of 20 years of ray sex”; sup- 
porters collected slightly more. 

Some of the largest evangel- 
ical parishes are planning to 
withhold funds from the diocese 
in protest. One is planning to 
break off all relations with the 
Bishop of Southwark, the Rt 
Rev Roy Williamson, and to 
place itself under the protection 


of the Bishop of Fulham, the Rl 
Rev John Broadhurst. 

Dr Carcv said he disagreed 
with '‘some of the aims of Lhe 
LGCM ... For example, the 
bishops cannot regard homo- 
sexual practice as on a par with 
heterosexual practice within 
marriage" But he refused to ex- 
clude diem from the Church; 
they are, he said, “Christian 
people loved by God who are 
our brothers and sisters in 
Christ-” 1b allow them to wor- 
ship was, he said. “A mark of 
recognition that followers of 
Christ should cherish all that 
they have in common, notwith- 
standing strong differences of 
opinion on particular issues." 
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Ir is a year since Ren Saro-Wiwa was hanged after an unfair. 

biased 'trial'. In Nigeria, forty-three prisoners of 
conscience nrmam in prison and in grave danger. 
Ken was killed for defending the environmental 
rights of the Ogoni people Across the world, 
brave men and women arc risking their lives 


“Lord take 
my soul, 
but the 
struggle 
continues.” 


Ken Saro-Wiwa, 
hanged by 

the Nigerian Government, 
10 November 1995. 


campaigning for environmental, social, economic, iraji union, 
minority and women’s righrs including tund.iincnr.il cml and 
political rights on which Amnesty International hvuw>. In the 
last moments oi his life. Ken Saro-Wiwa asked all of us to guv 
these people the support the)’ deserve. Our campaign on 
Nigeria has jetsr begun. |»»in us and help ns honour his words. 
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High note: Leeds College of Music students celebrating their BA degrees yesterday after becoming Britain's first graduates in jazz Photograph: Tim Smith 
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Apolitical storm broke in Aus- 
tralia yesterday after the federal 
government announced that it 
was banning Gerry Adams, the 
president of Sinn Fein, and 
David Irving, the right-wing 
British historian, from visiting 
the country because both men 
were not of good character. " 

It was the third time that Mr 
Irving has been refused a visa 
to enter Australia, where he had 
planned a speaking tour to pro- 
mote his controversial view dad 
the Holocaust never happened. 
Bat it was the exclusion of Mr 
Adams, on what was to have 
been his first Australian visit to 
promote his biography, that 
caused the greater outcry, parr 
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tiailarly among Australians of 
Irish descent. Civil lib ertie s 
groups also attacked die Adams 
ten as a violation of. free 
speech, and accuised-the con- 
servative Liberal-National coali- 
tion government, led by John 
Howmd, caving in to pressure 
from the British government. 

Announcing his decision to 
reftise visas to both men, Phillip 
Ruddock, the immigration min- 
ister, said that they had failed a 
test of good character under 
Australia’s Immigration Act Mr . 
Ruddock cited Mr Irving’s 1992 
conviction in Germany for de- 
faming the memory of Lbe dead, 
his deportation from Canada in 
1992 and from Germany in 1993 
and his 1994 jail sentence in 
Britain. *Thken tbgedier, they re- 
veal a consistent pattern of be- 
haviour that led me to believe 
that Mr Irving is not a person of 
good character," he said. 

Leaders of Australia’s Jewish 
community welcomed the ban, 
and said h would have bean “cat- 
astrophic'' to let Mr Irving in at 
a time when Australians were al- 
ready involved in a fiery debate 
on racial issues involving Asian 
immigration and aborigines. 

As for Mr Adams, Mr Rud- 
dock said that he continued to 


be associated with the 
sional lRA. ; an -oiganisttti 
chat “conducted crunmai ter- 
rorist acts and bombings”, and. 

‘ that the faunigratfoa Act 
lowed him to refuse visa ap 
cations to people who w«fe& 
members of criminal organist 
irons. Asked if Canbexra had 
been lobbied Iwtir — 
eminent. Mr Rud 
am not able to OOTixneatan what 
may ormay not have occurred 
The ban on Mr Adams took 
many people by surprise. . Mr 
Howard has made mudi of the 
fact that his government wauls 
to proraotea new donate of ficoe 
speech. That, together with Mr 
Adams* recent visit to the White 
House, had led to a belief that ^ 
the Siim Fein leader would be . 
allowed entry. But Mr Howard * 
is one of AukraJia’s most cafe- ■* 
servativc political leaders who - a 
would be inclined instioctivefy to M 
support the British govemmem. « 
Mr Irving accused Australia 9 
of acting OlegsaDy and said he was" » 
consulting his solicitor. 1 

Dodie McGuinness. of Sum 9 
Fein’s national executive, is- 
sued a statement saying: *At this - 
paint in the search for a restored ^ 
peace process ... this decston is 
most unhetaftti.*’ 
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between Ofgas ancLBnti&Gas 
on domestic prices coveri^ 
the next three yeara. ’ 

Ofgas said: s With competi- 
tion in the domestic^as supply 
being introduced throughout 
Great Britain by the end of . 
1988. the new control will pro- 
tea-customers while allowing 
British Gas the flexibility to in- 
troduce new tariffs to compete 
with rival companies.” 

Gare Spottiswoode, Ofgas ’s 
director general of gas supply, 
said: “This is good news for cus- 
tomers and good news for 
British Gas. While British Gas 


.. K controls are 

proposed for transport costs. 
~whieh are subject to ah inquiry 
by the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission. 

Caps will be placed on Di- 
rectly, OptiooPay, Standard 
and Prepayment tatife. 

Competition in the gas sup- 
ply market began in April this 
year when half a million cus- 
tomers in the West Country 
were given a choice of suppli- 
er. A further . 1.5 million cus- 
tomers in Kent. Sussex,Dorset 
anti Avon will be allowed to 
choose from February. 
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The crisis in- Central Afiica threatens io become 
the wtHst m Afiica this century.. Millions of children 
mdthefifamihesneedurgerit help. 

Save the Children has a long history of providing 
relief and support to children and their famili es 
who are in danger. Your money will help save lives. 


Save the Children is working in Rwanda, 
Burundi, Tanzania and Uganda and is heady to 
help in Zaire. Families are being torn, apart by 
the conflict We are working to bring children 
and their families back together again. We are: 
providing blankets and emergency shelter _and 
are-planning to airlift essential medical supplies 
later m the week. • 

Please send a donation today - post the cmipnn 

below or rail us on 0171-705 5400. 
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School reopens 


Beautiful landscape will be quarried to repair old houses t 


< iij 


as boy’s mother 


gives up 


Fran Abrams 

Education Correspondent 


Teachers at Manton Junior 
School in Nottinghamshire 
will return to work on Monday 
after the mother of a 10-year- 
old boy who sparked a strike 
agreed to move him. 

Pamela Cliffe, whose 
son Matthew Wilson was al- 
leged Lo have been violent 
and disruptive, bowed to pres- 
sure after the county council 
announced it was prepared to 
act outside its powers to re- 
move him if necessary. 

The school was closed last 
week after its governors de- 
cided to stop paying for a sup- 
ply teacher to look after the 
boy. 

Teachers at the school had 
voted to strike rather than to 
teach him after governors at 
the school overturned the 
head's decision to exclude him. 

His mother was a dam ant 
that he should return and had 
said she would seek a judicial 
review of the case. 

However, her solicitor, 
Stephen Williams, said yes- 
terday that she was not pre- 
pared to see the school remain 
closed any longer. 


Mr Williams said she was 
“battle weary" after nearly 
two months of dispute." She 
feels that no one else seems to 
have the interests of the chil- 
dren at heart, certainly not the 
unions or the teachers," He 
said. 

"She feels she has gone as 
far as she can and is now, re- 
luctantly, going to take him out 
of the school and make 
arrangements for him to be 
transferred elsewhere.” 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers, 
welcomed the decision. 

“It will be better for the 
youngster in the long-run. 
Again, more has been 
achieved by NASUWT action 
than all thepious mou things of 
politicians about morality," 
he said. The head teacher. 
Bill Skelly. shut the school 
last week on the grounds that 
he could not guarantee all his 
pupils' safely, but a staff strike 


started straight afterwards. 
Yesterday be said he hopi 


Yesterday be said he hoped 
the school could rerum to 
normal and continue with the 
task of educating all its pupils. 

“School will re-open on 


Monday and hopefully, the 
media will respect the right of 
our pupils to restart their 
education without the glare of 
publicity.” 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union 
of Teachers, which represents 
Mr Skelley, said it was appal- 
ing that the dispute had taken 
so long to resolve. It first blew 
up in July, but governors de- 
cided to pay for a supply 
teacher to keep Matthew out 
of lessons. 

“Had the head teacher's 
judgement prevailed earlier, 
pupils at Manton school would 
not have had their education 
disrupted. Matthew would 
have had his own educational 
needs met and the adverse 
publicity would have been 
avoided," Mr McAvoy said. 

Fred Riddell, chairman of 
Nottinghamshire education 
authority, had written to the 
Secretary of State for Educa- 
tion, Gillian Shephard, asking 
for her backing if the boy was 
removed from the schooL 

Its governing body could 
not legally reconsider their 
decision not to exclude him, 
even though the members who 
blocked it resigned last week. 
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Scene of struggle: Villages such as Wirksworth need state to maintain their looks, but obtaining it affects the landscape Photograph: John \fcos 





to raise 
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the roof 
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Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 


years and much of the demand 
has been met by salvaging old 
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Small-scale quarrying is to be 
encouraged in some of Eng- 
land’s loveliest landscapes to 
provide stone dates for tradi- 
tional roofe. • 

1 A shortage of the heavy grit- 
stone slate used in the south 
Pennines has prompted a 
“Roofe of England” campaign, 
to be launched at the National 
Stone Centre at Wirksworth in 
Derbyshire next Wednesday. 

Based on a year of research 
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County Council and the Peak 
District National Park, the aim 
is to revive slate production 
from hand-worked quarries. 

The park faces a dilemma 
over the slate shortage. It is gen- 
erally opposed to quarrying - 
large-scale limestone extrac- 
tion has left massive scars -yet 
it insists on traditional materi- 
als when old roofe are repaired. 

Bams and isolated buildings 
in the Peak District and else- 
where in the Pennines have 
been robbed of their roofe to 
feed a lucrative trade. There has 


slates, often from demolished 
mills. But as mills have become 
part of the protected heritage 
the shortage has increased, ex- 
acerbated by the dubious use of 
slates on new buildings. 

Gritstone slabs fetch between 
£200 and £300 a con. The 
Duchess of Devonshire, who 
will be at next week’s launch, is 
among Derbyshire landowners 
.who have had building? stripped 
by slate thieves. 

Up to three-quarters of -an 
inch thick, gritstone sSMes are 
laid with the biggest above the 
- eaves arid diminishing ift sae to 
the ridge; An eaves slafccfc&be 
five feet square and take-two 
men to lift. Seven generieftpes 
of gritstone have been kferiuued 
in roofe in the south Pennines. 

The project team has man- 
aged to acquire new slate from 


quarry yielded stone capable of 
being cut for eaves. The cam- 
paign will encourage other 


been no quarrying of gritstone 
for slates in die Peak District for 


small quarries to open for slate 
production, including those in 


the Cbtswolds. 
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The Burma Action Group UK 

presents 

‘Don’t Visit Burma Yet’ 


in association with y i hk 


. . at The Royal Institution 
7pm Tuesday 19th November 
Guest speakers: 


John Pilger 

Nobel Laureate Mairead Maguire 
Glenys Kinnock mep 


Nobel Laureate Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has called for a 
tourism boycott of Burma whilst under military 
dictatorship. 'Don't visit Burma Yet' will -highlight human 
rights abuses associated with the military’s current tourism 
dri ve. W ith news of an increased wave of repression in the 
country Burma needs your support- urgently. 


caaftentfephmi ad pnafa* nfrmrim Hat «dh* m AHrttei 


Include an SAE with this slip otherwise your tickets will 
be held at The Royal Institution, 21 Albemarle Street, 
London, W1X 4BS on the I9th. 




0171 359 7679 


• Please send me tickets tor the 19th November 

indndmg/exclnding a Burmese buffet: &£17/£12(members) 
. £22#17(uon -members) 

• I would like to become a member of the Burma Action Group and so 

qualify for tbe reduced price ticket. Annual membership rates me: 
Single £12 □ Family £20 □ Overseas £15 □ Cones £8 □ 
Nam e 

Address 


• I am unable to attend but enclose a donation to the Burma Action 
Groupof *500 £25 0 £10 □ otters...... 

a cbeqoe/PO made payable to the ‘Burma Action 

Group UK for s~ in total. 

Copts Studios, Coffins Yard, Islington Green, London, Nl 2XU. 
Thankyon, 


Burma Action Group UK 

for maidns humar > rights group, campaigning 

Jbr ^democracy ,n Aimiii, a peaceful the 

cnil war and humamtartan aid w ihe peoples of Burma. 
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Voters 


Grape expectations are met as hammer falls on vintage collection of wine labels 


centre 


John Rentoul 

Political Correspondent 

Tony Blair's claim to have tak- 
en over the centre ground of" 
British politics has been boost' 
ed by research showing voters 
see themselves as much closer 
to Labour than the Conserva- 
tives on key policy issues. 

Voters see themselves as 
close to Labour even oh Eu- 
rope, traditionally a strong Tbry 
issue and one they hope to ex- 
ploit in the election. The study, 
by John Curtice, senior lectur- 
er at Strathclyde University, 
suggests Tbry divisions oh the 
issue mean they are not bene- 
fiting from the growing Euro- 
scepticism of the public. 

At the last election voters 
tended to place themselves 
halfway between Labour and 
the Tbries on most policies, 
but since then Labour is per- 
ceived to have moved towards 
the centre, while the Tbries 
have lurched to the right. Ac- 
, cording to the study the elec- 
j torate, meanwhile, has tended 
to move slightly to the left, 
which means that on many is- 
sues the average voter is now 
closely aligned with Labour. 

On Europe, the picture is dif- 
ferent. Labour is seen to have 
moved towards favouring clos- 
er ties with Europe, while both 
the Tories and toe electorate 
themselves are seen as having 
moved in a sceptical direction. 
On average, voters are even 
more sceptical than the lories, 
who are in turn seen as more 
sceptical than Labour. 

But the surprising finding is 
that more voters say they are 
closer to Labour’s position on 
Europe than to the Tbries. This 
summer, the study found 41 per 
cent of voters thought they 
were closest to Labour, and 31 
per cent closest to the Tbries. 

Further analysis of toe same 
data by Geoff pyans, of 
Nuffield College, Oxford, sug- 1 
gests an explanation for this un- 


expected finding. Pro-European 
voters fend to think the Tbries 
; are anti-European, while ajoli- 
European voters tend to believe 
they are pro-European. 

Views of where Labour 
stands on Europe, on the oth- 
er hand, do not seem to depend 
. on voters' own prejudices. 

This reversal of the position 
at toe last election, when vot- 
ers fended to think John Major 
represented their viewsbn Eu- 
rope, appears to have been dri- 
ven by the Tbry split on the 
issue, which has left nether side 
satisfied. ^ ■ 

On other key issues, voters 
o<n opfy assKP thems^ves to a 
position on the spectrum dose 
to Labour, bat also over- 
whelmingly see themselves as 
closer to Labour than the Tbries. 
On the other four issues exam- 
ined, between 45 and 53 percent 
of voters described themselves 
as "closest to Labour* 1 . 

Mr Curtice said yesterday: 
“If elections are won by the pol- 
icy positions of toe parties, we 
can all go home now." Labour 
is seen as having moved away 
from support for higher taxes 
and public spending. Intervie- 
wees were asked in 1992 and 
again this year to give Labour 
a score, where zero meant high- 
er taxes and higher spending on 
health and social services, and 
10 meant lower taxes and low 
er spending. In the four years 
since the last election. Labour’s 
average score rose from 2.8 to 
3.4. the Tories’ rose from 7.0 to 
7.6, and toe average score 
awarded by voters to them 
reives fell from 42 to 3.9. . 

On Europe, where zero 
meant “unite fully with the Eu- 
ropean Union’' and 10 meant 
“protect the UK’s indeper 
dence from toe EU", Labor 
moved from 52 to 4 .% while the 
Tories’ average score moved 
from 5.6 lo5.9. pie average far 
voters moved pore sharply in 
6.0 
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Glitterin gjprizes: ibomas Bartow, a collector, examining wine labels at Phillips auctioneers in London which featured yesterday in a Rn^sf^er sale. They w«ro among two 
collections, one of^whkdi. cfmiprislng more than 120 Hems, was amassed by Bernard Watney, an ardent connoisseur of silver and porcelain labels Photograph. Adnan Dennis 
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West impotent as war 


Cold shoulder for 
French initiative 


Mary Dejevsky 
Bordeaux 


France appeared yesterday to have 
failed in its bid to muster a multi- 
national force, with US backing, to 
intervene in the border region of 
eastern Zaire. A statement issued 
during the French-British summit in 
Bordeaux said only that the two 
countries had agreed to “co-ordinate 
their efforts closely, especially with- 
in the framework "of the UN Secu- 


Ail official British statements in 
recent days have stressed the corn- 
plenty of the political situation in 
Zaire and the need to have the agree- 
ment of all countries in (he region 
before action was taken involving 
troops. How difficult this could be 
to obtain became apparent yester- 
day, when Rwanda said it would ac- 


cept a “fully neutral” European and 
African force, but implied that 


French and Belgian participation 
would not be welcome. 


rity Council and the European 
Union" to ensure that humanitari- 


an aid was able to reach refugees in 
Zaire, but it made no mention of any 
military contingent or any immedi- 
ate emergency operation. 

The wording of the statement sug- 
gested that all further action would 
be referred to international organ- 
isations, and would therefore take 
time. French sources later conced- 
ed that France had “experienced dif- 
ficulty" in persuading other countries 
of direct intervention with a military 
element. Earlier, it had been made 
clear that France would not take any 
unilateral military action. 

The Foreign Secretary. Malcolm 


‘There is extreme 
urgency. 
These people 
have a right to 
international help 
and protection’ 


Rifkind. said later that Britain did 
not “rule out" a “ mili tary dimension” 
if this was required to ensure the pro- 
vision of aid and food. He noted, 
however, that there were many ques- 
tions still to be answered including: 
"What is the best way of ensurin g 
that the suffering can be ameliorat- 
ed _. does that require a military con- 
tribution from the international 
community? If it does, should the 
UK be involved?" 

He emphasised that a political so- 
lution “covering Rwanda, Burundi 
and that part of Zaire” was also re- 
quired, but that this would take some 
time to work out and was primarily 
a matter for the countries of the re- 
gion. “If the international commu- 
nity can help,” he added, then it had 
an obligation to do so. 

The joint French-British statement 
represented a setback for France, 
which had obtained the agreement 
of Spam to the dispatch of a multi- 
lateral military contingent to Zaire 
at the French-Spanish summit in 
Marseilles earlier this week. 


would not be welcome. 

France is currently sheltering 
President Mobutu of Zaire, who ar- 
rived from Switzerland at the be- 
ginning of the week and is now 
staying al his villa on the Riviera. 

France also revealed yesterday 
that its invitation to the US to join 
a multinational effort had been met 
with a list of 30 questions that it want- 
ed to be answered first. The French 
foreign minister, Herv£ de Charette, 
said France had sent back “precise 
replies" on all points. 

The president of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red Cross, 
Comelio So mm a ruga, called yes- 
terday for Western military inter- 
vention to help aid agencies gain safe 
access to 1 million refugees in east 
Zaire. 

“There is no other option." he said 
after a news conference on the hu- 
manitarian crisis, when asked if he 
thought Western military interven- 
tion was needed. Mr Sommaruga ap- 
pealed to the LIN Security Council 
to take necessary measures urgent- 
ly and said Chapter Seven of the UN 
charter, which authorises member 
states to use mili tary force, was not 
ruled out 

“There is an extreme urgency. The 
victims cannot wait any longer. Time 
is passing," he said. “These people 
have a right to international assis- 
tance and protection.” 

The ICRC chief said his agency 
and other relief organisations were 
ready to go into eastern Zaire if their 
basic security was assured. “We bad 
to quit the region because of pillage, 
looting and chaos - not because of 
the conflict." he said. 

Two leading Zairean opposition 
parlies said yesterday they opposed 
foreign military intervention in the 
east of the country to allow distrib- 
ution of aid to hondreds of thousands 
of refugees. 

The Union for Democracy and So- 
cial Progress (UDPS) and Democ- 
ratic Christian Soda! Party (PDSC) 
said aid should be distributed in 
Rwanda and Burundi, not Zaire. 

spokeswoman Justine M'Poyo 
Kasa-Vubu said the refugees- main- 
ly ethnic Hutus who fled the two 
countries after bloody ethnic conflict 
there - would be forced to return to 
their homelands if the aid was there. 



Filling ' returns to 
refugee camps 


Mary Braid 

Gteenyt 


Outside militaiy intervention looked 
certain to be needed to save 700,000 
Rwandan refugees trapped by light- 
ing in eastern Zaire as it became ap- 
parent that the 1094 Rwandan civil 
war has been resurrected on Zaire- 
an soil. 

Zairean rebels —backed by Rwan- 
da's Thtsi-led government - arc at- 
tacking Mugunga refugee camps, 10 
kilometres outside Goma. the town 
taken by the rebels at the weekend. 

Their principal opponent appears 
not to be Zairean troops but the In- 
terahamwe, the militias which run the 


the crisis this week or watch hun- 
dreds of thousands die. 

It wuuld tike a minimum of 14 
davs to launch a rescue. Even then 
hundreds if not thousands will have 
died of starvation, t hi ret und diseases 


like cholera, Childrenund die elderly Mg 
will he the first victims. The UNHCR ^ 


refugee camps set up for millions of 
Rwandan Hutus who fled their 


Rwandan Hutus who fled their 
country after the genodde of 800,000 
Tutsis in 1994. Fire was being re- 
turned from the camps. 

In the settling of old Rwandan 
scores, refugees are being used as 
hostages by the Interaharawe . The 
war raging on the outskirts of Goma 
has cur Mugunga off and aid work- 
era were evacuated across the bor- 
der to Rwanda when Goma fell. 

What is happening in Mugunga is 
invisible to the outside world - jour- 
nalists cannot reach the area - but 
those fleeing the area report that the 
Interahamwe has surrounded the 
camp, now believed to be a centre 
for up to 500,000 refugees, many of 
whom have fled there from camps 
further north. More than 200.000 
others are believed to be trapped by 
figjhting in the region. 

Sergio Vierra de Mcllo, the as- 
sistant high commissioner for the 
UNHCR, said earlier this week that 
once agreements had been reached 
with the Zairean and Rwandan gov- 
ernments and the rebels, no exter- 
nal military force would be needed 
for safe provision of aid for the 
refugees. The emergence of the In- 
terahamwe as a force strong enough 
and sufficiently armed to make a 
Stand against the rebels almost cer- 
tainly removes thar option if aid is 
to reach the refugees in time. 

“A few days ago it lookedas if the 
Interahamwe was not a specific 
threat but it now looks more likely 
that military intervention is needed." 


will he the first victims. The UNHCR 
is ready to move with a plan which 
combines emergency fond supplies 
with “safe corridors through which 
refugees could return to Rwanda. So 
far that is what they have resolute- 
ly refused to do. 

Aid workers and the UNHCR 
were aware that the Interahamwe 
have taken control of the camps and 
was storing arms. It was dear that 
the Hutu social structures hod sur- 
vived the mass exodus and that the 
old leaders were still in place. 

The Interahamwe terrorised the 
refugees. When they were uncon- 
vinced by warnings that Tutsis would 
murder them il they went home they 
were lynched as a warning to others. 
The militias are almiwt certainly us- 
ing the same methods to keep 
trapped refugees under control. 

■•When refugees try to leave to re- 
turn to Rwanda they were threatened 


In the settling of 
old Rwandan 
scores, refugees 
are being used 
as hostages by 
the Interahamwe 


with guns and grenades," said Mr 
Wilkinson. Angry criticism that the 
UNHCR continued to feed the In- 
terahomwc in the camps he said that 
the commission asked the UN Se- 
curity Council in 1 994 to send on in- 
ternational police force to rid the 
camps of the militias but the request 
was turned down. 

Meanwhile conditions in Goma, 
the third major town in eastern 
Zaire to be taken by the rebels, arc 
rapidly deteriorating. Rjod is running 
dangerously short. Everyday crowds 
of local people fight in the squalid 


Voice of protest: Zairean students demonstrate at Kinshasa University. They later occupied the 
parliament building in protest at the government’s handling of the crisis in the east Photograph: AP 


said a senior aid official. “Even if the of local people fight in the squalid 
rebels took the camp tomorrow • streets for UN supplies once in- 
there would be a continuing threat tended for the refugee camps, 
of Interahamwe ambushes and at- Riots broke out yesterday \ 
tacks." The French have offered to people raided UN supply"; si 
mount a militaiy operation but it has and they were fired upon and 1 
been rejected by the Rwandan gov-' en up by rebel soldiers^ . 
eminent because . of past French The ON food supplies will alsi 

support for the Rwandan Hutus. out soon and when they do then 

Across the Zairean, border in will face the problem of contra 
Gisenyi, Ray Wilkinson, spokesman a desperate local population, w 
for UNHCR yesterday repeated his looted for days after the taking o 
warning that the international com- town, while continuing to figh 


Riots broke out yesterday when 
people raided UN supply"; stores 
and they were fired upon and beat- 
en up by rebel soldiers^ .• . 


The UN food supplies will also run 
it soon and when they do the rebels 


out soon and when they do the rebels 
will face the problem of controlling 
a desperate local population, which 
looted for days after tbe taking of the 
town, while continuing to fight the 
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New York 

It is a rumour that has been 
around for as long as the July 
crash of TWA800 has been con- 
founding investigators- Just 
when it seemed to be -withe ring, 
along comes a well-known 
mouth and some interesting 
timing, and it is re ignited. 

The rumour is that the plane 
was shot down by a US Navy 
missile. The mouth belongs to 
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Clinton tees 
off with 
a new chief 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

BQl Qinton yesterday named his 
longtime associate, golfing part- 
ner and confidant, Erskine 
Bowles, to replace Leon Ranet- 
ta as his chief of staff- the most 
powerful position at the White 
House after that of the Presi- 
dent himself. 

Only after much pressure 
did Mr Clinton prevail on the 
51-year-old North Carolina 
businessman to leave a new in- 
vestment banking venture and 
return to the White House, 
where he was deputy chief of 
staff under Mr Panetta for 
touch of last year. .. . 

Even after his return to the . 
private sector, however; the 
President used Mr Bowles for 
particularly delicate assign- 
ments, among them persuading 
Mr Chnion’s former top polit- 
ical consultant, Dick Morris, to 
resign at once following the rev- 
elation of his affair with a 
Washington prostitute. 

With the appointment of 
the popular Mr Bowles, 
from the outset Mr Clinton’s 
preferred choice of succes- 
sor to Mr Panetta, the Pres- 
ident has plugged the first of 
the holes that have opened 
in his administration in the 
immediate wake of his elec- 
tion victory. 

Yesterday the Labour Sec- 
retary, Robert Reich, an-, 
nounced that he planned to step 
down, bringing the number of 
departing Cabinet members to 
six. 

Apart from Mr Panetta, 
widely rnmourgdto be planning: 
a run for the Catffotgjagover- • 
norsbip in 1998, other fop~ 
White House aides expected to 
leave include Laura Tyroo, Mr. 
Clinton’s chief economic Ad- 
viser, and Anthony Lake, the 
National SecurityAdyiser, 


Though reshuffles by a re- 
elected president are standard 
procedure, this will need to be 
more comprehensive than 
most 

Three factors are responsible: 
sheer exhaustion, the hue of far 
better-paying jobs in the private 
sector, and fear of being dis- 
tracted by, or trapped in, the 
ethics investigations whicfa may 
be a leitmotif of this paxticnlar 
second term. 

But Mr Clinton has clearly 
learnt lessons since the chaot- 
ic transition after he fiist won 
the presidency in 1992. 

Tins time, he is moving more 
quickly to rebuild the White 
House staff than his Cabinet, a 
reversal from four years ago, 
.when his obsession with choos- 
ing a diverse administration 
that “lodes like America” led to 
the hasty, last-minute assem- 
bling of a slipshod White Roose 
team. ... 

. . The latter’s blunders - that 
ranged from the travel-office 
scandal to the the FBI files fi- 
asco -haunt President Clinton 
to this day. 

This rime, the key Cabinet 
appointments may wait sever- 
al weeks as Mr Qinton, in bis 
own words, “casts a wide net” . 

Faced once again with a bos- 
tile Congress, the President 
would like to appoint at least 
one Republican to a senior na- 
tional security post, in the hope 
of fostering a less partisan re- 
lationship with Capitol H3L 

The most likely choices are 
Senator Richard Lugar of In- 
diana, or outgoing Senator 
William Cohen of Maine. - 
* - Retired general Coiin Raw- 
'd! is a lesslikely contender, giv- 
en Vice-President "A! Gore’s 
understandable reluctance to 
see a top job going to the man 
who cbtud wdl be his most dan- 
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Detwte from the plane (left) and Pierre Salinger yesterday with a photograph and documents which, he said, show that a US Navy missile was responsible for the disaster 


Pierre Salinger. . former 
spokesman for President 
Kennedy and until 1983 a re- 
porter for ABC television. Al a 
convention of airline execu- 
tives m Cannes on Thursday be 
said he had documents proving 
“friendly fire” was to blame. 
"The truth must come out,” be 
said, brandishing two pieces of 
paper, allegedly written by an 
American but handed him by a 
French agent. 

The papers, whicfa be has of- 


fered .ttij«nrender to the FBI, 
describe how a Navy ship off 
Long, Island fired a missile, be- 
lieving no commercial 
was flying below 21,000 feet, 
when in feet TWA 800 had 
reached onto 13,000 feeL 
Yesterday Mr SaEr^er stud he 
received the papers five weeks 
ago but had been approached 
by “very important people” 
asking him not to release them 

until after Ibesday’s presiden- 
tial election, for tor the <&- 









closure would alter its course. 
“If the news came out that an 
American naval ship shot down 
that plane it could ... have an 
effect on the election.” he said. 

The FBI denied the implied 
cover-up. James Kaflstrom, the 
assistant director leading the in- 
quiry, said investigators “have 
absolutely not one shred of ev- 
idence that it happened or h 
could have happened". A While 
House statement said: “We 
have ruled out the responsibil- 


ity of friendly fire." Offeree sce- 
narios stiB being considered - 
a bomb detonated on board, a 
hh by a missile, or mechanical 
failure - it is the last that has 
been gaining ground recently. 

Attemkmnas focused on the 
possibility that femes in the 
plane's central feel tank ignit- 
ed and triggered an explosion. 
This week investigators dis- 
closed that, with 95 per cent of 
the plane reassembled, there 
was no place in the fuselage 


through which a metal rod 
could be passed and through 
which a missile might . have 
travelled. 

Mr Salinger may well be gen- 
uine in wanting to help resolve 
the investigation. But whether 
he knew it or not, be was also 
pushing at a series of open 
doors. 

Instantly receptive, for ex- 
ample, will have been his im- 
mediate audience. The airline 
industry would like nothing 


more than for evidence to sur- 
face absolving it of responsibility 
for the crash. A finding of me- 
chanical failure would instant- 
ly spell lawsuits. 

For the wider public, Mr 
Salinger might as well be of- 
fering chocolate to children. 
The fate of TWA 800 long ago 
attained unsolved-mystery sta- 
tus and, like an mysteries, it is 
a breeding-ground for conspir- 
acy theories. And they do not 
get much belter than this one. 


suggesting the killing of Amer- 
ican dtkens by their own gov- 
ernment and a cover-up ut the 
highest levels. 

But less excitable souls might 
ask the obvious questions: what 
motive could there be to try to 
smother so terrible an event? 
And could a cover-up have 
worked so effectively, with 
many agencies and the "military 
involved in the investigation and 
every US news organisation 
sniffing eveiy angle? 
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Forty years on, Cuba’s leader updates image with suits, CNN and a papal visit look 

Castro runs to the West 


Pinochet out 


of town 


Phil Davison 

Latin America Correspondent 


It was a classic case of “this town 
ain't big enough for both of us”. 
And who, but one man, could 
have driven Chilean strong- 
man General Augusta Pinochet 
from his own town? Fidel Cas- 
tro, that’s who. 

Gen Pinochet, former dicta- 
tor and still armed forces com- 
mander, chose to leave Chile's 
capital, Santiago, this weekend 
to avoid meeting the Cuban 
leader during the Sixth Ibero- 
American Summit - attended by 
heads of state or government 
from Spain, Portugal and Latin 
American nations. 

The General and Chilean 
air force chief Fernando Rojas, 
who would have had to greet Mr 
Castro with military honours, 
suddenly remembered a previ- 
ous engagement - military ex- 
ercises in northern Chile, which 
will last until Tuesday, the day 
the Cuban leader leaves. 

Aged 70, and pushing four 
decades in power, el Coman- 
dante still has the power to in- 
furiate and mesmerise. His 
pending arrival today is already 
the focus of the Santiago meet- 
ing, just as be is bound to steal 
the show in Rome next week at 
the World Food Summit of the 
UN Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganisation. 

Sometime during the 13-17 
November Rome summit, he is 
expected to have an historic au- 
dience in the Vatican with Pope 


John Paul n, the man who 
helped topple communism in 
his native Poland. Diplomatic 
sources say Mr Castro will al- 
most certainly invite the Pope 
to Cuba - the only Spanish- 
speaking Latin American coun- 
try he has never visited - by the 
end of next summer. It is part 
of a new abertura (opening up) 
by Mr Castro in economics and 
religion, a trend which he has 
yet to follow in the political sec- 
tor. where the Communist Par- 
ty continues to reign supreme. 
' At the Vatican, you can be 
sure it will be “el Preside me" 
Castro who calls on the Pope, 
not "el Jefe Maximo " (the 
renowned olive fatigues will be 
cast aside for a respectful and 
diplomatic dark suit). 

As part of his “New Man" im- 
age. Mr Castro took to wearing 
Chilian suits last year during 
overseas trips. The military 
gear he retains for domestic 
consumption. Some believe he 
is at last trying to move with the 
times, to soften bis traditional 
Marxism and give the world less 
reason to ostracise and isolate 
him. Others say he simply fears 
he will go down in history as a 
stubborn dictator who left his 
country starving. 

Mr Castro’s latest diplomat- 
ic offensive, likely to be ham- 
mered home in Santiago and in 
Rome, may specifically be 
aimed at keeping the rest of the 
world from backing LIS polity 
on Cuba. A Bill Clinton cam- 
paign to persuade Europe to 


join a “choir for democracy” in 
Cuba could pick up steam after 
Mr Clinton hinted he may de- 
lay or veto parts of the so-called 
Helms- Burt on law criticised by 
Europe, Canada and others for 
affecting their trade. 

US officials were delighted by 
a speech by Sir Leon Briltan in 
New York on Thursday, in 
which he said “we believe veiy 
strongly that Europe and the 
United States should work to- 
gether as soon as possible to 
nurture democracy, freedom 
and human rights” in Cuba, 

Mr Castro’s latest concession 
came on Thursday when his 
government announced it 
would allow the US TV network 
CNN to open a bureau in Ha- 
vana. US media have been 
barred from being based in 
Cuba since shortly after the 
1959 revolution, although the is- 
land authorities regularly allow 
American correspondents in 
on temporary working visas. 

Ironically, CNN is so far un- 
able to accept Mr Castro's of- 
fer. Under US sanctions, 
American citizens cannot work 
in Cuba, and the TV network 
will have to await permission — 
a tricky decision for President 
Bill CUnton while he is tight- 
ening the economic screws on 
the island. 

The controversial Helms- 
Burton law would allow Amer- 
ican media to operate in Cuba 
but on condition that Cuba 
does not interfere with media 
run by Cuban exile groups. 
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War is a distant memory m 
Slovenia this weekend, as vot- 
ers go to the polls in the coun- 
try's second general elections 
since declaring independence 
from form er Yugoslavia in 1991. 

While Bosnia, Croatia, 
Macedonia and rump Yu- 
goslavia (Serbia and Montene- 
gro) have all experienced 
political violence or full-scale 
war in the last five years, Slove- 
nia has been fortunate enough 
to escape such convulsions since 
fighting a brief but bitter battle 
in June and July 1991 to evict 


Batman: A suit-wearing Fidel Castro on a previous visit to New Ybrk Photograph: Reuter I 


Tor the first time since 1918, 
when Slovenia was incorporat- 
ed into the first of this century's 
three Yugoslav states, the little 
Alpine country of 2 million 
people has slipped free from its 
Balkan moorings. Slovenia now 
has every chance of joining the 
Western economic and securi- 
ty institutions - above aS the Eu- 
ropean TJnion and Nato - to 
winch it feels it belongs by 
virtue of its culture, geography 
and present high standards of 
democracy and civil rights. 

The outgoing US Defense 
Secretary, William Ferry, was 
frill of praise when he visited 
Ljubljana last year, and com- 
pared Slovenia with other for- 
mer Communist countries 
applying to join Nato. “Of all 
these countries, 1 believe that 
Slovenia has made perhaps the 
greatest progress in the transi- 
tion to democracy, the transition 
to a market economy, and the 
smooth turnover of the military 
to civilian control” 

The main contenders in the 


election are the centre-left Lib- 
eral Democrats, who are the 
largest parly in the coalition gov- 
ernment, and an opposition al- 
liance known as Slovenian 
' Spring. This includes the Pro- 
pie’s Party, a rightist party with 
Strong support among farmers, 
the conservative Christian De- 
mocrats and the centre-right So- 
cial Democrats. 

The Liberal ' Democrat 
leader, Janez Dmovsck, who 
was president of Communist 
Yugoslavia in its dying years, has 
been Slovenia's prime minister 
since 1991 He has campaigned 
on a platform of completing 
Slovenia's integration into Eu- 
rope and restructuring the 
economy. 

He argues that, if Slovenian 
Spring came to power, the 
three-party coalition would of- 
fer nothing but “experimenta- 
tion and preoccupation with the 
past". This refers in part to the 
Christian Democrats’ campaign 
promise to seek the restoration 
of land and property to the Ro- 
man Catholic church, which 
was dispossessed after the Com- 
munist takeover in 1945. 

The opposition contends 
that, despite economic growth 
of 3.5 per cent last year, the 
economy is not as healthy as Mr 
Draovsek likes to suggest Pub- 
lic spending has risen substan- 
tially as public sector strikes have 
forced higher wages, and annual 
inflation edged up last month to 
9.7 per cent, well above the EU 
average. 

Polls suggest the likeliest 
outcome is a qualified victory fixr 
the Libera] Democrats, who 
would then need to forge a 
coalition with one or two of the 
rightist parties. 


Beer pioneer sees profits on tap in sparkling Georgia 


Football fans arriving in Tblisi today. will be able to sup locally-made English ale, reports Hugh Pope 




Candlelit trimmer: A Georgian hairdresser cutting her client’s hair 
during one of Tbilisi’s regular blackouts yesterday Photograph :Reuter 


Tbilisi — Entrepreneur Nick Carratu 
is only 29 years old. But that is just 
the twenty^some thing age you need 
to make it in the bustling new atmo- 
sphere of peace and business in the 
former Soviet Republic of Georgia. 

The youngest provincial governor 
of this Caucasus mountain country 
is now 26. The president of its most 
successful private company is 29. 
President Eduard Shevardnadze's, 
hottest heir-apparent. Parliamen- 
tary Chairman Zurab Zbviad, is 32 

However, Mr Carratu is British. 
And be is doing very nicely with an 
enterprising export: a microbrewery 
from Warrington. With its three 
tastefully exposed vats, he ferments 
a thick porter that used to win Cam- 
ra prizes as “Blunderbus”, but has 
been renamed “Black Panther". 

“Goes down well doesn’t it?” said 


Mr Carratu, offering a pint drawn 
from a bar in a courtyard garden just 
off Tbilisi’s main boulevard. 


The unique pub is not only for 
English fans coming to watch today’s 
World Cup qualifier against Geor- 
gia. Locals are also soaking up the 
unusually tasty beer, which sells 
cheaper than the dominant imports 
of canned Turkish lager. 

For Mr Carratu, his Georgian 
partners and a whole new generation 
of investors in everything from tea 
packaging to power stations, this is 
just the beginning. “The investment 
climate here is fantastic," Mr Car- 
ratu said. “There are all the oppor- 
tunities of Russia a few years ago but 
without the competition and, for 
now, without tbe mafias.” 

However, not all foreign investors 
in Georgia are so upbeat, especial- 


ly toose who lived through the years 
of paramilitary anarchy. Back then, 
pistol- toting mafia bosses fought 
battles through tbe lobby of Tbilisi s 
main hotel and gunmen raided for- 
eign-owned wine bottlers, demand- 
ing payoffs of 100 cases at a time. 

Because of Georgia's old reputa- 
tion - and the fact it has just five mO- 
lion people - big investors are still 
rare. Many are waiting to see the 
symbolic vote of Western confi- 
dence: the start of work on a trans- 
Georgia -ofl pipeline from Azer- 
baijan. It is now almost certain to be 
completed in tbe next IS months. 

Georgia has attracted an idiosyn- 
cratic bunch of investors of the land 
who have sought their fortunes all 
over eastern Europe this decade. Mr 
Carratu, for instance, was trained by 
the British army to speak Russian fen: 


work in Cold Whr Berlin. There is a 
former German MP and television 
filmmaker who has turned travel 
agent with an ambition to travel every 
one of the pommy's pot-holed road&j* 

An American consortium includ- 
ing former US Secretary of State 
George Shultz is moving into the 
wine business. 

An enigmatic Swiss-Iaradi concern 
may have stumbled on to large re- 
serves of natural gas. 

The queen of the foreign in- 
vestors is Betsy Haskell, a Washing- 
ton political lobbyist invited to 
Georgia in 1991 and who never re- 
alty left. Now she runs an estate 
agency and a guest house, whose 
‘rough deck 1 restaurant overlooking 
the nickering lights of the capital is 
the Ride’s Bar of Georgia, attract- 
ing spies, diplomats, aid workers and 


even a few businessmen writing e- 
mail letters home to their families. 

‘‘There are about lO of us investors 
here now,” Mrs Haskell said. “The 
moment Shevardnadze got elected, 
$10,000 apartments shot up to 
$50,000. It’s all booming, This place 
is realty taking off. People realty be- 
lieve it is going to work." 

If Mr Carrara's experience is any- 
thing to go by Ms Haskell's bar 
should soon be filling up. He and his 
partners derided to invest in March 
and and their brewery was up and 
running by July. “The main delays 
were manufacturing the brewery in 
England, and the biggest problems 


with corrupt officials was transport- 
ing through Hirkey. Now our only 
problem is to sell as much bceF as 
possible," he said. 

Football: sport, page 30 
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Tim McGirk 
Islamabad 

Imran Khan, the Pakistani 
sports hero, is about to start a 
new game, one far more sava ge 
than cricket After years of re- 
fusing to enter P&ki&aa’sbruis- 
ing politics, Mr Khan ye&erday 
said he will stand for election to 
become 'the ' country's nest 
prune minister. 

His newly-formed Justice 
Movement parly will contest the 
elections on 3 February for the 
National Assembly, though Mr 
Khan will have only the 
slimmest chance of winning. 
The vote is being called early, 
after the President Farooq^ 
Leghari, on Tuesday dismissed 
Benazir Bhutto’s government 
for suspected corruption. 

“It's true I never wanted to 
come into politics, but we feel 
it’s time to protect the people 
from this corrupt mafia, " Mr 
Khan said. “The other pohzi- 


his age) would hm^hE^elec^ ^^tt^^^tsended. Most of his 
tkm chances. "WfertecKcsseeni 'M olfetfws " are cricket-mad 
to find this very surprisin g, bat ~ ynrifhs; hdowrihe votin g a g& He 
my wifchas been accepted eas- has animage problem, too. 
Dy here in Pakistan," he said. Many Pakistanis see him as 

Mr Khan lanncfied his par- fionfcsl and Courageous but 
ty last spring, when a bomb ex- naive. “1 brow my Imitations, 
ploded in the. lobby of his Bull fed Pm better than the lot 
cascer.chariQr hoqntal in La- ofiban,” he sad yesterday. Tb 
bone, killing m-fcral people Inswjhraxitage, many Pakistanis 
and injuring He fasphed aje so disheartened with Ms 
that Ms Bhuttos partjrttmgs Bhutto’s Pakistan PeopIe’sPar- 


ploded in the . lobby of his 
caxicer:chaniy hospital in La- 
bor e, lotting ; -K",?cral people 
and injuring nsstsy . He implied 
that Ms Bhutto^ partwamgs 


battles to aid 
cyclone victims 


Dev Varatn 

of Reuter 

Hyderabad- Indian authorities 
scrambled to launch rescue op- 
erations yesterday after as many 
as 1,000 people were feared 
killed by a cyclone that lashed 
the southern state of Andhra. 
Pradesh. Communications and 
transport mutes to the worst-af- 
fected areas were disrupted. 
Torrents have swept away 
bridges, while winds threw trees 
across highways and blew down 
telephone lines. 

Police and troops battled 
swirling flood waters to reach 
coastal villages; helicopters 
dropped food and drinking wa- 
ter to the stranded V Chan- 
drababu Naidu, the state’s 
Chief Minister, sail after an aer- 
ial survey that the death-toll 
could reach 1,000. “The rice 
bowl of the state looks like a 
burial ground,” he said. 

The cyclone destroyed bous- 
es, livestock and crops. The 
number of homes destroyed or 
damaged was put at 400,000; 
several thousand people were 
injuredThe United News of In- 
dia said seven people had been 
admitted to hospital with symp- 
toms similar to cholera, as 
health workers faced a possi- 
ble epidemic. 

The cyclone, with winds up to 
110 mph, hit the coast on 
Wednesday at the port of Kak- 
ioada. Waves swept up to three 
miles intend submexgjngtowns 


and villages. About 3.5 million 
people live in the Konaseema 
region around the Godavari 
delta south of Rakmada, which 
took the brunt of the storm, 
which moved inland before pe- 
tering out. IWo million people 
were affected by the disaster. 

About 100 soldiers and eight 
doctors had fanned out in East 
Godavari to begin relief oper- 
ations, an official said. Six he- 
Bcopters were flying continuous 
’trips to drop supplies to strand- 
ed villagers. 

Most fetahtieswere caused by 
flooding, house collapses or 
electrocution. Mr Naidu put a 
provisional estimate on losses in 
East Godavari, hit hardest by 
the cyclone, at 20bn rupees 
(£370m). Weather officials said 
the cyclone had fizzled out j 

Reddy Subramaniani, a tax : 
collector in Rajahmundiy, said 
"2J5Qb livestock had been lost 
and 625,000 acres of rice pad- 
dy inundated. . H S Brahma, 
the official coordinating relief 
in Hyderabad, 200 miles from 
Kakinada. said 100,000 people 
were sheltering in 400 relief 
camps set up in East and West 
Godavari districts. 

Andhra Pradesh’s flat coast- 
line makes it vulnerable to 
storms tearing in off the Bay of 
Bengal. In 1977. 10,000 people 
were killed by a cyclone that 
drove a tidal wave up to eight 
miles inlan d. A cyclone killed 
120 people in June this year and 
967 people dfed fo 1990. 
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dans only sejtect people for roigbribave plaited the bomb 
government postswbo arfetbar fp scare him into ceasing his 
relatives or sycop ha nt” -Mr aj^rrans of the premier. Soon 
Khan said he supp o rted there- . after, he threw himself into a 
mowa crfMs The conn- ^ campaknlo have her removed 
try had to be ^salvaged from from office. Throwhout the 
sordid opportunism”. - 1®* months, Mr Khan 

The cndkei star is ddaying 4 ' | 1 k^1jeen travelling doggedly 
the stan of his campaign m^Uagpbss- thc country, holding 
after he' retnnis N-ut denouncing Ms 

where his w^Ec| JemmE^ r ^d her husband, the 

d a nghnpr nf rmilfwmTlirwwwnp; ?Sr' . minister, 
James Golrkmtfh. whom he de? 

a baby “at any *H>c»neiit”. Mr isc±foe<r as die “World Clip 
Kban demdd tb^iiiavii^a fin:- £vN»et of aJcrsgption”. 
eign wife (Janinia, is haaj*;’^ ^Sq rallies have been 


ty and the opposition Pakistan 
Muslim League of the former 
prime minister, Nawaz Sharif, 
that they, might opt for Mr 
Khan. 

However, rural Pakistan is 
stilf in the grip of feudal land- 
lords and tribal chieftains. It is 

they who can deliver thousands 
of votes, and without their sup- 
port, without playing the game 
of influence-peddling, Mr Khan 
may end up with his reputation 
unstained but with only a few 
seats in parliament. 

The country’s new caretaker 
Prime Minister. Meraj Khalid, 
80, is refusing to move into Ms 
Bhutto's grand, official resi- 
dence, preferring to stay in his 
two- room bungalow. Pakistanis, 
long accustomed to Ms Bhutto’s 
style of Moghul hauteur, were 
stunned to see a newspaper 
photograph yesterday of Mr 
Khalid tottering his way to an 
economy-class seat on a flight 
to Lahore. 
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Going In to bab Imran Khan with his wife, Jemima. He is delaying the launch of hfs electoral campaign until after the 
birth of the couple’s baby, which he says is ‘due at any moment’ Photograph: Brendon Monks 
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Europhobes 
conjure up a 
demon Paddy 

EU commissioner Padraig Flynn is the 
new bogey man of the right-wing press 


iatherme Butler 

Brussels 


rural corruption". The people of Castlebar 
would no more apply the social chapter lo- 
cally than obey an extradition warrant for 
the handover of an IRA prisoner to the 
British che diatribe continues. 

Mr Flynn's career as a senior government 
minister in Ireland is died to highlight his 
alleged incompetence. “Nothing in ms own 
political background has prepared him for 
the responsibilities he now occupies." 

The only specific charges levelled at him 
by Daily Man columnist Bruce Anderson, 
Flynn rejects. One is an allegation that he 
“suppressed" an internal report because it 
suggested that high rates of worker pro- 
tection might be to blame in countries which 
are unsuccessful at creating jobs. Mr 
Flynn denies he suppressed anything. The 
report will be published next 
week, although its conclusions 
will be toned down. 

Mr Flynn's aides admit 
there is an ongoing debate in 
the Commission over the ef- 
fects of regulation in the work- 
place. Bui to suggest there 
has been a cover-up of evi- 
dence is “laughable". The oth- 
er charge - that be is trying to 
bring in a minimum wage - is 
dismissed as ill-informed non- 
sense. “The Commission has 
no powers to set wages,” a 
Yesterday Mr Flynn de~ Attack: Padraig Flyrm in spokesman said, 
ided to take The Daify Mail papers' sights If he was distressed by the 


lie xenophobes in Britain's right-wing 
icwspapers have been pining for a prop- 
r hate figure in Brussels since the depar- 
ure of Jacques Delors, who in his heyday 
ould command the entire from page of 
7/e Sun. They may have found what they 
. ere looking for. 

Padraig Flynn, the flamboyant figure 
hurged with framing the EU's social pol- 
.y, seems to be the man of the hour. For 
start, he is an outspoken critic of Britain's 
•pt-cut from the Maastricht Treaty's social 
•revisions. He is also one of the authors 
•f the law setting a maximum 4S-hour work- 
ig week, one of the Government's pet 
ales, and on which the Eu- 
opean Court of Justice will 
ulc next Tuesday. And for the 
imple-mindcd xenophobes. 
he best bit is: he's Insh. 

Last month Mr Flynn was 
ubbed “the Brussels big- 
* iuth" by The Daily Mail ar- 
:r culling for an end to the 
Jritish opt-out. The Telegraph 
oked fun at his Irish accent 
nd turns of phrase when he 
lunched an initiative to 
tamp out sexual harassment 
i the workplace. 



3 court following a vitriolic 
ersonal attack last week which branded 
im incompetent, bigoted and tainted by 
omiption. It was an extraordinary tirade 
1' racist abuse, which contained offensive 
'predictable anti-Irish references to pigs, 
otatoes, priests and the IRA The Daily 
tail denounced Mr Flynn for his work in 
irussels under the headline “This man 
omes from a world of farm subsidies and 
omiption. Now he wants to destroy 
tritains economic success”. 

The Daily AfaiT s writer asked how Mr 
Ivrrn could understand the economics of 
ic free market He comes from Castlebar 
i the west of Ireland which we are told is 
an enclosed world of cattle markets, 
irm subsidies and generally tolerated 


personal and bigoted nature of 
The Daily MaiTs attack, Mr Flynn should 
be bracing himself for more. John Major 
is contemplating defeat in next week's rul- 
ing on the 48 hour maximum working week. 
If he loses, he has pledged an aii-out cam- 
paign against social policy in the Inter-Gov- 
e rumen ta] Conference on EU reform. 
There is a campaign to demonise Mr Fly- 
nn and paint him as a regulator intent on 
dismantling British competitiveness ahead 
of the verdict 

Irish officials in Brussels seem resigned 
to the racist backlash which seems part of 
the latest wave of anti-Europe hysteria from 
London. “They can’t seem to cope with the 
idea of policy for Britain being handled by 
some Paddy," said one official 



Light fantastic; A foundry in Dutsburg-Melderich, Germany; after being tamed into a work by the British artist, Jonathan Park Photograph: Karl- Heinz Kreifielts/AP 


Major warning on 48-hour week 


Mary Dejev&ky 
Bordeaux 


If the European Court rules that Britain 
must conform with laws imposing a max- 
imum 48-hour working week, it mil work 
for a change in the Maastricht Treaty, John 
Major said yesterday in Bordeaux at the end 
of the I9th Franco- British summit, four days 
before the court gives its verdict 
He said it was wrong that the measure 
had been brought under health-and-safe- 
t y provisions of the treaty, a case Britain 
has argued (without success) for several 
years. If Britain lost, he said, “the same 
treaty could be used to drive through oth- 
er things that come under the Social 
Chapter", so rendering Britain's opt-oot 
from the provisions of the Maastricht 
Treaty meaningless. 


Implying that Britain might consider 
holding the Intergovernmental Conference 
on European reform to ransom to get its 
way, Mr Major said Britain would “bring 
up the question" of changing the treaty in 
the ICG and would “expect our colleagues 
to respond". 

President Jacques Chirac, asked for his 
views on Britain’s predicament, appeared 
to sympathise with the difficulties it en- 
countered with the European Court (and 
stressed the doseness of British and ftendi 
views an the need to reform it) but he also 
made cl ear France’s different approach to 
social and labour provision. He denied that 
adopting Britain's more flexible labour prac- 
tices could help France reduce high un- 
employment. But France could well learn 
from Britain’s more “rigorous manage- 
ment" of its economy. 


Mr Major also cast doubt ou the recent 
forecast from Brussels that as many as 12 
countries could qualify to join a single Eu- 
ropean currency in 1999 and stressed 
again his concern that the Maastricht con- 
vergence criteria should not be diluted. 

He said he would be “very surprised if 
there were anything like 12 countries 
qualified" on the “strict interpretation” of 
the criteria. . 

Mr Major was attending what will prob- 
ably be h& last Frencb-Bntisb summit, as- 
suming he loses the election. The 
proceedings in Bordeaux had a mostly re- 
laxed and distinctly elegiac quality. Aside 
from an agreement on co-operation be- 
tween the two countries' navies, there was 
precious little advance cm bilateral or Eu- 
ropean issues. 

Asked by a french reporter whether he 


considered himself a “real European ”, Mr 
Major insisted that he did, but that this in- 
cluded wanting to change pofides that could 
damage Europe “in the short or long term". 
He went on: “Whether HI prevail or not 
with my fellow Europeans, or with my col- 
leagues in the party, I have my doubts.” 

Proceedings were punctuated by the an- 
nouncement dial Mr Chirac and Chancellor 
Kohl of Germany would hold an “unoffi- 
cial" meeting on 30 November at 
Ptrigueux, south-western France. The pre- 
texts a gastroiwmic-book fair, at which Mr 
Kohl and his wife, Hannelore, will promote 
the tome they have written. But the tim- 
ing suggests further co-ordination of the 
Franco-German position before the Eu- 
ropean summit in Dublin. A regular Fran- 
co-German summit is due to ne held in 
Germany in December. 
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At least 1,500 whooper, mute and Bewick's swans have arrived from Arctic Russia at the Wildfowl and Wetlands site at Welney, Norfolk, in time for the 50th anniversary of the founding of the trust by Sir Peter Scott. 

Entrance this weekend will cost lOp, approximately the charge 50 years ago. This picture was taken by Brian Harris, 30th of a second at f2 on 800 ASA film 
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problem and does not T v 
appeal tp women. ByjL I ; 
Cliri Ife with his gold hair, 
clearly does. Is life so 
simple and so cruel? Think 
on this as you turn these 
pages. We comb through 
the charms of Venice - la 
Serenissima. Will we ever 
be so beguiled by Croydon? 
Even with new bouffant, 
will it ever be la 
Croydorrissima? More 
worryingly, we learn that 
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Whatever 
happened to 

the New 

Zealand 

flatworm? 

The momentrThe invaders were first noticed on our 
shores in early 1995: foreigners hell-bent on destruction. 
They would emerge at night, punch a hole in their prey and 
suck them dry, before returning to their hiding place. But 
this was no vampirish European Commissioner - a worse 
alien had arrived: Artioposthia mangulator , or the New 
Zealand flatworm. 

Like shrivelled versions of creatures from Dune, they are 
pinker and slimier than their British cousins, and arc sur- 
rounded by a cocoon of sticky mucus. They stretch out as 
long as 6in to 8lq when squirming along. They are a formi- 
dable predator, devouring as many as 14 British earthworms 
in a week, but capable of going for a year without food by 
slowly absorbing their own tissue. 

The background: They arrived piggyback on a seed from 
the Antipodes, were first discovered some 30 years ago in 
Belfast gardens, and were identified in London's Natural His- 
tory Museum as a native of New Zealand's South Island 
beach forests. This small, ribbon-like creature almost cer- 
tainly travelled half-way around the globe as a stowaway in 
the soil of pot plants. 

The effect: National panic. There were sightings from 
Carlisle to Christchurch and there was only one topic of 
conversation: how could the British, brandishing pitch 
fork aod sharpened spade, rid themselves of the 
Antipodean interloper? There were warlike rallying 
cries to protect the fine, upstanding British worm - the 
cornerstone of this country's ecological system and vital 
to the survival of plants and soil life" - from the Kiwi can- 
nibals who were blamed for waterlogged soil, dying trees 
and the national debt. Questions were asked in the high- 
est chambers of the land: in the House of Lords. Lord 
Carter said the flatworras “go round in gangs and jump 
on earthworms". Earl Howe, a junior agricultural min- 
ister. reported that the official advice from the Central 
Science Laboratory to anyone encountering a New 
Zealand flatworm was: “to tread on it or pour something 
hot or salty on top of it”. 

Moments of subsequence: Government instructions 
to stamp on the flatworm were unsuccessful - as Lord Aber- 
dare asked, “Are you sure it’s effective to stamp on a worm 
that's already flat?" 

Though they may have squirmed out of the public lime- 
light. they have certainly not disappeared from gardens. 

A few months after the initial media obsession with the 
killer worms, a second species has appeared in southern 
Britain - a smaller, less harmful variant. This was followed 
more recently by the discovery' in Scotland of two more vari- 
eties of flatworm not before seen in this countiy. 

The flatworm seems to have almost no predators, but 
preliminary research in Edinburgh now suggests that a so- 
fa r-unidenti fled beetle may eat the invader. “What we 
really need is funding for a post-graduate to do a thesis." 
say's Dr Cosens. "That would revolutionise our under- 
standing.'' 
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heavenly chaos, where astrologers thrive 



A rmistice Day next 
week finds several 
countries still mired 
in devastating civil wars. 

There is something 
particularly horrifying 
about a nation turned 
violently upon itself. 

As with Afghans, Kurds 
and Rwandans, the 
dislocation felt in mid- 
nth century England had 
as much to do with the 
world being turned upside 
down as it did with the 
fact of fighting on home 
soil. As the touchstones of 
daily life disintegrated, 
with neighbours and even 
families finding themselves 
on opposing sides, people 
turned to irregular sources 
for guidance. Yet even the 
astrologers were at 
sword's point 
The heavenly sphere 
was thought to serve as a 
giant billboard on which 
the Creator signalled 


intentions to his creatures 
- if they knew how to 
decode the messages. This 
is where the astrologers 
came in. Phenomena such 
as comets and eclipses 
provided some assurance 
that God was still in his 
heaven, .even if all was 
wrong with the world. 

During the English Civil 
War the best selling 
political propaganda was 
written by astrologers, 
who conducted a 
pamphlet war in parallel 
with the military camps of 
roundhead and cavalier. 
Surprisingly, the most 
gifted astrologers sided 
with Cromwell. This could 
be put down to far-sighted 
prophetic ability on their 
part, but the truth is, they 
were staunch Puritan and 
republican supporters. 
Only one loyal astrologer. 
George Wharton, 
accompanied the King to 



Oxford, issuing royalist 
pamphlets from a portable 
press as they marched. 

There is no evidence 
that either Cromwell or 
the King believed in 
astrology, but both 
recognised its propaganda 
value. It was said at the 
time that Parliament’s 
chief astrological 
propagandist, William 
Lilly, was worth several 
regiments. When Wharton 


published a pamphlet 
based on a map of the 
heavens for the time the 
royalists began their 
march from Oxford. Lilly 
quickly used the same 
stany paradigm for a feat 
of astrological virtuosity. 
Recruiting the time- 
honoured emblem of the 
sun to symbolise the King, 
and insisting that all 
heavenly portents augured 
his defeat, Lilly’s 
pamphlet appeared on the 
very day the decisive 
Battle of Naseby was 
fought Thus are spin 
doctors boro. 

Later in the Civil War, 
the 1648 siege of 
Colchester provided a 
dramatic astrological 
scenario. Inside the 
besieged royalist garrison, 
the astrologer John 
Humphrey was frantically 
assuring the town's 
governor that relief troops 


would soon.save the day. 
lb counter this and boost 
the attacking soldiers' 
morale. Lilly and another 
astrologer sympathetic to 
the Parliament were sent ; 
for. They assured the ; 
general and troops that , 
the town would soon be 
surrendered; “as indeed it 
was," noted Lilly. 

All wars generate 
prophets, whether poets, 
foreign office experts, 
spies, historians, arms 
dealers or soothsayers. 
Amid the chaos we grasp 
at anything xhat promises 
to bring order. 

The current exhibition " 
ojf Rubens' landscapes at 
ihe National Gallery 
shows his ecstatic response 

to the peaceful, sunny 
countryside of Flanders, 
liberated after many years 
of war~ Wbuld that such a 
regal Sun flood the world 
on the next Armistice Day. 


eavesdropper on the role models 


earthly 

T be lavatory is quiet 
compared with the 
riot outside, where 
300 of London's Jiggers 
are consuming free drink 
while ignoring a panicking 
Brand Manager as be tries 
to make himself heard 
over the PA system. My 
cubicle is a comfort zone, 
except that there's no 
space for those bins they 
put in ladies' loos. It's 
impossible to sit four- 
square on the seat. 

The outer door opens, 
bellowing wafts in, then it' 
swings to. Shh-clunk. A 
pair of platforms appears 
before my door, it rattles, 
then they retreat. Someone 
else shh-clunks in. 

“Ohh," says a little 
voice. “Alio” 

"Alio.” replies another, 
equally high, equally slow 
on the syllable. “I haven’t 
seen you since London 
Fashion Week " 

Models. You don’t even 


need to see them to know 
it It’s all in the voice: 
reedy. low-energy, sparing 
with the pronunciation lest 
they move their faces and 
get wrinkles. In the world 
of the mannequin you 
don't say “model”: too 
much lip movement. No, 
you say “mudd-aww”, the 
first syllable high-pitched, 
the second dying away. As 
in “Urn ur mud daw. What 
do you do?" 

The platforms return to 
the front of my door, 
accompanied by a pair of 
white patent dogs. “How 
are you? Much work?" 

“Yes. I’ve been really 
busy. I did a shoot for a 
teen magazine last week." 

“Oh. They don’t pay 
very well, do they?" 

“Not really. But it’s 
good exposure. Patsy 
Kensit started in teen 
magazines. You?” 

“I’ve had a catalogue, 
and I did a stand in 



Birmingham. A computer 
company.” 

“Which one?" 

“I don’t remember." 

A crackle of nylon, and 
the loo next to me flushes. 
A third set of clunks walks 
into the main pool. 
Squeaks of recognition. 
“Alio!” “Oh. hi. How are 
you?” “This is Kim. She's 
with my agency.” 

Model Two identifies 
herself as something like 
Marika or Tam il ea or 


lamara: I can’t lurk inside 
any more: it will become 
obvious. When I emerge, 
only two of them are left 
staring into the mirror. 

One has short hair dyed 
baby-white, the other 
seaweed-straight dark 
brown stuff down to her 
shoulders. They are 
repainting unblemished 
brick-brown lips. Both are 
wearing shift dresses with 
bootlace straps. Their 
shoulders protrude as if 
they’ve been trussed for 
Christmas. You could fit 
two of them into one of 
me. I, of course, am 
glamorous in a black 
jersey dress that hasn’t 
been the same since I . 
forgot to change out of it 
for one of those 2am 
paint-stripping jobs. 

Model One is talking as 
she makes up. top lip 
absolutely still, the bottom 
one doing the enunciation. 

far too fat,” she is 


saying. “She must weigh 
almost nine stone." 

- . “Eeuugh,” says Thraika- 
Tifinara. “Gross.” 

*1 know. She must eat 
like a pig." 

TWflra -Thm a m licks her 
finger, runs it upwards 
overher eyebrows to 
produce that Kate Moss 
lookolblank startlcmenL 

“The agency arc really 
worriecL Kelly was saying 
they're thinking about 
dropping her.” ■ 

I realise that I haven't 
exhaled for a full minute, 
so great is the effort of 
sucking in my cheekbones. 
They clomp towards the 
party. “She’s going to be 
in real trouble,” says 
Model One. “Well,” says 
Humka-lamara. “She'll 
only have herself to 
blame.” A gust of alcohol- 
fuelled yelling, and the 
door bangs to. With 
blissful relief, I release my 
strangulated breath. 


T he New Fender's Motion English 

Usage", which has been published tins 
week by OUP. iso Y really Fowler s at 
all, but Robert Burchfield's. For the fost 
time since RswfcrY dassic appeared in 
1 926. OUP have conroisMOried a . . 
complete re-writc and who better to do k 
than Robert Burchfield, whose earlier 
Supplement to (he OED mdf)ktiona?y cf 
English Etymology haw established him' 
as a worthy guardian of the mother %_ 
tongue, even if he s a New Zealander. 

Tins new bot^ howinw, dwefy - . 

- follows several other -new guides to gobd 
English. We have therefore dpektedto . «- 
test drive the new fouler (FMEU) . Z 
alongside Chambers Guide to Grammar. 

and Usage (CGGU). Longman’s Omk to 
English Usage (LGEU) anu. Martin Cults’ 
The Plain English Guide (TPEG). a * so ! 
from OUP. ... _ • . 

The table below gives their rulings on. 

six items of linguistic dilute. 


to boldly split 
final Lpnpotfltan 
protagonist 
tnfer= imply 
mWscute (sre) 
ongoing sfciafion 


FMEU LGEU CGGU TPEG 


X/= 

X/= 

X 

X 

X 


x/= = 
= ✓ 
/ - 
X * 
X * 


✓ 

/ 


(✓ approve. X disapprove, 

= equivocal. - no opinion staled) 


¥ 

# 


‘ The Plain English Guide is the most lib-' 

. era!, as might be expected in a work 
designed to help refers write dearly, 
eschewing obfuscation, pleonasm and cat- 
achress. But it almost encourages us to 
split infinitives and end sentences with - 
prepositions, simply because it’s not . wrong 
to do sain the newRwler, Burchfield .' 
says: “Avoid splitting infinitives whenever 
possible, but do not suffer undue remorse 
if a split infinitive is unavoidable.’’ He also A t 
discourages, without condemning, preposi- 
tions to end sentences with.. A I 

Burchficld/Rnrier is understanding of 
“people who knew nothing of the nature 
of Greek drama” in his acceptance of the 
use of “protagonist” to mean “propo- ■ 
nem" though he detects a “whiff of 
pleonasm" in the phrase “chief protago- 
nist”. The Longm^ Guide says 
you use the word to mean the main char- 
acter in a Greek drama, you’ll probably 
be misunderstood, so you should “have 
the courage" to use it to mean “sup- 
porter”. Chambers, meanwhile, are 
happy for you to have the courage to mis- 
spell “minuscule" even though this could 
lead the language into a crisis situation. 

Compared with the-Uberalisni of other 
grammars, Burchfield's enlightened 
pedantry is a sheer joy to read and con- 
sult. Buy it. 

, • WBfiam Hartston 
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weather 


Europe and The World 



WORUJ WEATHER VE5TERPAX M IP DAY (GUTl c.ckxxfy. War.- fete® r.rain. sn^iour. th.thureler ‘ramus day's figure at local tone. 


Amsterdam 

Athens 

Auckland 

Bangkok 

Barcelona 

Beirut 

Belgrade 

Beilin 

Bombay 

Brussels 

Budapest 

Cairo 


£ 10 50 
s 21 70 
f 16 61 
c 31 85 
c 16 61 
^22 72 
c 13 55 
c 10 50 
s 33 91 
s 946 
c 13 55 
s25 77 


Cape Town r 
Casablanca f 
Christchurch s 
Copenhagen t 

Corfu | 

Darwin s 
Florence c 
Frankfurt sh 
Geneva f 
Gibraltar s 
Helsinki f 
Hong Kong s 


16 61 
21 70 
13 55 
745 
19 66 
31 88 
17 63 
948 
12 54 
19 66 
4 39 
29 84 


Istanbul s 

Jerusalem 5 
Johannesburg c 
KuaJaLunpu- f 
Lisbon s 
‘Los Angeles s 
Madrid s 
Majorca 5 
Malta f 
Me&oume s 
’Mexico City 5 
•Miami f 


17 63 
19 66 
21 70 
33 91 

18 64 

24 75 
18 64 
21 70 

21 70 

25 77 

22 72 
29 84 


Moscow 

Munich 

•Newferk 

Nice 

Nicosia 

Paris 


•Rhj de Jan 
Riyadh 
Rome 
Singapore 


r 846 
C 948 

c 20 68 
s 19 66 
s 23 73 
1 13 55 
sh 8 46 
f -4 25 
t -4 25 
5 27 81 
c 18 64 
f 33 91 


The British Isles 


General Situation and 5-Day Outlook: 


A depression just northeast of Scotland will move away to 
the east A major depression will develop to the west of the 
countiy by Monday. 

Today, the whole of Scotland will get a mix of sunshine 
and showers with a strong northwest wind. Many of the 
showers are going to be wintry as well with the worst of 
them to the north. Northern Ireland will get some sunshine, 
but also showers and a gusty northwest wind. England and 
Ttoles is going to get a mix of sunshine and showers with a 
cool northwest wind. However, southern England will get 
off to a cloudy start with some showery rain. 

Sunday promises some sunshine, but with showery rain 
spreading into the far south and the far northwest later. 
Monday will then see windy weather everywhere with 
showers or spells of rain. And little change is expected for 
Tuesday with plenty of showers while many places get some 
longer spells of rain. Also, as strong northerly winds 
become established. It is going to turn colder. And the cold _ 
windy weather will then persist into the second half of the 
week with plenty of hail, sleet and snow showers. 


Aberdeen c 439 
Anglesey f!050 
Ayr sh 745 
Belfast c 745 
Birmingham S 948 
Blackpool s 948 
Bounwnouthsbl2 54 
Brfj^iton S1050 
Bristol fll52 
Cardiff shiOSO 


Carlisle 

Dover 


t 745 
S1050 


Dublin s 948 
Edinburgh f 948 
Exeter fl050 
Glasgow sh 846 
Guernsey fl355 
Inverness r 541 
Ipswich s 948 
Isles of SdHyfl35S 
Jersey . fl355 

Liverpool s 846 
Liard T1254 
London S1050 


You'd have to look hard to find a smaller fare. 


Contact your local travel agent or call for details on 


0345 554554 or 0345 I FLY BM 


British Midland The Airline for Europe 

bn from tendon HeiDlim. ^ 'Hectrd ±gw a»l Sublet m rroa: lortrt- , SaTM-fa, .-m. ■«. ra— . _» rpO, 



Manchester 3 846 
Newcastle t 745 
Nottingham s 948 
Oxford s 948 
Plymouth fl254 
Ronald sway 11050 
ScarbofiK^hs 846 
Southamptonfll52 
Southend s 948 
Stornoway sfi 643 
Tiree sh 948 
York s 948 


Lighting-up Times 


London. 


...4:19pm 


BtT tt e te h a n — A23pm 

Mandw*t* 4£lpm 

N e wc as tle 4:14pm 

G las go w .4£0pm 

Belfast, — — , 4- 3 2p m 

Tomorrow 

London 4d8p0i 

Bristol 4£8pm 

B irming f am — A22pm 

Manchester .. 4-ffl pm 

N e w cas tle 4:11pm 

Glasgow— 4:18pm. 

BaWaat.— A-.IQpm 



AA Roadwatch 


Ml W Yorkshire. M7 Leeds (M62 1/A653 
Hofcock), fcog-tena roadwurks and taw 
dtsurcs with speed bnas down I o ^knfdi. 
Expect delays 00 the Ml, Mttl and 
Dewsbury Rd. 

M5 Gtouccsaersinre. J13 Soraud (A4I9 


fame open on the junction mmrdabouL 

Expect long delays a peak times. 

Tyne it WLaj. AJ67M Central mmorway, 

LoQMczmnurfcbctwraJteaiiQndRdani 

tbe Nevdirefee Street Underpass. 

A1 Hertfordshire. Between A1 (M) J7 
Swwnage t Afttt Kncbwonh Hotac) and 
Ai IM) JR Sk-woage (north) (A2nS)> 
mandating work win dnse tfx: rvtnli- 
bewnd carriageway and J7 entry styi. 

M Roadwntdi 

jsHiosaW 401 !«• me niesf local ana na- 

rSSJSIil TS!?- S? uree: Tb * Automata** 
^ranon . Cafls cha^d at 39n por nwi 
raw 4?p per mm (all other tmesi 
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Air Quality 


•esterday’s Readings 
NO, 


London 
S England 
Wales 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 


Outlook far 1bday 
London 
S England 
Wales 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 

N Ireland 


Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 


so. 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 


Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 
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THEATRE A Perfect Ganesh, West Yorkshire Playhouse 

Jude Kelly's production helps the audience to stomach Terrence McNally's 
sugar-sweet play of two women searching for their souls. By Jeffrey Whinwright 
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Allow, accept, be: EteanorBron (Katharine) and PmneBa Scales (Margaret) play with writ ami tact 


Photograph: Jason Slee / Guzelian 


t is easy to fancy Katharine and Margaret taking 
the train from Connecticut, lunching at Jackie 
Mason’s and taking in a Broadway matinee that 
reminds them of the books they read in college - 
a play such as this one, in which drey appear, Tfer- 
rence McNally’s/! Perfect Ganesh. They would not 
however, be flattered. The satire they could take, 
but the play soft-soaps and comforts its audience 
to the point of insult 

We meet Katharine (Eleanor Bron) and Mar- 
garet (Prunella Scales) as they check in for their 
Indian vacation. McNally’s undoubted craft char- 
acterises the two within seconds: Margaret pursed 
and suspicious, aiming to see India “from a com- 
fortable seat somewhat at a distance”: Katharine 
disorganised and gushing with wonder - “O for a 
muse of fire!” 

McNally seeks what Margaret would call "reso- 
nance” by making a Chorus out of the Hindu god 
Ganesh, a god of appetite and trickery with an ele- 
phant's head and a huge stomach, played with great 


resource by Paul Bhattacbaijee. Ganesh explains 
to ns that he is everywhere, “in your cancer”, “in 
the ant on the way to your potato salad”, and in 
nicer places, too. He is happy , cheerful, the god of 
acceptance. 

Ganesh is evidently meant to represent and hon- 
our India and so swivel the play out of a western 
perspective. That he is ubiquitous is, of course, 
mightily convenient, for McNally can have the ben- 
efit of Ins novelty and make him sound like a cabaret 
MC An ingenious device. Ganesh nevertheless 
serves to validate an action in which India is really 
only projected in terms of Margaret and Katharine’s 
- read “our” - problems. 

Both have come to India for their souls. At first 
the play raises a sceptical eyebrow at this, but as it 
follows the femHiar pattern of unveiling the heartache 
beneath die Burbenys - both have lost sons, both 
harbour guilts and repressions, both have a future 
portion of pain awaiting - the quest is accomplished. 
The dimax comes as Margaret confronts the leper 


whose reaching hand she thinks says “love me” and 
tries to fulfil a childhood dream in which she would 
kiss a leper's face. She has to realise she cannot, and 
gives him 50 rupees instead Ganesh, whose mantra 
is “allow, accept, be” tells us, “she worried about her 
soul; he had the best meal of his life”. Such “real- 
ism” is, of course, just what we want to hear, and to 
be reassured that we have our miseries, too. Thus arc 
Margaret and Katharine healed and can love. “Come 
on!” as they say in the loge. 

Remarkably, however, Jude Kelly’s production 
manages to slip this sugar down without our notic- 
ing too much. Prunella Scales and Eleanor Bron 
play with wit, tact and enough understatement to 
keep our toes straight. The design by Robin Don, 
with excellent lighting by Jon Linstrum and sound 
by Mic Pool, is wonderfully atmospheric with a 
beautiful economy of means. Nevertheless, like 
Katharine's “perfect Ganesh” collectable, this is 
soapstone not amethyst. 

7b 7 Dec. Booking; 0113-244 2111 


CLASSICAL MUSIC 

King Olaf: BBC Philharmonic / Donald Hunt, Victoria Hall, Hanley 


T he year 1896 is a prime contender 
for the title of Elgar’s annus 
mirabilis - the year m which his 
oratorio The LitfuofLife ( Lux Christi) 
and the dramatic cantanta Scenes 
from the Saga of King Olaf both saw 
the light of day within a few months 
of each other. 

Donald Hunt’s recent performance 
at the Worcester Three Choirs Fest i- 
val of the former (with the RLPO), his 
swansong as festival director, was 
memorably convincing; and it was 
Hunt who was again at the helm (this 
time of the BBC Philharmonic) for 
the centenary revival of Kbig Olaf, 
given at the Victoria Hall, Hanley, last 
Saturday, almost exactly 100 years to 
the day after the 39-year-old Elgar 
unleashed it at the North Stafford- 
shire Triennial Music Festival. 

Besides suiting a penchant (A la 
Grieg or Wagner) for GennaniC- 
Nordic myth, King Olafs triumph of 


Christianity over pagan darkness gave 
Elgar an apt metaphor, perhaps, for 
the kind of breakthrough be was 
striving after in his own artistic fife. It’s 
a courageous and, for its day, mould- 
breaking work, in whose leitmotiyic 
invention, solo and (substantial) 
choral writing The Dream ofGenm- 
tius is dearly foreshadowed And it . 
opened doors. Performances became 
rife and within a year Jaeger at Nov- 
ello’s was Elgar's publisher. 

Adapted from Longfellow, King 
Olaf is by no means problem-free. 
Planned orchestral links got infuriat- 
ingly axed at publishers’ insistence. 
One focal encounter sustains the first 
half - a David-and-Goliath tussle 
between the pagan Ixonbeard (one 
rather warms to him) and the oppor- 
tunistically monotheistic upstart Olaf 
Then things rather peter out in a loose 
odyssey of lightly connected Circean 
scenes, centring on soprano solo. 


Paradoxically, It was this rather 
nebulous, lyrical second part that 
gained an unexpected cogency here, 
due partly to. Hunt’s easing of the 
tempi, and especially to the soprano 
Susan Chilcoti, resplendent on high 
notes, who brought to this lightly char- 
acterised medley for anti-heroine just 
the assurance and the shaping of 
Elgar’s stately, extended lines that we 
so hankered after elsewhere. 

Earlier, the tenor Arthur Davies 
(for whom the role of Olaf might have 
been tailor-made) seemed oddly tired, 
tense and un dramatic: only “Behold 
me, my people” took wing; otherwise 
Olaf remained unprojected and ill at 
ease (but then, even Edward LJoyd at 
the 1896 premiere famously missed an 
entry). Alan Opie, chilling over raspy 
cellos at the start and an appealing 
narrator later on, was periodically 
overwhelmed by an orchestral tidal 
wave. Elsewhere, from the opening's 


dark,^Epaszfes-like m litterings of bass 
clarinet, the BBC Phil, not least in the 
lush middle-strings close harmony 
that opens Part 2, responded sympa- 
thetically to this unfamiliar score. 

Besides Wedgwood and Stanley 
Matthews, the five towns’ pride and 
joy is the splendidly named (and 
attired) Ceramic City" Choir. If some 
of the gutsier choruses just lacked the 
demonism they deserved, the eerier 
ballads’ contrapuntal vigour (for ali 
the n on-reverberant acoustic) came 
across well; some interspersed gems 
of Elgarian partsong were impeccably 
phrased; and the sheer inspiration 
that led him to mesh a Parsifal-tinged 
apotheosis with the melting song “As 
Torrents in Summer” could scarcely 
have been better highlighted Had 
Gemntius never emerged, ive would 
treasure King Olaf. We should relish 
it all Lbe same. 

Roderic Dun nett 



Postcards from Oz 


v/ 

Jasper Rees 

on Television 


A merican Visions 
(BBC2. Sun), an 
anempt to explain 
“What wc can tell about 
Americans from the things 
they have made”, is made by 
an Australian. One of the 
things you can tell about 
■Australians from what they 
have made is that they hate 
Australia. The finest 
Australian minds have no 
rivals when it comes to 
making their excuses and 
emigrating. 

Our view of Australians has 
been coloured by their 
bustling media presence. 
Basically, in their high-falutin 
intellectual way. they have 
confirmed what wc always 
knew about Australians: 
they’re loud (Germaine 
Greer), they're abrasive 
(Robert Hughes), and they 
don’t take anything seriously 
(Clive James). Sec" your way 
past all the books they've 
read and written, and you can 
tell they grew up in earshot of 
the same reference points as 
the grotesques of Syhania 
Waters. This reductive view of 
Australian culture goes right 
to the top. In Neighbours - 
Tbnth Anniversary Special 
(BBC1. Mon), a BBC 
executive explained that they 
bought the soap because films 
like Picnic or Hanging Rock 
“had established an interest in 
Australian programming” 

It’s almost surreal that of 
all the eminent Australians 
only Richie Benaud dipped 
diplomatic, unsmirking, 
contravenes the stereotype. 
Hughes has been taking 
stance lessons from Benaud 


In his magnificent tour of 
American creativity, the critic 
swivels his eyes towards 
camera with his head turned 
in quarter profile, as the 
cricketer does when giving his 
unimpeachable verdict on the 
day's play- The pose is 
carefully chosen for the 
delivery of opinions which 
would sound too arrogant if 
fired off face on. It helps 
Hughes that he is physically in 
the bniise weight division. If 
the stock intellectual figure 
remains someone you could 
knock over with a feather, this 
one could punch your lights 
out Instead he knocks you 
our with criticism that smacks 
of pectorals and biceps, 
preened to a smooth 
faulilessness like something 
off Bondi Beach. 

For his first American 
vision, Hughes observed the 
Republic’s attempt to create 
its architecture on the 
Athenian model. His 
presence was sorely missed 
down in Canberra, where 
Billy Connolly was stumbling 
in his own wee way to an 
understanding of the 
Australian capital. He 
spluttered the name of Albert 
Speer, as tourists do when 
confronted by triumphalist 
urban design. Parked 
statuesqueh' in front of a bust 
of Lincoln, Hughes invoked 
the same name! He explained 
how Speer hankered to 
harness television’s potential 
for propaganda. If technology 
hud allowed Speer could 
have thrust the image of 
Hiller into every German 
home but, like Lincoln's spin 
doctors, had to make do with 
lionising him in marble. 

BiDy Connollys World 
Tour of .Australia (BBCI, 

Mon) is a perfect illustration 
of that potential for image 
projection. Television, the 
laboratory of modem 
celebrity, will nowadays only 
allow its own creations to 
front peak-time programmes. 
No matter that Connolly 
knows no more about 
Australian history than 
anyone who has read the 
Rough Guide . he got the job. 


HLs series documents 
Australia in unenligh tuning 
exclamations. !t was 
“brilliant!” on top ofSvdney 
hatbour bridge, ''fantastic!" at 
the summit of the Opera 
House, "crapr in Canberra. 
And it was “shite!" with a 
comedian u.s guide. 

Clive James's Postcard 
from the Melbourne Cup 
(1TY Mon) was superficially 
more satisfying, because 
James comes home before he 
writes his jukes. But the two 
students of Australia are cut 
from much the same eloth. 
They both hit the road on a 
motorbike, buying into the 
cliche of free-spiritednevs so 
central to the Australian myth. 
Like Connolly in Canberra^ 
James was a foreigner in 
Melbourne reeling from the 
tedium of the place. “The 
pace of life is a casual walk.” 
he said over a shot of him 
casually walking. “The dream 
of peace is still alive here." 
This is Jamesian for 'When's 
the next plane home?" 

Maybe it was just 
Melbourne that drew his 
sting, hut his relish for being 
nice to people on camera only 
to shaft them on the voice- 
over is on the wane. He own 
got a part in Ndghivnirs. a 
programme which us a eritic 
he'd have flayed alive. 
(Connolly did better: on-stage 
m Sydney, he said he was 
surprised at Kytic M tongue's 
size; then, imagining they 
were joined at the groin, he 
span her tiny frame round like 
a Catherine wheel.) 

With James transformed 
into a koala, you found 
deeper signs of subvention 
on Neighbours' own birthday 
celebration. Compiling all 
the deaths and marriages 
from the show's first decade, 
the editing had a subtle dig 
at the rhythm method of 
storyboarding in soaps. The 
actress who played Daphne 
explained how she died. 

“but that was great too 
because it brought her 
character full circle” You 
may recognise the steal 
from King Lear. “The 
sheila's come full circle." 


Virginity? No stigma 



Robert Hanks 
on Radio 


A theology student once 
told me that the 
Paraclete - an 

alternative title for the Holy 
Ghost - can he defined as the 
presence of Christ’s absence, 
a piece of information with 
which I have since w owed 
innumerable dinner-parties. 


GERAINT LEWIS 
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It- , THE PLAY 

h- Death of a Salesman 

THE FILM 

Michael Collins 

THE TELEVISION SERIES 

American Visions 

Arthur Miller’s classic alle^sry of the 

American dream, about the aspirations of 
• • • a man (Alun Armstrong) who Is running 
* - _ out of steam. The seventh Miller play 
* ' from director David Thacker. 

Alan Rickman and Julia Roberts (natch) 
join Liam Neeson (the eponymous hero) in 

Neil Jordan’s epic biopic about the Irish 
accountant turned IRA revolutionary who 
ultimately eschewed violence. 

Robert Hughes follows his outstanding 

1982 series The Shock of the New with 
an eight-part account of American We, 
history and culture through the im^es of 
its art and architecture. 

;■ Paul Taylor was profoundly unmoved by a 

"ponderous, muddled" production. “Lacks 

: drive arid momentum,'’ agreed the 
- - Standard "Highly imaginative design... A 
‘ wfeH-staged revrvaT" said foe Guardian. ■ 

■ r “One-of Thacker’s: crispest, most lucid 
" , productions,” sang the Times. “Armstrong 
C&ufstandmg,' praised the Sunday 
• Tekffaph. “Slightly plodding sincerity," 
wonted tte-Indeperident on Sunday. 

\ 1)o«n't$eehi a bit dated " said the Mail. 

Adam Mars-Jones found Jordan “strangely 
- out of touch with the hero he seeks to 
honour". "A potentially mesmerising 
subject reduced to bland slab of hero 
worship, " scoffed the FT. “Many more 
pluses than minuses," approved the 
' Guardian. "A magnificently crafted, flawed 
but honourable attempt at the most 
difficult and important of stories," hailed 
the Telegraph. "The thinking man’s Die 

Hard," scorned the Spectator. 

Jasper Rees applauded "his magnificent 
tour of American creativity". “By no means 
yet clear whether Hughes has bitten off 
more than he can chew," equivocated the 

Mail. "Muscular and powerful... throbbing 
with love for life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness through the arts. The perfect 
guide," salivated the Telegraph. “Hughes's 
bold new series looted like a lost sheep 
that had wandered out of the Open 

University corral," bleated the Guardian. 

, to repertoire, at the Lyttelton, Royal 

National Theatre, London SE1 
■--(0171-928 2252) 

Cert 15, 132 mins. On general release. 

Sundays, BBC2 7.20pm 

;i3 Sad’rather than mqying. • 

Watt instead for Nicholas v 

^^T^trier^s fflm of MPler’s / j 

■ [The Crucible. . . 

Fundamentally shaky A 

with Rickman acting 

Neeson off the screen. At 

Authoritative, well-written ^ 

and provocative. What | 

more could you want? 


Anyway, John Shuttleworth, 
Sheffield’s king of the 
Yamaha organ, now stands in 
a similar relation to Eamon, 
Older Brother of Jesus. 
Following an article by Paul 
Donovan in last week’s 
Sunday Times, complaining 
in advance of the profanity' of 
Michael Redmond's comedy 
- which works on the premise 
that the Holy Family were 
Irish immigrants to Palestine 
-James Boyle, Radio 4’s new 
controller, decided to pull 
the series and put on repeats 
of The Shuttleworths instead. 

.Among other things. 
Donovan cited jokes about 
Jesus’s halo -the actual line 
was that it kept Eamon 
awake ar night - and an 
exchange in which a Roman 
centurion “sneered” at the 
Virgin Mary “Who's that? I 
wouldn't give her one," to 
which Eamon replies. 
“Nobody ever has. in fact." 

What's interesting about 
both these jokes is that they' 
rely on the assumption of 
Christ’s divinity and Maiy’s 
virginity - hence the mystery, 
never explained, that Eamon 
is Jesus's older brother (that 
point clearly went over the 
head of one newspaper this 
week, which referred to the 
programme as Eanton. 

Younger Brother of Christ). 

And it's hard to sec where the 
problem is to having a Roman 


soldier expressing sexual 
distaste for Mary, whose 
attractiveness to men is not. 
one would have thought, an 
article of anybody's faith. The 
joke here is about the way 
men talk about women, and 
the peculiar doublethink that 
allows many of them to pray 
to a Virgin while treating 
other women with contempt. 
In any case, if we're not going 
to have Roman soldiers 
displaying irreverence 
towards the Holy Family, does 
that mciin we are going to 
condemn programmes that 
show them doing stuff like, 
oh. I don’t know, beating up 
Jesus and putting a crown of 
thorns on his head? 

The basic point should he 
clear: to use religion as 
material for a joke is not the 
same as failing to take it 
seriously - and that’s true 
even when the jokes involve 
sex and swearing {Eamon 
was. after all. being 
broadcast way after any 
conceivable watershed in the 
Late Nigfu Opening slot ). 

Still. Paul Donovan's 
feelings aren't the real issue. 
The issue is James Boyles 
reaction, which looks like 
either pathetic timidity and 
over-sensitivity to 
newspapers, or ill-judged 
authoritarianism. Either way. 
it doesn't sound like the 
Radio 4 we know and love. 




Win a Pioneer CD Recorder 

Pioneer's award-winning 
PDR-05 might look like a 
state-of-the-art CD player for 
a hi-fi system, but it's much 
much more than that: it’s the 
world's first consumer CD 
Recorder! Using special CD- 
R blank discs Which cost 
£7.95, you can make your 
own 60 minute CD's Which 
will play on any CD player... 
making' compilations from 
IP’s, cassettes, digital tapes 
and of course other CD's 
too. We're giving you the 
chance to win one of these 
superb Pioneer PDR-05 CD 
players plus ten blank discs - 
worth a total of £1379. 

To enter, simply dial the 

CaH3 cost S0pAnk\ daytime and 45pjmn at ol Mw times. Wmr pdtad a random otter 
fries ctoMi 17 Nwemtoar. 96. Usui Nowpqjw PUrtsNng tulas apply Ea*cr5tH««JfMa 
finot The recajfCfcng and payback o! curom tnajertal may orty bo p03<4e ty potiVskxi. 

Plea** iet« » the Copynflix. De&gn and Patents ha isea. 


flD PIONEER* 

Art of fintotafamenf 
For Information and brochure call 
0800480480 

number below, answer the 
two questions on line and 
leave vour details. 
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Hairybacks and 


white kaffirs 
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Christopher Hope cheers a lexicographical milestone 
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A Dictionary of South African English: on Historical Principles ed/ted by Penny Silva. Oxford , £85 




I have been called a “native” of South 
Africa. And I've been called a ■‘white 
kaffir”. I proudly confess to being botii 
and I am happy to find them listed in 
the monumental new Dictionary of South 
African English. Even if the good book 
cautions against their use for the offence 
they may cause. 

Never mind. This is a wonderful 
achievement, an occasion for trumpets 
and confetti. At long last, speakers of 
South African English have been given a 
work of reference commensurate with the 
rich, irreverent vigour of then language. 
It's been a long time coming. A quarter 
of a century in the making, some 5000 
entries and a joy from first to last. 

From now on. not only will others 
understand us a little more easily: but here 
is proof that South African English may 
be read, savoured and, even more sur- 
prisingly, understood. So if I write: “The 
feugel left the Greek and jumped the 
robot”, the foreign reader need only 
consult the dictionary to see that I'm talk- 
ing not Yiddish, science fiction or even 
sexual perversion. I’m reporting that "a 
young, spoilt, wealthy (Jewish) 
worn an...preoccu pied with frivolities” 
drove away from the corner shop and 
failed to stop at the traffic lights. 

As to the question of giving offence, 
nothing the commendable editors of the 
dictionary may say. is likely to discourage 
South Africans from insulting one 
another when the occasion demands. 
Nor should it Because your outrage may 
be my pleasure. It was always so. Only 
when the dictionary ventures into cau- 
tionary matters does it flounder. 

Take the time honoured insults 
addressed to Afrikaners: the popular 
“haiiyback”; or the more inventive “rock- 
spider". No good, says the dictionary. Yet 


equally popular gibes at the English - 
roainek (redneck) or soutoiel (saltorickl 


roainek (redneck) or soutpiel (saltprick) 
- rate only the dodgy health warning 
“often derogatory”. Often? Mostly, surely, 
or why bother? 

And sometimes the same word may 
have entirely opposite effects. Black rad- 


icals often used “Boer", referring to 
police officers or soldiers or farmers, as 
an insult. But when used among Afrikan- 
ers about themselves, the editors insist, it 
is an “affectionate and humorous name". 

In fact - not here canvassed - the word 
is also favoured by the neo-fascist white, 
right wing Afrikaners for whom it has 
mystical overtones of purification and lost 
innocence. 

Then there is the word no one talks 
about but a lot of people use: “Kaffir". A 
form, derived innocently enough (except 
that it was probably coined by slave 
traders) from the Arabic kafir, meaning 
unbeliever. The k-word receives by far the 
longest entry in the dictionap' (eight 
pages) and is deemed “offensive in all 
senses and combinations". 

And yes, often it is. But outside the 
cities, you travel in the platteland (rural 
or country districts) you will find it in the 
mouths of almost every farmer you meet, 
used with calculated venom or unabashed 
affection. I do not know which is worse. 

Bui then, again, it is impossible to under- 
stand the often poisonous relations between 
black and white during the past three cen- 
turies without familiarising oneself with the 
term and its remarkable variants. 

I think such words might be liberated far 
more effectively by taking them out of the 
mouths of those to whom the sole right to 
use them has now been ceded: the coali- 
tion dfkmermders (diehards), religious cra- 
zies and messianic Boers who constitute 
the grumbling opposition to democracy by 
giving them back to those they set out to 
insulL 

Happily, when it comes to laying down 
the law as to what is and is not correct: the 
editors of the dictionary, have done, as 
Bowler did in the vexed natter of the 
hyphen, and chosen to wallow in the gen- 
eral confusion. They show themselves to 
be fas more interested in recording and cel- 
ebrating the varieties of South African 
English than deciding who should have 
their mouths washed out Such mildness 
is admirable and wise. We have had 
enough of the language police in South 


Africa. 

And they are still rising high. Recently, 
the new government following the exam- 
ple of apartheid, decided to enforce laws 
against “hale speech". Like their prede- 
cessors, this will do little to stop the hate 
and much to curtail free expression. ■ 

There is always a great gaseous cloud 
of rhetoric floating about easy talk of free- 
dom of speech, and essential Liberties in 
the new South Africa. The country 
remains the capital of cant and the home 
of humbug. The number of official lan- 
guages has risen from two ( Afrikaans and 
English) to eleven. It is called “indigem- 
sation", an ugly word for an empty notion. 
The idea is to emphasise languages 
unjustly neglected in the past Zulu, say, 
which boasts more speakers than any 
other language. But the polity is likely to 
enhance the appeal of English, the one 
language unconnected to party or tribe. 

Afrikaans is now under threat. Hardly 
surprising that the tongue of the masters 
does not appeal to their former servants. 
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lt is scant consolation, perhaps, but a 
cross-section of the loaf, ranging from 




cross-section of the laal. ranging from 
racial epithets like kaffirboetie (little 
brother of black people) to amatoiy 
jokes: opsitkers (courting candle) and 
bellicose political war cries like baaskap 
(bosshood) as well as many of its choice 
vulgarities like the memorable bosbefok 
(driven crazy by bush warfare) remains 
embedded in South African English. Odd 
to think that were Afrikaans to disappear 
tomorrow, a good deal would survive in 
the dictionary of the old enemy. 

Oddness does not end there. One of the 
pleasures of this compulsively readable 
work is to discover that all sorts of peo- 
ple. encouraged to hate and detest each 
other, have been borrowing bits of each 
others languages for centuries. South 
African English, true to its mongrel tra- 
ditions. has simply stolen more thoroughly 
than any of the others. And that’s why it 
will always offend one party m another. 

For a long time, merely being an Eng- 
lish speaker in South Africa was politically 
incorrect. Hie language itself was seen as 


Poisonous relations: three girls oblivious to apartheid, photographed in IS 50s Cape Town 
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seditious, inclining its speakers towards 
what I’ll call “kajfirboetiedom "And since 
it docs not yet appear in the dictionary 
and remembering what is and is not 
offensive, I will translate my coinage as 
“an unnaturally fraternal feeling for peo- 
ple of African origuT. 

lb the seditious popularity of English, 
the former regime responded by banning 
English books, newspapers, attacking 
English churches and universities with rit- 
ual enthusiasm. This was regarded as per- 
fectly fair. Yet whenever English speak- 
ers objected to living in a racial zoo 
designed to protect the mythical purity of 
Afrikaner nationalists, they were accused 
by their masters of giving way to Boerchaai 
(hatred of the Boers). 

For a long time we were governed by 


demented social engineers, aided by the 
police. Words and their meanings were 
crucial. The leaders of the rolling tribal 
coop which ran South Africa did not just 
take over the radio stations, they captured 
the dictionaries. Words were to mean 
what Ministers decided them to mean. 
Shoddy linguistic goods designed to dis- 
guise local lunacy. When the state 
intended to disenfranchise most of itscit- 
izens it declared them “independent". 
When it planned to murder them it 
formed the “Civil Co-operation Bureau". 

It’s good to have recorded here our very 
own idiot lingo: “parallel development", 
“separate freedoms" and “National 
Christian Education". All as empty of 
meaning as the great sham lexicon of the 
Soviet era, right up there with “Interna- 


The Blair facts about Dickens and politics 


Who would get the Great Inimitable's vote in a 1997 General Election? John Sutherland thinks New Labour has it 


Dickens's Journalism Volume II, The Amusements of the People and Other Papers: Reports, Essays and Reviews 1834-51 edited by Michael Slater, Dent, £25 


W hy should T write for pos- 
terity", asked Oscar Wilde, 
“what has posterity ever 
done for me?" Quite a lot. Wilde 
scholars might retort, looking at the 
library shelves. But of all the Vic- 
torians. the writer who has been 
best served by posterity is Charles 
Dickens. His literary remains have 
been curated with the reverence 
normally reserved for sacred relics. 
Dickens has been particularly for- 
tunate in attracting a corps of mod- 
em British scholars whose bril- 
liance is partnered with the 
willingness to suppress ego that edi- 
toriaOabour demands. Pre-eminent 
in this group are Kathleen Tlllot- 
son, K. J. Fielding. Philip Collins 
and Michael Slater, who is now 
half-way through his Four-volume 
collection of Dickens's journalism. 
Had he never penned a word of 


fiction. Dickens would live for pos- 
terity as one of England’s greatest 
journalists. Indeed, we might pay 
more attention to this facet of his 
genius were it not obscured by his 
fame as a novelist. But journalism 
is the most ephemeral of the liter- 
ary arts. Even the best newspaper 
writing loses its force and relevance 
within weeks. Wisely, Slater has not 
attempted a complete reprinting - 
although he offers in his appendices 
an up-to-date checklist of ail Dick- 
ens's hitherto identified periodical 
writing. Since 19th-century jour- 
nalism was routinely anonymous 
this, in itself, is a valuable resource 
for Dickensian scholars. Among its 
many attractions, this collection is 
impeccably edited and discreetly 
but amply annotated. 

This second volume covers the 
period from Dickens's first sub- 


missions as a staff reporter on the 
Morning Chronicle in 1834 to his 
first editorial essays for his own 
weekly, Household Words, in 1851. 
There is also a good selection from 
Dickens’s fiery contributions to the 
Examiner in the late 1840s, many of 
which have only recently come to 
light. 

Slater bas been careful to include 
some of the familiar plums - “On 
Duty with Inspector Field”, for 
instance, which reflects Dickens's 
fascination with “thief-takers" and 
lays the ground for the Inspector 
Bucket sub-plot in Bleak House. 
But the value of Slater's enterprise 
is that unlike previous selections it 
offers a chronological record of the 
fluidities in Dickens’s thinking on 
current affairs over 17 intellectually 
formative years. The journalist who 
emerges in the early 1850s is opin- 


ionated, and sometimes pig- 
headed, but on most matters won- 
derfully sensible. 

This is a book less to consult than 
to read through consecutively. Any- 
one who does so will. I think, know 
Dickens (Dickens 1S34 — 51, that 
is) much better than before. So 
much so that one can play the game 
of wondering who would ;qc 
G reat Inimitable's vote in the forth- 
coming 1997 General Election. Is 
he a Blairite or a Majorite? One 
can ignore the early pieces for the 
Morning Chronicle which are, to 
editorial order, rabidly anti-Toiy. In 
the 1840s, Dickens emerges as 
something of a swing voter. On law 
and order, he is undeniably soft on 
some criminals, but hard on all the 
causes of crime. The spectacle of 
judges sending starving single 
mothers to the gallows for infanti- 


cide, or transporting children for 
theft, regularly rouses him to furies 
of sarcasm. Why do the decent poor 
turn to criminal ways? - because 
they are ignorant and desperate 
and society has made them so. 

There is tittle on political sleaze 
in the articles here, although much 
to come in 1855 when - following 
.’~e corruption revealed by the 
Crimean War - Dickens becomes 
the hammer of the Administrative 
Reform Association. It’s a fair 
guess that Boz would not be writ- 
ing pieces in Household Words sup- 
porting Neil Hamilton. On social 
welfare he is radical. The most fero- 
cious pieces in the collection are 
those attacking the parsimony of 
workhouses and laissez-faire “baby 
farms" (childcare centres for the 
poor) such as that at Tooting in 
1848, where 150 children died of 


cholera. An unexpected piece in 
March 1851 about the barbarous 
treatment of cattle in London's 
Smithfield slaughter-houses sug- 
gests that Dickens might have some 
sympathy for the Aju'mal Rights 
Movement. The Liberal-Democ- 
rats could be in with a chance. 

On the other hand, Charles 
Dickens in the 1840s is definitely 
anti-Europe - a continent which he 
sees as both tyrannic and revolu- 
tionary and best kept away from. 
For the same Europhobic reason he 
despises “the well-meaning men 
who would disarm England". 
Michael Portillo’s “Don’t mess with 
us” would find an answering echo 
from Dickens. He dislikes the 
Catholic Irish and would be 
staunchly pro-Union. Dickens hates 
strikes - particularly railway strikes, 
They are “unpatriotic” and cannot 
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tionalism" and “Enemy of the people". 

I’d like to report rhat those days are 
gone. In fact the new broadcasting ser- 
vices seem as anxious as ever to reflect 
and promote government policy. And 
obediently spray audiences with news as 
cloudy as soporific gas. designed to pacify 
or confuse. A poem of mine, celebrating 
the agonies and fatuities of right wing big- 
otry was banned recently by the new 
SABC. just as once it had been banned 
try the old, a quarter of a century before. 
I claim a kind of record: the first writer 
to have work banned under both regimes. 
• South Africa has a way to go before 
people resist the urge to check their rifles 
when politicians talk of freedom. This 
essential book takes us several steps 
along the way. 
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be defended by “any honest man". 
He would bash the unions as glee- 
fully as any Chingford skinhead. 
Increasingly, as he approaches mid- 
dle-age, there is a streak in Dick- 
ens which believes that prison 
works. Not, that is, the Molly-cod- 
dling “model prisons" such as that 
set up at Pentonvfilc in 1842 about 
which he writes a scathing piece 
(“Pet Prisoners") in 1850. Dickens 
believes, with Michael Howard, in 
the sharp shock - and for hardened 
criminals the shock should be very 
short, no longer than a body takes 
to drop ten feet. 

My guess is that Dickens would, 
after much soul-searching, proba- 
bly go for Blair - if only because 
New Labour will be friendlier to the 
homeless outside his house in 
Doughty Street, But it’s nicely 
poised. 
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of Biography 


On the trail with Salman, Tristram and Pete 



Lachlan Mackinnon relishes an 18th century classic in post-modernist guise 

The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman by Martin Rowson, Picador, £15.99 
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T his is Martin Rowson’s second 
graphic work based on a pre- 
ceding literary text- His first, 
The Biss' Land (1990), turned TS. 
Eliot s poem into a film near strip 
cartoon with dialogue in the style of 
Raymond Chandler. The last pic- 
ture wiihin the text shows a bust of 
Eliot on a scrapheap of cultural 
detritus: on the spine of a book arc 
the letters “Piranes". and it is in a 
Pirancsian cellar that we find our- 
selves at the start of Rowson’s Tris- 
tram Shandy, as though released 
from the hard exteriors of a poem 
he dislikes into the inner space of a 
novel he adores. 

That sense of inner spaa: proves 
to be misleading, though. The 
arches and vaults are in fact the 
inside of Whiter Shandy's testicles, 
and he is about the business of 
begetting Tristram. Tristram leads 
his companions, including James 
Joyce, out of his mother’s vagina as 
the act concludes. 


Laurence Sterne’s lSth-cenhrry 
novel parodies the association of 
ideas which John Locke had seen as 
structuring consciousness. Walter 
Shandy and his wife have sex 
monthly, on the night he winds the 
family dock. In Rowsan’s version, 
Mrs Shandy has a gleeful thought of 
the clock opening its case tike a 
flasher to reveal weights and pen- 
dulum metamorphosed into mole 
genitals. One of Rowson’s triumphs 
is to remind us how relentlessly 
physical the novel is. 

More extraordinary, though, is 


the way in which Rowson s pictor- 
ial imagination takes off from 


easy to see it as the prototypical anti- 
novel, and much in Rowson’s treat- 
ment supports that view. 

Tristram and his companions 
march on relentlessly through Row- 
son’s versioo, seemingly oblivious of 
the several accidents they undergo. 
But Tristram's is not the only band 
of travellers across the work's sur- 
face. The cartoonist himself and his 
talking dog Pete make the same 
journey, commenting on what they 
see and at times appearing in the 
same frame as the hero. This new 
level of narration adds a contem- 


ial imagination takes off from 
Sterne's seemingly artless style. 
Sterne punctuates largely with 
dashes, suggesting the flickering 
feel of his narrator’s mind. TTie 
novel digresses, offers self-exculpa- 
tory diagrams of its progress, has 
one black and one marbled page, 
and contains seemingly endless par- 
odic documents. In one sense, it is 


porary angle, as do the portrayals of 
hying people. The servant Oba- 
diah, for instance, is modelled on 
Ben Pimlotu someone remarkably 
like Salman Rushdie drops the hot 
chestnut which foils into the lap of 
Phutatorius, seemingly the Books 
Editor of this paper, 
from the moment Tristram leads 


his troupe out of a lovingly detailed 
bedroom onto a blank space, 


though, to end ir~ ^dingon the back 
of Locke w .. - mself riding a 
hobby-horse, wean,,, vans that this 
book's primary achievement is pio 
toriaL A gallery of oiJ masters, rang- 
ing from Rowlandscn and Consta- 
ble to George Grosz, is echoed. 
Where Sterne shifts between kinds 
of literary voice, Rowson shifts 
between pictorial eyes. This book 
becomes a magnificent tribute to ft' 
original, perhaps the most extraor- 
dinary work in the history of illus- 
trations to Sterne and a work in its 
own right. 

But Sterne's novel was also a 
work of deep feeling which Rowson 
does less to convey. The amours of 
Uncle Toby and the Widow Wad- 
man are at one level the subject of 
smut, as Rowson shows, but at 
another they are profoundly touch- 
ing, which is not evident here. In the 
end, we leave Rowson’s imaginative 
space to reopen the covers which 
contain a larger one. 




Uw humour; Phutatorius fells tout of a hot chestnut 
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A musical magic circle 

Sarah Bradford reads the life of an Edwardian Lady with a taste for scandal 

Violet: The Life and Loves of Violet Gordon Woodhouse by Jessfca Douglas-Home > Han/ill, £20 


E ven today a woman who lived 
openly and in style with a harem of 
rour men, three of them younger 
than herself, would be considered 
out ot Ihe ordinary. But then Violet Gor- 
don Woodhouse, the subject of this biog- 
raphy, was an extraordinary woman to 
whom normal rules (in her view at least) 
did not apply, fa her eyes and those of her 
mends, her unique artistry on the harpsi- 
chord and clavichord, coupled with an 
alluring^ and dominating - perso nali ty, • 
entirely justified what to Edwaidian soci- 
ety was an uniquely scandalous way of life. 

Violet was undoubtedly an enchantress, 
both in her m a gica l musical powers and her 
ability to enslave men and women, hus- 
bands, lovers, servants, friends. At the time 
people attributed this to her exotic Indone- 
sian ancestry; her maternal grandfather 
married the granddaughter of a S uma tran 
ranee. Violet was exceptionally graceful, 
small, slim and dark, with brown eyes and 
j'et-black hair (which later in fife she dyed 
an astonishing steely blue). There was, 
however, nothing exotic about her father's 
family. The Gwynnesowned an engineer- 
ing company, Gwynne & Go, based on their 
invention of the centrifugal pump. James 
Gwynne (Violet’s father) married her 
mother. May Purvis, against ferocious 
family opposition undoubtedly based on 
suspicions about her mixed blood. He was 
a stubborn, practical man; among his wed- 
ding presents to his delicate, romantic bride 
who was suspected of being tubercular, was 
the prosaic gift of a respirator. 

James Gwynoe’s ascent to the 
squirearchy mirrored the rise of the mid- 
dle classes from trade to landowning typ- Violet: orchestrating her affairs at Southover Manor with husband Gordon (left) and Bill Barrington, her lover 
ical of the Victorian age. He bought two • 

East Sussex manors, Folkington Place and playing in public. Sbe longed to be allowed women. 

Wootton, steadily acquiring land from to play professionally but this her father Gordon gave Violet lifelong devotion on 
neighbouring aristocrats until by the end would never allow; despite her horror her own terms, not even seeming to mind 
of his fife it could be said that “the hunt when told the facts of life by her mother, when she fell in love with the Hon William 
could run all day without ever leaving she realised that marriage was her only Barrington, heir to an Oxfordshire estate. 

Squire Gwyime’s boundaries.” At Folk- routeto independence and self-fulfilment, and he with hen Gordon accepted his wife's 
ington there were Canalettos on the walls When she was 23, she set her sights oo obsession with Barrington; by 1901 they 
and a fine library, hothouses, and stables Gordon Woodhouse, in whom she detected were living in a contented manage d troi at 
for 20 horses. James was a tyrannical and the qualities sbe needed in a husband - Southover, a household financed and run 
unsympathetic husband and father in the kindness, loyal devotion and an income by Gordon, while Violet concentrated on 
Victorian mode. Violet was die only (me -large enough to support her. Gordon was her music and her role as goddess of the 
of his seven children never to suffer from shy and not very interested in women. Vio- shrine and Bill developed his talent for gar- 
his black moods and fits of temper; sbe let made it dear from the start that their den design. It was not long before it 
could beguile her father into giving her marriage was to be platonic and be. became a manage a cinq as two more Vio- 
almost anything she wanted. She was the accepted it. She was already an object of let worshippers, the rich, witty Max 
family star, always the centre of attention, desire for lesbians, although it is not clear Labouchdre. and, later, the Hon Denis 
her musical genius recognised from the age howfarher relationships went in this direc- TbUemache joined the circle. Hovering in 
of seven. By the time she was 20 die was tion; die was undoubtedly a flirt and the wings would be Violet’s female ador- 
moving in musical circles and occasionally encouraged adoration in both men and ers. It was toddy accepted that Bill was Vio- 


let’s real “husband’'. 

Violet's exotic life-style is given added 
poignancy by being described through the 
eyes of her plain spinster sister, Dorothy, 
who cherished an unrequited tendresse for 
Gordon. “Bobo” as she called Violet, 
remained to her an object of wonderment 
as, with exquisite selfishness and absolute 
single-mindedness, she created her own 
image, indulging her taste for unusual and 
expensive clothes and objects, and devel- 
oped her musical talent 

On a typical day in London, she would 
spend the morning practising then sally 
forth to Fortnum and Mason, accompanied 
by her “tail” of four adorers who would 
compete with each other to buy her pre- 
sents. Music was at the centre of her life, 
she was friends with Delius, Sir Thomas 



Beecharru the composer. Elbe! Smyth 
(who of course fell in love with her), Dol- 
nu»t<yh- Diaghilev. She gave Sunday con- 
certs at her house in London, where, 
among others, the young Osbert Sitwell. 
Siegmed Sassoon and Wilfred Owen were 
transfixed by her performances. 

World War One broke up the magic cir- 
cle; Denis was captured. Max killed and Bill 
sent to the Middle East. A combination of 
the war and Violet’s extravagance had such 
a severe effect on Gordon’s finances that 
Violet was forced to play for money: in her 
fate 40s she was at the zenith of her abili- 
ties and much in demand. Delius wrote of 
her that she was “a real artist - who plays 
the harpsichord most beautifully and plays 
us all the lovely English music or the 15th 
and 16th centuries - also Bach and Scar- 
latti.” fa the post-war years her skills 
reached new heights, touching even the 
unmusical, like Roger Fry. During World 
War TWo she developed an intense rela- 
tionship with Sachevcrell Sitwell who 
encouraged her in a late-flowering passion 
for Domenico Scarlatti. 

Jessica Douglas-Home has a real gift for 
the evocation of the spirit of place, partic- 
ularly in the chapters on Violet’s post-war 
life with Gordon. Bill and Denis at Nether 
Lypiatt in Gloucestershire, their home 
from 1923 to the end of their lives. Her 
descriptions of the house and surrounding 
countryside come alive, us do the Arts and 
Crafts circles in Gloucestershire, the 
“Artists of the Golden Valley” patronised 
by Violet. Gordon Woodhouse having 
been cut out of his mothers will because 
of her disapproval of Violets menage, 
Violet had her usual stroke of luck when 
the butler murdered Gordon's sisters and 
their inheritance passed to him. She could 
now afford every luxury': visitors to Nether 
Lypiatt were struck by the wonderful food 
orchestrated by Gordon, the beauty of the 
garden created by BilL and the sight of Vio- 
let’s two Pekingese being taken for a drive 
in her chauffeur-driven Daimler. Jessica 
Douglas-Home brilliantly illuminates Vio- 
let’s life and the intricacies of her friend- 
ships while never losing sight of the impor- 
tance to her of her music. 

Violet was a monster but nonetheless a 
life-enhancer and a performance artist of 
real importance. With skilful use of letters 
and diaries and painstaking research, Dou- 
glas-Home has contrived an entrancing 
portrait of this unusual woman which will 
enchant even those who are uninterested 
in music. 


Neil desperandum 
at the court of King Rupert 


Cry Mother, if 
you will... 


Andreas Whittam Smith ponders the point of a vainglorious memoir 

' « 

Full Disclosure by Andrew Neil, Macmillan, £20 


D J Taylor on nuns and honeymoons 

Ripples of Dissent Women’s Stories of Marriage from the 1890s 
edited by Bridget Bennett Dent £25 


A ndrew Neil has . written an 
account of his eleven years as 
editor of the Sunday Tones 
rom 1983 in order to prove some- 
hing. He wants tis to know that he 
lid a fine job and he wishes us to 
inderstand the mafign reasons 
/hich led Rupert Murdoch to ease 
lim out Fbr my part, I hoped to 
liscover the mainspring ot Neil’s 
haracter. Why did he produce 
lews pages which were animated by 
late? The editor and his team 
eemed to detest many of the peo- 
ie and institutions abort whom the 
'unday Times wrote and wanted to 
•ersuade the readers to loathe 
hem too. And why is a man with' 
o many achievements to his name 
o vainglorious? He claims to be 
lore impressed, by. deeds than 
rords, and yet he feels compelled 
d write a 470-page justification’of : 
is career. 

Neil thinks there is a diseased' 
stablishment in power. At-grato- . 
iar school in Paisley and uxuveisity a 
t Glasgow he developed a disSke^j 




M 
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Neft removed because he became too famous? 


ajOn.' After leaving university, he 
*' ■ the Conservative Research 
it in London. In other 


. the “peculiar combination |§3|S5, hc I s banded the key to the 
.ibbeiy and incompetence*' which ^fabfidrmenfs front door. Politics, 
believes characterises the Estabr been said, are nothin more 
uncut (which he sometimes caEs tton a means of rising in the world, 
iglish and sometimes British). ..£-He soon -goes to the Economist, 
zy and complacent, the Estab-Vfrom wbere, ten years later, Mur- 
timent seemed 1 to- be presiding^ iloch picks him to be editor of ihe 
ez decline and thus “offended the ' Sunday Times at the age of 34. This 
triotism my parentsbad instilled : fetheprimioscpath. 
me.” He lumps together the pub- ■ But it had led him to -a destina- 
school system and Oxbridge, not . tion even more disagreeable than 
■ing thfit the former is in retreat the Establishment; for he, has 
ile people like himseffhavelong arrived at the “Court of the Sun 
urinated the two ancient English ' Kang”. Neil gives the best account 
iversities. In his view, the men- I know, outride the history or total- 
racy had made great gains but itarian states, of what it is like to 
s being driven back .by Hi gh work in a situation in which all 
[ies and a left-wring chattering power is held by a single person, 
js. Yet you can agree with all this Strong-willed, successful fi ret g en- 
hout burning with hatred.-:- ' ■ eration entrepreneurs often behave 
3y contrast. NeSi writes sweetly as dictators. The advantages are 
jut his parents (plain, decent quick _ decision-making, daring 
k), -about his bromer fwho was strategic* and a permanent state of 
•rant and enjoyed their father's highaTerf It is also cruel, heartless, 
xl hatiire) and about, his Mimfliatin g and draiamg^of the 
winging / a happy; -tmcompli- personalities of those mvolvea 
edcSuldhood). There seems ; AsNeiI puts.it, you are not a 
hingmhis early daysto explain director or manage r or an editor: 
dark side of he character. Nor you are a courtier - rewarded with 


money and status by a grateful 
King as long as you serve his pur- 
pose, dismissed outright or 
demoted to a remote corner of the 
empire when you have ceased to 
please him or outlived your useful- 
ness. He may intervene in matters 
great or smalL He is constantly on 
your mind. “I wonder how the 
King is today” is the first question 
a good courtier asks himself when 
he wakes up. However the courtiers 
themselves soon become worse 
than His Majesty. He is brutal with 
them; they are, if anything, even 
more unpleasant to their under- 
lings. Neil admits that he himself 
was quick to penalise failure and 
slow to praise success; he became 
a “harsh, unforgiving editor”. Nor 
is there any trust between courtiers; 
they will always (fitch a colleague to 
obtain the King's favour. I had 
understood that this was how Mur- 
doch's media empire worked. Neil 
has provided compelling detail 
The next stage in this autobio- 
graphical project is to prove how 
good tiie Sunday Tones was during 
our hero's period as editor. With 
the figures for circulation, paging 
and advertising revenue, the case is 


easily made. But we are also treated 
to a rehashing of old Sunday Times 
campaigns and stories. This serves 
to jog the memory rather than to 
provide fresh insights. It comes 
across as boastful, and lacking in 
nuance. Newspapers are said to 
write the first rough draft of history, 
Nefl just gives us the same, uncor- 
rected versions again. 

Finally, we come to the point of 
the book. Neil was removed, he 
argues, because he was becoming 
too famous. He says he was warned 
early in 1994: “Rupert resents you 
becoming a public figure in your 
own right”. Murdoch, he believed, 
bridled every time word reached 
him fa America that Neil had been 
on radio or television. The courtier 
was becoming too powerful, too 
independent. This was the true 
reason, NeC argues: Murdoch felt 
he was losing control of the Sunday 
Tones. 

I do not buy this story. Neil had 
begun to present the early morn- 
ing news show on a London talk 
station. The owner of the Sunday 
Times had every right to resent this 
and believe that it was a diversion 
of his editor’s creative energy. 
Moreover, newspaper owners gen- 
erally welcome the sort of fame 
that came Neil's way as a result of 
having to defend and explain the 
newspaper on television and radio 
and be interviewed on the big 
issues of the day. It is seen as free, 
prime time publicity; indeed nowa- 
days journalists who cannot handle 
this side of the job are unlikely to 
become editors. It is hard to 
believe that Murdoch has a dif- 
ferent view. 

However it scarcely matters that 
Full Disclosure fails to convince in 
the way Neil wishes. Leaving aside 
the occasional repetition which 
indicates undue baste in writing and 
editing, the book is very readable 
and interesting. As well as the 
angry, boastful Andrew Neil, we 
also meet the modest, self-knowing, 
dignified Nefl whose account of his 
affair with Pamela Bordes is beau- 
tifully and affectingly told. 


I n our excitement over the arti- 
ficial flowerings of the 1 980s fin 
de siecle wc tend to forget the 
existence of another kind of latc- 
19th century ferment: agitation 
over the role of women. Although 
it is difficult to think of a time in 
the past 150 years when English 
society wasn't exercised by this 
absorbing topic, Bridget Bennett’s 
lead-in to her aptly-titled collection 
has no trouble in demonstrating 
that in the 1890s it reached boiling 
point. Mainstream literature of 
the period is full of idiosyncratic, 
deracinated female figures, 
whether “New Women” like 
Hardy’s Sue Bridehead, rebelling 
against conventional social 
arrangements, or the '’superfluous 
female” of the Victorian census 
return who provided George Giss- 
ing with the theme for his grim 
novel. The Chid Women. 

Ripples of Dissent assembles a 
variety of feminine magazine stories 
on the woman - specifically mar- 
riage - question, chosen equally 

from English and American sources. 
While they range from the out- 
wardly conventional to the indis- 
putably prophetic, nearly all of 
them manage to coil into question 
one or other of the 19th century’s 
sexual orthodoxies. Most ominous 
of all perhaps, is the note of resent- 
ment levelled by younger women at 
the elders who betrayed them - the 
heroine of George Egerton’s “Vir- 
gin Soil” for example, who comes 
back to reproach the mother who 
encouraged her to many a brute - 
coupled with a desire to escape the 
horrors of the average lat e-Victorian 
honeymoon, Janey, in Margaret 
Oliphant's ‘‘A Story of a Wedding 
Tour”, travelling with her ghastly 
husband, simply gives him the slip 
and takes refuge in a French village. 

Not everything here is as explicit 
as the recriminations of Egerton’s 
Flo (“Cry, Mother, if you will: you 
don’t know how much you have to 
cry for"). Yet even the quieter con- 
tributions are directed at the notion 
of independence: Mary Wilkins 
Freeman's “A New England Nun”. 


for instance, in which a woman 
whose engagement has lasted for 
the 14years of her fiance's absences 
abroad, rejects the man on his 
re rum merely as a means of pre- 
serving her settled and agreeable 
existence. Interesting^, the bound- 
aries being extended here are mostly 
those of subject matter rather than 
treatment - and no doubt the moral 
ukases of the contemporary maga- 
zine market still prohibited anything 
like a realistic discussion of sex. 

Inevitably, one or two of the 31 
stories don’t really fit into the sub- 
versive category' chosen by their 
compiler: Violet Jacob's “Pru- 
dence and Colonel Dormer” is just 
an engaging account of a young 
woman being helped to meet the 
right man, while E Ncsbit's “John 
Charringlon's Wedding" is a grue- 
some story m which - as far as one 
can make out - the girl marries her 
bridegroom two hours after the 
latter's death in a carriage acci- 
dent. 

You wonder loo. about the wisdom 
(literary, that is - it makes perfect 
sense commercially) of including 
some of the American material 
given the profound differences in 
soda! conditions and outlook. Tommy 
in Wflla Cither's “Tommy the Unsen- 
timental”. is less a teenage feminist 
rebelling against her place in society, 
than a specimen of the “tomboy”, a 
staple of early American fiction. 

Individual gems stand out. In 
particular. “Suggestion” by Ada 
Leverson is a revelation: six or 
seven pages of glittering chatter 
placed in the mouth of a decadent 
young teenage boy bus)’ rearrang- 
ing the love lives of members of his 
family in an atmosphere of checiy 
amoraiity, and a kind of pontoon 
bridge linking the ‘90s twilight with 
the proto-modernism of Ronald 
Firbank. Elegantly produced and 
edited, and with excellent bio- 
graphical notes. Ripples of Dissent 
fails only at the price hurdle. But 
whatever the merits of charging £25 
for a hardback that involved no 
copyright payments to authors, this 
is a paperback worth wailing for. 
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The book 
you 

meant to 
read 


Candide 

(1759) 
by Voltaire 


Plot: Voltaire's philosophical 
tale is also a miniaturised 
picaresque novel. Candide is 
a naive lad living in 
Westphalia. P.ingluss. a 
disciple of Lichiiiz, teaches 
him that ail things are pan of 
God's beautiful design. 
Candide is thrown out of his 
couniTy haven for funexing 
Cunegonde. the owner's 
daughter. Forcibly enlisted in 
the Bulgarian army. Candide 
is almost killed. He is 
depressed to learn Irom 
Pangloss that Cunegonde is 
dead. They go u< Lisbon and 
witness an earthquake. 
Pangloss is hanged at a 
celebratory uuio-du fc. 
Cunegonde turns up. She has 
become a sex toy. Candide 
kills her lin ers. The pair 
escape to South America but 
are again separated. Candide 
visits Eldorado, before 
returning to Europe with 
Martin, a gloomy inversion 
of Pan gloss, who belies es the 
w'orld is ruled In the devil 
Eventually Candide is 
reunited with a disfigured 
Cunegonde and with 
Pnngloss who survived 
hanging to remain as jolly as 
ever. They all retire to a 
rural retreat where Pangloss 
continues to praise the “best 
of all possible worlds.” 
Candide replies: "we must 
cultivate our garden.” 


Theme: A satire on systems 
of thought which are not 
founded on experience. 
Voltaire also despises the 
notion of a God who could 
dispense suffering for the 
sake of some higher good. 
Conversely, humanity's 
irrational resilience is 
celebrated. 

Style: A model of clarity. 

The use of euphemism 
paradoxically exposes the 
horrors of the real world. 

Chief strengths: An analysis 
of the unreasonable desire to 
rationalise suffering. 
Characters are nearly killed, 
permanently crippled, forced 
to witness unspeakable 
horrors, yet bounce back 
with insane elasticity. 

Chief weaknesses: When 
Voltaire gets hold of a joke 
he is unwilling to let go. 

What they thought of it 
then: Topped the I8th 
century bestseller lists with 
20 pirated editions coming 
out in 1759, together with 
English and Italian 
translations. 

What we think of it now: 
Admired in France because 
it reflects the qualities the 
French most admire in 
themselves: lightness of 
touch coupled with 
philosophical profundity. 

Responsible for: Waugh's 
Decline ami Fail which 
similarly pits a naive optimist 
against a hostile world. 

Gavin Griffiths 


The 
books 
you 

listen to 

B rush up on your Connid, 
next year’s most 
fashionable classic author, 
with a reading of The Secret 
Agent (HurperColIins. 3hr»- 
£7.99), his tale of 
revolutionary terrorism 
inspired by ihe bombing of 
Greenwich Observatory in 
1894. Joss Ackiand’s voice is 
mesmerising. 

George Orwell spent fiv e 
years in the Indian Imperial 
Police in Burma in the 1930s. 
His Burmese Days (Penguin. 
3hrs, £7.99) tells how a " 
corrupt Burmese magistrate 
manipulates the snobby Brits 
into betraying an Indian 
doctor's misplaced 
confidence in the honour of 
the Raj. Tim Piggot-Smith is 
splendidly pukka sahib. 

Christina Hardyment 
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All overs bar 
the shouting 

Harry Pearson looks back 
on the cricket World Cup 


O n 31st January 1996 a 
suicide bombing in 
Colombo killed over 
SO people. Meanwhile in 
Lahore the local authorities 
were brightening up their 
city by placing thousands of 
gaily coloured papier mache 
mushrooms along roadside 
veiges. In Delhi Rupert 
Murdoch's men were locked 
in a protracted battle for 
satellite TV rights. Over io 
Calcutta the Peerless Hotel 
offered a special cricket 
menu featuring "Malik's 
Fishy Bribe”. 

Somehow in the midst of 
all this violence, high finance, 

scandal and surreal hype a 
major cricket competition 
managed to get played. The 
winners, joyfully, were the Sri 
Lankans in whose war-tom 
country the beaten finalists, 
Australia had steadfastly 
refused to play. Shane Whrne. 
the Sri Lankan Foreign 
Minister had opined of the 
Australians’ star bowler, is a 
static. 

The 1996 World Cup in all 
its mad. multi-sponsored 
splendour is the subject of a 
pair of illuminating and 
entertaining books, Robert 
Winder’s Hell For Leather 
and War Minus The Shooting 
by Mike Marqusee. It is a 
measure of the breadth of 
the tournament and the very 
different approaches of the 
authors that there is 
remarkably little overlap 
between the two. Marqusee, 
an American socialist who 
developed a passion for the 
game when visiting India in 
the 1970s tries to “find out 
about cricket and what it 
meant to particular people in 
particular places”, with the 
added proviso of avoiding 
watching England at all 
costs, sensible chap. 

Winder, as a cricket writer 
for this newspaper, was, on 
the other hand, following the 
team which Sunil Gavaskar 
would, with cruel accuracy, 
characterise as “the 
competition's sacrificial 
goats”, and understandably 
therefore, takes as his main 
theme the parlous state of 
the English game. 

Mike Marqusee has a 
detailed knowledge of the 
politics of the sub-continent 
and War Minns The 
Shooting (Heinemann, 
£12.99) - the title comes 
from George Orwell’s 
jaundiced comment on the 
nature of international sport 
- serves as a useful and eye- 
opening primer. The book 
attempts to place the World 
Cup within its social 
framework while at the same 
time highlighting the way its 
financial power served to 
bolster the cause of 
economic globalisation. It is 
an aim which might have set 
lesser writers down a path 
towards earnestness, but 
Marqusee s keen ear for the 
ahsurder aspects of 
corporate-speak (after the 
horror of the Colombo 
bombing an official from 
World Bank was moved to 
comment: "We hope Sri 
Lanka will come through this 
difficult period by adopting 
correct financial policies”), 
his zest for cricket and his 
obvious love for the 


countries through which he 

is travelling ensure that this 
is a journey which is 
educational but never dull. 

Reports on matches are 
interspersed with wide 
ranging chats and interviews 
with everyone from 
schoolchildren to high 
officials. Best of all is a 
meeting with the venerable 
Pakistani cricket 
commentator, Omar 
Kureishi. who tells the 
author: “Only two things 
really bind this countiy 
(Pakistan) together. One is 
war and the other is cricket”. 
It is to be hoped that, if 
nothing else. War Minus The 
Shooting will serve finally to 
disavow anyone still innocent 
(or indeed cynical) enough 
to espouse the view that 
sport has nothing to do with 
politics. 

Unlike Marqusee, Robert 
Winder was experiencing 
sub-continental cricket for 
the first time. Where War 
Minus Tfte Shooting ricochets 
off events at various 
unexpected angles, Hell For 
Leather A Modern Cricket 
Journey (Gollancz, £17.99) 
tends to meet cricket with 
the centre of the bat and is 
none the worse for it 
Winder spends much of 
the early part of the 
competition with the 
England team and provides a 
vivid account of their 
unsteady progress through a 
string of disastrous 
performances and diplomatic 
gaffs. The author is broadly 
sympathetic to the players, 
commenting, acutely and 
accurately, that years of 
playing cricket has left them 
“institutionalised by the 
game”. 

But along with empathy 
there is wry humour too. 
particularly when England's 
cricket supremo, Ray 
Illingworth, hoves into view 
with his matchless mix of 
bluffness, bafflement and 
buck-passing - “That was 
Mike's decision” seems to be 
his catchphrase. The account 
of the shambolic opening 
ceremony and it's aftermath 
- organiser Gianfranco 
Lunetta should, wrote one 
Indian newspaper, “be tied 
with a rope and detained in 
Calcutta" - is a comic gem. 

That something has gone 
seriously wrong with English 
cricket is undeniable. The 
poor state of our national 
summer game is perhaps 
best summed up in Winder’s 
account of a meeting before 
the South Africa- Engl and 
clash between the South 
African High Commissioner 
and Dennis Silk. Chairman 
of the TCCB. “May the best 
team win,” the South African 
says. “I hope not,” Silk 
replies. 

Winder outlines the 
problems of English cricket 
with clarity and concision 
and details possible for- 
reaching solutions to them, 
too. Whatever becomes of 
the game on these shores, 
however, both authors agree 
that the centre of the cricket 
world has now shifted from 
Lords to South Asia. With 
the zest and passion foT the 
game that exists there, that is 
surely no bad thing. 
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Oliver Swanton skateboards through the supermarket of style 

Style Surfing by Ted Polhemus, Thames & Hudson, £14.95, The Customized Body by Ted Polhemus and Housk Randall, Serpent's Tail, £15.99 



T ed Polhemus is an anthro- 
pologist and true to the pro- 
fession he has spent years liv- 
ing amongst the peoples he 
has dedicated his life to observing, 
submerging himself in their culture 
and desperately frying to decipher 
their strange tribal ways. But not, 
you understand, on the wide-open 
African savannah or in the deepest, 
darkest Peruvian jungle. Since the 
mid-Seventies Polhemus has spent 
his energies dubbing in London, 
now officially ( ag ain) the fashion 
capital of the universe. The style- 
conscious British youth has long 
been a source of amazement to the 
world and Polhemus is equally 
bewitched. Cataloguing their every 
move he makes a good stab at unrav- 
elling the ultimate question: why do 
they wear what they wear? 

Like his Street Style book and 
exhibition at the V&A, The Cus- 
tomized Body and Style Surfing are 
both glossy, visually stunning books; 
easy, quasi-intellectual reading that 
will sit as well on the coffee table as 
on the social studies shelf of the uni- 
versity library. Polhemus is obsessed 
with human packaging and the pre- 
sentation of self (“a person’s chosen 
image is a more effective resume of 
their inner self than anything they 
may put into words”) but thankfully 
be does not make dry pronounce- 
ment from on high - he is down 
there with the kids, hanging out with 
the movers and shakers. 

By breaking up the text of each 
book with “case studies” from Tokyo 
to New York to Manchester, Polhe- 
mus provides a much wider, more 
acceptable summary of where it’s at 
There’s Sally with sixteen rings pierc- 
ing her labia; Xed with a bolt 
through his penis; Laze r who wears 
nothing but florescent paint and 
jewellery; fetish-obsessive Kaisu who 
nurses the erotically wounded; Tina 
whose gender is non-specific; Chris 
and his BMX bike; Marrisa and her 
Mexican wrestling masks. 

Fblhemus’ triumph is his explo- 
ration of the Modem Primitive. Re- 
evaluating and reviving tattoo, scar- 
ification. piercing, masks and 
body-paint, the Modem Primitive 
reacts violently against bland mass- 
consumerism. Seeking an individual 
and wholly unique look, they des- 
perately search for association with, 
and membership of, a style tribe. 
Fashion used to celebrate progress. 


revelling in its expression of mod- 
ernism: Dior’s 1947 launch of the 
New Look drew a bold, thick line 
between the austerity of the war 
years and the luxurious, sexy Fifties. 
But what’s left for today's generation 
as they speed towards the end of the 
millennium? Burdened by the eco- 
nomic and environmentai'and polit- 
ical havoc wreaked by the baby 
boomers they know that foe next cen- 
tury holds norhing but insurmount- 
able problems. Unable and unwilling 
to stare the future down, they recy- 
cle youth cults and ancient tribal cus- 
toms, trying to make sense of their 
heritage. 

Although Polhemus is not the first 
to spot the trend (Douglas Coup- 
land’s Generation X’er Claire also 
picked ’n’ mixed - Sixties hippie 
chick yesterday, Fifties housewife 
today. Seventies glam rock tomor- 
row) his is the more comprehensive. 
Teenagers now have no choice but to 
surf (as in “channel surfing” or “surf 
the net”) popular culture because the 
linear transition of fashion ended with 
the adveni of punk. Everything that 
followed was merely a rehashed ver- 
son of die past A shopping trip 
through what Polhemus calls “The 
Supermarket of Style". 

Although h is observations are 
enlightening Polhemus places too 
much emphasis on the punk move- 
ment. He may well think that punk 
said it all leaving nothing left for 
Eighties youth: the age of the teen 
did die as the demographic blip of 
baby boomers entered middle-age. 
But Polhemus is blinded by the bril- 
liance of the so-called inventors of 
punk, Westwood and McLaren. He 
has taken punk's battle cry of “No 
Future” too literally and completely 
brushed over hip hop - the biggest 
and most important street culture to 
take the world by storm; currently 
being recycled within the vibrant 
British jungle and skateboard scenes. 

Youth culture has not run out of 
steam yet There may never be a 
Next Big Thing, but that is because 
today’s youth have learnt not to be 
duped and, manipulated by fashion 
gurus who announce “beige is the 
new black”. As Polhemus acknowl- 
edges. street style now bubbles up to 
the catwalk rather than the other 
way round. So whatever well be 
wearing in the third millennium you 
can rest assured you won’t see it at 
the London Fashion Show first. 



A delectable literary pursuit 

Christopher Hawtree picks over a store of allusions 
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A Gentleman Publisher’s Commonplace Book by John G Murray, John Murray, £9.95 


A ll of us carry about a com- 
monplace book. That is, within 
the book and volume of the 
brain there is a store of quotation 
and allusions to be deployed when 
the occasion calls for something 
toney. Meet as it is to set these down, 
Evelyn Waugh remarked that “the 
keeping of such a book is a delec- 
table literary pursuit - very rare 
nowadays - which requires many 
high gifts if it is to be worthwhile.” 

One regrets that he did not do so, 
but they are not so rare as all that, 
and some gifted compilers even 
proffer a version in their lifetimes. 
Justification for this came from 
Rupert Hart-Davis who prefaced .4 
Beggar in Purple with a 1642 remark 
by Thomas Fuller “a Common- 
place-book co ntains many notions in 


garrison, whence the owner may 
draw out an army into the field." 

When millions are demanded for 
purported novels under the names 
of purported celebrities, it is com- 
bative to name this delightful ele- 
gantly-produced tittle garrison A 
Gentleman Publisher’s Commonplace 
Book. It is not a volume akin to those 
of Auden and Forster, which are 
built upon substantial extracts, or 
even to that one of brief items cho- 
sen tty Wallace Stevens to form 
something as satisfying^ elliptical as 
his poetry. The late John (“Jock”) 
Murray is more in the spirit of the 
volumes of Christmas Crackers by his 
friend John Julius Norwich. It is 
embellished with many drawings by 
Beryl Cook, Betjeman, Osbert Lan- 
caster and John Piper. Edited by 


Murray's son, it continues the fam- 
ily passion for typeface and design, 
- but does not reveal whether he 
shares the “strong belief that the best 
results were achieved if one was 
unhindered by dothes.” 

Careful to put the. word m quota- 
tion-marks, Murray’s son suggests 
that one “surf” the volume. Donning 
shorts, here goes. Unlike Geoffrey 
B rai tfawai te , Jock Murray did not for- 
bid the indusion of Logan Pearsall 
Smith’s “People say life is the thing, 
but I prefer reading.” There is ample 
evidence here that Murray was far 
from study-bound. He even credits a 
phrase to John Lennon, difficult as it 
is to picture his listening to Double 
Fantasy and tapping along to Yoko's 
orgasmic cries before the needle 
reached “Beautiful Boy”. 


He is delighted to find a sign in 
a Westmoreland butcher's window. 
“John Murray, seller of tripe.” An 
American couple, married for 65 
years, said that they bad not 
divorced sooner as “we felt we 
ought to wait until the children were 
dead.” “Laugh and the the world 
laughs with you. Snore and you 
sleep alone” is credited to Anthony 
Burgess; who was surprised to find 
the same mistake in a dictionary of 
quotations, “but I’m not grum- 
bling." Maurice Baring recorded 
one doctor asking, another for 
advice about a pregnancy. “*The 
father was syphilitic, the mother 
tuberculous. Of the children bora 
the fim was blind, the second died, 
the third was deaf and dumb, the 
fourth was tuberculous. What 


would you have done?' ’I would 
have ended the next pregnancy.’ 
Then you would have murdered 
Beethoven.'” 

Agatha Christie was wittier than 
many suppose: “the advantage of 
being married to an archaeologist is 
that the olderyou get, the more inter- 
ested he becomes in you.” One might 
indeed discern an undertow of decay 
and death, summed up tty John Giel- 
gud. “Most of my friends seem to be 
either dead, extremely deaf or living 
on the wrong side of Kent” 

One could review this volume 
several times and come up with a dif- 
ferent piece each time. In fact, it is 
worth buying for the disinterring of 
Rose Macaulay's observation that “a 
house unkempt cannot be so dis- 
tressing as a life unlived.” 


Royal Festival Hall 

I on the South Bank 

Literature Events 

Readings/Dtscussions/Talks 


Nov Essays. Melissa Senn - A Vindication of 
the Rights of Woman 

Wrue* and journalist Melissa Bern presents her 90‘s 
wrsion ol Mary WtoUswneaalfs passionate plea for 
equality written tn 1792 

w Ncv New Voices. Mick Jackson and Meara Syal 

From tales of a Victor on eccentric, to growing up as an 
Asian m a midlands riming village, these two writers 
present their contrasting noveiistic debuts. 

19 Mov Essays Eamon McCann - A Modest Proposal 
rn true Swiftian tradition. McCann suggests modem 
ntethods for deposing of unwanted people, 

3 Nov Essays. David Pears - On Miracles 

Rationalism versus the supernatural, David Hung's 
essay on how Ihe Bible tes taken on by Oxford 
Professor of Philosophy. 

Ncv Essays. Will Hutton - The Rights of Man 

Author of the bestselbng The State We're In raises 
cntLcal questions about the natire of constitution and 
democracy in a r396 verson of Tom Rune's essay. 

35 Nov New Voices. Matthew Francis and Justin Quinn 
Two new poetic voices present their first collections for 
an evening ol lyrical witty and evocative work. 

Box Office 0T71 960 4242 

Evcni? UH3 place n the Voice Box. Pucan Roan or Queen Eizabeih Hail 
To fin our fro* LiWraajno Events Maing Ust cafl 0T71 921 0906 



Fbperbacks 

By Christopher Hirst and Lucasta Miller 


Tom: The Unknown 
Tennessee Williams tty Lyle 
Leverich (Sceptre, £8.99) 
Describing his subject as 
“the most enigmatic 
personality I have ever 
encountered”, Leverich tells 
the story np to 1945 when 
Tom Williams experienced 
what he termed “the 
catastrophe of success” with 
The Glass Menagerie and 
changed his name. Every 
page contains a rich lode of 
fascinating material, 
especially concerning his 
Dickensian family: a cold, 
miserly father, a doting, 
prudish mother and a 
schizophrenic sister whose 
iobotomy is the most painful 
section of the book. 

Thinking oT England by 
Kitty Churchill (Abacus, 
£6.99) A game son of gal 


Miss Kitty has produced a 
Which-scy\e guide to the 
kinky foibles of England’s 
unbuttoned suburbs. 
Lugging along her (literally) 
long-suffering husband 
Dominic and gay pal Ben. 
she assiduously seeks out 57 
varieties of bondage, 
fetishism and dressing-up. 
The result is more peculiar 
than arousing, rather like an 
account of native 
ceremonies in New Guinea. 
It is also most amusing but 
you can tell that Kitty's heart 
isn’t really in it: “In six 
months, I amassed a grand 
total of two orgasms related 
to research." 

A Pacifist’s War by Frances 
Partridge (Phoenix £6.99) 
The customary astringent 
wit of Partridge’s diary is 
only intermittently displayed 


in this dark, brooding 
volume. At the heart of the 
book is a vicious row with 
fellow Bloomsbuiyite 
Gerald Brenan about the 
Partridges’ pacifism (Ralph 
P fought bravely in Wbrld 
War I). Some tighter entries 
mi gh t have coroe from Alan 
Bennett's Fb/ty Years On: 
“During an appalling raid, 
Hester heard two voices 
discussing German airmen: 
They say they’re heavily 
made-up, you know, red 
nails, lipstick.’ CRASH. 
BOOM. BANG!” 

Sir Phoebus's Ma by Zoe 
Teale (Phoenix, £539) 
Pleasingly unpretentious 
autobiographical first novel 
about a 22-year-old London 
girl who spends a year 
teaching English at a high 
school in Japan. As well as 



Rose Williams: Tennessee Williams's sister 


the expected culture shock, 
the heroine has to deal with 
the unwanted attentions of 
Mr Moriya, her greasy 
middle-aged department 
head She spends much of 
the novel trying to figure out 
what she means to him: 
substitute daughter, 
romantic attachment or the 
personification of 
Englishness- in the end, 
facing up to the realisation 
that she is as fixated on him 
as he is on her. 


The Private Parts of Women 
by Lesley GJaister 
(Bloomsbury, £5.99) Sex and 
secrets dominate this 
macabre exploration of 
female identity. In a fit of 
self-loathing following an 
abortion. Ink runs away 
from her husband and 
children and ends up living 
in a dreary Sheffield street 
Her next door neighbour is 
Trixie, an octogenarian 
Bibie-basher suffering from 
multiple-personality 


disorder. The style is stream - 
of-consciqusness, hut the 
plot remains tight enough to 
give this horror story the 
sustained momentum of a 
thriller. 

Asking Questions: an 

anthology of encounters with 
Naim AttaUah (Quartet, 

£12-50) These are shrewdly 
conducted question-and- 
answer sessions, which read 
tike conversations not 
interrogations. Of the 25 
interviews. Lord Dacre 
confesses to snobbery. Ernst 0 
Gombrich hints sadly nt ■ jfi 

emptiness m his personal m 
life, and Quentin Crisp, after 
a lifetime of unfulfilment, 
reveals his disillusion with 
sexual intercourse (“often 
actually painful sometimes 
uncomfortable, sometimes 
nasty”). 
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Tourist Venice: it doesn't have to be this way. A cross-canal hop in an okl gondola, used as a ferry, costs lOp 


Photograph: Magnum/ Emts Haas 




By Jonathan Glancey 



of Venice 


Jir-il-.*’ I- SMVf. 



enetian children have taken to 
calling gondolas “Japanese 
.boats" oveir 
ThiStsha 




apart from 

oonples, every one of these elaborately 
gilded craft, spends its day ferrying 
intensely-scheduled groups of Japanese 
tourists up and down the Grand Canal. 
At the prices asked by the singing gon- 
dolicri , gondolas are, for the rest of us, a 
forbidden form of transport 

Luckily, old gondolas are employed as 
iraghetri, or ferries, to take shoppers 
backwards and forwards across the Grand 
Canal at several points, and all for the bar- 
gain price of 200 lire - rather less than 
ltlp. It is astonishing that this open secret 
is so little seized upon by day trippers and 
visitors on weekend breaks. For here is 
one of those near-perfect moments when, 
standing upright m a tipsy gondola insin- 
uating its way between vaporetd, and 
string bag in band, one can pretend to be 
one of the 70,000 or so surviving locals. 

My favourite traghetto ride is across the 
Grand Canal to and from the fish and fruit 
and vegetable marketsat Rialto. Not only 
are the market stalls a powerful sensual 
stimulus at six m the morning, when most 
tourists are snoozing in the city's costly 
hotels, but as the food in most Venetian 
restaurants is horrid - stale, overcooked 
and over-priced, as it has been since 
British tourists fast arrived here in the 
18th century - they are something of a 
lifesaver. 

Most of Venice’s best kept secrets are 
hidden well away from the Grand Canal, 
although after a trip to the markets, dip 
into Da Mori, a bar frequented almost 
exclusively by Venetians, and in particu- 


lar bygondoiim limbering up for the day's 
lucrative “O solo mio ” s with a stringent 
.aifftconetto or two. .. . 

' you have a reasonable grip on 

VeSetf&n dialect, everyone will know you 
-are a foreigner at Da Mori: you will be 
the only person able to walk through the 
narrow door to the street without having 
to turn sideways. Unlike effete Brits, the 
working men oi Venice are endowed with 
some of the broadest shoulders this side 
erf the pages of Marvel comic books. 

Suitably refreshed at Da Mori (try the 
local sweet, fizzy red wine, which is excel- 
lent on an autumn day), set off in search 
of secret Venice. On my biennial trips to 
the city, I rarely pass by the shabby-look- 
ing church of Sian Pan talon without stop- 
ping by to gawp at the extraordinary 
Baroque painting that fills its dark and 
lofty ceiling. 

A 200 lire coin in the light-box brings 
Gian Antonio Fumiani’s operatic trompe- 
I’oeil to all-singing, all-dancing life. Angels 
and saints appear to cavort up into the 
heavens, while others dangle their canvas 
. legs over the side of the cornice above the 
veiled heads of black-dad ladies chanting 
decats of the rosary. This is much better 
than telly, but you will need to have a store 
of 200 lire coins in your coat pocket to 
keep this late-17th-century version of cin- 
erama glowing in front of your incredu- 
lous eyes. The bravura painting seems all 
the more, poignant when you learn that, 
after toiling at it for 24 years, Fumiani fell 
to his death from the scaffolding: 

. There is nothing left of the painter's 
work today save what you see above you, 
which is quite enough for any British 
tourist brought up in a world of chaste 
churches knocked about a bit by 


Cromwell and strict, disciplinary chapels. 
There is, however, a botcher’s block of 
saintly relics scattered throughout foe rest 
oTVenice; I cannot recommend too 
highly the tiny niche in a dark corner of 
SS Giovanni e Radio, the city's cavernous 
14th-century Dominican church, in which 
you find the foot of St Catherine, flesh 
peeling off tiny bones like old parchment 

Nor should you miss St Nicetus, an 
early Romanian bishop whose engagingly 
gruesome cadaver, cloaked in ecclesias- 
tical-splendour, rests away the centuries 
in the the venerable church of S Nicold 
dei Mendiboli (the church of Santa Claus, 
or Briber Christmas, whose bones the 
Venetians d aimed to have rescued more 
than a thousand years ago): the saint was 
“chiuso peril rcstauro" for some years, but 
is happily back in this pretty little church 
in the shadow of the city jail, where few 
tourists tread. 

The most easily overlooked churches 
are those at the eastern end of the city, 
beyond the Arsenale, the old dockyards 
where the ships of the once invincible 
Venetian navy were built (a number 5 bus 
takes you through the Arsenale; otherwise 
it remains a military zone, and only a let- 
ter to the admiral in charge will allow you 
to visit here on foot). Here, by the munic- 
ipal gasworks, is San Francesco della 
Vigna (started by Sansovino in 1534; com- 
pleted by Palladio in 1572). Inside - you 
will normally be the only tourist - is one 
of my favourite paintings, the joyous 
Madonna and Child Enthroned by Anto- 
nia la Negroponte (1450), in which the 
Virgin poses in a rose bower flanked by 
orange trees. She is not as fine as Bellini's 
Madonnas (the artist’s gorgeous, pouting 
mistress stood in for the BVM), but 


these are almost too easy to find (upstairs 
at the Accademia, first room on your left). 

Another exceptional Madonna is the 
haunting Virgin who, given shape by 
some anonymous 13th-century mosaic 
artist, shimmers in gold and blue from the 
apse of Tbrceflo Cathedral; this is the aus- 
tere, yet magnetic deconsecrated church 
on the remote island ofTbrcelio (number 
12 bus from Fondamente Nuove) which 
also hosts an epic and truly disturbing 
12th-century Apotheosis of Christ and 
Last Judgement on its west wall; you can 
almost feel the slathering jaws of hell sink- 
ing into your worthless flesh as you quake 
before this medieval nightmare. 

On the subject of islands on the fringe 
of Venice, there are three others I would 
recommend, but the last comes with a 
proviso. The first is San Francesco del 
Deserto (gondola from Burano, reached 
by a number 12 from Bmdamente Nuove) 
to visit the lovely garden tended here by 
the Franciscan monks. The second is San 
Lazzaro degli Armeni (number 10 from 
Riva degli Schiavoni), where Armenian 
monks will, if you ask nicely, show you 
their revelatory collection of books and 
manuscripts. Some date back to the fifth 
century and are a privilege to be able to 
. read in the sanctity of the venerable 
library here. 

My third island is a difficult one. Not 
only must you negotiate a trip over to Laz- 
zaretto Veochio by punt (not easy), but 
you must also endeavour not to return 
with a stray dog in tow - so long as the 
British quarantine laws continue. For 
here, among classical architectural frag- 
ments, Venice hides its canine waifs and 
strays, and a pathetic spectacle it makes. 

Having met the monks and their gar- 


den on San Francesco del Deserto, it is 
worth remembering that Venice is home 
to a bed of exquisite gardens, nearly all 
of them hidden behind towering walls 
flanking the city’s shoulder-wide alley- 
ways. Or, in the case of the romantic veg- 
etable garden cultivated behind Palladio’s 
n Redentore (that most perfect church, 
consecrated in 1592 and built to celebrate 
the end of the plague of 1575-76 that 
killed 46,000 Venetians) behind a monu- 
ment visited by countless tourists, 
precious few of whom know what green- 
ery sprouts in the shadow of its Byzantine 
dome. 

By now you will be tired and hungry: 
after all, we have covered a fair amount 
of ground, or water, in search of secret 
Venice. May I recommend lunch at the 
Rosticceria San Bartolomeo (Calle della 
BIssa, off Caiupo San Bartolomeo)? You 
will have to stand up and eat. I'm afraid, 
but you will be very much in the company 
of Venetians; join them as they tuck into 


heaped and cheap plates of fish stew, liver 
and polenta. 

This pit-stop will give you the strength 
to tackle one of two final and fascinat- 
ing trips to see the Venetian lagoon’s all- 
but-secrei wildlife (there is more to 
Venice that pigeons and cocky little dogs 
drawn from paintings by Carpaccio); 
take your pick of a rainy afternoon spent 
in the gloriously old-fashioned and muse- 
ologically incorrect Natural History 
Museum (Fondaco dei Turchi). or take 
a trip out to Chioggia, a working-class 
Venice in miniature, as everyone here 
describes it. Chioggia is at the furthest 
reach of the lagoon. Home to one of the 
finest fish markets in Europe, it is also 
the stamping ground of Signor Bossi's 
extreme right-wing northern Italian 
separatist movement. Admire the fish, 
but do not talk politics; for here you can 
even afford to ride around the canals on 
a “Japanese boat", and that must be the 
greatest Venetian secret of all. 


City essentials: 
Venice 

Jonathan Glancey flew from Gatwick 
to Venice with Alitalia, not an 
experience he would repeat, 
however, since the DC-9 developed 
an engine fault immediately after 
take-off and he spent an 
unscheduled two hours on the 
ground at Brussels airport. Next 
time, he says, he wil! try a different 


airline. Italy Sky Shuttle (0181-748 
1333) has November flights for 
£163 on a Monarch charter from 
Gatwick, or £192 on British Airways 
from Heathrow. 

From the airport to Venice, a taxi 
will cost around £25. Local buses run 
every 30 minutes or so for £1. 

Ask the Italian State Tourist Office, 

1 Princes St. London W1 R SAY 
(0171-408 1254) for a map of the 
city, but do not expect it to be entirely 
accurate. 
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Croydon, cybersuburb? 

An unlikely renaissance is about to begin. By James Rampton 


T he same people who tel! 
you to “see Naples and 
die" might also advise you 
to “die and see Croydon”. 
Ever since Captain Sensible 
enjoyed a minor hit with a song 
called “Croydon” in the early 
Eighties, this commuter town 
south of London has been a 
byword for all that is soulless - nei- 
ther close enough to the capital to 
be hip and metropolitan, nor far 
enough out to have rural charm. 

That image, so the town hopes, 
is changing. Croydon is undergo- 
ing the greatest make-over this 
side of the Richard and Judy pro- 
gramme. Why, Croydon Council 
has nabbed a new publicity boss. 
Ronan Carroll, from Gatwick Air- 
port's press office down the A23, 
and has even seconded Jan Grasty. 
a marketing adviser from Nestlf- 
which has its headquarters in the 
town. “I looked on Croydon as a 
brand." she explains, “the same 
way as Nescafe is a brand ... It's 
a classic marketing exercise." 

One of her main tasks is to build 
up Croydon as a tourist attraction. 
Every town and region in the 
country is waking up to the 
money-making potential of 
tourism. Last year saw a record 
□umber of foreign tourists - 24 
million - visit Britain. Croydon, 
wants a piece of that action. It's 
not Mission: Impossible, but it’s 
close. You’ve heard of Bronte 
Country, or Shakespeare Country 
- but Croydon Country? 

Leaving East Croydon station - 
either a futuristic jewel, or a space- 
ship remaindered from Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind , 
depending on your point of view 
- things don't look promising. 
You are struck by the unambigu- 
ous concreteness of the sur- 
roundings. Indeed, the sounds of 
the Specials’ song “Concrete Jun- 
gle" quite possibly ring in your 
ears. Standing on the central 
reservation of the town's main 
drag - a dual carriageway called 
Wellesley Road - dwarfed by sky- 
scrapers. you could almost be in a 



Croydon: waking up to the money-making potential of tourism 


mini-Manhattan. 

But all is not lost Two minutes' 
walk finds you in the oasis of the 
Clocktower, Croydon’s vibrant 
new cultural centre, which opened 
last year, and this week won the 
CBM Multimedia prize in the 
Museum of the Year awards. Here 
is an eagerness to innovate and 
throw off the old stereotypes 
about the town. Salty MacDonald, 
the principal museum officer at 
the centre, keenly takes up the 
story. “We're aiming to give peo- 
ple variety and put Croydon on the 
map. We don't just want to do safe 
exhibitions and predictable stuff 
... Croydon has had a reputation 
for being soulless, so one of the 
things we needed to do was 
demonstrate there was life here." 

As she shows me round an inno- 


vative exhibition called Cyburban 
Fantasies , which puts Virtual Real- 
ity into a domestic context, I begin 
to grasp her point. “You can see 
things here you can't see any- 
where else," she continues. 
“People don’t want a museum full 
of fossils. Well continue to take 
risks.” The visitors’ book (below) 
shows these are paying off. 

In the Tourist Information Cen- 
tre. Liz Hollowood its manager, 
contends that “things have 
changed dramatically here". 
Underlining what tourists like to 
do best, she adds: “We are a good 
shopping base and the largest 
retail area in the South-east out- 
side the West End. At Christmas, 
tbe hotels have coachloads of 
people up from the south coast.” 

However, she stresses that 


Croydon has gone all Europhiliac, 
too. “It's linked to the Channel 
Tunnel. We’ve had a lot more 
French and German people 
recently.' 1 That has been aided no 
end by the creation of a home 
page about the joys of Croydon on 
the Internet which has apparently 
netted a particularly large number 
of Russians. The tourist boom is 
reflected in retail sales, up 14 per 
cent on last year. 

Strolling around the town cen- 
tre, you are pleasantly surprised by 
an array of good restaurants and 
the happy co-existence of religions 
ancient (16th-century almshouses, 
and a palace where six archbish- 
ops of Canterbury came to stay) 
and modern (the Whitgift Shop- 
ping Centre is, to some, a 20th- 
century cathedral.) 


Photograph: Brian Harris 

Ms Grasty admits that the town 
is never going to be another Flor- 
ence, but: a I say to the sneerers, 
'come and have another look...’ 
We’re extending the use of Croy- 
don. People won't come here just 
to work or shop. They'll come to 
have a good time as well" 

As we part, Ms Grasty lists 
famous old Croydonians - Peggy 
Ashcroft (a theatre is named after 
her), David Lean (there is a cin- 
ema in his honour). Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle (his former resid- 
ence is now an old people's home) 
and Kate Moss. Now there’s 
something for the marketeers to 
work on - the Kate Moss Trail. 

'Cyburban Fantasies' runs at the 
Croydon Clocktower (0181-253 
1030) until 1 December 
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Exotic holidays 

start in Crawley 

Simon Calder reports on a travel city | 


Y ou may once have taken your 
holidays in Croydon; now you 
probably take them in Craw- 
ley. lb be correct, that state- 
ment requires only that “take" be sub- 
stituted with “start" or “book?. 
Improbably, the accident of post-war 
town planning known as Crawley is the 
hub of Britain's holiday industry. 

First, we must dispose of Croydon 
(insert suitable Betjemanesque joke 
here, if you wish). There has always 
been a tension between the two con- 
urbations. Most of it has arisen from 
citizens weary of being asked “is that 
Crawley in Surrey?" by those who can- 
not teD the West Sussex new town from 
the garish London borough 20 miles 
to the north. But there is a big differ- - 
ence: in the galaxy of Greater London, 
Croydon is a minor satellite; Crawley 
do mina tes West Sussex like Bill Clin- 
ton dominates American politics.. 

Aglitter gulch is carved by the A23 
as it rolls through the north of the 
county. This prosperity is. largely 
thanks to Crawley’s very own inter- 
national airport - Gatwick. Croydon's 
aerodrome has long since vanished, to 
be supplanted in travellers’ affections 
by Gatwick - older, wiser and nicer 
than Heathrow (founded 10 years 
later, in 1946). 

In the early days of the new town, 
though, the young airport was nearly 
concreted over with the rest of north- 
west Sussex. When Thomas Bennett, 
the creator of Crawley, unveiled the 
masterplan in December194S, the air- 
port was barely mentioned It was 
hoped, he said, “that some arrange- 
ment might be made which would 
enable the airport to continue", it has, 
and every day, the entire population 
of Crawley - or at least the numerical 
equivalent, around 70,000 - flies in or 
out of Britain's second-busiest airport. 
Someone has removed the “Welcome 
to Crawley - a Nuclear-free Zone" 
signs that used to greet airport users, 
but you’re still welcome to Gatwick, 
Crawley’s gateway to the globe. 

Before you even get to the airport 
your holiday may well have already 
started in Crawley. The list of airlines 
and tour operators based in the town 
has grown to implausible proportions. 


iUchurd Branson divided to set. up 
Virgin Atlantic Airways in the high 
street. Even though most Virgin flights 
now use Heathrow. Ihe airline’s HQ 
retains its roots in Sussex. Mr Branson 
can dearly see the attractions of Craw- 
ley over, say. Hounsknv. . .. 

Perhaps the draw is County Mall 
splodged across the middle of town 
Uke on Amdalc Centre on steroids. Or 
lilgate Forest, where the lake on 
wiSh the Campbell family used to get 
up to speed is now the centre-piece of 
a country park. More likely these than 
Town Meadow, which sounds like a 
pastoral idylL but turns out to he the . 
home ground of Crawley Ttwn FC. 
Once, the Red Devils were catted 
“the sleeping giants of non-league 
football". But only by the manager of 
Eastbourne United. 

No, probably -the reason Richard. 
Branson stays put is to keep an eye on 
the competition. Caledonian Airways 
and Air 20(10 both have their head- 
quarters in Crawley. The latter is part . 
of Bri t ain 's third-bjggest t our operator, ^ 
First Choice. Across the road, British 
Airways flexes its corporate muscle 
from the heavenly surroundings .'of 
Astral Towers. When you book your 
British Airways Holiday or call the air- 
line's Air Miles subsidiary, you arc 
talking to someone in Crawley, Inspir- 
ations is just across the Surrey border, 
and Unijet resides a dozen mfles south 
in the (even) leafier surroundings of 
Haywards Heath. 

The town's only problem (leaving 
aside drugs, delinquency and drizzle )rffd 
is that many of those who run the^j 
travel companies commute to Crawley 
rather than live there. Among senior 
executives, there seems to be a com- 
petition to sec who can live furthest 
away - currently held by a chap who 
drives daily from Aylesbury, a 140-niik: 
round trip! Even loyal sons and da ugh-: 
ters of the town, who once made 
Crawley maternity hospital'the most' 
productive place in Britain, have 
moved away, returning only at Christ- 
mas to drink in the past at a succes- 
sion of imaginatively named pubs. 

Our family is no exception. So, 
Sarah, Fenny, Jo and Kate - Christinas 
Eve as usual at the Charcoal Burner? 


something to declare 



True or false 

There's no such thing as a free lunch 


False. You may take the view 
that by buying a plane ticket, 
you have paid for the on- 
board meal. But why stop at 
one snack? Even when the 
plane is completely full, a 
second free lunch is a real 
possibility. 

A question of class arises 
here. In first class on many 
airlines, there is ”J00 per rent 
loading" for each menu choice 
- meaning that if there are 20 
people in first class, there will 
be 20 of each of the beef, 
salmon and duck, just in case 
everyone chooses the same 
main course. So there's plenty 
of scope for seconds in first. ’ 

Business-class passengers 
on British Airways' long-haul 


services are allowed, nay 
encouraged, to “raid the 
larder". A consignment of 
snacks is on offer in the galley 
throughout the flight. 

In economy, what you see is 
not quite what you gel Often, 
the supply of meals will not be 
entirely devoured, because 
some passengers prefer not to 
eat airline food. But even if all 
the main meals have gone, 
you could still be in luck. 
Cathay Pacific makes a point 
of carrying a supply of rolls 
and sandwiches, which you 
can ask for at any point in the 
flight. Passengers are not, 
however, expected to take 
these off the plane as 
emergency snacks. 
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VOYAGES OF 


DISCOVERY 

THROUGH THE 
SUEZ CANAL 
...AND BEYOND 


GREECE - TURKEY - SYRIA - CYPRUS 
ISRAEL - EGYPT - JORDAN 


RED SEA SPRING *97 CRUISES ABOARD AEGEAN I 

lan Voyogcv of Oscmrry next Spring and enpf a memorable 10 or II ngfa cruse 
nuns up lo note different parts of erf In x yen eoumnes on three con ai w iB . A 
those of examtua a cwsWjle from rrtost pora of erf. Below a a brief outfine of our 
Red Sw Discovery cum deptrang 2 (a fthroargshowlng/«r some of the hgftfigte. 
AH new boofcingx confirmed before 39th November will rece i ve a free 
excursion voucher to the wohie of £300 per person. 


DAY DATE 
Fri 21st Feb 
Sat 22nd Feb 
Sun 23rd Feb 
Mon 24th Feb 
Tue 25th Feb 
Wed 26th Feb 
Thu 27ch Feb 
Fn 28ch Feb 
Sat 1st Mar} 
Sun 2nd Mar} 
Mon 3rd Mar 
Tue 4th Mar 


PORT 

Piraeus, Greece 
KusadasL Turkey 
Ac sea 

Tartus. Syria. 

Lamaca, Cyprus 
Ashdod, Israel 
Port Said. Egypt 
Transit Suez Canal 

Safaga. Egypt 
Aqaba. Jordan 

Sharm ei Sheikh. Egypt 


EXCURSIONS 
Athens Chy & Acropolis 
Ephesus 

Damascus 

Nicosia 

Jerusalem & Bethlehem 
Cairo & the Pyramids 

Luxor. Kamak & 

Valley of die Kings 
Petra 

St Catherine's Monastery 


Fares from £1295 for thh 1 1 night cruise include: 

■ Return (lights from Gatwick or Manchester 
e All port and airport taxes 

• AH meals and entertainment Voyag e* of Dis covery 

• Programme of stimulating talks on fiudnatine 

ports at call and excursions 

West Sum* 
RHI0 2GB 
Tab 01 293 433030 
Fare 0)293 433036 


* Special guest speaker 
24 HOUR BROCHURELINE 

01293 43304 ! 

fempdPN^fBmR ■■ ■ rfil lel— i MI^> U 





Trouble spots 

Threats to life, limb and loot around the world 


Costa Rica (above): police 
say the number of victims 
of a mysterious serial killer 
known as “The Psychopath" 
could exceed 31. 

Authorities fear tbe killer 
may have returned after 
several years of inactivity, 
since a pair of young lovers 
was found in the hills of 
San Jose 10 days ago. Each 
had been shot in the head 
with a .45 calibre bullet. - 
Reuter 

Bosnia and Herzegovina: 
we advise against ail but 
essential travel. Although 
a peace agreement has 
been signed and freedom 
of movement theoretically 
applies throughout the 
country, incidents of 
violence and harassment 
still occur and the country 

Visitors book 

The Clocktower, Croydon 

Speaking as a snotty person 
from North London I must 
say that this museum is the 
very model of a local 
museum which gives people 
understanding and pride in 
their locality -Anon 
(presumably of North 
London J 

Fantastic: at last, a reason 
for living in Croydon - PH. 
South Crocdon 


is not safe for travellers. - 
Foreign Office Travel 
Advice Unit ( 0171-238 
4503) 

Zimbabwe: the country’s 
two major government 
hospitals are paralysed 
because of a strike by junior 
doctors and other staff over 
the arrest of two colleagues 
and the firing of thousands 
of nurses. Harare Hospital 
the largest, was hardly 
functional, with exhausted 
consultants saying they 
were unable to continue 
work without assistance. 
“The government must 
resolve this situation 
urgently because people 
are dying," Zimrights, the 
country’s main human 
rights watchdog, said m a 
statement - Reuter 


I live in the West End of 
London, and T wish there 
was something like this on 
my doorstep -Anon 

A useful and necessary step 
towards Croydonactually 
finding an identity -JG, 
Croydon 

Keep going this way, and 
Croydon will get back its 
soul - EH, Sumy 


Bargain of the week 

Air fare ware have finally reached Albania. Malev 
Hungarian Airlines is offering a fare of return from 

heath row to the capital Tirana, over £100 cheaper than the 
previous discount fare through Regent Holidays (0J17 921 
1711). The alternative is to get a cheap charter to Corfu and 
to travel over by boat to the port of Sarande. Good luck. 
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, BROOIDH NOW OUT* 

• NEW best ever t ro di an 9 

9 bot off tbe press. Don’t • 
e delay - phone now! • 

_ Scotland, NontannbcrUnd, m 

• Peak District, Wo, Noribflc. w 

• Suffolk, Dotwt, Were Country; • 

9 Sombera Ireland • 

• 


01756 702200 


Cotswolds 


SHAKESPEARE 
COUNTRY SPECIAL 

Enjoy a break aJ our CotswoW 
Manor House in the viflage of 
Long Compton. Superb home 
cooking AH rooms en-sufte 
Any 2nts ESI DBAS 3nts £86 
DBAB W/end Special £7Q 

01608 684218 


East Anglia 


AMAZING VALUE East Angfla cot- 
tasm- New 52 page colour 
brochure. TeL (01758) 70224a 



| English Country 
Cottages 

An unrivalled 
choke in England 1 ] 
loveliest ucis. 
Free 444 page 
colour brochure. 
RING 

(01455) 852222 

QUOTE EUUMHn) 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Kants. Lnx boats. (012S6) 703691 


Devon & Cornwall 


FOWEY/POmUAN. Charming 
wutereidu cottages wttfa G/H a 
CT*. superb views. dtaghlas avafi- 
afata- Pets welcome. TeL 01728 
870906 

CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Hot ofl the press new 1987 best 
ever colour brochure. Phone 
nowH 01766 70B201 

A FINE SELECTION of cottages on 
both coasts c< Cornwall and on 
ScMy. 1897 Brochure now avafl- 
aUe ComWi TwOtonW Cottages. 
(01208) 872 559. 7 day personal 
sanrtoa flare - 9pm. 

DEVON A SOHBISET SpedaBstS. 
Choose from over E00 rntmgre 
012824457a (L9i1QZ) 


Ireland 



Country Cottages in Ireland 


G5M£ with os ro die 
Emerald Isle, where (he grass is 
always greener. 

We offer a magical choice of 
delightful holiday properties in 
Kerry, Cork, Clare and Galway. 
From a convened coach house to 
a Georgian rectory. 

Free full colour brochure 
RJNG (0990) 851166 
QUOTE REP G19Q (24 Hrs) 

Oa Warns we 

CoUVTTY COTCAOES IN iMELANth 

Dot Gi'W. r.O. Box id.Eam.Shkxdk 

IjTMUEJt LE9VZT. 


nmunm 


maana «9ur eanwatoaiQi b oak 

Ony, Urerfct Uspaay. Oar*, carer, 

sage umia 

7 ugK MMie trtalm 
£220 agrpmeflttabap 

01756 702241 


SHAMROCK COTTAGES, « High 
St, WeMngton, Somer se t. 01823 
681080. COI Bro of 280 seise* 
' house*. Use Paras, AfTO. 
CONNEMARA CO. GALWAY 
Cashel House Hotel - Gomans 
Restaurant and Riding Sables. 
Tot (00333) 9531001. Fax 31077. 
AN IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAY 
tarn ha Mldsat chafe* IfeMduef 
caattss, hotels & fanntauaoa. 
Ftahtny. QoMng a Rhrer Shannon 
Cruising. Ttt 01602 600888 
(24hni] 


y 

CORK. QuaHy house on private 
S*P» 4- CH: 00353 2Z2C146 

| The Lake District j 

Guernsey 

HUXTHWAiTE HOUSE Windermere 


CKANNhI. (SI A\i)S 

lake. AB rooms ana** (sores w«i 
Jacuzzi baths) Satsttte TV, M- 
maldng, Sauna, TVto Steam Room 
and heated Indoor pool soMy lor 
ou- gueetd' use. 2 MgMs, 9 course 
Dinner B*B ind.VAT only £99, 3 
eights only £190. Brochure 
015394 4383a 

LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot off the press new 
1887 best ever cakwr brochure. 
Phone nowtl 01758 702208 

GUERNSEY 


Northumbria | 


TIM ESCAPE 


Scotland 


Country Cottager 
in Scotland 

Exceptional holiday 
p ro pert i e s in the most 
beautiful areas of Scotland 
RQ 14 BROCHURE 
RING (0990) 851133 
quote Sim u«Hni 

ft 



Suffolk 


Sussex 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geor- 
gian country imn» experience. , 
near Ludow. 3 night breaks Irom i 
ES5. Colair BMCh: 01584 623209 


SUPERB COTTAGES. York* Delos, 
Horfhunbris. lakes, Pssks. Sykes 
Cannae (01244) 345700. 

DALES beautiful renovated atone ; 
bam, alp 4 lo IB. pets welcome. 
Brochure 01728 B404B9 
GUUSDALE MOORS Cottage, alps I 
8, nr WhBby. WaBcare paradise. 
DetaDa 01208 57794B. 

YORK OVER 89» OFF. 2 star | 
Haworth Court HntoL Car Parte. 
Central. Brochure 01804423158 


THIS 

NEWSPAPER 
AND YOU 

If you have a complaint, 
about an item in Ibis . 

newspaper which 
concerns inaccuracy, 
intrusion, harassment 
or discrimination, writ 
to the editor about it. 

H you're still dissatisfied 
yon can write to the 
Press Complaints 
Commission, 

an independent 

organisation established 
to aphold an editorial 
Code of Practice 
for the Press. . 

THIS NEWSPAPER 
ABIDES BY 

THE PCC's DECISIONS 


P(€ 


1 SALISBURY SQUARE 
LONDON EC4YSAE 

Telephone 0171 353 1248 
Facsimile 0171 353 6355 

This Itut bta, i 1 
^ dmuwd by At ’pit bftiitt ► | } 


0 £i»> 



Wales 


A superb refaction of quoBy 
chomdr coltogei in the 
PambrofceAire Coast NaKonal 
PoAl All properftef furnished 
to vie reghesl stoedortti. 
ftiooit m» far frna colour farodmre 

01239-881397 

PEMBROKESHIRE 

OMSTIGMMfir 

comas 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hal oil the prate new 
1997 beet ever colour brochure. 
Phone nowH 01758 702213 


NR SOUTHWOLD . ErauKe BOB In 
tranquil Cl8th tamtfiouee CiBpp. 

Auhmn bergabn. 01988 8731 17 
SPACIOUS, COMFORTABLE lully | 
equipped counby house, alps 9. 3 
Days £ 200 , Dive horn £275. For 
tWafls phone (01379) 384432 


Welsh Country 
Cottages 

An unuvalled choice 
in the beu lira ol met. 
Free bS pi$e 
colour brochure. 
R»G (0990) 85 1 122 
QD0TE*178M4firel 



STUNNING OAST HOUSE, lovely i 
gardens bi Kfctfngs Buwssh. Win- 1 
Mr BAB breaks booking now morn 1 
£17.50 Teh 01435 883728. 


GOWER Idyllic 3 crown 17C lamv 
house on suHe B, B & E M, £2550. 
Log Kree, licensed her , fishing. 
Which? best B S B. AA/RAC 
Brochure 01269 596840. 



BRECON BEACONS/ 
BLACK MOUNTAINS | 
NATIONAL PARK 
Over 100 sdf catering cottages, ; 
son* ski-pup to 3n. .Many less I 
than C250 per wwk hiRh season. | 

01874 676446 


m d 


COAST * COUNTRYSIDE . Colour 
brochure ol 500 Lumhousee/cai- 
toflw throughout Wains. AD tourist 
board Inspected .graded. Wales 
Holidays 101686) 625267. 

PEMBROKESHIRE cottage. Water- 
way view. Inn nearby. Brochure 
TeL (01437) 532495 any 1ms 

SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Ueyn 
pennlnsuls. Coastal and country 
cottages and farmhouses. Nofyn 
Hohteye 01 758 720874 

WALES Spoctailats. Choose from 
ovor 410 cottages. 01282 445726 
(LINKS) 


If you wish to advertise in this 
section please telephone the 
Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 
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THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 


For a 

unique range 
of real holidays 
that are fully 
bonded, flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AIT0! 
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a killer 


John Walsh meets. .. PJ Proby 


xair.i?? 

As 


HJS746S 


I 

. nzzled as Grendel’s 

'7# ® Mother and just as leg- 

-■ ‘I wmm endaiy, PJ Proby ats .at - 
L ^ the table of a Soho 

restaurant, the picture 
of dociliiy. After “50 years of firing 
Jack Daniels" down his golden 
throat, he is drinking grapefruit 
juice; before him is the script of Pete 
Townshend’s newly-disinterred 
Quadropkenia, which is shortly to go 
on the road with Proby playing the 
Godfather, filling in for Gary Glit- 
ter. From certain angles be is the 
dead spit of Dennis Hopper, his face 
lined and handsome and faintly 
menacing And on two fingers of his 
left band, two gold rings spell out a 
potent metaphor, one offers the let- 
ters “PIP”, the other “ROBY. A 
split name, to gp with the split per- 
sonality, the split career... anc 4 of 
course, the most famously, disas- 
trously, split trousers in stage history. 

Younger readers should' know . 
that, in the early Sixties, when our 
hearts were young and blithe,Trpby . 
was an authentic Wild One. A 
glossy American import with a 
voice full of gulps, hiccups and sti- 
fled sobs, he sang like a than torn 
between acute melancholy and 
'.^ironic indigestion: “There’s a 
1 glace for us”, , the first line of;, 
rtlsomewhere’*, from the Sondheim' 
^Bernstein musical attest Side Story, 
emerged from Prob/a emotion- 
drenched assault as “They-Rs uh 
perfoce faw uff’, even its title vir- 
tually unrecognisable: ^Summ-ah- 

wayah upper-lace... "Icllidse days, 

' he wore his hair in a girty pigtail 
with a' velvet bow, amd ponced 
about in a way no Engfeh-eyes bad . 

. seen before. “I was aS over that ' 
stage,? he reminisces, reckless of 
modesty. ‘'Right in those little girls’ 
faces. Nobody had ever toogied 
like James Brown, and moved their' 
body life that ‘before;.” ... 

R>r mast of his 58 yeare,-. Mr 
proby has been in trouble - seek- 
• ing it, courting it, revelling in ii But , 
even he wasn’t prepared; for. the . 
reaction to the night of 29 January, 
1965, at the CastleHaH, Croydon v 
when his blue velvet tzoosers split 
onstage fromJmee fo crotch and ' 
jAii nng pd him towards Palookawfle. 

. .T^n alderman’s wife who attended 
i % the concert said the .act “left me 
physically sick and should :be 
■ banned’ The troubl&mjght have 
’been invisibly -niended, birt two 
nights later, at the Ritz.in Luton, 
Proby’s unfeasibly. tight strides 
abruptly bifurcatedooce again dur- 
ing a Fate-tempting leg-split, and 
the cnirtata' came - down on his 
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career. He was taken off the tour 
(to be replaced by Tbm Jones), 
banned from further theatrical per- 
formances and from both TV chan- 
nels. He was, suddenly, nowhere - 
and by and large remained there. 

Tbday, the fuss seems a bit 
extreme. What was behind it? Had 
be actually exposed himself, like 
Jim Morrison?. Tien no, it was only . 
mah knees -showing. But it was 
political. Everyone was still coming 
down off that thing with Frofumo 
and Keeler, there was an atmos- 
phere about, and X was handing 
them some more of that It was a 
big sexual thing and they were like, 
‘Get him out, he’s causin’ trouble 
like Christine Keeler...’ Mary 
Whitehouse said, ‘Get him out oif 
the country 7 , even before the 
trousers split and they were wail- 
ing for a pretext” 

The conspiracy theory is a little 
whiskery now, but Proby trots ft out 
with gusto. In fact he does every- 
thing with gusto: sings, drinks, 
boasts, courtsunderage girls, shoots 
people, falls over, tells tall stories, 
spits out redneck bigotry and has 
comebacks. His newest comeback is 
a record entitled, mevita3jty,Leg£nd, 
and featuring a duet with Marc 
, AJnkffld to the opera tically lush 

. “Yesti|pjayHas Gone”, a big hit for 
Cupids Inspiration in 1968. 
AJmcnfojreswiected GenePimey’s 
careerau 1989 noth a duet of “Some- 
tfain^potten Hold of My Heart”, 
andjg&by is hoping for. a similar 
cesuiefpfor the moment, though, 
thin^are a little sticky in the 
aediFshajing department Proby is 
not happy that, m a film dip of the 
duet, Almond has somehow Dailed 
foe. last note, as well as the first - . 
and; unlike Pfoby, is not even under 
comma to . the record -company. 
Dfcfiheyget on?Probymuses on his 
relationship with the famed English 
drama queen. “You ever see a pic- 
ture called Red flrver? John Wayne 
and'Montgomery Gift? That's us. 
Mbijty wasr a screaming frqg, sup- 
posed to be m love iwth Elizabeth ' 
Th^or but couldn’t bring himself to ■ 
touch a woman... ” I note that there 
is a hew song on the album called ‘ 
“Devil in -Rid Velvet”, on which 
Proby sings the line. *Tm the kilter . 
in c hinchilla ” Is . the macho 
roustabout getting abh eafop Jtim- 
setf? “Yeah, I know. I almost didn’t 
do that. But even a hard-assed mil- 
itary man tike me can’t deny homo- 
sexuals exist As long as I don’t have 
to participate, Tm the gorilla in 

chinchill a ...” 

He -was born- James Marcus 


Smith in Houston, Texas, in 1948 
and was singing when barely out of 
nappies. “You know them little 
recording booths? There’s a record 
of me, at three, ringin’ “Roll out the 
Barrel" for mah parents." (He goes 
into excruciating baby-speak: “ 
“Woll out the bawwei / We’ll have a 
bawwel o’fun - can ah have some 
chew-gum now. Uncle Dan?'”) 
Raised an Episcopalian, be sang 
with gospel choirs at the local black 
church, like Jerry Lee Lewis. “I was 
-the only white person there. And in 
■the house o’God there is no preju- 
dice. You don’t kick people out for 
being white or black. Mind you, they 
might kick you out o’the tar next 
door... " His mother took up with 
the local doctor (“a Dice guy, but he 
couldn't handle alcohol He was 


periods in Hollywood, where the 
showbiz demon in his psyche strug- 
gled for mastery over the grunt, and 
won. He hung out with Elvis (who 
dated his sister), with Eddie 
Cochrane (whose fiancee Sharon 
Sheedy gave him his stage name - 
PJ stands for “Papa James") and 
with Paul Newman, for whom he 
was chauffeur and bodyguard. “My 
job in tbe daytime was driving his 
two-seater Thunderbird. We went 
to the gym every day, we pumped 
iron and pulled birds all day.” 

Don’t you love that “pulled 
birds"? Proby has of course lived in 
England, picking up such baroque. 
un-American formulations, since 
1962, when he was brought over by 
Jack Good, the most powerful 
impresario in London, to take part 


Then came the split-velvets affair 
and soon be had nothing. By 1968 
be was declared bankrupt with 
debts of £84,309, against useable 
assets of 59d. He lost all his pos- 
sessions and took to drink. It's 
said that he blew £5m in two years, 
though you have to balance such 
claims with Proby’s other Mun- 
chausen-ish boasts: that he 
invented the male ponytail, that he 
brought in the Sixties fashion for 
bell -bottoms (from the naval acad- 
emy, you see), that he once shared 
a cell with four condemned mur- 
derers, that he possesses the great- 
est singing voice in the world... 

His decline was spectacular. He 
disappeared into the wilds of north- 
ern England, doing crap jobs, eking 
out a living. He was a shepherd in 


the stage during his fust number. 
More successful was his appearance 
in Only the Lonely, the Roy Orbison 
nostalgia show in which his 15- 
minute slot singing his old hits 
stopped the show- night after night. 
But the last time he was in the 
papers, it was for claiming benefit 
earlier this year, while appearing on 
stage in Ritzy Portsmouth and 
glamorous Brentwood. 


H is relations with women 
have been, shall we say. 
problematic over the 
years. His first wife 
Marianne was 14; they 
split up because he refused to take 
her out anywhere and “I caught her 
with a couple of guys". Ho was 
engaged to Dean Martin’s daugh- 
ter but, when they were temporar- 
ily estranged, he broke into her 
house and fired a Colt .45 at her 
and a gentleman friend and was 
imprisoned for three months. A 
similar fate awaited his third wife, 
a Manchester croupier called Dul- 
de, whom he shot with on air pis- 
tol, again for suspected infidelity. 
He was fined £60 for attacking his 
live-in secretary, allegedly because 
she was spending too much on gro- 
ceries. In the early Eighties, the 
police took an interest in his rela- 
tionship with a 14-year-old York- 
shire farmer’s daughter, whom he 
married when she was a grand 
dame of 17: she left to collect 
some hamburgers a year later and 
never returned. More recently, he 
shacked up in a north Finchley semi 
with the singer Billie Davies, who 
told The People that he had had 
only one erection in their time 
together and had spent three hours * 
admiring it (“I didn't get a look in ” 
she complained). 

None of this unpromising record 
dents his romantic, if unrecon- 
structed. view of women. He regrets 
the onset of feminist frankness 
because “there’s no reason to Take 
a girl out anymore. You know you’re 
going to gft flicked, so you don't 
think about flowers and being a gen- 
tleman. Males don’t know how to 
show respect now, because females 
baven’t demanded it in so many 
yeare. I don't think there has been 
a role model in moralistic fibre in 
this country since the Sixties when 
we started ripping it apart." He is 
a keen fan of virginity. “It’s the high- 
est thing a woman can give a man. 
She’s nothing else to give. What else 
is there? Intelligence? We don’t 
need her brain. We need her love, 
to make us get up and go out to 


“Two nights later, at the Ritz 
in Luton, Proby’s unfeasibly 
tight strides bifurcated again 
during a Fate-tempting 
leg-split, and the curtain 
came down on his career” 


always foiling overboard into the 
Gulf of Mexico") and his parents 
separated. They were so stridently 
dysfunctional that the court was 
unable to award custody of nine- 
year-old James to either. He was 
sent instead to militaiy academy, by 
some way the strongest influence on 
his life, though be admits it made 
him virtually impossible. “I had a 
gang called the Great White 
Bubers, and I bought them motor- 
cycle jackets with eagles flying over 
cops’ heads,’ pulling their hats off 
and dripping blood on them. Iwem 
to St Louis, Missouri and bought 
switchblades for the gang. It was the 
Uth graders - that’s us, maybe 14 
or 15 -against seniors, and we used 
to cut them up..." 

Then came five years in Vietnam, 
as a regular army private, inter- 
spersed with rest ’n’ recuperation 


in a Beatles spectacular. Proby 
raided the Warner Brothers cos- 
tume department to kit himself out 
Cor the flight to Heathrow. “The 
shirt was from 77ze Left-Handed 
Gun , the Paul Newman movie 
about Billy the Kid, the boots were 
from Seven Brides for Seven Broth- 
ers , old leather ones with dancing 
soles. . . " Within weeks of touching 
down, he and Good recorded a ver- 
sion of the old Dick Haynes num- 
ber, “Hold Me". In May, 1964, it 
went straight to No 3 in the charts, 
the first of a string of hits. For a 
couple of years, Proby was the It 
Boy. He had, he claims, umpteen 
Rolls-Royces, Lear jets, a yacht and 
an expensive clothes habit to main- 
tain, a mews house in Knights- 
bridge, then a house in Chelsea, 
across tbe King's Road from tbe 
Duke of Wellington’s barracks. 


Bolton, a muckspreader in Hud- 
dersfield (“that's about as close to 
Texas as you can git”), a janitor in 
Hammersmith, where once he’d 
filled the Palais. “I was sweeping Hie 
streets, the gutters, taking care of 
the occupants of a mansion block. 
I’ve slept in people's coal cellars 
because I had no place to live." he 
remembera without rancour. “I 
didn't care what I did. Bui I 
wouldn't go tack on stage unless the 
money was right. Tb get me to do 
what I do best, it’s got to be paid for. 
I wouldn’t go on stage for less than 
£3,000. But to get me to dean your 
yard would cost you almost noth- 
ing.” His occasional returns to the 
stage have been fraught. He was 
kicked out of Ehis: the Musical in 
1978 for messing with the script. In 
1985, at the Rock 'n’ Roil Legends 
concert in Epping Forest, he fell off 


work.” Sticking my neck out. I'd say 
Proby is perhaps not an ideal mate 
for female readers of this newspa- 
per, with his belief that “men are 
put heije to raise girls, leach them 
to be ^umen. Teach them to he 
ladies. Anything their parents left 
out...” Couldn't women teach him 
a thing or two? He looked appalled. 
"What I could a women teach a 
man?” 1 How to be civilised? He 
looked {more appalled. “Can they 
teach nje about cleanliness? There 
are women around now, don'L even 
knowwjiat a douche-bag is..." 

Mr Proby. of course, grew up in 
one of the most chauvinistic parts 
of the world, and cannot help being 
a sexisli racist, homophobic, casu- 
ally authoritarian bigot. His dila- 
tions on “coons” (his family had 
black servants) makes Enoch Pow- 
ell, of Whom PJ is a fan. sound like 
Alice Walker. His fascination for 
guns isjmore reasonably argued - 
“If those people in Tasmania, where 
that mtiniac walked into that cafe, 
had had guns, they'd be alive today 
and he wouldn't be facing a court, 
he’d behead” - and he snorts with 
contempt about the British gov- 
ernment's reeent handgun ban. 
“Stupid," he says. “It’s only going 
to pul all that on the black market, 
running undercover, and make it 
even bigger." 

Against the day when somebody 
does take a potshot at him. he has 
done several things. He’s chosen a 
tombstone in Houston, and even 
chosen the pilot who will fly his 
remains home. He has completed 
his autobiography bui. typically, 
fallen out with his ghost writer. "She 
wanted- it to be too sensationalist. 
Every Other word was ‘Fuck this', 
"Fuck that', the way I spoke on the 
tape. I wanted my life suuy to read 
like The Moon s a Balloon by David 
Niven.i. " And of course he's 
releasing his self-defining Legend 
album, : Amazingly, the doomed, 
self-destructive, chronically aban- 
doned. iincorrigibly alcoholic, red- 
neck wastrel that Mr Proby has 
been for most of his life is weirdly 
contented about it ail. He is 
unafraid of death (“All it means is 
going to meet mah best friend God 
- and mah other friends are up 
there, loo”) and smug about having 
"an upsurge in your career at 58 
years old, when every single person 
I know is retired - Elton, Tom 
[Jones], all of 'em". Feeling ridicu- 
lous, I asked the unluckicst man in 
rock histoiy: do you fed lucky? “As 
lucky as blessed will let you get," he 
said. And guess what? He meant it. 


t 





Throughout the civil war in Lebanon, 
Caracalla kept the spirit of the dance 
alive. But can Beirut's current cultural 
revival survive the rebirth of Muslim 
fundamentalism? By Michael Church 







From the ashes; Caracalla Dance Theatre’s production of ‘Elissa’ (above); Christine Zaarour and Geofge Khawand, two of the dancers, among the ruins (below) 


T he new Beirut now ajpislrig from the 
nibble is a forest of neon promis- 
ing a brighter and better tomor- 
row. With food, fashion, and the 
delights of suburbia; comfortable homes 
and" contented kids. Assald may beam 
down from eve 17 wall, an-cl Syrian guns 
command eveiy street, friiit the home- 
grown signs suggest a nation looking 
actively to its future. Mission: Impossible 
is showing, but it's too soojn for showbiz 
glitz. There’s just one gaudj^ ad to be seen 
by the approach-roads to jthe city, pro- 
claiming Elissa: Queen of (Tarthage, per- 
formed by the Caracalla Dbnce Theatre. 

Their auditorium is padded the night I 
go, as it has been every nig tit for the past 
10 months. The show begins with an 
ancient, quizzical figure in a Sinbad robe 
opening a vast book out of which spills a 
troupe of dancers in splendid appareL The 
tale they tell - in a combination of mime 
and Martha Graham - is tif the original 
Dido, tragic daughter of th<*- King of Tyre, 
who chose to immolate herself rather than 
many without love. The sh ow is rounded 
off with a cleverly choreographed explo- 
sion of folk-dance, which ;the audience 
cheer to the rafters. No metropolitan cyn- 
icism here: just volcanic energy, and burn- 
ing conviction. 

Button-holing punters in., : the interval I 
get the same comments time and again. It’s 
the best show in town - 'Che only thing 
worth going to - these dancers are heroes. 
One family, decked out as \ gorgeously as 
anyone on stage, is on holiday from the 
Israeli-occupied south, and ;is relishing the 
company's walk-tall patriotic message. 
But when the fans cluster round for auto- 
graphs at the end. thev’rd not after the 
dancers' signatures. What t hey want is the 
signature uf the intense, jpower-packed 
man who has conceived bot h the show and 
the company itself. j 
Thirty years ago. Abdc^'-Halim Cara- 



calla was Lebanon's champion 
pole-vaulter, during the country’s 15-year 
civil war, he became its cultural champion. 
For, apart from the conflict’s first year, 
during which he was paralysed with hor- 
ror along with everyone else, he and his 
troupe never stopped performing. Like the 
Windmill girls in London’s blitz, they lit- 
erally dodged the bombs on their way to 
work. 

“During the war,” says Caracalla, 
“everyone was constantly on the move, 
looking for safety. So I decided we would 
be on the move, too, following wherever 
the audience was." And it was this mobil- 
ity - plus a topical re-working of Romeo 
and Juliet - that made him a legend. “Play- 
ing in every sector, we constantly had to 
cross the battle lines. If we had to move 
from the Christian sector to the Muslim 
one, Christian soldiers would hand us over 
to their Muslim counterparts at the 
boundary. And they in turn would hand 
us on to the Druze militiamen, if that was 
our next stop. It was as though the hatreds 
of war were temporality lifted for us. As 
though the people who were killing each 
other every day had said, ‘Let’s be OK to 
Caracalla. Let him survive.’ ” 

But things weren't always so smooth, as 
Caracal la’s son, Ivan - in the company 
from the age of sir - recalls. In what turned 
out to be one of the opening salvos of the 
war, a car carrying him and his mother plus 
two other women was suddenly fired on: 
he got off with minor injuries but one of 
their passengers was paralysed, and the 
other killed The company’s longest-serv- 
ing member is a highly strung dancer 
called Franco is Rahrae whose route to his 
calling was paved with grief. It’s not a stoiy 
he enjoys telling - you have to drag it out 
of him - but this is the gist he was 
obsessed from his infancy with Fonteyn 
and Nureyev, and took dancing lessons 
from one of his two older sisters; all three 


were travelling together when their car was 
hit by gunfire - both girls were killed by 
the same bullet He was 10, and didn’t 
dance again until he was 16. ‘The war,” 
he says simply, “was awful. No fun at all ” 

Tania Haroun- the current show’s Dido 
-went to study in Paris when war broke out. 
and never intended to work in a battlefield 
“I was back home visiting my parents in 
1983, and went to a Caracalla show purely 
out of curiosity. And I couldn’t believe that 
Beirut could produce anything so good, so 
professional. I took classes with them, and 
stayed I found that dance was an escape 
from all the bad things of war. When you 
are on stage you always feel good no mat- 
ter what is bothering you in real life." 

On the other hand, the quizzical gent 


in the Sinbad robe confounds all expec- 
tation. Bert Stimrael is a tiny, sprightty 
76-year-old who hails from Ohio, had a 
gilded career as a West End choreogra- 
pher in the Fifties, and has worked with 
Caracalla for 30 years. His Beirut flat was 
blown to hell in the war, but his only com- 
ment is a gentle shrug. T flew in the Sec- 
ond World War and my B-17 crashed in 
the North Sea, so I’ve no problem with 
danger here." This figure in CaracaJJa’s 
Phoenician frieze speaks with a dreamy 
Southern courtesy: disparate worlds were 
never more strangely linked 
Listening to these dancers talk, and 
watching them in class with the maestro, 
one is struck by the awe in which they hold 
him. Whatever one thinks of his work - 


and it doesn't please all tastes - Caracalla 
is that genuine article, a truly charismatic 
visionary.- He acquired his vision - fol- 
lowing a noble tradition - in the Roman 
temples at his home town of Baalbek. “I 
was watching the world’s great companies 
come to perform at the annual festival, 
and I suddenly thought - why doesn't 
Lebanon haw its own dance theatre? So 
I went to study in London, to reveal the 
dream." 

“London” meant the Martha Gra- 
ham-based London School of Contem- 
porary Dance, and he's kept faith with its 
aesthetic ever since. Hk grand aim was 
to create a fusion of occidental and ori- 
ental styles, and thus to give the Arab 
world a new form. He trawled the Mid- 
dle East with his camera and recorder, 
storing his finds In an archive which he will 
- “at the right time” - donate to the . 
Lebanese government Tt will be the past 
speaking to the future.” He’s set up a 
school foryoung dancers, from which his 
company is drawn. ... 

One of his resident composers is a vol- 
uble polymath called Walid Gholmieh, 
who is president of the Beirut conserva- 
toire. Gholmieh’s current crusade is to 
persuade the state to fund a symphony 
orchestra. “But each time I win the argu- 
ment something happens to prevent it - 
a war on the southern border, or the 
Israelis shelling Beirut” The orchestra, he 
says, wil] be primarily devoted to the per- 
formance of Lebanese music. But how 
much indigenous symphonic music is 
there? “Not much yet" he agrees, “but 
once we have an orchestra, it will come. 
We have the composers already - the 
problem is that they are in the States or 
in Europe. We want them back.” 

When he took over the conservatoire 
in 1991, it was in very bad shape, with its 
buildings looted and burned, and 56 pro- 
fessors teaching a mere 48 students. Now 


215 professors teach 3,500 students, and 
he proudly reels off their specialisms: 700 
pianists, 350 violinists, 40 cellists. 300 
woodwind. 300 opera singers, 500 orien- 
tal-music singers... 

Wonderful, but what opportunities 
await them? His face falls, “lour question 
is quite... delicate. Music in the Arab 
world is not easy these days. The Islamic 
conception of music is- not favourable to 
it as a career." He is too diplomatic to say 
it, hut the truth is that even in Lebanon, 
music is being systematically snuffed out 
by Muslim fundamentalism. A Beirut tele- 
vision programme for spotting musical tal- 
ent cruelty reflects the situation: 10 years 
ago, 60 per cent of the entrants wore Mus- 
lim. now the figure is five per cent. 

Local enthusiasts long to reinstitute the 
Baalbek festival but “political -interests” 
regularly foil their, attempts. And you only 
have tosniffahe air in the streets to under- 
stand why; this Hezbollah stronghold in 
the Bekaa valley exudes the same dour 
severity to be found in the Hezbollah area 
of Beirut. Opera queens - and concert 
pianists - would just not tit the picture. 
The old Baalbek, as one conductor satijp 
said to me, is dead. . 

Yet, in other places, the cultural scc£ 
is humming. Beirut does not yet have a 
proper hail, but events take place in a 
wide variety of improvised venues, often 
at the instigation of the foreign centres 
conspiring to help Lebanon recover. 
Next month, the British Council will open 
a second office in Beirut: it had planned 
two excellent contributions to the cultural 
feast this year, but both had to he can- 
celled because of the Israeli attack. That 
peace process had better get moving 
again, fast. 

Caracalla Dance Company perform 
Elissa: Queen of Carthage ‘ 12-16 Nov. 
Peacock Theatre. London WMC2 Booking: 
0171-3148800 
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Swanning along to the rescue 

Next time Sylvie Guillem asks "Romeo, Romeo? wherefore art thou, 
Romeo?’ Adam Cooper just might be the answer. By Louise Levene 


T icket touts were out in 
force at the Royal 
Opera House on Tues- 
day. There wasn’t a seat to be 
had for Romeo and Juliet and 
indeed 50 people were hap- 
pity managing without, will- 
ing to stand for three hours 
watching Sylvie Guillem. The 
additional treat they could 
not have anticipated was the 
last-minute withdrawal of her 
usual partner Jonathan Cope, 
who had unfortunately 
cracked a rib. He was 
replaced by Adam Cooper, 
Lhe Royal Ballet dancer cur- 
rently starring (and I do 
mean starring ) two nights a 
week in the West End run of 
Adventures in Motion Pic- 
tures’ huge hit, Swan Lake. 

Since the acrimonious 
departure of the tali and 
pointlessly good-looking 
Hungarian Zoltan Sotymosi, 
Darcey Bussell and Guillem 
have been forced into a risky 
time-share with Jonathan 
Cope. Very tall, veiy band- 
some and very reliable, the 
only fear was that the strain 
would prove too much for 
him. In the event it wasn’t a 
dance injury but fate at the 
wheel of a car that laid him 


low. Although Cooper has 
squired Guillem in one-act 
works, be has never been 
given a crack at a full-length 
dramatic partnership. This 
was his big chance to prove 
to the beady eyes of man- 
agement (and the even bead- 
ier eyes of Mile Guillem) 
that he was more than equal 
to the task. 

Cooper has -danced 
Romeo before but he wasn’t 
scheduled to do so this sea- 
son and the lack of rehearsal 
time showed in some of his 
earty solos. He had wisely 
decided to cut his losses and 
spend the few precious days 
available working on the all- 
important pas de deux. 

Juliet has grown into one 
of Guillem’s strongest Lon- 
don roles. Ear too many bal- 
lerinas dance the character 
as if Juliet herself had read 
the play and imbue their 
reading with a sort of Cas- 
sandra-like gloom that takes 
the sting out of the tragedy.' 
Guillem’s Juliet positively 
quivers with happiness and 
this blissful innocence of 
her waiting fate makes the 
ending almost unbearable. 

The strength and lightness 


of her dancing, and the 
coltish charm of her acting, 
make her irresistible. Adam 
Cooper didn’t even try to 
resist. 

Guillem is reputed to treat 
rehearsals as a matter of strin- 
gent technical preparation, 
reserving her dramatic ener- 
gies for performance. If this 
was the case with Cooper, 
then the explosive cbanistxy of 
their partnership w£U have 
surprised trim as much as it 
delighted the audience. The 
bedroom scene was danced 
with utter conviction and they 
threw themselves into 
Mac Millan’ s fiendish pairwork 
with a naturalistic hunger. 
Whether or not Bussell and 
G uillem continue ip dance 
exclusively with Jonathan 
Cope remains to be seen. 
Tuesday night’s performance 
demonkrated that there is no. 
longer any necessity for this. 

Gape wasn’t the only, 
absentee at Covent Garden 
this week. Thursday’s revival 
of MacMillan’s 1989 ballet 
The Prince of the Pagodas 
was drawn almost entirety 
from the subs bench. Ashley 
Page, Tetsuya Kumakawa and 
Deborah Bull were all absent 



as Juliet 


and the resulting changes left 
the company in disarray. One 
hesitates to name names but, 
since you twist my arm: one 
dancer made such a lumpen 
dog’s breakfast of the King of 
the North’s first big solo that 
the normally over-polite first- 
night audience seemed col- 
lectively to sit on its hands. 
He improved as he went on 
but he couldn’t fail to really 
7 and he wasn’t even replac- 
ing anybody. 

Al the centre of this storm 
of uncertainty and inade- 
quacy shone Darcey Bussell, 
reprising the role of the 


exiled princess that made 
a star at 20. Seven y 
haven’t diminished her c 
ing jetds and enduringty 
ish beauty, and have 1 
served to strengthen her t 
nique and assurance, 
performance was a reprc 
to the dancing of many ol 
colleagues. Stuart Cas 
was her Prince turned Gi 
Salamander and he dar 
the laltcr particularly \ 
darting lizard-like from j 
to pose and curling his a 
and spine to Benjamin 1 
ten’s exotic faux-gami 
sound. There wasn’t m 
chemistry between them 
that is hardly surprising 
manufactured cod-Freui 
faity tale like this. Pe< 
complain that classical h; 
princes arc two-dirncnsii 
but Florimund is a posi 
Hamlet by comparison. 

Bussell’s dancing. Nidi 
Georgiadis’s stylised desi 
and the orchestra’s rclfsi 
Britten’s score remain 
ballet’s only real pieasu 
The touts won’t be was 
their time on Lhis one. 

In mp to 28 Nov, ROH, Co 
Garden. London H 
( 0171-3044000 ) 
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ring you all this 



INTEREST FREE 



ALL PRODUCTS 
OVER <200 
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PANASON IC as* Prolog* 

Sunound Sound tV MM GUMtnnKf 

i9cm VKt-n • PfH M|A 

Model ?5 vdp fyitTll rflMU aa 
W as [899 99 If VIM f 033 04 
12 MONTHS MTERC5T l«t OfflOir 


TV/VIDEO PACKAGES 

SAVE ffi e 200 


HOTPOINT 

1000 Spin 'Aquarius De Luxe' 
Autowasher 

■ Aquarius (wash system. 

■ Stow spin speed. 

■ "No heat* economy wash. 


■ Crease care 


Model WM25. 
Was £49199. 


CANDY 


■ 15 pra gramma*, 
a Quick wadi 
Model ClOW. 


SALE PRICE 


FREE 


WHTIE KMGHTfelwbla Dryer 

mm. rol f 99.99 

kvaweWBiDOBLM^ 1 - - 
RB* VBKKR Ask tor datafe. 


WHrTE KNIGHT 

TlbUuiihia Dryer hh sale hull 
■ Cod down Mrj;NI XA/L. 

vtaW4uy^n»jfl-Eii] £ 12939 

FRBVmr OKA* tor dealt 


HWASHER 5 

VE s ei 60 

^mxs- 


REFRIGERATION 

SAVE % £ 150 

m 


CANDY 

9.8 cu.ft. Fridge Freezer 

■ 5.7 cicft fridge. 

■ Tillable shelves. 

■ 4.1 cu.ft freezer. 

■ Auto defrost 

■ Reversible doors. 

■ CFC free. 

■ 4 star freezer rating. 

Model CCM28/12G. 

Was £399.99. 

In-store Price £299.99. 

VOUCHER PRICE 

f 27 9.99 


FREE 

toastcr 


:50 


PANASONIC 

21 ” FastextTV with Remote Control 
■ 51cm vtsibSr screen um a todudtc Stand 
PLUS Long-Play Video whh VMeoPlus 
Model 2tSfT/NVHD200. 


CANDY 4.1 cu.fl. Upright 

■ Fat frieze farifity s * 

■ Octree HsQH A 

Model CCV120G. 

W»j £23939. Ifi'Jf I 


NOVA SCOTIA 

U cu.ft fridge Framer 

■ 3.6 cu.lt. fridge. mmgM 

■ Adjustable HH 

Thermostat m[|T |1 

Model F193. tUUU 

Was £299.99. 


HOTPOINT 

5.6 OLft. Fridge bbw 

■ SottHn* nyUn*. BH 

■ Automatic defrost. 

Model RUT. UtiU 
Was £239.99. 

BUY HOW MY MAY ‘97 
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CURRYS PACKAGE PWCE 

i499 


SONY 2 T Mby rwlogk Swiond StMd TV 

SSeianMiiBeenwe 

ruiSMCAM BH 

ssss&io. 0 e £ 1 O 49 

Was £1249 BAAdLiY-nr 


II ..-■■M. 9 . -H.. 


TOP BRAND VIDEOS 

FROM UNDER £130 






SONY 4-Head Super 
Tri-Logic Video with VldeoPtus 
Model SLVE710 
WU £449 99 
12 MONTHS CURRYS PRICE AKAI 

INTEREST . AAA 4 Heed MCAM 

RtEEOPnON-^gq S^SSS Whh 

W Model VSG8S5. 



Arno tracking fadlrty. 
Model VX9S0. 
trvnare Price £139 99 



£15933 


£25933 


ICUMVSMKC 
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{12933 


CD HI-FI SYSTEMS 

SAVE To £200 


tong May Video 1 PANASONIC trie* MCMISwm 
1 Wdee with VldeoPbe 
Model NVHD605 
DM W SNOUT* 


{36933 


flERSEST J.. 


HOTPOINT MiiLfcMMHw 

hoc Free Fridge toner MHSAUNUCX 

■sss* IBUgo,, 

■Duhtwratn. 

Model 8B9SWL Wk £72999. MT N0M MT 
■AMBI VMS ANTIS MS. A* to draft 
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COOKERS 

SAVE £ 120 


AIWA Dolby Pro-Logic CD 
Hi-Fi with Turntable 

" i£ia2 " ***** ** CURRYS PRICE 

■ 80 watts (RMS) TV A A 

■JS3S&. £/SS 99 


.V? 1 .; 


-UnT.di. 


STOVES temaa 

50 cm Slot-in Gas Cooker Finished 
In Brass and Racing Green 

■ Separate own and grill 
■Fully sealed hot plats. 

■ Push button Ignition. 
a Also available blue or red- 
Model NEWHOME 502GS. j"-jw 

vws £49 mS. whs ansa. .lSSf^Sz 



SAUCEPANS 


“ 1 





I 5-.LV 'tCCMM-CID WHAT i.Vi.Rjj 13* 


MuKpUy-Beys- ET1 T nft 

up» 3 cdi ffl'i f/Tfqq 

Model Ml uus £3as9 
S MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


AIWA CD W-fl wrtth Turnt able 
MuRJplay-Hays BWM CUnvsMDCZ 
up to 5 CDs. VPH AAA 

Model 23300. RFJlJtl rOMMoa 
Wtos £69999. UXU A «W»#J3 
6 MONTHS INTEREST FRS OPTIOir 


lliSJJ* ZANUSSI 

“ Fun Size Dishwasher 


■Quick wash. 

■ Adjustable baskets. 

Model DW907: SALE PRI 
Was £429.99. w.’ 

10 MONTHS T flfl 

SSSUrf/M 


,359« 1 f 449 


MULTIMEDIA PCs 

SAVE ^100 



CANNON shop sm he. 

Medal CAMBRIDGE. INhs £89999. 


J 7933 


HOTPOINT COon Sea* Sect* Gael 

■ 1 halogen 2ona. nga sau na 

■ Fan main oven ■■■■ ■** 

Model EW71P. |L1|] JUUm 

was 04999. BUCaSI If wwlfs 

12 MONTHS MIBEST NOS OPTION* 


VY.-: BRITAIN'S 
BEST SEUJNG | 
MULTIMEDIA 
PC BRAND- 


r » in VACUUMS 

Luizi S,hVE £90 


MICROWAVES 

0 £ 7 O 



BUILT-IN 

COOKING 


ELECTROLUX 


CVBnder Claajoer 

■ 1300 watt variable 

■ 4 tore double Hto c 
Model TANGO 1661. 
Was £12999. 



MATSUI BHnma 

1.0 cu.ft Touch Control 
Microwave 

■ AiitoweJght 

defrost SALE PRICE 

■ 10 power levab. — ^ ^ 

Model 19SL flfflfl 

Was £17999. r IIIHaA 


SAVE 


msmmmmm teka 

*Z&9fc. : Cooker Hood 


PACKARD BELL 

Pentium* P120MHz Internet Ready PC 

■ 8 Mb EDO/ 1.2 Gb hard CURRYS PRICE 

■ 6-speed CD-ROM drive. .iCuO 

Model EXECUTIVE 90030.L IjlJ 
Was £1699. m 

9 MONTHS INTBIE5T FREE OPTION* 

A1SO AVAILABLE AS A PACKAGE WITH 
PAOCMD BELL Colour InkJet Printer 
Model 9000. CURRYS 

Totol Separate PAQCAGE PRICE 

Selling Price £1898.99. 


ACER 


APRICOT toietnet Reedy P120 

MuHimodta PC ■ffH Cunns noa 

■ 16Mb RAM. PPM JPAA 

■ S-iipced CD- Kf|T|l elkUU 
ROM drive likki £ IV** 

Model MSS40 P12Q 16Mb. Was £1799. 

T44Q FREE BT UBNUTEST 


£1778 


PACKARD BELL pi 33 wa 

S£Lpc 

I 5»0 £ 1899 


3-speed fan 
end puU-out vkor. 
ModH CEDI. Vte 0599. 


{3939 


IPfUCEfl 
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ml 
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CARLTON 

Cylinder Oeenef 

■ 1100 watt motoc 

■ Toob included. 
Model CVQ015. 
was £89.99. 



t Ree BT rmnuen lw cMtemodon Asfc n-nore «or detaas. Offer ends Mn 2/M 


CAMCORDERS 

SAVE to £ 1 00 


hard drive. _ tu 
■ 2&8bps lac modem 
Modd 9006D- Wn 1.1999 


COOKBOOK 


wm ALL Bbaowavas 
over £90. Ask for 


MATSUI 


Outwit Compact | SANYO 


Unique Super 



Gas Hob 

Sell dean burners. 
Model A4G. 

Beane Hob Model mp 
also available. 

Was £11999 

SALEPBKS 



mpzmm 

: 11 m^»>i 1 1 * 1 *■*«— : 


{9933 


HITACHI BBBBi Bon 

Camcorder with 12s Power Zoom 
■ 19a instant zoom. „„ 

BAA iky battery IB9 ■. 

compatfbtUty. KfaTal .Vl 
Model VME1 10/120. 31*1*1 £3. 
Was £499.99. 


SANYO BBBBBSRim 

Camcorder with 15x Power Zoom 

Model VM EX 480 CURRYS PRICE 

Was £59999 Was £549.99. J A A 

TJM^INTBtfirr JVQQ gg 


Single Bectric Oveo 

Grin pan with handle. 
Model KT49W. 
was £209,99. 



S% 528 $£SS!l 


i package Sor a jmao you r^l realm a ttatwi KMOO uuNte retMwr aid apfrarwta 
ItnmH addtoml bmdMdkg and eaMng it iw4red. A one off rn oorvwoion See 
1 Hot mild moll any other offw. Offw erdiSatw^ 16tfi Nowmber W96 


- 499.93 



SONY lm Camcorder whli 29* Fold-out 


■ 12* zoom. hi aanrrsHua 

■ Remote control ■!■■■ aaaeae 

was £749.99 1 

mrmaiamamtinTiauuuni. u tar 
flea*. 12 MONTHS MTEREST FREE OPnDN* 


SONY 

Hi-8 Comcordar wtth 30* Digital Zoom 

■ Hi-fl dci co sound __ 

■ EJecnorit steady BBQI 

MbdHTRBiO S[iIi] f7j9oQ 

Was £899.99 ““““ " 

O MOanB BdHST REE OFIRM-HRIf NRC 
ACCD60RT m NMIMUL Aik tor details. 


EXAMPLE OF BUY: 
NOIV PAY LATER 
ON SELECTED 
PRODUCTS 
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I BHITnUGHTJtl ninBBUHm . BI& t 

■ wMRfiTtt«Miminiiai .trass 
J ■snsounwnurorattitM. .iuui 1 
I inimimw uKsurwra. .!ih» i 

I lunoizMTiufTKTiv ran i 

J fBEBUEOfilCIMSQOBl 0031 
| cunaaiBanusa . .. enn 
■ Mnsamut mow ubi wo . asui 

1 otto* mi woman. ciw 

| uimr comes rdq mux., cm* 

i CK0UK2W4lin*MOTOK I53JJ 

anmiei»ii)iM»fRiitaiMaKRira 

I VMidii asrte Wbararav 'M 

Oteadamoai MlMdaimPxnur 

L vA rsa.-liva'.j«>DLSl£AaaSm 
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EXAMPLE OF INTEREST FREE 
OPTION ON SELECTED PRODUCTS 


now rr works %£££& 

«D*9io«apriadMdi*hto|MdKL&iarnmKanW 
dMarihmelrda^BBOBli brad oa Crib MzriCOUk 


Wt to i ff siwa. Wipat l d y psy m —t e 
of razz. BHaooa ol H7BB* brfn (or aau 
toe Ihb mwnMy npaymenL Vtl amend 
noyhla rwaw.APaov 





Currys 

BRITAIN’S BIGGEST ELECTRICAL RETAILER 


AD St y eratons offer easy parking. Me night shopping and SiBKfay openlni 
Ring 0181-200 0200 for details of your nearest store. 
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The F-word that became respectable $P 



Larger women launch campaign 
to emphasise positive image and 
show that big really is beautiful 


Clare Gamer 

Move over Kate Moss - big is 
beautiful. An exhibition of pos- 
itive images of fat women, de- 
signed to knock the skinny 
models off the cover of Ibgue 
in favour of the fuller female fig- 
ure, opens today. 

The event, which eouJd be 
seen as a kind of Rubens revival, 
has been organised by the Fat 
Women’s Group. Their cele- 
bration of fatness includes pic- 
tures, prints, videos and 
artefacts from around the world 
demonstrates, they say. “the 
beauty and reality of larger 
sizes". 

“You only have to look at 
how many lovely representa- 
tions of Cat women we have 
managed to gather together to 
see that beauty and thinn ess do 
not necessarily go together," 
said Janet M earns, a member of 
the Fat Women’s Group, which 
was founded eight years ago. 

Today, the group will also be 
handing out awards to fat 
women who have “taken a risk 
to promote size acceptance. ~ 
Among the award winners is 
Helen Jackson, a banister who 
campaigns to end size discrim- 
ination; Sue Suny, who pro- 
motes Big Aerobics: and Laurie 
Toby Edison and Debbie 
Nothin for their book. Women 
Em Large , which “tells the sto- 
ries of real life fatsos in words 
and photos". 

Muts Jackson, who practices 
in Birmingham, says sbe has 
come across cases of ten and a 
half stone women being turned 
down for jobs on account of 
their size. It isa situation she is 
desperate to change. “I want to 
make discrimination against Cal 
people as unacceptable as dis- 
crimination against gay people." 

Successful fat women do ex- 
ist Larger-than-life characters 
such as Vfenessa Feitz. the chat 
show host and the comedi- 
ennes Jo Brand and Dawn 
French make for good role 


models. And recently Jennifer 
Paterson, a freelance cook and 
Spectator columnist and Claris- 
sa Dickson Wight a former 
banister turned Edinburgh 
cookery bookshop owner, burst 
onto our screens with their 
weekly J3BC2 cooking show. 
Two Fat Ladies. 

But more often than not 
women succeed in spite of their 
size. And according to Miss 
Jackson, society is becoming in- 
creasingly biased against over- 
weight women, “It's far more 
widespread than we realise," she 

wouIdn’Hiave been told they 
were fat are now being dis- 
criminated a gains t" She has 
problems persuading anyone 
to take up their case in the 
courts. “One of the problems is 
that many people think it’s a 
matter of shame to be exclud- 
ed on account of one's weight" 

Ali Farrelly, 30, a fat women's 
fashion stylist and member of 
the Fat Women s Group, is also 
exhibiting her work today. In 
her crusade against "body fas- 
cism". Ms Farrelly plans to 
reshoot classic advertisements 
such as the Calvin Klein pho- 
tograph of Kate Moss lying 
naked using women double her 
size, but she is worried about 
copyright.“If I use the name 
Vogue with a size 20 model, they 
are going to sue the pants off 
me. Ill have to say it’s an ’art 
project’. I'm sure Andy Warhol 
didn’t get sued by Campbell's. 

“I want to use bigger women. 
Normal women. I want to have 
women who’ve got freckles, 
women who’ve got stretch 
marks, a mole on their stom- 
ach or an operation scar. All 
those thin^, people feel they’ve 
got to cover up.” 

But Ms Farrelly, who weighs 
15 and a half stone, is having dif- 
ficulty finding volunteers. “I 
am the only one modelling so 
far. I think people think Fm a 
big exhibitionist, but it’s not like 
that." 




As large as life. 


They say that inside every fat person . 
there's a thin person waiting to get out; 
that's because we've just eaten him. 

Jo Brand 

The critics say I’mso fat that I fill the 
screen arid there’s no room for guests. : 
Vanessa Feftz 

There’s something more alluring . - . ■ 
about our full and splendid bodies that 
shouldn't be ignored. 

Dawn French 

She fitted into my largest armchair as If 
it had been built round her by someone 
who knew they were wearing armchairs 
tight round the hips this season. 

PG Wodehause, Jeeves and the 
Unbidden Guest 





Weighty images: Vanessa Feitz, the chat-show host and (above, right) Beryl Cook's painting -Song and Dance and (bottom* right) 
detail from a 1735 work by Charles- Joseph Natoire 


Second pay-per-view bout in British television exceeds expectations 

Tyson-Holyfield fight set 
to land BSkyB £5m 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 

More than 250,000 people have 
already agreed to pay £9.95 each 
for the right to watch the tele- 
vised WBA heavyweight cham- 
pionship boxing match tonight 
on Sky television between 
titlebolder Mike Tyson and 
Evander HoMield in Las Vfegas, 

The pay-per-view bout, the 
second in British television his- 
tory, could attract 500,000 view- 
ers by the time the event begins 
at midnight. 

That is still less than the 
660.000 who paid to see Tyson 
fight British hero Frank Bruno 
earlier this year, when pay-per- 
view was launched. 

But sources at BSkyB. Rupert 
Murdoch's satellite broadcast- 
er. and at cable operators 
around the countiy, said the' 
takc-up levels were much bet- 


ter than anticipated. “We ex- 
pected far less interest without 
a British fighter in the match," 
said one cable executive. 

Industry sources said last 
night the results proved the vi- 
ability of pay-per-view televi- 
sion. Many critics had suggested 
viewers would be unwilling to 
pay more than their basic sub- 
scription for pay-TV events. 

Sky viewers already spend as 
much as £26.99 a month to get 
40 channels, including premium 
sport and movies, with cable 
subscribers paying even more. 

Subscribers to Sky's sport 
channels will be able to see 
Prince Naseem battle Remigio 
Molina, of Argentina, for the 
world featherweight champi- 
onship, starting tonight at 
9:20pm. 

The Steve Collins-Nigel 
Bean fight and the Easley 
Bingham-Rondd "Wight battle 


will follow. The British bouts 
will be “free" to those who 
already receive the Sty premi- 
um channels. 

Thereafter, screens will go 
blank for those who have not 
paid their pay-per-view fee, 
although BSkyB said last night 
that orders wOl be taken at the 
premium price of £14.95 even 
after the US fight begins. 

Cable companies are also 
carrying the pay-per-view event, 
with viewers asked to ring a spe- 
cial number to arrange for the 
signal to be unscrambled. Sub- 
scribers in most franchises 
owned by Nynex CableComms 
will be able to order the event 
using their remote controls, 
through new technology in use 
for the first time in the UK. 

Both Sty and cable operators 
expect impulse buying to push 
take-up rates higher in the 
course of today. On estimates 


of 500,000, not counting view- 
ers in pubs and theatres, BSkyB 
stands to earn p^out £5m from 
the event. 

According to industry insid- 
ers, p3y-per-view is expected to 
be the fastest growing market 
for pay-TV, currently worth 
about flbn. 

In the US, the market has 
posted disappointing growth 
rates. However, industry lead- 
ers in the UK say the products 
on offer have been priced too 
high -in some cases double the 
£10 or so set here. 

Next year, BStyB intends to 
launch a digital service, with as 
many as 60 channels dedicated 
to pay-per-view. 

Both sport and movies are ex- 
pected to form part of the 
package, with prices for movies 
set at about £2-£3 per view, 
about the price of a hired video. 

Boxing preview; page 26 


In tomorrow*?* 

INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 



CRASH 

uncensored 
and exclusive 

the screenplay of 
the year’s most 
controversial film ... 
and Martin Amis 
gives his verdict 

PLUS 

SISTERS OF SWING 
Women did it for Bill, but 
can Tony woo the 
female voter? Find out in 
our exclusive poll 
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While in New York and California 
dim andjbedly-coiisckNis are the 
watchwords the prbpiwuca of 
America for which faLis the norm is 
ever widdr. In 1961, 25 per cent were 
obese; thfc. North American 
Association for die Study of Obesity - 

recently teard that. under anew 

method $0 gauging fitness, 59 per 
cent of nvjttaod 49 pur cent of 
women into the fat category. 

On present trends. 75 per cent of 
Americans will be obese by 2050; ’ 

Baylor College ©f Medicine, Tfexas, 
says by 2230 they will all be obese. 

The* National Centre for Health 
Statistics:9ays television "zappeis" 
may have helped create the problem 
and suggests advice on television 
about dies and exercise is no match 
for the huge, fatty helpings scored in 
the country's restaurants. This has a 
penalty, ttte direct and indirect costs 
of obesity total nearly 10 per cent ef 
sck-caze ’costs in the West. 

- There b- evidence The. fat are still 
discriminated against. Research by 
Duke University says a businessman 
will earn 38,000' (£660) a year less for 
every ontf pound he is overweight. 

But thcgrowmgstrengthdf the 
“fat" voice has meant a burgeoning of 
support groups. Many ask. whether 
thin is better. The fat-acceptance 
movement advises on “fuller-figure 
outfittenT, which airlines are 
“big-friendly" and even which 
cinemas itflowyou to watch from 
your own imperially imported chair. 

The USiNational Association for 
the Advancement of Eal Acceptance 
recently demanded changes to the 
Eddie M^jfry film The Nutty 
PiyfessoTi saying the portrayal of the 
30-stone teacher was demeaning to 
fat peoples Their complaints were 
based on|tfae Script “We haven’t seen 
the mavie^saitf & spokesman. “The 
tbea&es have no seats big enough.’’ 
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If you’d Hte to know more about our unique whiskey, write to us fora free booklet at the Jack Daniel Distillery, Lynchbji*, Tennessee 37352 USA. 

A DIPPER OF COOL WATER holds a secret to the smoothness 
of Jack Daniel’s Whiskey. 


This particular water comes from the underground cave 
spring at our distillery, where -it flows year-round at 56 ° 
Fahrenheit. It’s free of iron and other impurities, so it’s 
ideal for making whiskey. In fact, we’ve never used arty 
other. As for as we’re concerned, there’s nothing quite' 
like it anywhere in che world. One sip of Jack Daniel’s, 
we believe, and you’ll share this opinion. i 


JACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY: 



1 . 
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Spectacularly deserted 


Annie Caulfield in eastern Jordan 


\ you see Petra? Wadi Rum? 

Aqaba?” Kids trying out 
1 English always ask you 

1 this in Jordan. And of course 
you want to see Petra, W&di Rum, Aqaba 
- the north to south line that* s the route 
through the country's most famous trea- 
sures. But there is the other bit of Jordan 
that sticks out to the East It looks near 
empty on the map, so stark there’s even 
a town that’s just a map reference, H5. 

The Eastern Desert is frill of Bedouin 
who aren't as tourist-sharp as those down 
south, and they pursue their traditions 
with little more than a nod of friendly 
curiosity to the outside world. Then there 
are the miles of desert. Not beautiful, 
colourful and piled with spectacular giant 
rock formations like the famed Vfedi 
Rum. This is the sort of desert people 
stagger about in going mad - endlessly the 
same bleak, fawn scrub. 

A hire car is the best way put here. On 
the road from Amman to Azraq, you pass 
a string of intriguing desert complexes. 
First is Qasr Kharana, the only desert cas- 
tle that would seem to have been built by 
the Ommayed. the first Islamic dynasty, 
for purely defensive purposes. Others, like 
Tuba. Mushatta ami particuJarty Qasr al 
Amra are places that tell you a lot more 
about the Omayyed dynasty lifestyle. 

The Omayyed came from the deserts 
around the 8th centuty, battled the Byzan- 
tines out of power and made themselves 
an empire in the region, with Damascus 
as their capital Hie remote castles were 
places of retreat from their own civilisa- 
tion. to ensure their desert ways weren’t 
lost Horses were raced, game was hunted 
with falcon, saluki dogs and trained chee- 
tahs. They were also havens of off-duty fun 
- with music, dancing girls and luxury 
bathing facilities. The walls and ceilings of 
Qasr AJ Amra leap with colourful frescoes 
of hunting scenes, birds, flowers and very 
unveiled ladies. There are pictures of con- 
quered enemies and. for more relaxing 
thoughts, the inside of one of the domes 
is painted with a map of the heavens with 
stars in zodiacal constellations. 

The round, yellow domes of Qasr al 
Amra melt into the sand surrounding 
them as you drive away. And the black 
basalt fort at Azraq glowers out, forbid- 
ding, a few miles down the road Here, as 
at Qasr Hababat to the North, the 


Omayyeds took ewer a Roman fortifica- 
tion and did it up a biz with baths and a 
mosque. They used it as a military head- 
quarters and also as a bunting lodge. 

Until very recentiy.this area was green 
and almost swampy; game was plentiful 
The underground water has been pumped 
away to Amman, helping the city greatly 
but ridding Azrak of flocks of migrating 
birds and fodigennus wild animals. There’s 
a nature reserve wizh ostrich and ibex, but 
it's no . longer the sumptuous oasis 
Lawrence of Arabia found when he made 
Azrak fort his headquarters in 1917. 

The very old guard al the fort will show 
you pictures of his father with Lawrence and 
the grim black stone room above the gate- 
house where Lawrence slept. The massive 
stone doors and the great boulders of the 
walls must have looked reassuringly secure 
to anyone who operated out of Azrak in 
iroubkd times. These days, without revolts 
to run or quefl. the Azraq Resthouse down 
flie road is a more comfortable place to stay. 
Little terraced cabins are grouped round an 
outdoor pool and abar.discoiKcrtingfy well 
stocked with stocky Americans - F16 crews 
who are based here while protecting Saudi 
Arabia. Even this isnH as expensive as the 
big flash new hotel just on the edge of 
Azraq town. Are they gening that many 
posh viators to the fart they need this white- 
washed extravaganza out here in the mid- 
dle of -nowhere? And whai is h that's some- 
how very odd about Azraq town? 


Actually it’s two towns. Turn left at the 
crossroads and you're in a quiet town of 
polite but taciturn people - Druze who 
fled from Syria decades aga Conservative, 
religious, secretive - they quietly keep 
shops, farm and go to bed early. The right- 
hand town is scruffy and heaving with life 
and neon, like a cheap seaside resort But 
the cars are wrong - new, flashy - Cadil- 
lacs, Mercedes, a Daimler. 

Right-hand Azraq is full of Saudis - but 
they don't live there. Right-hand Azraq 
is also a Chechen town, settled by 
refugees the last time the Russians took 
against these people. The Chechens have 
got a fine trade in alcohol going for them- 
selves now. Thirty miles from the Saudi 
border, evety little restaurant has a back- 
room drinking parlour, every little shop 
has an under the counter off-licence. The 
posh hotel wasn't built for tourists, it was 
built to accommodate all the Saudis flee- 
ing across the desen for a night of fun. 

From Azraq, there’s a loop road back 
to Amman that takes in more desert forts 
and Omayyed. fun palaces; or you could 
drive straight on through desert wastes, 
see the palaeolithic archaeology sites 
and get as dose as you’re likely to get to 
Iraq without an FI 6. Or you could go 
right, towards Saudi Arabia and the spec- 
tacular view of the desert available from 
a high watchtuwcr in the nature reserve. 
Careful on this road: the flash car drivers 
might not be seeing straight. 


! Getting there: Direct 
| flights are available to 
j Queen Alia airport, 
about 40 minutes drive 
. south of Amman, with 
both British Airways 
(0345 222111) and 
Royal Jordanian (0171- 
734 2557), £340 and 
£350 respectively (inc 
tax). Cheaper flights 
through discount agents: 
TraiHinders (0171-938 
3366) on Olympic 
Airways via Athens for 
£252, or on Cyprus 
Airways via Lamaca for 
£279 through Jetline 
(0171-360 1111). 


Getting around: It is 
cheaper to book car-hire 
before you go. Avis 
(0990 900500), Hertz 
(0990 996699) and 
Budget (0800 181181) 
have offices in Amman. 
The cheapest deal is 
from Avis, with a 
Daihatsu Charade for 
£181 per week inclusive 
of unlimited mileage 
and collision damage 
waiver. You don’t need 
an international drivers’ 
permit to rent but rt is 
handy to have one rf 
you are stopped by 
police. 


Red Tape: Visas to 
Jordan are essential for 
British nationals (cost: 
£27) and are available 
from the Jordanian 
Embassy, 6 Upper 
Phillimore Gardens, 
London W8, in person or 
by post Call the 
information line 0891 
171261 for further 
details. 

When to go: Spring is 
generally the best time. 
Amman has cold winters 
and hot dry summers. 

PhJHppa Czerniu 



The Eastern Desert is full of Bedouin who aren't as tourist-sharp as those in the south maror.RAPH. nntisc.uniom 
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The curious question 
of French swimwear 


Simon Calder 


T his column has no intention of 
turning into men's fashion corner, 
but I must bring you an update on 
male swimwear in Ranee. You may 
recall a fortnight ago that the Indepen- 
dent photographer Brian Harris met his 
waterborne Waterloo at a camp site 
swimming pool in Ranee, where be and 
his son were ejected for wearing baggy 
(and hyper-trendy) swimwear. They were 
transgressing an arcane French law.whkh 
insists on regular figure-hugging trunks. 

Yet the company he travelled with, 
Eurocarap, says the regulations are not 
so obscure after alL On page 27 of its 
Traveller^ Guide to France, squeezed 
between Organised Games and Other 
Activities, is a paragraph about the loi . 

“Water purity regulations insist that 
camp sites forbid the wearing of shorts- 
style swimming trunks (only 'brief style 
trunks are allowed).**. The illustration 
(below) makes the point succinctly: 



P ity the poor traveller arriving by 
Euro star at Waterloo, and hoping 
to continue the journey by Tube. 
Anyone who wants to reach the rail ter- 
mini of Paddington or Marylebone, or 
pop along. to Piccadilly or Oxford Cir- 
cus for shopping or sightseeing, faces 
big problems for die next eight months. 

From midnight tonight, no trains will 
run on the Bakerloo line south of Pic- 
cadilly Circus because of engineering 
works. Dismal news for the capital's 
commuters. But for travellers unfa- 
miliar with London’s transport, it 
promises to be truly bewildering. 

Suppose you want to reach Oxford 
Circus. The Underground offers sev- 
eral suggestions. First, take an ordinary 
train hack down the railway to Vauxhall 
and change to the Victoria Line - an 
obstacle course unsuitable for anyone 
carrying more than a briefcase. Better 
catch the “Bakerloo bus” that is replac- 
ing the Tube. The problem here is that 
first you have to find your way to the 
Underground booking hail and buy a 
ticket, then return above ground and 
focate the bus. If instead you find, say, 
the 176 bus stopand spot a regular bus 
to Oxford Circus, you must either 
-throw away your newly acquired ticket 
and buy another one - or risk a £5 fine. 


S even years ago this morning, the 
Berlin Wall fell; and 24 hours ago 
I met the unfortunate wanner of the 
competition to celebrate 10 years of the 
Independent Traveller. 

The prize, to use the term loosely, is a 
trip to East Beilin by independent and 
economic means, ie mostly hitch-hfldng. 
But even before our planned journey to 
Berlin began, things went badly wrong. On 
Wednesday morning I went to the Ger- 
man tourist board in London, only to find 
that the office does not open until an 
unGennanic 12 noon. The maps that were 
promised had not arrived by the time I left, 
clutching only 1976 autobahn map. 

The trip was to have begun with a 
rail/ship crossing as far as the German 
border. Sadly, when I tried to book the 
cheap £49 ticket all the seats were fulL 
The next fare up was more expensive than 
flying - at least to Holland. So we began 
by flying from London City airport to Rot- 
terdam. The winner, Alison Clements of 
Maidstone, bravely turned up at the air- 
port despite a fear of flying. I also learned 
that she has never hitch-hiked before, 
even though we face a 400-mile hike 
across northern Europe. 

Our reports on the ordeal - sorry, 
adventure - will appear next Saturday. 
1 suspect that they may conflict 


Along the Nile we find a timeless 

quietude over which preside the an- 

dent monuments of past millennia. 
The Nile is Egypt and Egypt is the 
Nile* - thus ran.the classical wisdom 
of Herodotus, and hi taking a lei- 
surely cruise ta .Upper. Egypt and 
Aswan, on the northern edge oftake 
Nasser, the traveller doenwre than 
just observe the life and relics of 
Egypt but in choosingto bavelalong 
the Nile, is using oneof the principal 
means oftransportationfar the area, 
■file one aspect of cruising the Nile 
that has changed has been the qual- 
ity of the vessels and we r bave been 
lucky to secure cabins on one of the 
finest currently in service - the MS 
Serenade. The modem and elegant 
features of the vessel, together with 
its musical theme, make it the most 
comfortable and relaxing wy to see 
the glories of Egypt 
The58passengercabins.au with foil 
facilities, feature custom-made fiir- 
ratureandpicturewindcwsvBlhspec- 
tacular views of. the. Nile- while the 
public rooms tue decorated in-neo- 
rbustral style. 

ITINERARY IN BRIEF 

Fly from London Catwickto Luxor 


A Special Announcement 



CnusebetweenAswan and Luxor on board the 
MS Serenade, one of the finest vessels on the Nile 
• 7/ ’ 7 nights from £545.00 _• 

and join the Serenade for a 7-night £75). Return downstream to Luxor 
cruise. VMt the West Bank, the Val- and\-isit theTempieofKamak. Re- 
tw of the Kings and the Temple of turn flight to London Gatwick. 
Bmum,sailtpEdfuarailtomOmbo nFPARTORES £ PRICES 

[optional excursion .to Abu Sin*el - *996 - Nov 18X645- Dec—9£6fl0 


Dec 16X545 -Dec 30 £795 
1997 -January 6. 13. 20,27 £$55 
Februaiy 3. 10. 17.24X655 
Mareh3. 10. 17X655 
March 24 £750 - Mar 31 <£655 
Apr 7. 14,21.28X655 
May5. 12, 19,26X635 
June2.9. 16,23,30X595 
July?. 14.21.28X595 
Augusts. 11, IS. 25XB25 
Supplements - per person 
Single cabin £225- Upper dedo£125 
Abu Simbel [by road ) X75 

tacUc u r I ravel, i ransfei*. 7 night* onihe 
H55ern^hjribcortr3cunion».laca}iij>- 
rcxnUiire. Not indodci insurance, overseas 
airnntkacs.viSkliT&J’DcaarijKttodao^. 
All bookings ut accepted mi ned to dot 
C oafifioM tf Booting. iwUfab oo 

0171-6161000 

w 

VOYAGESJU1ES VERNE 
21 Dorset Square 
London NW1 6QG 

TMPrarijKiUd ABTAVIUIATCILMB 
Internet ttfpefWifiMjvmak 
Our officcurt open for irkphro 
rcwnetioru wrtUays Stans to Sjxn 
HMhendifmttStMi. Forper»«ul cdlm, 
our hounareSam toSpro wwkdaw only. 


Traditions of Arabia 



HENNA 

A reddish dye obtained from powdered leaves, henna has traditionally been used by else women of Arabia 
to stain the palms of the bands and the soles of the feet for mtddinsa and other festivals. 

The simple geometric patterns of the pasr bare jfiven i ray over the years to more flowery dents ’tt. 

Luxury and Adventure 


Arabia a land of mystery 
travellers for centuries, 
cover why. Tradition and 



and legend, has captivated 
^ Today Dubai invites you to dis- 
hospitality. The adventure of a 



to. ,J A 


desert safari. The excitement of sand skiing dune driving and camel racing. Sunny blue skies and 
dean un crowded beaches. Three fine golf courses. Supexb watersports. Luxury hotels and fine 




dining. Fabulous shopping and lively eSfok 


all this and more in Dubai, with a choice 


to an unforgettable holiday experience. ? 


mm 


nightlife. Discover 


of 65 airlines to flv you 


Decide on Dubai 


The Dubai Experience 


DUBAI COMMERCE AND TOURISM PROMOTION BOARD 

125 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5EA, U.K. Brochure line (24 hours) Tel: (0171 ) 839 0581 
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Cooking of the highest order 


Chalet girls (and boys) are shedding their amateur image. 
By Stephen Wood 


Mir I days when a chalet gid’s 

' Ul I role was to play Barbie to 

1 the ski instructor's Action 
■ Man are over. Like job 
seekers and rugby players, chalet 
girls have a new, professional s£a- 
tus. True, the fact that they are 
now “Chalet Reps" is partly thanks 
to the influx of males to-the pro- 
fession; but it can't be long before 
De Montfbrt University is offering 
a BA coarse in Chalet Manage- 
ment for the Leisure Industry. 
Already, this year, Crystal Holi- 
days has launched a series of 
chalet cookery courses, and you 
only have to watch the students 
labouring intently on the correct 
procedure for dicing onions to see 
what damage is being done to the 
old, amateur principles. 

Crystal hires about 300 staff for 
its chalets eveiy year. It inter- 
views applicants in bulk, up to 45 
at a time, in day-long sessions 
involving group work and role 
playing. “We can tell very quickly 
whether they are suitable,” says 
the company's chalets reps man- 
ager for the Tarentaise region of 
France, Rebecca Saxby. “It’s a 
question of personality - how 
they deal with people, how they 
present themselves.” 

The problem is that you need 
□lore than an outgoing personal- 
ity to prepare dinner for 20 peo- 
ple. In the past. Crystal has sug- 
gested to applicants who can’t 
cook that they take a course such 
as those atthePrue Leith or Lucie 
Clayton schools. But the courses 
are expensive: and they put more 
stress on pipingHbag skills than is 
required for high-carbohydrate 
chalet menus. 

So this year Crystal has recom- 
mended its own courses. For £190, 
students got a week’s specialised 
chalet-cookery training, plus tips 
on other appropriate skills such as 
toilet cleaning, placating difficult 
customers, and getting the resort 
reps to deal with any realty tricin' 
problems. Everybody who com- 
pleted the course - the pass rate 
was 100 per cent - was guaranteed 
a job for the season as a chalet rep. 
According to my map, Bruton in 
photograph; John Lawrence Somerset, where the five-day 











Prospective chalet boys learning new skills at Bruton School for Girts 






courses have been held, is some* 
where between 50 and 100 metres 
above sea level It didn’t seem ideal 
fora dass on “Cake baking at atti- 
tude". But although the cake bak- 
ing was practical, the “altitude” 
element turned out to be theoret- 
ical: cookery tutor Paul Jeffrey 
explained that the low-pressure 
mountain environment plays such 
havoc with cooking temperatures 
and limes that even boiling an egg 
becomes a matter of trial-and- 
error (he suggests sacrificing six 
eggs for experimental purposes). 

Basic sea-level principles, how- 
ever, applied to most of the cook- 
ery tuition. The daily agenda for 
the 25 students, divided into teams 
of two plus Sam (reduced to a 
rather peripheral role by being 
temporarity on crutches), involved 
producing two dinner menus from 
Paul Jeffrey’s Crystal cookery 
book. First there was a lecture 
(bow to dice an aubergine, how to 
caramelise condensed milk by 
boiling the unopened rin for three 
hours without getting a sticky mess 
on the kitchen ceiling), delivered 
by Paul Jeffrey in a jaunty style 
probably unfamiliar to the three 
students opposite me on the big 
table, fresh from degree courses in 
international relations, classics 


mlL&BA 


Then everybody trooped off to 
the domestic science wing of Bru- 
ton School for Girls - on their half- 
term holiday - to get stuck in, on 
my visit, to “Milanzano ail 
Pannigeana”, salmon steaks and 
lemon meringue pie. 

It was remarkable how seri- 
ously the students took their work. 
I’d guess that Alex (BA, Durham 
University; heading for a career in 
financial management) takes most 
things seriously: he had seen five 
different ski companies before 
plumping for Crystal, because of 
the cookery course and the chalet 
reps' perks - which include free 
skis and boots in the resort. But 
Paul (travel bum: previous engage- 
ments at Camp America, and 
working for a night-dub in Ibiza) 
showed just as much application to 
his onion-dicing, apparently keen 
to score as high on cookery as he 


must have dune on y>e tonality in 
his interview. Paul and his conk- 
ing mate, Katie, made , my 
lunchtime vegetarian jqKcial: if 
was delicious, certainty the best 
meal I’ve ever eaten in a. school. 

The degree of commitment 
probably reflected the fact that on 
this, the last of Crystal's- three 
courses (there will be more next 
year), the students were poten- 
tially only a month away from liv- 
ing in the Alps, making a lot of 
new friends, and skiing to their 
hearts’ content - a particularly' 
motivating prospect for Paul, who 
has never skied in his life. The pay, 
on the other hand, is not much 10 - 
write home about: X56 per week, 
of which £1 1 is held back until the 
end of the season because, as 
Rebecca Suxby says, "when they’ve 
only got two weeks to go. the snow 
is getting slushy, and all they’ve gpt- 
to look forward to is cleaning tip 
the chalet, they might otherwise be 
tempted to disappear". 

Before I disappeared from Bru- 
ton, I ate some good low-altitude 
cake and watched a role-playing 
session (part of what Rebecca 
Saxby calls the “Crystallisation" 
process) in which the students 
acted out - and attempted to 
resolve - difficult moments in a 
chalet rep’s life. The tall, attractive 
woman .who had studied drama 
(why didn’t I get her name?) used 
her skills to play a bricklayer who 
had trashed the chalet; Steve, just 
out of the Marines and, at 31. 
older than most of the other stu- 
dents, played a rep in a toilet- 
cleaning dispute wifi] a colleague. 

It would be a shame, after my 
day’s research, not to pass on 
what I learned to those of you who 
arc skiing Ciystal this year. So here 
are a few tips. Don’t ask the chalet 
reps what's for supper: they are 
taught not to answer, on the 
grounds that there'll always be 
someone who says “Oh, I don’t 
like that". Expect boeuf hour- 
guignon when you arrive, because 
as Paul Jeffrcysays it “keeps going 
all day", which is helpful if (here 
are travel delays. And don’t be sur- 
prised if your chalet reps seem par- 
ticularly well-trained this year. 
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“They say a woman reaches her peak 
at thirty six. 

In America it’s about 4000m, honey . 99 


He brand new United Vacations Sid Freedom brochure w3I take yon to 
new heights of pleasure. From the champagne slopes of Colorado to the 
talcoxn powder of Utah. The legendary peaks of Jackson Hole. Wyo ming 
to the breathtaking beauty of Lake Tabme in California. 

Stay hi exclusive hotels, luxurious lodges and the coolest 
condos. With our free tailor-made service yon really can 
create exactly the holiday yon want. 

There are daily direct and connecting flights to every 
resort with United Airlines from the UK. Call now for a 
eopy of oar brochure on 0L235 834344, quoting reference IDSKL 




W United Vacations 

United Airlines- 

Don’t go on holiday to America, take a Vacation. 
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ALL SKI RESORTS - EUROPE S ^.AMERICA 

COMPUTER LINKED TO SKI OPERATORS 
pres: EUROPE 01858 433633 

SeA'c N. AMERICA 018S8 434500 
FLIGHTS " 01858434363 

VISA MASTERCARD A3TA I AT A DELTA SWITCH 



r SKI AUSTRIA 



Holidays 
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TIMESCAPE 


“SKI NEW ENGLAND" 


Tel: 01G47 24726 
Fax: 01647 24722 


WINTER SPORTS 

INSURANCE 

LyrtrUivu :L -.‘ .*>; 

£ m-J £••-- Vlc’ l< 



JET I 

O 1 732 773366 



ccn make savings on thousands of skiing holidays from ihe Winferspor 
Operator of the year.* if you're an Earlybird and book now. 

Thomson 

f J.j -nr. Sfji u .job, J*ai4, .-Mi 


britains No.i sKJTour Operator 

SKIING IN TOP AMERICAN RESORTS 
AND THE BEST IN EUROPEAN SKIING 

SKI CANADA from only £ 2 9 9 
For reservations call: 

0990 557755 


Catered Chalets, 
Hotels & apartments 

CANADA, USA, 
FRANCE, ITALY, 
SWITZERLAND 

Flights prom 
7 UK Airports 
Snowtrain From 
Waterloo a Dover { 

N. AMERICA 

0171 <027444 

Europe 

0171 6024826 

ABTA VATQl BON PC P 


NORTH AMERICAN 

EE233SE3 



01733 84Q 833 


ft Mwtn tMWvA- 

TroLs Valkw 
Chalet Hold. Ski itt'SId mit. 

. Sauna. Jacuzzi. uH nxtuis 
m-suflr. bn-, rravel .nailable. 

ABT Ski 01932 232025 
XTOL 3400. ABT\ 


It s snowing 
in Colorado! 

Ccr.'.H (.‘cli'i -r S',Tk.-.rf s « t Veil 


£499 


* E^rly De:vTnl>?r Dr-panure', * ■ 


0990 550555 


SW PEAJC Spadalfet* ia Voulany 
CAIp a dHuo *). CTwteta, Hoi!*.. 
S/c. Su parts culsfnn. Mi gutting. 

short iransfon. TeL 
VMSQ 794M1. ATOL 3697 WTO. 

AQR.EAT SELECTION al colored 
« Europe & Canada. Sid 

ItOL <018l> 948 69ZL 

BIG SKIING. SMALL VILLAGES. 

Vaimonsi. 

«*1 pimt. A v 
“OO-WOpw. 0127? 


• 'CntBllyR«JbfcjP*ckAnw' 

• EMdustwMouaban Tours 

• AH HofcLty* on 2 

• No Sapfrt Per lVw»T«r 

• CniMRwnKA 

Td 01492 871700 
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EUROPE | 

CANADA AND USA ! 

On All Chalets. Hotel s, S'C \ 

Olill ~S7 1 

SKI THE 


Tile UK's Sflenulisf »c*nc. for 

USA & CANADA 

0800 526198 
0 01132688868 

.*CglM.tv,i7CH .;UIA Jioi 

9Ly a / 


Luxury catered lodges in 

Breckertridfio, Colorado at 
affordable pnees. Scheduled 
fhghts & car hire included. 


0171 371 4900 


UEFBBEL. PRNWTE CHALET- LUX- 
^ « BmI. 6 Bmh ChsMt- 
Jaairil. Sawmo, Fb*. CD, Pod 
Tahta, Haaud Boat Ruck, «c. ; ^ 
' 7 ®*** ul we laisn. igj^as 

•»n, 9 March. January from Ci 66 
P-P 4 M*. TaL 0171 ^ 51 - 2734 . 
u . Suparb ennd 
»t»on» an-suH*. 
su<wng. nmAH.gronwahn. 8 M 
8 «al ATOL ATTO 01243 780405 
SIMPLY SKI- Quality chain* In 

Pta s n °- Vai 

aam. PHnae cal oibi 995 9329 
v *337 ATOL 1922 AITO 
SKJNonh Amanca Dlract Wlntn 
^ ? _ ta yo u far tfta ban 

AMEWCAJ, CANADA. Croats, htta 

J“I L”2 “® 7 *«- «TA V2151. 

Sn owing; Calami 
location 1 nr Httsi 
off WMI Ufl mtaa. 
Poak (0144 21 832629 


2? fapV 17th November 
the Independent an Sunday 
wrii be producing a 
Christinas Break Special. 

To advertise in this new 
feature please call the 
Travel Team 
on 0171 293 2222 
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Killington in Vermont has the longest lift in the US, and the longest trail - 16km for a drop of 945m Photograph: skishoot-offshoot 

Skiing for New England 

Chris Gill on the virtues of skiing in the US 


T he British appetite for skiing in 
the States seems insatiable. We 
first started to go there in seri- 
ous numbers at the end of the 
1980s, when for three years in a row the 
Alps failed to deliver the raw material 
of siding - snow. We duly found snow 
- and had a damn good time. 

It didn’t matter that even the biggest 
ski areas weren’t big enough to com- 
pete with the mega-resorts of Europe, 
and that the mountain restaurants 
offered little more than rehydration 
facilities. The hotels and apartments 
were splendidly comfortable, the 
resorts (which means the people) 
refreshingly cheerful and efficient 
Back in the 1980s, we went first to 
Colorado, dominated by super-smart 
Vail and Aspen. Good skiers went on 
to discover the next-door states of 
Wyoming, Utah and New Mexico. 
Then, winter 'surpluses of accommo- 
dation and scheduled flights combined 
to make holidays in Cabfomia a com- 
pelling bargain. And now much the 
same formula is attracting Brits by the 
thousand to the opposite extremity - 
the New England states of Vermont, 
New Hampshire and Maine. 

TTu; standard viewfrom the privileged 
heights of Colorado is that NewEagland, 
like California, has rabbisb snow: but few 
European visitors would agree. Powder 
to rival the best of the Redoes is certainly 
rare in the low-altitude seaside c&nate of 
New England. Bui many resorts get just 
as much snow as typical Colorado resorts, 
the region’s famously low temperatures 
allow snowmaking on a grand scale, and 
the snow that's made is a revelation to 
someone used to the Alpine imitation. 


1 enjoyed some of the best piste con- 
ditions of the season in New England 
last winter, only a couple of weeks after 
the disastrous thaw that followed the 
region’s beadKne-makmg January snow- 
falls. I also enjoyed the quietest pistes: 
most Americans go for the weekend, 
and midweek in the quieter resorts you 
may literally halve a run all to yourself 

It is true that the sld areas are not 
huge. Even Kflhngton, the biggest is 
no rival for \fefl or Mammoth. But like 
- most American resorts, they pack in a 
lot of skiing {and variety). The runs 
don’t lack length - several areas have 
verticals of over 800m (on a par with 
Keystone) and most have over 600m 
(matching Breckenridge). Nor do they 
lack challenge: most of New Eng- 
land’s double-bLack-diamond slopes 
. are steeper than any piste you’re likely 
to find in the Alps. 

Tf you’re worried about monotony, 
the obvious answer to is to visit more 
than one resort Packages routinely 
include a car - in many resorts, you’ll 
want one anyway to get the best out 
of your stay - and if s easy to get 
around the region either on day trips 
from a fixed base or on a tour of two 
or three different resorts. And getting 
around is rewarding: you drive through 
neat little towns and ramshackle ham- 
lets, with classic country stores selling 
maple syrup alongside gasoline, and 
past picture-book frozen lakes with 
people fishing on die ice. 

The best-known resorts are in Ver- 
mont Killington. more or less in the 
middle of the state, is the largest 
mountain in the East, whether gauged 
in trail length (120km), skiable area 



(915 acres), vertical drop (970m) or top 
altitude (1290m). It has the longest lift 
in the US, and the longest trail - 1 6km 
for a drop of 945m (just steep enough 
to keep you moving). The resort has no 
focus, but is widely spread along the 
road up to the skiing and around its 
base. The car parks of the bars and 
restaurants dotted along the road fill 
up from mid-afternoon, heralding the 
liveliest aprOs-ski scene in New Eng- 
land. and perhaps in the States. 

South of Killington are several 
smaller resorts, each with skiing on the 
flanks of a angle peak - too limited for 
a week, but worth considering for out- 
ings or combination into a tour. 
Okemo, the nearest, aims mainly for 
die family market. You can stay in con- 
dominiums among the trees lining the 
lower slopes, or down the road in the 
town of Ludlow. Stratton is a smart 


modern development with a pedestrian 
shopping street at the foot of the slick 
modern lifts - though most of the 
accommodation is a short drive away. 
Stratton calls itself “snowboarding 
capital of the East”, but Mount Snow 
claims its 900m-long snowboard park 
is the biggest in the East 

North of Killington are three 
resorts more appealing to the long- 
stay European visitor. Sugarbush is a 
fast-developing resort with one of 
the larger ski areas, its two sectors now 
linked by a long up-and- over chair-lift. 
The easy skiing is confined to the 
lower slopes; higher up, the direct 
runs are seriously steep. There are 
condominiums (and a good sports 
centre) in Sugarbush Village at the 
base, but most of the accommodation 
is a drive away in historic Waitsfield. 

The town of Stowe is a classic New 
England charmer, its main street lined 
by dinky clapboard buildings (though 
much of the accommodation is dotted 
along the 15-minute drive out to the 
mountain). The sld area is dominated 
by the famous Front Four - a row of 
seriously steep double-black-diamond 
runs. But there is plenty of interme- 
diate and easy stuff, too. especially in 
the separate Spruce Peak sector. 
Stowe has excellent cross-country cen- 
tres (including the musically famous 
Trapp Family Lodge). 

Smugglers’ Notch is just over the hill. 
Its ski area is spread over three satis- 
fy! ngly varied hills, with some real chal- 
lenges on the highest one as well as 
long easy runs for confidence-buflding. 
But it is as a family resort that 
“Smuggs” has won awards. It has lots 


of modern slopeside accommodation 
and an impressive range of services and 
distractions for kids; they even get a 
special jolly version of the trail map. 

The most interesting resorts of New 
Hampshire are clustered around the 
Interstate 93 highway that bisects the 
state - so they are easily combined. 
Most are mainly of intermediate diffi- 
culty, with less to challenge the good 
skier than in Vermont Cannon is a ski 
area and nothing more, with two base 
areas close to the 193; you can stay a few 
minutes’ drive away in Franconia or Lin- 
coln. Just outside sprawling Lincoln is 
Loon, a small smart modem resort 
with some accommodation at the foot 
of the slopes. Waiervifle VbJley is a com- 
pact sld area with runs dropping either 
side of a broad, gentle ridge. The village 
is a Disney esq ue affair a couple of miles 
away, down on the flat valley bottom. 

The main resorts of Maine are bigger 
and more varied. Sunday River spreads 
impressively across a broad mountain 
range, with (at the last count) eight lift- 
served peaks. It’s great cruising Terrain, 
with broad well-spaced runs; there are 
very extensive easy slopes, but also 
plenty of challenges higher up. There is 
a lot of accommodation inoffensively 
spread around the base areas. 

Although rather isolated Sugarloaf 
covers a broad mountainside with a 
great deal of tree skiing From glori- 
ously long easy runs at the base, the 
slopes get steeper as you g 0 up. end- 
ing in short but serious double-blacks 
descending from open snowfieids. The 
smartly modern resort spreads around 
the base; for New England charm, you 
can stay 15 miles away in Kingfield. 


The rail 
alternative 
for skiers 

By Christian Wolmar 

I have a dream. I want in get on a train at 
Waterloo station, go To sleep, and wake up ;ln 
wc pull into one of those quaint stations in 
the Savoie valley in the French Alps from which 
the ski slopes are barely an hour's hus rule I 
wouldn’t mind if I could also arrive at St Anion 
or Innsbruck by the same method. 

Travelling by train has many advantages. The 
other main ways to travel - by plune. followed 
by a long coach ride, and by road - lease you 
exhausted. The plane. coach combination is the 
worst. Wc became infuriated with 4am starts 
□nd lengthy coach rides. And why do they make 
no effort to give you halt a day's skiing on the 
first day? Instead there’s a lengthy lunch su»p at 
some soulless mall in the valley . So. for the past 
five years, we have gone by train to Savoie. 

Many resorts are accessible tty train. Most 
large French Alpine skiing areas are within an 
hour’s coach ride from a station. In Austria. St 
Anton and Innshruch can be reached overnight 
from Paris. The way to get to Austria is to take 
Eurosiar in the evening u> Paris, have a nice 
meal and get the Aarlherg Express from Paris 
Est which reaches Si Anton station - right in the 
middle of the resort - just after 7.30am next day. 

For France, there is still (he old method of 
taking the ski train from Calais, after a ferry ride 
over the Channel. This is pretty gruesome. The 
ferry is prone to delay’s, and the trains seem to 
be trundled out of SNCF’s museum for the sole 
purpose of transporting British skiers. The 
coaches have the irritating habit of being 
plunged in darkness just as you arc tucking into 
your baguettes - there are no dining cars, only a 
spii-and-sawdusi disco where holiday romances 
begin (and. on the way hack, end). 

So go, instead, by the Channel Tunnel which 
offers two ways of getting to Bourg St Maurice, 
Gcrvuis and Brianqon: daytime high-speed 
trains or overnight sleepers - both available 
from 17 December to 20 January for £144 from 
French Railways. The daytime trains lake nine 
hours or so to get to Bourg St Maurice with just 
a change in Lille. Stupidly, this involves a short 
coach journey between the two Lille stations: 
the French transport system is still not totally 
integrated. Or, for a few extra quid you can 
change in Paris, with a short metro ride through 
the city from Gare du Nord to Garc dc Lyon. 

This year, you can also take an overnight 
sleeper from Lille to the Alps, with the great 
advantage of two extra days’ skiing (both 
Saturdays in the resort). Eight days skiing is so 
much bener than six. which make' you fed it’s 
time to go home almost as you gel’ there. The 
only extra cost is the ski pass for the two days 
and the price of a nice meal at one of the 
excellent restaurants that surround every station. 

So far. though, SNCF does not seem to have 
got its act together to create these through links. 
At Easter last year, we wanted to take the train 
via Lille but were told that the special ski train 
would not run after the end of March. So 5(1 of 
us trailed our equipment through Paris at 9pm 
on Good Friday to get the overnight from Gare 
de Lyon, and I am going to have To repeat the 
experience this year even (hough wc are going at 
Christmas because, amazingly. SNCF is not 
running a train that weekend. 

As for my dream of direct trains. Eurostar say 
that they may try a few runs of daytime trains 
towards the end of the season: the journey 
would take around eight hours. Bui the night 
stock, to be used for overnight journeys on 
routes such as Glasgow to Paris, will be available 
for winter 1997/8. Tour operators are lining up 
to buy space. All sorts of possibilities are being 
considered, such as weekend overnight trips and 
daytime journeys, but Eurosiar, like SNCF. does 
noi seem to have realised the potential of ski 
trains. And technical problems mean it will 
probably not be until ihe 199S/9 season that the 
train comes into its own for most skiers. 

Details: French Railways (01 $1-8808162, or (>990 
300 003). 
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' SAVING SHOWN IS. FOR ST. MORITZ! 
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How to hit the piste running 

Skiers - and anyone else keen to reach New England in 
winter - can benefit from air fares that arc even better 
than the usual seasonal lows. Discount agents are selling 
flights until mid-December, and from early Januaiy. for 
£200-£250 to New York, and a little more to Boston. 
These prices include taxes of around £25, not always 
stated on advertisements. Since these are scheduled 
flights, skis can travel with you as part of the normal 
luggage allowance instead of incurring an e xt ra charge. 


Advertisement 

Important news for skiers 

If you’re planning a skiing contacts • safety information 
holiday, don’t make any firm • vital resort statistics • tips 
arrangements until you’ve on driving to the Alps 
read The Good Skiing Guide • information on skiing in 
1997- the invaluable guide Australia, New Zealand, 
from Which? that should be Japan. Chile and Argentina 
read by all skiers, from • full-colour panoramic maps 
beginners to “old hands"! showing lift locations and the 
This definitive annual ski number and grades of runs, 
resort guide provides detailed Lively, provocative and 
descriptions of over 500 resorts rigorously independent. The 
across five continents. Reports Good Skiing Guide 1997 is 
cover • types of skiing available indispensable to all skiers (and 

• piste details • resort snowboarders), and is great 
suitability for beginners, value for money at just £15.99 
intermediate and advanced (P&P FREE). To order, send 
skiers * ski schools and tuition your name and address, the 

• accommodation and facilities book title and your payment 

• childcare provision • apres- (cheque made payable to 

ski • snowboarding. Which? Ltd or credit card 

As well as all this, you’ll number with expiry date) 
find • a league table of top to: Which?, PO Box 89, 
European and North. Dept SPI69, Hertford, 

I American resorts' • a directory. SGH 1TB. Orders are normally 

I of fully bonded tour operators, despatched within 14 days of 
ski clubs and Organisations, receipt. Full refund 
and other useful travel if not satisfied. 
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SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER 1996 • THE INDEPENDENT 


TEL 0171 293 2222 


overseas 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


TfckeOff 


Take Off 


TakeOff 


ThkeOff 


Because we think the world of you . 


I 


(exci. taxes) 


mm iem 

£347 £505 
£329 £514 


OKMr WOT 

tan 


TRAIL 


NEW TOHK 

BOSTON 


BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 


£238 £396 
£275 £431 
£242 £429 
£275 £495 


LOS ANGELES 
SAN FRANCISCO 
DENVER 
TORONTO 


£122 £179 
£129 £199 
£159 £235 
£217 £249 
£158 £249 
£249 £249 
£138 £229 


MEXICO COT £252 £374 

MANILA £274 £457 


JOHANNESBURG £199 £385 

CAPETOWN £199 £479 

HARARE £319 £495 

mm £215 £329 

DUBAI £197 £319 

CAIRO £122 £284 

AMSTERDAM £55 £S 9 

G 

EUROSTAR TO PARIS rts 
AROUND THE WORLD 



ERS >4- 


worldwide attendon io detail 


THE T 8 AVEL EXPERTS 


WINTER SUNSHINE: 

California £249 return 

Departures available from many regional airports 


discounted 


accommodation per room 


AUSTRALIA £36 ■ USA £31 • AFRICA £37 • PACIFIC £42 • ASIA £30 

USA CAR HIRE FROM £12 PER DAY • CALL NOW FOR OUR WORLD OR NORTH AMERICA DIRECTORY OH 0171-930 3339 


cfm£s-jb. 



For fee real towdown on worfeMda 
travel, TnMoten is.voor on stop 
travel shop. 

TraSftiHfen oners more low cost 
fHflhts to more destinations fan 
anyone. Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can taflor-mate ywir very 

am pactegs wife op to 65% discount 
m toltis and ear like vrwMwMe. 


FCn YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
tran.figder , magazine 
CALL 0171-033 3939 ANYTIME 


ATDL14Se un ARIA 81701 


194 Kensington High S&sti • LQfflJOtf VP8 
Lflflfl Haul FhtfHS’ 0171-938 3939: _ 

Fiist & Business Class: 0171-9383444 
215 Kensington High Strati * LONDON W8 fflO 
Transatlantic & European: 0171-937 5400 
42-50 Earts Court Road • LONDON WB FT 
lung Haul Fligftts: 0171-938 3366 
22-24 fee Priory Quamswqr * KRMWBHAM B4.6BS 
Worldwide Flights: 0121*238 1234 -■ 

48 Com Strati - H1ISTOL BS11HQ 
WWWwrde Flights: 0117*^29 9080 
254-284 Sauchfehtil Street - GLASGOW G23EH 
WDrittade Flights: 0141-353 2224 

58 Deansoate • MANCHESTER M3 2PF 
Woridwtfe 0101-839 GSM 
Fust & Business Class: B181-S39 3434 


AH our shops are open Mon-Sat 9-Sprfi • Tours until 7pm • Sun t0-6pm 


Trailfinders does not impose charges on credit cards 


City Breaks 


BAD NEWS FOR 
EURO-SCEPTICS. 


FLY HEATHROW 
TO BRUSSELS 


FROM 



Call 0800 39 ii 99 or contact /our local travel agent. 

Onward destinations include Madrid, 

Barcelona, Rome, Milan, Vienna, Nice and Copenhagen. 




Express 


fma art oM wajr and iub)acC to ayaBafaDItji Excluding ipplubli charges and airport tuu. 


■;*-v •••• ' r rf**- • 


4 to Glasgow £29 
4 to Edinburgh £ 29 ! 
3 to Aberdeen £29 
1 to Inverness £29 
3 to Amsterdam £35 
i to Nice £49 

1 to Barcelona £49 


* STA TRAVEL * 


people think the world of us! 

OUEST Worldwide 

nrV'iWm * t ,'i • Id ; 


WORLD LEADERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVE 


«m*—mrr«*niW**»*— nahnmdW**r.i 
Paris £48 : Boston £ 1 S 2 • Ddhr , £329 

Anstcntn £57 l SasRanrista Q2Q I Bangkok £355 

Frtokfort m I Chicago £2H ! Bepig OB 

Atfans £119 l Toronto £216 l SbffpiM £414 

Prague £09 Vmnmr £288 l Hongfoeg £440 
ROUND THE WORLD: FROM £682 


11 iMta 4 m 6 ta*to.rtwMiil«l||bitowd. m> 
Mli . £329 : NlMi 029 

Bangkok £355 : Maker SM 

Begkig 099 \ MofeJmeko £179 

Snppore £414 I Bris ba ne £550 

HongKmg £440 \ Auddud IBB 


VIRGIN ATLANTIC SPECIALS 


EUROPE 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE- 0171 361 6262. 0161 834 0666 (Manchester) 
ACCOMMODATION • CAR FBHE • MSOBAMCE AND OVBLAHD TOURS: 0171 3*1 8160 

U7EesioBEoadNT4T,KOUBnng4onEU5W7,UGQai8eStWLkndon. 
sniuraaraijuno* noeuTU)tfc«in» tm 


lO/®Oa, UMQB5TBI, &A5GGW, LEEDS, DXFOK3, CAMMiOGE. SCSTOL SifSfTDJT _ STA TRAVEL 



JANUARY - FEBRUARY DEPARTURES 


NEW YORK £219 JAKARTA £457 TORONTO £225 BOMBAY 053 
HOWS KONG £49S DELHI £340 SHGAPOffi £462 MADRAS £429 
BUSINESS CLASS BOMBAY / DELHI MOV > MAY tW 


COi.'=r.TVE WS£S TO i: : . WOaiCV.’iDi 4 EUnC"£AN DESTINATIONS 


^ Far (rltadlj, animal a*rv|ca call 

ffl-0171 482 0414 


iJETLINE 


DIMojaIcU iMt-:. ’.o jn 

SP11H *49 DCS r.lSl 

I PORTUGAL 79 C4PI33JJS !69 
IlSRHEL 99 ifBICfl SS9 
GREECE 99 CAVA55 175 
[turhev :jo :sei* 

I CYPRUS 149 r4R EAST 2S9 

h;d ta:.r is9 Australia 239 

LijrjjfciiMiiij 


Overseas Thrvel 


Overseas Travel 


AmarMatejjIaaJrcL teavaotejed- tt» *yXHM 8 ty. 
B* ntTUtwiabrr 0 hjtxjr-dx.jr ra&tt *tny. 
t 0»n Uu T ran lUrcrl 


12-25 Yrs or 
FULL TIME STUDENT 




easyJet 


Lootb tnaa UK, Euapa 

i u. r-— f,\. i|| — 

■V nWMIJD 


Call 0990 29 anytime 

iHHwl 


• Bast onuanea bon 1d*r 
k> Ci yean 

• Round- Thu-Wcrtd ml 

H-.Ai Parlkin fnia.M 
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APPLE WORLD TRAVEL 
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TRAVEL DESIGNS | 





lAiRTICKETS 


=== D/RECft 




EUROPE 

Paris FriemkC. 7S 
Madrid £108 

Amsterdam £ T5 


-AMERICAS 

New York w»fcm« 
Los Angeles £280 
Boston vr»-% b 

MSAT naau an ht n*. qmyfci 

RLDWIDE 

i»g ftfeai (fc £424 
lay £387 

ey £389 

FANTASTIC SAVHMS an ace 


-The World just got smaller! 

fiTMt unrimg* an Car Htra, Umnmcrn A Car PatkBtg 

01279 713 737 — « mm 

Geneva £U4 

Berlin £128 I 


01279 713 747— 

Washington - £218 
San Francisco £280 
Toronto £199 


01279 713 777 - 

Hong Kong £432 
Dubai £324 

Kuala Lumpur £478 


UOmtmlJBm 

m 

UOmtaBMpm 
i a 

9 JQmj to *J> 0 fu 

OFSrSUHMT 

lDJXmat»2MfB 



E GYPT 


& The Red Sea 


Shark El shsik Luxor 

as r r. . 4* s*. a r r r s* 

06N»£1» 068 Oh 039 CJfev£189 £199 £219 £269 
13ltoi£209 £279 £289 £349. UNKC199 £2)9 £239 £299 


LUXOR & HUROHAOA . - MILE CRUISES ids •- 
Ha# Board I* * ft8ftMf+.fia»aws 

08 to* £239 7A. »13llK£a^-8.l5.Z7JK'.tW9 

13KW £259 *':7«s' . . 2121*7 £49923* £349 





^0171 813 1833 


517 CINCHLCrRO.IO. LON DOM NWJ 7 DB • 70 *. 0171 031 7700 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


LOWEST 

PREMIUMS 


HIGHEST QUALITY 
COVER 


CALL: 01243 7S7835 


Oapita iiiicHis 

OPCfi Ida:ly Till i aie 


FRANKFURT from 

£119 return 

GLASGOW from 

£S 8 return 

LEEDS BRADFORD from 

£77 return 

NICE from 

£149 return 

PALMA from 

£149 return 

; PRAGUE from 

£149 return 1 

TEESSIDE from 

£88 return 

ZURICH from 

£99 return , 

Return fares from London Heathnw. 

Contact your local travel agenr or caU tor details on 


0171-209 4000 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND SOUTH AMHCA 
CARIBBEAN FAR EAST 
IflDOLEEAST AF ffiCA 

THRIFTWAY 
TRAVEL 
0171-4901490 


FLIGHTSEATS 



01476 574111 



AMSTHDAM 


AUSTRALIA 


BAU 


BANGKOK 


BEUMG 


BUDAPEST 


CARO 


CAPETOWN 


iff* COT 

*42 68 


TTio Complete Escorted iiur Exparisnce With Our VIP Local Departure 
Service Offered Free Ram Over T100 UK Points Ob Al Dates! fcS 
Now bookmg thnmgh to October 199Z ^ 

a s fef.adoxwfedged leaden in escoaadhoBdy to Canada, you ml^agmeafeti S’ 

Z\ we offer mare tourewidi more choioe of dejwtnre dates flum any other British 
L VhoHriayaHnpany But what reti^mAs us urigoe is our aDeaton to detail and 
senioe from choice of itmendes to kaonriei^aUe tonr managen. Vfe kidiide fee c 
things we know yon^ wan to see. Me kwety Mafigoe lake, oear Jama; ruber dan 
sefltag feem as expensive “opdooaP exanskns. NamcaDy our bestiseffiDg Canaififfl 
Ekxnes andVancoowr war iadudes a cruise to VtoaRner hbnd and stag wife sl 
ibit to worid^maus Kdchait Cardens - a feature oodssiDg from other oompsdes’ 
itineraries. Our Rockies Rail feorofes a dfflerett aspect, owr terrain not 
reachable by road, aod we harorecehedontsaafieg repots from cfletas who hare 
enjoyed our Rockies and Abdca Cntise. Our Tro^iectar Hafl’, introduced last yea, 
feznires a critise Ihroudi die ^ecRKubr Inside Passage, the htoNe American villages 
of Northern British Colombia, and aferifengmoureato and hkeslde uata Journey to 
Yhisdec IRdi such a Jojfiil expedeooe as Canada to lode forward to, we would not 
sant yon to he disappafeied Ihat is we suggest you consult our brochure first 

CANADIAN ROCKIES AND VANCOUVER - 14 days from £1 095* 

♦Specaadarjouniejs between ♦Three nights in Csmdi's captivating pEiploreiheOksnasanVafleywitf 

Vtaco uv er and Cidgg^ [ndmflpg ocem-frai dty ofVjncoiRtE inadedwbeqrdslL 

Mmm Robson, l«e Lasse. Vlaoria ♦CmfcenVmcoinerlshiidandsBy pS^inBanfl. North America's 
QacferandCofcmWalcrfdd. Inaikie faarixmtide hand vftbai Jwritei gnafl Wn wMi risks Id 

♦TYnj triers In Javier wi* a rtsfa id *e tDcbdedmorafVkXKlaa&dvf^lo lake Ionia aid IfaoriaGbda: 

idjfflcMzfigneLake. BadwiGntiens. 


DBM 

209 376 

DUBLIN 

30 60 

ISTANBUL 

• 97166 



Campus 

travel ^ 


Wo spcria.'is;- in c-.v 5 «ve- 
lor ■, tuck-rts ,n-d yojry 

providing support 17 ev»i ISO 
tiirc.icjl rji.; thr- wor>J 
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MOOCO 


MOSCOW 


NAinon 


NEW YORK 9516S 


PARS 30 SI 


UONOOH-OP6H7DAYS 
WORLDWIDE 0171730 8111 
EUROPE 0171 730 3402 

NORTH AMERICA 0171 730 2101 


2D7 344 


TWBWOrnEAl.114 216 


BRISTOL 0117 9292494 

BUMWRGH 0131 6683303 

NMHCHE51EH 0161 273 1721 

GLASGOW 0141 553 1818 


NOW AVAILABLE 
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'BOUND THE WORLD 


•« ORAf.'CHES NATIONWIDE 
AM 0 OP i N SU H DAYS 1 0.03- 1 E. CO 
AT S3 CROSVcNOS GARDENS 
(Victirio Ol. 

LONDON SWT IV OAG 


LONDON/ 
BANOGDK/ 
SYDNEY/ 
LOS ANGELES/ 
LONDON 
FROM £680 


GRAND CANADIAN - COAST TO COAST 

♦Vtetl Ottawa, ftsparflamfnf ♦Vte£LQaebecC 2 % whose old 

ha M tn g he a rin g n Bri b in g fiuitfied ct^ has been dedared a 

resemblance Morns- VorU Hedage Ste. 

♦ SUy fa Trench’ Mortreal and Ibe +Tln hotel in Tbrorto wtih fls 

flflea nd rfp rfty qfi l^pn i f r , «ri> ^ bdiirmAlrinariiW flnrl ilnn j mllng 

Cfcytomsfaduded. CKTbwec 

♦ Enjoy itelhdfKwn of fflagara ♦ AirCfasbSgbt across *e cemral 

andwooderridieFaSs. p^ritiadsUdogeasMiresL 

ROCKIES AND ALASKA CRUISE ROCKY 

16 days from £1995* 11 

♦Cratsefaoidsideafafas ♦Snmpcaoco 6 ril bond ♦TKodayseboa 
iufaesoaeoWj&ail aod afanoKramd-die- BockyMcxma 

Norwegian Croise Ltort dodcaaanfaaneMon most scenic ca 

Vtadward, espedbfiy . board [be dip. worid Bmreffin 

craned w&tehnge ♦Three ntias fa benOfal peaks, teon^: 

obsenadon window for Banff vm faduded risks canyons and a 

Witnessing the grew M lake Loobe aod shimmering U 

Alaska speoacie. «ooria dackx ♦IKonUsfaij 

♦DockaSkagwa^ wlbree n^hskiMnicoarer * where aeer an 

oonfaemmagpdksoftbe wfdiifaneiocn)pyGBs tftbeirieisare 

toridePasB^t,risa*e 1 owa,SfaniiyPaik, tododedrishs 

Alaskan capteLJnneaa ft foridcrable Robsno Sheet Lake, Mattene 

heater lown K rtrhtan . and ihchaihoor a re a . ibe Colombia 1 



17 days from £1395* 

♦Sfa 9 in die tiptoe KNnis of Bud aod 
Jasper with visia so lake Louise and 
Victoria Gbder. 

♦’nufifingjoameysihrocgb the 
Rockies Nabonffl Park o Mount 
Robson, Mafigoe Canyon and lake, 
Mctfidne Lake and the CofomHa 
lodBdrk. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN RAIL HOUR 

11 days from £1325* 


♦Trio days aboard Ae 
Rocky Mounatoee; the 
aoaaoatc cdaay fa Ibe 
worid Bareffing pak snowy 
peaks, diron^i awesome 
canyons OTdakMgskfc 
sUmmeriog lakes. 

♦ Ttao nigfcs in Jasper; 

' where deer and eflerasm 
at (beirieisnra, wih 
fadodedrishs to Ms%ne 
Lake, MaitaneCanyoo and 
ibe Cofaunta Icefields. 


♦ In the vibrant city d 

Vucmno; shed between 
moun ta in and shoreline 
with cfy (our. 

♦Three oigins in beaudfol 
Banfl; sa in bstaJy green 
NadainiParkfaDdand 
- surrounded by the 
beautiful Hocky 

Umntafas. win fadaded 
riats to lake Louise and 

Victoria Oaciec 


www.cdmpustrdvel.co.uh/ 


WeprswdeaUranpa 
of senkat loir youth and 
wlent tranritan, todudiag 
wtftrauVbui ptoe, 
tnnriraaance. low con 
accomnwditon, car lire, 
ID ctadL adwwure touri- 




Special Interest Holidays 


LOW COST FLIGHTS ArrowStght- 
01 527 52481 a Mor^Sat 9ae>UpOi 
DISCOUNT FLIGHTS WORLOtalDE 
Ttawai hwunnea laaa SB%. 
Wlngwan 0121-457 8897 T953Z. 
GOA - aaata ha 1m & New 
Yaar-Phono now 0090501532 



i'ng i::m ' 


egencu 

F L I G 

Cairo r;G 5 Fino ;:e &9 

ORUSCO 1153 MALTA TDS 

USA £1 79 GREECE EES 

A'JSrPALi:. E if - I AH. AHOTE .‘S3 
jr .ci..-i.i || l.-RAit - I'i5 TIIAILAH3 ' .!■> 


THE PROSPECTOR TRAIL - GOL0 RUSH ADVENTURE BY BOAT. 
TRAIN AND COACH - 14 days from £1365* 

♦Say fa one of Vapc u twert i finest ♦Visiting the Nafte Heritage Centre ♦Gratae ihrowi the tnarineJifc 
■SSSSSSSSlSi^ to^and Orations, the dry pamfiSrfg 

tralu Jo rn neyfro m 100 ♦Oulse toltam iwerfafandand 

^totitomoumriuraat* ^^"g ** 0 *** ' 

Our Service Makes a World of Difference! 

RELAX HWM TOE SBWT WITH OUR UNKJUE TOP SCHBJULH) AIRUNES-Wau»ar*, 

SEE VIP LOCAL DERARTURE SERVICE S^wttffBwwkftlaBftiQaHrieB. t "* sa * ja * Q 

ErpyftaksuyofcurhiQHybaawdijnifarTnadctwfcaadMng OUR MRPOTT SERVICE- Our ebpevt^m at the 
In jaxdupartue airport ri or ■^MbmaJarmertdus.BncwjM U»»to lBnrinetataaaaMwfaiMdwck»»iTOBiTiBnBMid 
^ setae maakiw of ejgtap aaa ei ywa haWnBKJBkcaTi iJ it . ream WBusualy haw 

yturdnKtreutoirMtwganttiuntisaapK toucan aft bade, Qesk tor marimumspsadandetSdereyL 


jot lig^getowi care rf.arri«8ritoerioy)Ojr hrito^r WR TOUR UMUGeYS - Rtertly. WormaSve and on 

knawnQtha T2an team of airport stall uta be eare to grataycu. to Y«WOinphto peat* ti mind. 

OR CHOOSE OUR SHUTTLE SERVICE 

Asanatonatiwtoourlocaldapariureaarvtcsmare O^^CHES-Conftatahto n aalOT o oa^ 
ptoagad to be able to oAr cornering flfete from Jsraqt ouRirwniinmc 

ftowcastie. FlwTiottaL Namuw Bid UarriMi*; 


P:ics^irr QG.E \ 

A~ ~ i . iV.: 1 . : :. L 1 i_l: 


Ov^eas Travel 


H 


034 5 5 5 4 5 5 4 or 
0345 I FLY BM 




Oil British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 


OVERLAMD 

ADVENTURES 

Asia, Africa 
& the Americas 


WE&TSi 

'f-k 


5 (>rtul itari jHibek m srtrCrd sen aad ltigft& 
tuftparoMdahBiv 1 me< uint loduil. a Saonb. nqta !Oy 
taanqn Bart mI j»v Spnatf tan m *o xoUUr hwi Em iMma. 

Uc4»&adfo^lR9dK iemtirp. Qiafjm MBrffzL 


♦ ttanwdi 
■OTCw^iaj *r 
wflrid Wf« 
n 01724 
*861133 

Dragoman 

1 Camp Gram, Debuohsm, 
StOmnaricaL IP14 OLA 


WORLDCOVER 


ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

L aii us on 0800 365 1 21 


FTL Siifcis - 0 =A T G; h:i 6 I .’.5 

0171 419 1919 

A:S-iS il K'A-ff. ... ■ . ■ t ;. 


major Mtmafana and ritfreatang t"*? 


Overseas Travel 


DO YOU 


.A u! »i -.' ~f 

i i .. ..... 


Ring new for * brochure 

0131 951 2811 




m t 01737 76K133 

C ANA n A «1 me toG5f(p|^-g^ 

^^^□^CWBtoQRodiM&Afaskg 


jA] ^ iHam e \ 

Iwm Aim cjoud. i A ddress — .. i 
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TtaUK r n n w ii ta .i mmi jftEt 
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HrihHHBiulKta . I ‘ 
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Cotton tales 


The Roads family visits Quarry Bank Mill in Styal, Cheshire 


D octor Who’s Tardis aside, 
a visit to Quarry Bank 
Mill, Styal, is the best 
method of travelling back 

in time. A stone’s throw from Man- 
cnester Airport, the former cotton 
mul is now owned and managed by. 
the National Trust and is one of the 
best preserved factory colonies in 
the world. 

The man responsible for the com- 
plex was one Samuel Greg, born in 
Belfast in 1758. The company spe- 
cialised in “putting-out”, the prac- 
tice of distributing raw materials to 
home-based cotton spinners, for 
later collection and sale. But Greg, 
along with other entrepreneurs of 
his time, wanted to produce the 
goods more efficiently and at greater 
profit to himself. 

So, in 1784, convinced that the 
fast-flowing River Boffin would give 
him the water power that he 
needed, Greg started construction 
of a four-storey mill. A little later, 
he built an apprentice house for 
child labourers indentured from 
the workhouses, a mansion for his 
family, and made improvements 
and additions to the nearby agri- 
cultural village of Styal, to provide 
housing for his workers. The mill 
was later extended, not only by 
Samuel Greg, but also by his 
descendants, who continued mak- 
ing cotton until 1959. 

The mill now houses an impres- 
sive museum where the story of the 
cotton industry is told via a series 
of hands-on displays, reconstruc- 
tions and live demonstrations by 
attendants in period costume. 

The visitors 

Barbara Roads, a primary school 
teacher went to Quarry Bank Mill 
with her husband, Jim, a librarian, 
daughter, Emily, 16, and her sister, 
Janet Marsden, a freelance writer. 

Janet: Coming from an industrial ' 
part of West Yorkshire, my primary 
school history lessons were domi- 
nated by accounts of the effects of 



quarters, via a viewing platform in 
the wheel pit. 

Barbara: I found myself homing in 
on ail aspects of mill lile as it would 
have affected the children. When 
you’re standing next to the spinning 
mule 4 , in operation, you can see for 
yourself how dangerous the work 
must have been for the small chil- 
dren who used to follow the mov- 
ing carriages, twisting together bro- 
ken threads and crouching under 
the machines to clean them. 


The deal 


The story of cotton, and exploitation of citfldren, is toM through a series of displays and reconstructions Photograph: Janet Marsden 


the Industrial Revolution and tales 
of the Luddites. That part of 
British social history is particularly 
well documented at Quarry Bank 
M31. 1 especially liked the photo- 
graphs in the Mill Workers’ World 
exhibition. When you stand eye- 
ballto-eyeball with one of the mill- 
wrights who looked after the water 
wheel and see the pathetically 
small metal cups in which be and 
his fellow workers collected their 
wages, you start to get a feel forthe 
way they lived - and laboured. 


Emily: I have to do a project on 
Quarry Bank Mill as part of my 
GC5E course in history, so I went 
to suss the place out in advance of 
a school trip. I liked the Appren- 
tice House the best The lady in cos- 
tume who took us round told us a 
lot of interesting things - like the 
feet that Samuel Greg prefe r re d girl 
workers to boys because they were 
less trouble, but that he didn’t like 
red-heads because he thought they 
were the devil’s children. 

- I (fid find it difficult to beBeve that 


up to 90 children at any one time 
lived together in the house. The 
bedroom was really small for that 
number and I couldn't imagine 
sleeping there in the winter without 
any heating or electricity and on 
lumpy, straw-filled mattresses. 

Jim: The story of cotton starts on 
the upper floors and you work 
your way downwards from there, 
ending up in the weaving sheds 
where the finished product comes 
off the machines. Although there 


was a notice warning visitors not to 
stay in there too long because of the 
excessive noise, I soon found myself 
mesmerised by the process. 

Despite the clattering of the 
looms, you are also aware of a low 
rumbling beneath your feet, which 
comes from the 24-feet diameter 
water wheel directly below. Up 
until my visit to Quarry Bank. Fd 
only ever seen a picturesque 
wooden water wheel at a flour 
mill. This was altogether different. 
Luckily, you can get to see it at close 


Quarry Bank Mill (01625 5274b8) 
Location: Follow the signs from 
Junction 5 of the M5(» or from 

Wilmslow- town centre. 

Winter opening times: I lam-Spni. 
Closed Mondays. Tours of Appren- 
tice House arc at half-hourly inter- 
vals and start at 11. 3(lam 
Entrance (mill and apprentice 
museum I: adults, ±'4.5(1; conces- 
sions' children, £3.20; family ticket, 
£10 (2 adults. 2 children;. Wheel- 
chair users and one carer are admit- 
ted free of charge, as are National 
Trust members. 

Access: There is limited access for 
wheelchair users - hence free 
admission. Free buggy park with 
back packs available to cany babies 
and toddlers. 

Catering facilities: The Mill Kitchen 
has self-service meals, hot drinks, 
home-made cakes and salad bar. The 
Pantry offers drinks and sweets only. 
Tbileis: Centrally located. Facilities 
for disabled. Parent and baby room. 
Education: The Education Resource 
Centre caters for school parties with 
tailor-made courses to suit require- 
ments. Education packs are avail- 
able, such as one on Victorian 
Britain at Key Stage 2, together with 
resources for older children, study- 
ing at GCSE level 
Forthcoming attractions: The 
Great Plum Pudding Mystery Trail: 
7, 8 and 14, 15 December. 

Janet Marsden 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Special Interest Holidays 


l k k-.ulcis m Mn.il 
> cA group .idvi/miirv 

I'"’] liolkl.ivs worldwide 

? with mi-r 20 

\c.trs L'NiKTioiKv; 
y choose from t 

diilt.Tc in hrot Inins 

Exodus 



Special Interest Holidays 


Dial for adventure 


the adventure: 

hike or m o unta i n bike through Israel & Jordan 

the challenge: 

raise sponsorship in aid of Qxfam 

the benefit: 

experience the wonder of the Negev desert 
and see Oxfam's work at first hand 

(he brochure: 01865 312456 


Otfcim Untied Kingdom and Irelmd 
kammbarafQaan hmAwd 
fapkradcba** 310918 


fXTAM 


ACTIVE & ADVENTUROUS JOURNEYS 



3 Europe 

Africa 1 


USA & Canada 1 

U South East Asia | 

- Australia / NZ | 


& China 


Trarts Siberian 


jr.’ey Mow Pui'j jge, London VJ4 4PH 


§ The Nile Bike Ride 

in aid of Mencap 


The experience of a lifetime. SOOIan bike ride, 
LiDOTr-Aswan-luxor. Cycle by day. nights on 

a Nile Cruise Boat Fantastic sightseeing. 

Limited places available. 

For more details call now: 0645 177779 
Or write hx Nile Bibs Ride. Mencap. 
FREEPOST. London ECIB I AA. 

Blue Sky Appeal . 

PtMM quota RafcNBRV Itag. Ourily No02J377 



a-, 'til gionp expl orator y holi d a y * 

EGYPT JORDAN SYRIA 
MOROCCO MALI ETHIOPIA 
Lebanon' israal Yemen Oman 
Tunisia Kenya Tanzania NamMa 
B o tswa na South Africa . 

Cultural tours, safaris wilderness... ■ 
adventures by Nile felucca, bus, , 
me/boat, fandraver, camel, on foot...: 

PLUM 170 unique tours In Europe, 

Asia. Australasia & the Americas. 

Superb free brochure. 

Eaton WntMtam Mb** flUUllil 

s 01252 344161 (24hi) 

M/BendVtm.lla.7S9S M0 



Corsica 


SIMPLY CORSICA. 1997 brochure 
out «>»■. Dtaonror te 
roman's becr-kop* MCfrt . m 
{stand a> flbrtoua baedhM ond 

nmrtiiniihr mooMBfos. taUart 
niched by *** Wta m. V>W a 
«an pun, swaMs oomor. 
mountain *ub«rgw and tyflah 

hoMta. Cafl 0191 899 93&LAHTA 

Visa? ATOL 1922 Alio 


Eastern Europe ' 


f*nauE,vnaMA. Budapest 
. aowMa. Cetmri paralona. hotata 
a apta. Cxaehna'(cn7D0) 823M9. 

PRAOUBCtUCOWT Hotata- tn 
dapppR-FlBKito £15Bta pBnf8 
ATOLAOSLirufazsrm... . 
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PERU 

Still room for Xmas | 

ftoMqnpalbpfclim 
; 01617478315 

m ■■ 

: W81747J3108 
L.--. MaAottnAe' .' 

0M18H1441 

moves on nun -nuxionj 


Germany 


(tarnady - Dafly taw com flgMs and 
haW aecaaawo dM Ban. Afl aia)or 
CM<it canta. Ptana oortacC 0181 
42S2900L ABTA ATOL2977 IATA. 


Greece 


SPRING FLOWERS, braattmUng 

vtaws & empty baaHm. Oboow 

Wnoent Crete from sto vIBagaa 

Hawn. Pure Creta (Cl 81) 700 

0879. ATOL2737. 

GRECOFtLE/ FkOXEMA For tho 
vary bast throughout Greses. 

(D142Z) 375999: ATOL 281 1 AITO. 

SIMPLY CRETE 1997 brochUS out 

nwr. Escape tha matT W ranre and 

aapaitano a tha real Crete. 

Restored country ccmges, vfltea 

wdh prfvmo poota. qtadtty apart- 

monts and lanOsrtun hotata. ptaa 

Wandadrig a 


[Hofldaya. 01S1995 9323 

ASIA VU37A10L 1922 AITO 

SIMPLY 10WAH 1907 taeclwa out 
now. Rana, Oartu. LaOcaa. 
MagantaL nnaca. Capimkada. 
zankyntpoa. QtHntBrewnttaUy 
Greok hoWays away texn «h* 
mainstream. VUkrn with prtreta 

‘ pooKfcraBy-nmhaista endian; 

tadd w S^ w tabeacflul,uwp"« 


0181 90S 0323 ABTA 

1922 AITO 



TaktoUtfip 


n V {udd« -t.1 

nadmtlPmMtiUbm Ml 
iMtolSlMCVNU JDU 

M.NKtoPfcdll. 

Owwrat taRMog aidbol 
Is Iw mi i J u W h Jftf 

aP r~Wf .i l 

eqn* isi 

WtoewOri agoain fC 

Free SUde Nl^ht 
„ EufsCovt 

Wad 20ffi Nov at 7.00pm. 

ReeervMtonsessenaaL 

0181 870 MOO 


n A 
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BUTTERFIELDS Indian RaBway 

Toma. Join our spaetal cantags 

and wa tha real mcSa or Pakistan. 

Ta ta phona {pi 2flq 470230. 
VIETNAM, Burma, ThaSand, Laos 
and Cambotfla. Escorted aroafl 

group tture. plus taflOMnads Bn- 

ocarin. For Maody. panonta aar- 

wtea cal IndocMna Havel 0181 

999 829a ABTA 91387 ATOL 1322 


Italy 


Trodiiienal fermhovsa, 
nllos and apartmeau in 

Jurfji prettiest regions. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143683 

QUOTE I05S Or arte ar 
Ifacawr In kaha. Dept fOSS, 
JiknoT Pidboroatih. 

'VMHANZH IN nWJA 



yt bcuatoscaha WH 

■ tamdnas, vBas& Aptsin&aniidl 

enchaining modlowl San 
GJmkmano between Ftoranea & 

■fflar*-1fiC7breWim 81-4224018 

UYUJC ITALY, v9taa. termhouaaa. 


0191 TO7B79S. ABTA D021 9 
VENICE FLORENCE ROME 
Venato.Prfnta apts u tat 
worMyGome Xmas 

(nmUaUUty.Triffax 0101 STS 
11WM92 

SIMPLY TUSCANY 8 UMBRIA. 
OtUorMi country vBa apartmants 
wtth poo! and SexfMs, Bydriw 
hoateys taatiateg ehanrring, bid* 
mats hotata. PtaaspadN imarea 
HoOdays and Wort breaks to Flo. 
renae. Please cMI 0181 9999323. 

ABTA V13S7 ATOL 1922 AITO. 


Overseas Travel 


RAMBLERS 1997 = REAL HOLIDAYS 

The brochure you have been waiting for is here! 

MO REAL HOLIDAYS - the most mouthwatering selection of bo&davs imaginable 
Rwrniing the world. Walking, easy to tough choices in Norway, the Alps Dolomites, 
Pyrenees, Spain. Slovenia, France. Icily, Czech. Poland, Portugal and lots more; outside 
Europe too. Treks in Nepal and the Alps. Tough mountain hut trips in Austria. Great 
exploring holidays, walking and sightseeing throughout Europe, Middle and Kir East, 

S» Africa, N & S America. New Zealand and Australia. A huge choice of REAL toHdrva. 
All small escorted patties tourist class accommodation. Mostly scheduled Sights; 
some holidays to Ranee and Ireland by coach ... and all hacked 
by 50 year* of experience. Please request a hnochnre- 

Ramblers Holidays 

Boat 43, Welwyn Garden. AL8 6PQ 

Tel: 01 707 331133 Fax:01707 333276 

E-mail: ramhob©i£aI.pipc3ux>n> 





See Italy 
in comfort 


ixfefagl&toartaEi: 

nidus of man 
faHfilWhbdmtafl: 

01235 824324 . 

CRYSTAL 

ITALY! 

prennaBasiip cuwmwni 


telephone the Travel 

Ifeam an 0171 293 2222 


RWiLYl 


Hobday properties throughout 

[he most delightful 

areas of RxugaJ. 

FREE COLOUR 
BROCHURE 

RING 

(0990) 148682 

quote rame 





VINTAGE PORTUGAL Cottages 
wtti poota In unroeUt North. 1997 
Brochure. 01954 281421, AITO 
ATOL 2787 ABTA VE043 


Turkey 


SIMPLY TURKEY 1997 brochure out 
now. Dtocover a dNIgHUly tHtee- 
uni Turtrey, away Irora Uw mate - 
Btroem. with out unlquB range cS 
rural cottngas. vtnaa wUi Prime 
poots a ndWarnflyhotett. Plus our 
Oexlbta tnndwlng prograrmio. 
specw kntereM hoBdaya. gulm 
onitatag and tatantxit city 
bretaraPbMee cafl 0181 095 93 W 
ABTA VI337 ATOL 1922 AITO 


IfjTin wish to advertise 
in this section please 
telephone the Travel 
Ham on 0171 293 2222 


Cruises 



SAVE 

VS45% 


\OMRmLCARmEJUrSSPiBimB 
BFTBSEiSSQBWEEUMFJOXDS 
ONUSES IM 1537 
For 

^ / further 

- d ^| ts 


GILL'S TRAVEL 

01222 693808 
01222 620377 

24 H- ANS’.VESIMG SERVICE 

PSARA • ABTA 31649 


Don't forget 
lo mention 
The Independent 
When replying to 
adverts 


France 



DISNEYLAND’ PARIS 
AI MAKE BEUEYE PRICES. 

PER PERSON, include, three 
nights jr the '■df-cjicring 
Dav} - Crockcn Ranch, one day 
Theme Park Pjss ami a return fem 
crossing Price is based on no adults 
and nrochildien v ? to 1 1 years,* in iyh* 
car and one log cabin fur Sunday 
M Tuesday amiak bcWeen 10 

Novcmher and 1~ December. /. 
Call Bridge Trai cl Service x 
on 01992 456045 f*r see » 
your local travel agent. ♦: 

f&ow; 

European Rxries 

HOLIDAYS ; 

IteOil i- 


Disneyland 0 Paris 






0NEFHCB 


99 


,+WT 

(£11&3«pl 

LONDON 4-~(inc! Masts) 

indo or poot, squash, gym etc 

Ind farryte Shuttle (trth car) AND 
mrtnura two nfaWs en suite hotel 

PARIS cantre, indoor pod. gym, 
sauna, etc. Say 3rara FREE 
BRUSSELS, nr St CaSterlne 
AMSTERDAM 4"". w Staton 
BRUGES 4"“ Slay 3idnt FREE 
nr LILLE 4***" 

BAaffladraM -ESpppd 

M tflere based w MnM&fete Shaft 


MOST DATES incl Chnetma$l 

Prefer not to drive? 

EUROSTAR! 

from only £L0pp extra! 

EUROSTAR optbn - return ticket 
ag Paris jus add Ciopp! 

EUROSTAR! 

(just add the ticket pice below) 
Parts £L0pp 

Brussels £30pp 

Amsterdam £99 for two! 
Bruges £99 for two! 
Ule Europe £10pp 

Details - no obligation 

01492 532 532 


Spain 


CHRISTMfiS 
IN SPfilN 


B DAY COACH HOUD8VTO 
THE SUNfOr COBT8 BMW* 
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DBWtTS 22nd DECEMBER 
- PRICE INCLUDES - 
O Luxury Coach 

• Superb 3 Star Hotel 

• AB Rooms En-sute 

• FuB Board 

• Gaia Dinner on Chnstmas Eve 

• Entenaavrwrs Programme 
> Reside nt TburGuidB 

e FFtEE Pick-up pants through- 
out England and MBles 
HMtarreuQr«ci95C-E£®Ba 
BOOK NOW 
or ring tor further Infdnmdm 


0181-980 7244 

»Mdb 

nyaru 


TIMESCfiPE 


FUENOIIKHA apu la rem in from or 
Doaeh. ToLliDC 00 34 52494066 

ANDALUSIA Hondov COHugo In 
ueaulltul AJputanBs region souih 
el Grenada. Walking, inunng. bud 
watching, rokwlng AwUatXo wtn- 
(er. Xmas end long lots. Virginia 
01610020670. 

CASAS CANTABRICAS. For 1997 
tmoch of mna q o Noldnys In bmu* 
iltul. unspoilt regions of N. Strain 
8 Portugal To! 1012231 328721 
ATTO. 

VINTAGE SPAIN. Country housas 
with pools in urtapoDt areas ot 
Colaluiya. Andoluria ft Mallorca. 
1997 Brochure 01954 261431 
AITO ATOL 2787 ABTA VS643 


■remnni 
Turuum 

SPA HIT 

TniilitlnDal 
yuniilrr Ituusc-.. villas 
ami apnnniciiis in 
I'uuiiirvsIiK- Spam uiii! 
.Pi in it gal. 

I«rt COLOUR BROCHURE 
■IMG (09*91 1438SZ 

UfllTI. BH E-SOVl 


Africa 



CAPE TOWN 

GABOai ROUTE 
NATAL TRANSVAAL 

A uraqoc wfKtkm of Cbxsic 
Hoieh, Game ft«ef«es and 
Charming Homes 8 Garten. 

Ftydmr with teti ffights to 
Capr town. Ourtun. Mutawdiurg 
South African Affair Ala :i» 
5/7 Kinttott loan Lonta WfiSQX 


Q1 71-381 5222 
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Tradition.nl holiday 

properties of character 
and quality in 
France and Corsica. 
Many with pool. 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 
RING (0990) 1436SJ 
QUOTE REF: F0»3 
Ur H’rilr hi: lKT*t FU93, 
Vatancf*. tn Canpjgnr. 

Bifnr.r, rutbumifji, 

V Sll< 3 t;( 

RH^i ion. 

Vhrancra en 
Ctmpagnc 



Quality vBtaa and cottages In 
Uw most lowly oreesoi Franco. 

Uansmns aim s pocte and lanna cts 
nvorwle ptfnnws. ettagae. irlbgo 

housas and a ddlwe pigeonmct 
Dordogne Lot 
Provence Longuodoe 
1997 BROCHURE AVAILABLE 
5/7 HumooB RtL London ws 8QH 

ATOL 2334 ABTOT 5030 


0171 381 8519 


CHE2 NOUS "87 Out Soon. Saw 
Money Boo* Direct won 1 7t» prt- 
vnw owners ot all types of hotkby 
property In Franco. City Breata. 
Ferry Denta. Bench: 01484882503. 

5W FRANCE Famttmuaes «Hh 
ptreta. Tam ot Oaranne & Lo 
Beam. 019S4 ?si 491 . ATTO ABTA 


Caribbean 



r5^THE BRITISH 
URGIN ISLVNDS 

Ijowinn <ffla midi 

poiik md trlrrl hoii4k 
■rdudrtl Cjnbbna i4ml, _■ 
B rirrih Vlrgm Idaidi Ctuh 
For a broter trlrplina<*: 

(01932) 220-4 

INtlRWT httj^\nm.i?< l* nl'ai' 
■w 1”J1» Cmln 1 lolklai^ ltd j. 


USA 


NEW 

ENGLAND 

COUNTRY HOMES 


A superb collection ot 
ccusiaL lakeside & inland 
properties throughout 
New England. 

FREE UZ PAGE BROCHURE 
CALL. 

(0990) 1436S6 <24Hrs> 
Quote Ref. N 280 . 

4MMI 


FLORIDA VILLA 3 bear twin 
stoops 6.8 hid pool 30 mars 
Orlando airport. Ctono to Dancy 
ci« golf cims nearby Private 
owner ndCDmes en guinea Tct 
01702 64045$ 
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Are we nearly 
there? 

Children's Wms 

The London Film Fcstiv;il 
prcvh.n\* Roald Dahls MiUihk 
luday. The film is juy the Lies; 
in a ncii wave nf intelligent, 
childrcn's mtRK's on general 
release. They hux o yixxl 
storylines and high pnnluctu'n 
values, that leave Lissv in the 
shuck-. Watch out for the release 
next month of 1 lolly* ooJ‘s 
Christmas speet ocular « 10! 
Uiilmminns. with Glenn Cliiw as 
a eorccotLxly evil Cnielb Ue Ml. 

Tbo Adcvmures of Pinncchio 

lUV. 

Tills lixe-uelinn version cl Carlo 
CulkxJi’s fairxude has puppeLs 
from Jim 1 lensun's Creature 
shop and the latest pcst-Ti> 

Story diuilal lecluiOHigy. 

Alaska | TO): ChiirlliHi I lesion 
nktys a big jsiiik- poacher in this 
Disney eer*-tliriller kir a sli-Jtl h 
okk r audience. Good teen 
perfcmiaiwes. a cute p>ibr hear 
cuh and breathtaking 
snmvscsipes. 

Dtogonhcatt (1X1): More 
compute r-gencraied special 
e Heels in this tak- til a medieval 
KniiUit (Dennis Quaidt 
travelling the count t> side with 
the world's last dragon. Draco, 
voiced bv- Sean Connerv. 

A Goofy Movie: Mickey's 
gangling side-kick gets a movie 
nil to himself in this lull length 
musical cartoon which sees 
Goofy taking his olTspring to tlie 
Lnuniiy for a spot ot fatlier-von 
bonding. 

James and the Giant Peach I U I: 
Joanna Lumlcy and Miriam 
Margoylesgive splendid cameo- 
as James' spiteful aunts Sponge 
and Spiker in this part-animal ed 
film about an orplian and the 
insects he befriends. 

The Wind in the Willows ( PG): 
Terry Jones' poorly received live 
action version of the Kenneth 
Grahamc classic, with a given- 
faced director as Iliad. 

Roald Dahl's Matilda (PG): 
Danny De \1fo directed and 
stars in this knockalxiul screen 
adaptation of Dahl's book, 
which retains all the rude 
nastiness that children lovv so 
much. 

( 1 30pm. 6.30pm Odcon West 
End. Leicester Square. London 
Wl. today). 
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Yew versus Non-Yew 

In Britain, garden styles are decided by social class, says James Bartholomew 


D ifferent garden styles have 
always interested me far 
more than the horticulture 
itself The style is the first 
thing to be decided upon when tak- 
ing on a garden, or so it seems to me 
- before the cuttings, the rooting 
powder or the compost heap. 

Probably most people do not 
consciously decide on the style of 
their gardens. They do not write in 
their” diaries: ‘‘today, I have 
decided to design my garden in the 
style of Oehme and Sweden, the 
modernist American team’’, or, 
"Dan Pearson, move aside. Today 
I have decided to make mine the 
most jungly garden this side of 
North Africa." A few really keen 
gardeners with time on their hands 
may behave like this, but not the 
majority. 

Most people simply go along 
with a style that reflects their own 
cultural and social backgrounds. 
Italian people plant Italian-style 
gardens. Japanese people plant 
stones. And British people plant ... 
Well, they do not plant British gar- 
dens. sinas there is no such thing 
as one British style. Britain - as 
politicians regularly remark - is still 
divided into different social groups. 

Our class system is reflected, per- 
haps even exaggerated, in (he dif- 
ferent ways in which we garden. This 
is still a country of "two nations", 
each with its own culture and values. 
Some of us take holidays in the Dor- 
dogne. aghast at the thought that 
others of us are in Torremolinos. 
One section of society likes discreet 
hunting pictures. Another prefers 
that prim of a glamorous, dark, ori- 
ental woman that was available at 
Woolworth's for many years. Simi- 
larly each of these groups has a dif- 
ferent gardening style: the U and 
Non-U, or, rather, as I call it, the 
Yew and Non- Yew. 

Both of these styles are con- 
stantly evolving. I have an old book 
called Garden Ornament which 
shows just how dreadful (to mod- 
em taste) most upper-class gardens 
were at the turn of the century. 
They combined Italian formality 
with Victorian beddingnout. 
Although widespread, this style 
was already on the way out. The 
way to the future had been shown 
by William Robinson, Gertrude 
Jekyll and Reginald Blomfield, 
towards the turn of the century. 
The first two argued for the natural 
look: real plants, allowed to grow 
in drifts. The later argued for a 
return to a more formal look, with 
knot gardens and the like. 

The synthesis between their 
opposing views is the basis of mod- 
em upper-class garden style. It is 
exemplified by contemporaiy gurus 



such as Penelope Hobbouse, Rose- 
mary Verey and, indeed, Anna 
Pavord, who normally writes in this 
space. The style is a mixture of for- 
mal layout and informal planting. 
Modern upper-class gardens 
vary, but the classic of the type has 
a formal layout near the house. This 
is kept in scale with the sire of the 
house itself - otherwise it might 
(horror of horrors) be considered 
pretentious. The formal lines are 


often marked by hedges - fre- 
quently yew for the high ones and 
box for the low. Within the borders, 
species plants or old varieties are 
preferred; they are considered more 
“natural". Their names are pre- 
ferred, too. Rasa ‘Comte de Cham- 
bord’ is more welcome than Rosa 
‘Bobby Chariton” or 'Sexy Rexy\ on 
the basis of its name alone. 

In theory, the prejudice against 
modern hybrids is because they 


have ‘lost the unique qualities of 
the original”. In fact, it has more to 
do with the Yew gardener’s taste for 
the past and a determination not to 
be associated with “garish”or 
(worst of all) “suburban” displays. 

The upper-class gardener has a 
certain idea of what he or she 
wants a garden to do. Gertrude 
Jekyll defined it as trying to create 
a picture. This picture is required 
to be restful, harmonious and in 


touch with the natural world. Even 
the furniture must be of natural 
materials. If, incidentally, this gar- 
den happens to reinforce the gar- 
dener’s self-image as a squire or a 
lady of the manor, that is consid- 
ered not unpleasing. 

The other half of the gardening 
world makes completely different 
demands of a garden. Untroubled 
by aristocratic longings, the Non- 
Yew gardener is more practical. He 


- it is more often a he than among 
the upper classes - wastes no time 
in constructing a built-in barbecue 
to go alongside the substantial 
patio (made of pre-cast concrete 
slabs moulded to look like York 
stone - cheaper and less slippery 
than the real thing). On foe patio, 
steel loungers coated with white 
poly-something-or-other provide 
real comfort (unlike the wood and 
stone benches on which foe upper 


classes cannot at at aft if -ft has 
rained in the past week): ^ 

Not befog quite so atta&ted to 
nostalgia, Ncro-Yfew gardeners use 
foe latest, best mosrcofourful 
hybrids devised. What is satire, 
they mix the cofourt togeiher. 
Upper-class gardeners adored pow- 
erful colour m Victorian times, but 
have now lost the stomach for k. 

. Ncm-Ybwgardesimhaye|w^ed^p 
where foe upper dasses left ore 
Wholly immune to colour nausea, 
they fed that colour rs good, there- 
fore foe more of it foe better^. 
Look throogirany edition of the 
weekly Gardening News for a pos- 
itive colour-drenching. 

I wrote along such fores in cre- 
ating what i nope is a mildly 
humorous book about these con-, 
trasts in modern gardening styles 
(including a questionnaire for each 
reader to find his or her place on 
the horticultural scale). I had 
expected objections to the detail. I 
confess that I had not expected cer- 
tain eminent members of foe gar- 
dening establishment to jump up 
and claim that J was writing about 
a phenomenon that did hot exist at 
all “Absolute bunkum,” one was 
reported to have said. Rosemary 
Verey said that the true differences 
in style were, instead, those 
between town and country gar- 
dens (an assertion, perhaps, not 
wholly unconnected with foe fact 
that she has a book out on country 
gardens). Alan Titchmarsh said it 
was all a matter of fashion: snob- 
bery was unknown. 

I will defend my position. I call 
as my witnesses pink pampas grass, 
and multicoloured, oversize, hybrid 
dahlias and chrysanthemums. I ask 
them, “Where do you live? Do you 
come from a smart front garden in 
Kensington? Are you based at Siss- 
inghurst or Hidcote? Are you any- 
where in Rosemary Ve fey’s own 
garden in Gloucestershire, with its 
discreet knot garden and avenue of 
pleached hornbeam?" 

I think not These plants will 
attest that they reside in suburbs, 
towns and villages (fashionable 
and unfashionable) tended by gar- 
deners who. are usually far more 
knowledgeable than their upper- 
class equivalents. The plants will say 
they are well looked after, colour- 
ful and bold. They have no pre- 
tensions, except to looking 
absolutely fantastic. . 

When Rosemary Verey grows 
them I will eat my gumboots. 

Yew and Non-Yew by James 
Bartholomew is published bv Caiturv 
at £9.99. 

Anna Pavord is on hoiidav 


How do you fight slime-trailing pests? 


Scientists are on the trail of more environmentally-friendly ways of killing slugs. Helen Lewis reports 


A n essential gardeners 
weapon is threatened with 
extinction. For years the ded- 
eated gardener has scattered slug 
let s' in blissful ignorance, con- 
cerned only to protect plants 
■gainst slime-trailing pests. How- 
:ver. a voeal chorus of "hazardous 
o wildlife" is causing the slug pel- 
et to come under intense scrutiny. 

It appears that the pellet's active 
ngredients - metaldehyde and 
nethiocarb - arc not broken down 
■fade the slug or snail but remain 
ictive and harmful, not just to 
iomestic pels but also to wildlife 


such as mice, hedgehogs and birds. 
The slug pellet is being accused of 
causing decline in Britain's song 
thrush populations, and may also 
have an impact on mammals and 
birds of prey further up the food 
chain. 

At present there is a so-called 
wildlife-friendly slug pellet avail- 
able, based on aluminium sulphate. 
However, it is easily washed away 
by rain. Not environmentally sound 
and a big minus considering that 
slugs cause most devastation in 
wet conditions at night. Neverthe- 
less, scientists are changing their 


tactics away from chemical pest 
control, and have come up with 
some intriguing solutions. 

Allowing certain weeds to grow 
could protect agricultural crops 
and well-tended gardens alike from 
slug damage. Research at Kingston 
University has shown that slugs eat 
cultivated plants because there is 
generally nothing else on the menu; 
if the pests are offered a diversion 
in the form of a more appetising 
meal, they do less harm. 

It was found in trials with 12 dif- 
ferent weed species that slugs 
showed a preference for dande- 


lions, with groundsel foe most 
unappetising. Tests using wheat 
seedlings found damage was almost 
halved when dandelions were pre- 
sent. compared to wheat only. 

Some plants, though, produce 
their own defence mechanisms 
against slugs. One research team 
found that many species of the car- 
rot family triggered nervous activ- 
ity in slugs, and that the poisonous 
weed hemlock contains a chemical 
that curtails their desire to eat Tests 
are now being carried out on a syn- 
thetic form of that chemical extract, 
applied as a spray on various crops. 


In foe meantime, rather than 
showering foe vegetable patch ad 
lib, try to catch a few slugs to test 
if enough are present to justify 
using pellets. The University of 
Newcastle, in conjunction with the 
pharmaceutical giant Rhone Fon- 
iene, has carried out experiments to 
find the best slug trap. 

They tried ceramic tiles, plastic 
saucers, carpet, black plastic sheet, 
hardboard, dustbin lids, brides, egg 
trays and linoleum. Easily obtained 
bails were used, such as wheat, 
potatoes, bran, layers' mash, cab- 
bage, beer, and cat food. 


The winning combination was a 
hardboard square baited with the 
hen food, layers’ mash. This made 
an ideal way to determine whether 
enough pests were present- to jus- 
tify pellets being applied. 

Perhaps the most revolutionary 
technique is to water foe garden 
with a solution, containing a tiny 
parasite. Discovered by Long Ash- 
ton Research Station, foe nema- 
tode parasite preys exclusively on 
molluscs and poses no threat to 
other wildlife. It is kflled at temp- 
eratures above 25 C, therefore will 
not survive if accidentally eaten by 


a warm-blooded predator. One 
application lasts a season; foe par- 
asite dies out during cold weather. 

For gardens, high-value horti- 
cultural crops, and organic farmers 
forbidden by Soil Association ethics 
to use cherincal methods of control, 
this is an effective technique. How- 
ever, it is too costly for general agri- 
cultural use. 

Lastly, a tried and tested method 
of dug control that costs nothing: 
Place one boot, very heavily, 
straight down on to the pest and 
twist hard. Leave for the count of 
10 seconds and remove. 
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Beautiful TrellK Arches m enhance vour garden. 

E*\ to assemble, the arches are fully adjustable in 
height and width. Craftsman built with solid wood 
posts which ate strong enough to hang a gam. 

For Rapid Summer Compostinc 

Slatted Hot Box 
Size .8m ! 

Ail our limber is 
pressure treated for 
king life. 

To place yarn- order or for more ntfonaatfoa contact: 
Country Cr-sft marketing up 
The Willow Barn. Redbush, Bardon Mill. 
NofTTHWiBERLAND NE47 7EA. 

Tel: <011341 344453. Fax: <01434) 344445. 




To advertise in this section please call the 

Gardening Team on 0171 293 2344. 




The alternative gardener 

Louise Levene has subversive advice for lazy autumn days 

A! 


ccoiding to foe garden- 
ing yearbooks, you 
should be able to pull 
back foe dining room curtains 
this morning and gaze upon 
bright orange rosehips, cop- 
pery foliage, autumn crocuses 
and golden spears of dog- 
wood. But if your garden is. 
anything like mine the swish of 
chintz reveals a wasteland of 
yellow host as knee-deep in 
decomposing leaves. Time to 
get weaving; 

Gardening books usually 
say that: “fallen leaves should 
be raked up within a few days”. 
This was all very well when 
there was a garden boy perm- 
anently on hand with a sprung 
rake and a wheelbarrow; you 
would do better to wait until 
(he trees have finished shed- 
ding. Meanwhfle, just keep on 
top of the areas that really 


need clearing, such as drains 
and ponds. To transform 
leaves into nourishing leaf 
mould, shove them into bin- 
liners with a few boles poked 
into the sides and leave to mar- 
inate for 12 months.. Gear 
basement area/front garden 
of crisp packets, condoms and 
spent fireworks. Throw foot- 
balls over walls randomly, in 
the hope that they will find 
their way to foe right address. 

'’Plant bare-rooted roses if 
the ground is not too wet," say 
the books. In practice, this 
may mean leaving the roses in 
the garage until they have 
died. Resist foe temptation to 
cut back existing roses in 
colder areas, however awful 
they look; they could put on 
new growth during fl mild spell 
then get caught by the frost In 
fact, once you have cut back 


the buddleia and lavatera and 
knocked young trees into 
shape, get someone to hide 
your secateurs or you will be 
unable to resist over-tidying 
the garden, cutting off per- 
fectly nice dead flowers and 
generally giving foe place a 
cheap haircut Relax. 

“If a plant is out of place 
now is foe rime to shift it", is 
the yearbook advice. Keep 
plenty of soil attached to foe 
roots, dig a big hole and water 
in well. Then wonder if it 
looked better where it was. 

Plant .tulips. Then more 
tulips. Dose liberally with Ben- 
late before planting, to combat 
disease, and place each bulb 
on a handful of grit to guar- 
antee decent drainage. Try to 
plant them behind a deciduous 
perennial that will later shoot 
up to screen dying foliage. 


This may well nev 
but at least you will 
Now is foe mom 
foe bracken plant 
by the privy. Be pi 
a fight as you unta 
zomes from foe rt 
sycamore sapling 
meaning to do 
about. Bracken no' 
area the size of Yoi 
also carcinogenic: c 
Wet leaves anc 
deners make this □ 
able time of year ft 
snails. Less so for a 
ing for lupin and di 
summer. You couli 
famous gardener si 
give dinner party gt 
tic carrier and tC“* 
ar-'~*- • -■ 
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One of the most picturesque stretches of the Northumbrian coast is that between the two fishing villages of Beadneil and Craster 


PHOTOGRAPH: NEWSTEAM/MDCE SCOTT 


A sheep on the beach 

Matthew Brace walks the Northumbrian coast, from Beadneil to Craster 


N orthumbria has 65 miles 
of coastline, from the 
Scottish border at 
Berwick-upon-Tweed to Blyth. 
Almost this entire length of 
coast has been classed as an 
Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. One of the most pic- 
turesque stretches is that 
between the two fishing villages 
of Beadneil and Craster. 

Leave your car in Craster to 
tumble into when you finish 
war walk, and let Northumbria 
Buses take you from the bus 
stop opposite the cottages by the 
pretty horseshoe harbour, up to 
Beadneil. 

The 2ft-minutc ride follows 
the road just inland, and gives 
you a glimpse of what to expect 
on the walk: u shimmering sea, 
wild winds and a xast sky. 

Beadneil. with its west-facing 
harbour - caused by a rock spit 
curling around the headland - 
was once a thriving fishing 
village but has now lost almost 
all its trade. The last Beadneil 
fisherman. John Dixon, plans to 
retire this year. 

Setting out an foot from the 
bus stop, fulloiv the main road 
south through the village, along 
the sea wall, where even on a 
relatively calm day the waves 
can pound so hard they throw- 
spray on to the road. The road 
bears right through a small 
estate of new houses and leads 
to a caravan park by the dunes. 

Here you Have three options: 
either to climb the dunes and 
walk along their ridge, which 
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•From Beadneil walk south 
towards caravan park through 
new housing estate. Go 
through caravan park and 
either veer left for the dunes 
or straight on through the bird 
sanctuary (following a fence 
for part of the way). 

• If you take the beach, cm 
reaching the stream that 
crosses the sands, turn inland 
200 yards to footbridge. The 
sanctuary route leads you 
directly to the bridge. 

•Cross the bridge and head 
across Newton Links dunes 
path to car park, then take 
the road to High Newton-by- 
the-Sea. 

•At village green, turn left 
and follow road for about a 
mile to Low Newton-by-the- 
Sea and rejoin the beach. 

• Follow shoreline for one- 
and-a-half miles, watch. 

•Where the sand gives way 
to slippery black rocks, head 
up through a gully in the 
dunes to the National Trust 
coastal path and turn left. 

• Billow the path to 
Dunstanburgh. skirting round 
the base of the castle's rock 
pedestal and entering from 
the south side. 

• From Dunstanburgh head 
south along the coast path to 
Craster. and welcome kippers. 

Total distance: about S miles 


affords fantastic views of the walk along the brilliant white brian beaches, it is likely to be 
sweep of Beadneil Bay. or to beach itself (like most Northum- deserted save for you and the 


birds), or to leave the bracing 
sea blasts for later and stroll 
through the bird sanctuary 
behind the dunes. It is worth 
carrying an Ordnance Survey 
map in your rucksack, for the 
paths are not signposted here. 
All three routes bring you to a 
wooden bridge across Brunton 
Bum as it empties into the Bay 
at a narrow estuary called Long 
Nanny, half-way along the 
beach’s crescent. 

From the southern end of the 
bridge* follow a signposted path 
across Newton Links, a stretch 
of National Trust coastline, lis- 
tening for the mournful cries of 
oystercatchers. 

To knock some sand out of 
your shoes, on reaching the car 
park by Newton Links House 
take the road inland a little, to 
High Newton-by-the-Sea and 
then Low Newton-by-the-Sea, 
where you can rejoin the beach. 

At low tide along this beach 
- Embleton Bay -you may well 
meet a local shepherd herding 
his sheep in a neat, tight flock 
along the beach, their hooves 
leaving a wake of churned sand 
behind them. 

From the rocks known as 
Jenny Bells Carr, the daunting 
silhouetted ruins of Dunstan- 
burgh Castle loom on the hori- 
zon. Dunstanburgh was built by 
Thomas. Earl of Lancaster, in 
1313. After his execution for 
treason in 1322. it became a 
stronghold for English kings 
against the Scots. During the 
Wars of the Roses, it was a Lan- 


castrian base, until the Yorkists 
captured it in 1461 

Enough remains of Dunstan- 
burgh to make it worth stopping 
for a look, even if this is just an 
excuse to get out tbe tea flask 
and admire the view from the 
castle walls. 

From there to Craster, the 
path hugs the stony coast, a flat 
stretch popular on weekends 
with strollers from the village 
out for an afternoon blow along 
theses. 

Close by Craster’s harbour is 
an oak-smoked kipper plant, 
now in its 90th year. This marks 
journey’s end. Conveniently sit- 
uated across the road is The 
Jolly Fisherman, a friendly pub 
with arguably the best views of 
any bar in the country. 

From the lounge bar you can 
gaze back along the wild sweep 
of coast you have just walked, or 
south to the rock of Long- 
houghton Steel Gulls the size of 
small eagles wheel above the 
waves, and the rocks are cov- 
ered with black cormorants dry- 
ing their wings in the sun. 

The landlord, BDly Silk, deliv- 
ers to the table a pint of Thome 
bitter, a bowl of crab soup (laced 
with cream and whisky) and a 
plate of kipper pate', and every- 
thing seems right in the world. 

Craster is signposted from the 
B1340 and B1339, off the Al. 
Northumbria Buses will take you 
to Beadneil (about £3 one way). 
Timetables from tourist office 
(0191-3753000). 


The day of 
the tree 


Richard D North reports 

T he new contender for the role of the 

standard-bearer of British conservation is 
the ancient tree. Tell it not in Japan, where 
they are revered, and you see sprawling, creaking 
old things, wired and propped up, like elderly 
people with artificial hips and Zimmer frames. It 
is the careless Brits who, with less fuss, do 
ancient trees the best. But they could try harder. 

On Monday, English Nature and other tree 
custodians launch the Veteran Tree Project in 
Windsor Great Park. Says Ted Green, a forester 
and a consultant to the park’s geriatric oaks: 
“We've gpt 80 per cent of the old trees left in 
Europe.” His next point explains our need to 
make a fuss. “The Germans have just published a 
book of their top 100 old trees. We haven’t. Yet 
in parts of Britain you can see several hundred in 
a few hundred acres." 

Old trees are a part of our histoiy. Medieval 
cathedrals and our Navy gobbled up prodigious 
numbers. The daughters, sisters even, of the 
beams of Lincoln Cathedral are still growing in 
Sherwood Forest. Windsor has trees planted in 
the 16th century, and they are striplings 
compared with the old fellows which remain, 
which may have been saplings when their parents 
were cleared to make way for grazing. 

Many of our oldest trees are with us because 
they have been worked hard all their lives. They 
are now suffering from idleness. Massive trunks, 
cropped for brushwood, have grown and grown, 
but the top-hamper was kept until quite recently 
within supportable bounds. Their survival may 
depend on brutal pruning. 

Indeed, wherever you see a tree standing 
alone and sentinel - say, in a great park -you 
are almost certainly looking at an artificial beast. 
In natural woodland there are few really old 
trees: fire, storms and competition for light keep 
the forest young. Only being huddled together 
with its fellows makes a forest tree tall and 
straight. Lone trees are socially dysfunctional. 

If a parkland tree is gnarled and short, it will 
have been cropped most of its life. If it is tall, it 
will have been pruned to produce a long trunk. 

These thoughts rather prompt one to support 
the Duke of Edinburgh's line a couple of years 
ago. To howls of rage from the conservationists, 
he insisted that it was right to knock down an 
avenue of old oaks in Windsor Great Park. There 
were, after all, thousands of older, grander trees 
in the park; he wanted to lay down an avenue 
which would stand for several hundred years. 
And there's no semi-formal landscape without 
the clatter of the aristocrat and his chain-saw - 
Capability Brown and Repton knew that. Mr 
Green stresses that whatever people say about 
the Duke and the Great Park, Windsor is the 
trail-blazer in the matter of caring for old trees. 

Charles Wnkins. one of our best historians of 
nature, notes that onr affection for old trees is 
prone to fashion. “It was Druidical mythology, 
then the phoney-medievalism of Rohm Hood; 
now ifs bugs,” he says: creatures such as the 
violet dick beetle. The invertebrates that like 
rotting wood have a hard time in the rest of 
Europe, where aristocrats did not make (or get 
to keep) big parity and tidy-raindedness (and 
war-torn peasantries) swept away old woodland 
trees. Britain is a bastion for insect life that has 
survived in a tradition of decaying heartwood 
running back to the islands' pre-history. The way 
to safeguard their future is to cherish our 
geriatric trees, whilst leaving as much dead wood 
around the countryside as possible. 

For a free leaflet on the Veteran Trees Initiative 
write to Engfish Nature, Northniinster House, 
Peterborough PEI 1UA. See ancient trees in 
Windsor Great Park, Epping Forest (CL. Essex): 
Burnham Beeches (CL Slaugii); Ashtead 
Common (CL Surrey): Sherwood Forest (Visitor 
Centre, Edwinstowe, Notts : 01623 823202): 
Clumber Park l NT, Notts): Hatfield Forest (NT. 
Essex): Croft Castle (NT, Herefordshire): Calke 
Abbey (NT, Derbyshire): Attingham Park (NT, Nr 
Shmrsbury); Brockhampton Park (NT, 
Herefordshire): Duncombe Pirk (N Yorks). 
m NT: National Trust Call your regional office. 

*CL ■ Corporation of London (01753 647353). 
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Duff Hart-Davis 

One must at 
all times resist 
the temptation 
to pick up 
individual 
leaves. That 
way madness 
lies 


L eaves! At this time of 
the year they drive 
me crazy. From a 
{ distance, the autumn 
colour massed round the 
sides of our valley looks 
magnificent; but at close 
quarters its individual 
components carpet the 
lawn and choke the gutters 
with such persistence, 
week after week, that they 
become a menace to 
health and temper. 


Leases that land on our 
grass or in the yard make 
the place look like a tip. 
TTio.se w hich settle on 
stone steps - being what 
British Rail no doubt 
would call the wrong son 
- could easily break your 
leg by causing you to slip 
and fall. Similarly, the 
deposits in the one-in-four 
lane - already black and 
slimy - are treachery 
personified, since they 
turn any car which tries to 
brake into a toboggan. 

In recent weeks I have 
read many an earnest 
dissertation by gardening 
experts on the richness of 
leaf compost, and the 
need to make the most of 
the autumnal fall-out. 
Great! But has anyone 
measured the sheer 
tedium of collecting it up? 

There are. 1 know, 
machines which will do (he 
job. But usually I find 
myself driven back on that 
most primitive of 
implements, the rake. Last 
year nn* wife invested in n 
couple of excellent rakes - 
good and wide, with 
springy plastic teeth - and 
I'd not deny that a certain 
satisfaction derives from 
seeing green sward emerge 
as the scatter of red, 
brown and yellow is 
scratched back. 

Yet soon irritation rises 


at the very slowness of the 
operation, and at the way 
fresh droppers 
immediately start dotting 
the expanse so laboriously 
swept dean. Another 
savage provocation is the 
knack which some leaves 
have of landing with their 
stalks in the cracks 
between paving stones so 
that only a direct pull with 
finger and thumb will 
dislodge them. 

When it comes to 
clearing. I am a 
perfectionist: as with 
mowring grass or weeding 
vegetables, unless I do the 
job thoroughly, I sue no 
point in doing it at all. 

The instant ruination of 
one’s efforts is therefore 
doubly vexatious. Yet one 
must at all costs resist the 
temptation to go back over 
the ground, picking up 
individual leaves. That way 
madness lies: the next 
thing you know, you will 
be trying to count the 
leaves left on the tree, or 
to estimate how many 
hundred thousand have 
fallen already. You are 
only one step away from 
Nebuchadnezzar, on all 
fours and eating grass. 

Every year it seems to 
me that the trees close to 
our house have entered 
into a silent conspiracy to 
divest themselves at 


different times. The first 
and worst creator of havoc 
is a poplar, whose leaves 
arc large and bright 
yellow. Close behind it. in 
terms of time and the 
power ro annoy, come 
three ornamental cherries, 
strategically deployed to 
create maximum scatter. 
Compared with these, the 
mulberry is an only minor 
menace, as is the weeping 
birch. The fig tree, on the 
other hand, is in a league 
of its own for sheer 
volume, its discards being 
the size of dinner plates. 

The simplest way of 
dealing with the problem 
would be to take no action 
until all the trees were 
bare - but by then deep 
drifts would have formed, 
killing the grass and plants 
undemvatfi them, and in 
any case, visitors arriving 
during the past few weeks 
would have found the 
place in a mess. 

There is always a chance 
that the wind will help. An 
easterly gale would blast 
the remaining leaves 
harmlessly away over our 
own fields. Unfortunately, 
the prevailing wind is west 
and. no matter bow it rises 
and falls, drifts always end 
up in the same few 
favourite places. 

Keep at it* then. As 1 
rake, my mind often turns 


for solace to four of the 
most memorable lines in 
the Iliad. “As with the 
generations of leaves, so 
with those of men.” wrote 
Homer. “[In autumn] the 
wind showers leaves to the 
ground, but when the 
season of spring has come, 
the burgeoning wood puts 
others forth. So also with 
men: one generation 
flourishes, and another 
withers away." 

The words are spoken 
by the Lycian leader 
Glaucus as he challenges 
the Greek hero Diomedes 
to single combat in the 
gap between the armies 

battling for Troy. The 
simplicity of the original, 
which can hardly be 
rendered in English, 
makes the passage 
intensely moving. 
Thinking about it keeps 
me going for a while: is it 
not extraordinary that 
anyone could have 
expressed so poignant an 
idea, with such precision, 
in hexameter verse at 
least 800 years before 
Christ? But then I see a 
sudden swirl of wind ruin 
my latest handiwork, and 
T lay a bet with myself 
that Homer, who is 
reputed to have been 
blind in old age, never 
had to spend hours 
wielding a rake. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

2 Miniature 
Standard Hollies 

for only £21.95 — inc. p&p 

Hollies with their beautiful leaves are among the 
most ornamental of shrubs. They are ideal For 
growing in containers on a patio or sheltered 
balcony and will thrive in sun or partial shade. 

The shrubs have 40cm tan stems with a “bair c 
colourful foliage on top. To keep shrubs dwarf an 
to maintain shape, prune between April an 
August. You can grow them in containers at leas 
25cm wide or plant them in good soil in the bordei 
The two varieties are “Blue Anger with gloss 
green leaves In summer which take on a bfuisl 
purple cotour with the approach of colder weathe 
and winter. The main stem also has a distinct! 
bluish winter tinge. “Alaska” has glossy, spirr 
leaves and white edges. Both varieties are sell 

pollinating and will produce a good _ 

crop of rid bernes in winter from the Please send me Coflectkm{s) Holly <d £ 21.95 each 

late summer (lowers. One Of each (enclose my cteque/PO (address an back) made payable to 
variety supplied. Newspaper Pt*fcWnglND671. or ^ my A<xass/ ' 

Vtoa/Mastereart account with the sum of £ . 

My cant number & 

How to order Ea X I. EE i ! n I H ! 7 I i i n 

^ Spalding (01775) 762345 tor Pfea&e use BLOCK CAPITALS. Expiry date; 

enquiries and 24 hour credri card »bma^M(MiWMtasMs) 

order service OH Him coupon Afta** " 

quoting your AceessAfisa/ Mastercard 

number or send wtih crossed cheque/ ■ — 

PO. NO CASH please, to: Poatxxfe 

THE INDEPENDENT 'HOLLY TREF Sgrwam 

OFFER P.0. BOX 50, SPALDING. Ontara to THE WDEPBCeW-HOurTBEF OFFER 

LINCOLNSHIRE. PE11 3SX TO 

Wti deSverto addresses to the U.K. only, y i~ 

Offer subject to avartabUy. » « L 

Pfease ate* M-Z1 days for delivery. — — : _| 


Orders to: THE WDEPBCENT ■HOU.rTBEE' OFFER 
TO BOX », SPALDING. LINCOLNSHIRE, PE11 3SX. 

R«9 In England 1908967 Nawjopm Pufalsftng ffc. 
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The pain of 
uprooting 

Rosalind Russell concludes her 
series on moving house 


A s one of life's enriching 

experiences, moving house is 
as desirable as an attack of 
mumps. It can, according to 
psychologists, take up to three years 
to gel over the trauma. And - 
despite having made the decision to 
sell - some people almost have to 
have their fingers prized off rhe 
door frame before they’ll let go. 

Max Robinson, the voice of radio 
tennis until his retirement, had a 
powerful attachment to his old 
home in 'Wandsworth, London, for 
which he’d asked John D Wood to 
find a buyer. A stipulation of the 
sale was that he be allowed to come 
back to the house for two weeks 
every year - during Wimbledon 
fortnight - during which time the 
new owner would be required to 
make himself scarce. 

“This put off several potential 
buyers, including the late Alan 
Lerner, the My Fair Lady producer, 
who could not tolerate this.’' recalls 
estate agent Andy Buchanan. Finally 
a buyer agreed to the arrangement. 
Max Robertson did come back the 
following summer for bis fortnight, 
but, it’s thought, decided against 
exercising his rights again. 

On the Social Readjustments 
Scale of 0-100, moving house comes 
in at number 20. It sounds 
surprisingly low, given the number 
of things that can go horribly wrong 
. “It depends on the people” says 
psychologist Dr Tony Munton. “For 
some it's brilliant, but it depends on 
circumstances. Recent figures 
•suggest one in three of people 
surveyed expect to move house in 
the next five years. In our research 
into job relocation - people moving 
at the behest of their company - we 
followed a sample of 200 
employees. Fifty per cent find 
moving house quite difficult and 
these feelings can persist for a year, 
sometimes two to three years, 
depending on the family.” 

The people who find moving 
emotionally more difficult are, says 
Dr Munton, those who have lots of 
friends and active social circle. It is 
easier for self-contained families 
whose friends are not that dose so 
they maintain contact by phone or 
letter. 

"As a species we like being in 
circumstances we can control or 
predict - which explains the 
popularity of package holidays. 


Being taken away from familiar 
surroundings is difficult because the 
borne is the most stable thing in our 
lives. People find it stressful. We 
asked those in the survey if there 
was a single event during the move 
that helped, and if so, what was it 
Almost all said it was the moment 
the furniture van arrived with ail 
their stuff. Then it felt like home.” 

A move resulting in a change of 
culture can be even trickier. One 
couple in the survey moved from a 
village in Wales to a city in the 
north of England but had to go 
back because they couldn't cope 
with it They knew everyone in the 
village. It can work the other way. 
People who head for the hills 
expecting an escape from car radio 
thieves, school gate drug dealers 
and burglars can be horribly 
disappointed. 

Research shows younger children 
tend to adapt much better and 
faster than older brothers and 
sisters. 

“It is more common for those 
from 10 or 11 upwards to have 
problems. 

Adolescence exaggerates the 
nature of peer groups and 
friendships. When asked where 
they put their parents in a list of 
people dose to them, most 
teenagers put them at four or five. 
Friends take the top three 
positions. Circles are very close 
knit; it's difficult to make new 
friends or break into a clique. It is a 
particularly sticky time for 
teenagers. Young mothers find it 
not so bad because they make 
friends through their childien at 
day nurseries.” 

It can be a ghastly mistake to 
return to old haunts to see what the 
new owners have done to the 
house. Author Rosie Thomas 
remembers all too clearly the 
embarrassment of spotting the 
couple who sold her their north 
London home peering over the 
hedge some months later. They 
had, they told the nanny who was 
sent to answer the door, come to 
hand over the barbecue spit for the 
oven which they had packed and 
removed by mistake. But Ms 
Thomas obviously didn’t need it... 
the rest of the oven had been 
ripped out and replaced, and was 
awaiting collection by the rubbish 
van, in the front garden. 



For trie Lanes, finding the right buyer for their family home near Tewkesbury is more important than the price photograph: John Lawrence 


More than bricks and mortar 


Do you care who buys your home? Penny Jackson reports 

I t may come as a surprise to anyone those memories. I am not sure how we will shown out with the words: “You know clear. They scraped everything together 
desperately scraping finances feel. We are taking all the furniture that what the agents want for the house, to make an improved offer. They couldn i 
together for a final offer, but there has been passed down through the gener- donUt you? Ridiculous isn’t it. See what match the first offer but my client sold to 
are people who care more about who ations, but it will be difficult It took us five you can do." them even though she lost the best part 

buys their house than how much they can to years to decide to move out” A hard They duly put in an offer of £30,000 of £15,000,” says Mr Beor-Rnberts. 
get for it. Offers in excess of, Dutch auc- decision but one made on a sound business less which she accepted. She even stuck ‘Another client rang me to discuss the 
tions, sealed bids, forget all that, what • basis. Roger Lane wishes to diversify and with the present owners through a col- sale of her house, for which 12 people 
these vendors want is peace of mind. They enlarge the farm so that his son can take lapsed sale of their house and a process wanted to bid. She just wanted to talk 
want to know that their- home is safe in on the farming mantle if not the family which could have been- completed dRjbtohe people and ran down the list, 
new hands. Not surprisingly, estate agents home. He expects to lose £20,000 this year within a month took six. “Eight Tots of Mr and Mrs so-and-so, don’t like them, 
urge clients not to get emotionally through falling beef prices: the sale of the people wanted the house, some of couldn’t stand him and so on. In fact she 
involved with a sale. But in more cases house (£325,000 through Strutt & Parker) them with cash. I turned them down wanted to become friends with the new 
than they might wish, this advice falls on is necessary for his plans. because I didn’t like them,” says Miss owners.” Not unimportant for another 

deaf ears. Likes and dislikes are quite out “I still feel great sentimental-attach- Walker. “The bouse had been in the woman who wished to be able to visit av 
of their control, however irritating, espe- meat to it. For instance it has a . lot of family since 1933. It would have been the garden where her husband's ashes 
dally when they know a price could have lovely old beams and if anyone started terrible to see it divided np and turned were scattered. ^ 

gone higher. But those people who reluc- to change the character of it I would be into a boarding house as one couple No wonder, then, that estate agents are 
tantly sell a family house and stay close upset. If it comes down to the nitty gritty wanted. Its spirit would have been so keen to impress on buyers the impor- 
by know they will be painfully aware of of the last few thousand pounds I will be destroyed.” tance of getting on with the vendor. Nor 

any drastic changes. looking at the people rather than the The size of her financial sacrifice is is it always just a matter of the owner's 

Few know the dilemma better than money. They matter a great deal to us,” rare, but the principle is not. Atty Beor- preferences, some are generous enough 
Roger Lane. A Gloucestershire farmer admits Mr Lane. Roberts of Knight Frank's Cirencester to consider the neighbours. Robin 

from a village near Tewkesbury, he is sell- Sentimentality can breed stubborn- office was recently selling a £750,000 Thomas of Strutt & Parker’s Exeter office 

ing a house that has been in his family for ness. When Gold Walker came to sell her house for a client who very much wanted was asked to sell a house to a family who 
three hundred years, and is the ninth gen- large family bouse in South London it to go to a family. There were two bid- would send their children to the local 
eration to farm the land around Chace- before the property market collapsed ders, one a local family, the other a school. Another diem rejected an offer 
ley Hall. He and his wife Rose and two she knew exactly who she wanted to buy woman on her own from London. “When of £2,000 more because the bidder had 
children will move into a house they are it, and she wasn’t going to be bullied by the local family came round, my client got seven dogs. “She couldn't bear the 
building on the land. an agent. When she finally found the on veiy well with the wife. She wanted thought of her neighbours being kept 

**I grew up here and you can’t block out right couple, they were surprised to be them to have the house and made this awake all night,” he said. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


property • residential 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Mortgages 



MORTGAGE 

PROBLEMS? 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS OBTAINING 
A MORTGAGE OR RE-MORTGAGE 
APPLICATION REFUSED BECAUSE OF: 

CURRENT OR PAST ADVERSE CREDIT 
PROBLEMS OR COURT ORDERS 

MORTGAGE/KENT ARREARS 
UNABLE TO PROVE INCOME 

Talk to us we have facilities available if 
you have or are experiencing problems. 
No fees and immediate offers available. 
Written quotations on request. 
Broker enquiries welcome. 
FREEPHONE 

0800 371442 

Cotswold Finance Consultants 

Freepost Northampton NN4 6BR 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP 
REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOANS 
SECURED ON XT- 
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SELECT HOMES FOR 
THE OVER FIFTIES 
LONDON NW5 

Designed with retirement in mind 



• 2 bed Flats, many with study, from £82,500 

• Z bed Houses from £149/500 
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Truing Cottage 
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Don’t miss the 
\ Independent on \ 
Sunday 
1st December 
for our special 
feature on 

London 

Residential 

Properties 

within our 
unique colour 
Property Gallery 
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RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 
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THIS NEWSPAPER AND YOU 


If you have a complaint about an item in this 
newspaper which concerns inaccuracy, intrusion, . 
harassment or discrimination, 
write W the editor about it. 

If you're stDI dissatisfied you can write to the 
Press Complaints Commission, 
an independent organisation established to uphold 
an editorial Code of Practice for the Press. 

THB NEWSPAPER ABIDES BY THE PCCs DECISIONS 




1 SALISBURY SQUARE LONDON EC4Y 8AE 
Telephone 0t71 353 1248 Facsimile 0171 353 8355 
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FRENCH PROPERTY 
-t*' EXHIBITION ^ 
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I amt M5 at Junction 25 *nil follow signs for Raceco u r s e 
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New Homes 



Obit pat hose on one of Brita’s many peaceful residential peritt 
stated thitxgiotit the UK. 




the stipe, ffedr 


fm 


■tt derided rtwbj. 
fisn At hKr ibr a ihr 


mi 


JtaOmAJOimn 

[ eposes &Esnf>r> 

br$aturfunrcfpft 


FwlWretoteWtto/ 
feM.d«fe«iaRdMr 
e> (he U0S8 nods*. 

stOertnfetiMW 

tdae. 

O — fcira amfr ti 
bSMskee^KtaidK 
WerOav httmtind 
BmCemliHn 
ta 



\ 





























& wor/d*b7i^ 


IMITI. 

•' 1 1. !■“»». Li! 
It' 

K* ti.v-»ri is 
m* vA^vin , 

• M ^ * M** 

i-* . 


•' V ** 

.vAir.-w^: 


SwamaS : 

ST-’"' -. rf'r'-a 

DILWIhT S I 

- 

>71 482 '0414' sL 


City dwellers prefer 
apartments to houses, 
says Stella Bingham 


"Apartments are singly horizontal houses" say the developers of Symphony Court in Birmingham 


G ive up the draining daily commute 
to work. Abandon the search for 
the elusive parking space. Forget 
about the breathalyser when out 
-oh the town. The cure for stress is dty cen- 
tre living, where shops, restaurants and 
jobs are all a short stroll away from home. 

The number of households in England 
is expected to rise by 4.4 million by 2016 
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\tent of these new homes to be on urban 
land. The move is already well underway. 
Inner-city former industrial sites and 
rubbish-clogged canal-rides have been 
transformed into places where people 
work, rest and play. Cities such as New- 
castle and Leeds no longer die after dark. 

For most people, an urban home means 
an apartment, but the house-builder Bar- 
rett has identified a demand for trad- 
itional, two-storey houses in inner Lon- 
don. Barratt’s three townhouse 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


developments in Limehouse, Poplar and 
Bermondsey have all been snapped up. 

Barra tt East London chairman, David 
Pretty, says that: “Even in areas where 
commerce and the City are the focus of 
working lives and flat dwelling is the 
norm, there axe still people who feel that 
the ideal property is their own bouse with 
their own front door and a private garden.” 

Chris Shaw and Laure Thebault, who 
both work for an insurance broking firm 
in Aldgate, paid £84,000 for a two-bed- 
room townhouse in St James's Walk, 
beside Canary Wharf. “The thing that im- 
pressed me most about the house was the 
fact that it had a garden,” says Chris. U 1 
bad been wanting one for some time. 
There aren't many properties so dose to . 
the City which have gardens. 

"Also, there was a problem parking with 
my old fiat. Now I have my own parking 
space.” 


But fiats are still first choice for most 
city-dwellers. Steve Sayers, of Beazer 
Homes’ Edinburgh region, reports that: 
“Buyers come from aU walks of life - from 
young professionals who do not have time 
to spend in the garden, through to cou- 
ples approaching retirement who are 
looking for a home they can leave in the 
knowledge that security will not be a 
major issue.” Beazer is bunching two new 
developments of one- and two-bedroom 
fiats in Edinburgh. Prices start at £39,995. 

When Dr Keith Sansom, 52, chairman 
and chief executive of the BIP Group, and 
his wife Jennifer, 50, needed a Birmingham 
base to add to their homes in London and 
Sydney they chose a two-bedroom flat in 
Symphony Court, a smart waterside devel- 
opment in the city centre. 

“Wfe wanted something safe, secure, 
lockable but with all the advantages of the 
dty” says Jennifer, who works and studies 


in London during the week “We chose a 
flat with a terrace, for the sun and its aspect. 
We did not buy a townhouse because we 
wanted to keep to a budget and we felt a 
flat could give us what we wanted. 

“It totally fulfils our needs. It’s an 
upmarket crash pad for my husband in the 
week, and I can come and go as 1 want. 
I enjoy the buzz of living in a dty and 
there are concerts and theatres nearby.” 

Per square foot, the three-storey town- 
houses and the flats cost about the same, 
says Keith Pepperdine of Symphony 
Court’s developers. Crosby Homes. 
“Apartments are simply horizontal houses. 
But the houses are larger because of stair- 
wells and so on, so they cost more. With 
townhouses you have the advantage of 
your own front door, no shared hallway 
and a garden, but many people feel apart- 
ments offer a greater degree of security ” 
Prices for remaining properties start at 


£89,950 for a two-bedroom flat. 

“We see a lor of people who five in Lon- 
don when they arc single, move out when 
they have a family and move back in when 
they are 55-plus,” says Mike Dobncr, sales 
and marketing manager of Fairdough 
Homes. “And they are generally looking 
for a flat with two bedrooms, two bath- 
rooms, a nice outlook, off-street parking 
and access to the Tube. There is the lock- 
up-and-leave factor. In a house, people 
tend to know you are not there.” 

Mike Dobner agrees that it costs 
roughly the same to build townhouses as 
flats. Richard Wood- Penn, joint manag- 
ing director of FairBriar disagrees. “It is 
almost invariably more expensive to build 
flats because once you go over three 
storeys you have lifts and a higher level 
of servidng. They are more expensive 
structurally, and you have a greater den- 
sity of bathrooms and kitchens.” 


Photograph: News team 

Nonetheless, RiirBrior's three London 
developments in Limehouse. Chelsea and 
Westminster are all apartments. “We urv 
largely driven by planning constraints. Tliesc 
arc areas where tall buildings are ;ievep table 
and we are following the style. And there is 
more demand for flats from urivin dwellers. " 
Prices at Dunbar Wharf. Limehc nim\ range 
from £55,000 fora one-bedroom apartment 
to £575.000 for the penthouse. 

Tim Truman of Charles Church also 
believes that up-markd apartments can 
be more expensive to build than town- 
houses of similar quality. "If you have 
gated entrances, lifts and underground 
parking you are going to pay a premium. 
These are the sort of properties that 
appeal to wealthy singles and divorced 
people and overseas buyers.” 

Whatever the price, it seems that foi 
city slickers, flats win hands down over 
townhouses. 
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-• DOCK , 
SERVICES LTD. ’ 



West London’s Premier 
Riverside Residential Estate. 



On a superb Thames riverside site opposite Royal Botanical 
Gardens, Kew. The Dock is an exciting scheme, incorporating a 
marina based on Brunei's Great Western Dock Yard. Developed 
in 1978 we now offer for resale a range of properties on behalf of 
existing ownen. 

* Over 21 acre rite with landscape gardenshiver walks. 

* Easy reach of Central London M4/M25, Heathrow. 

* Many properties with south facing balconies, river, marina or 
park land views. 

* Freehold Management Company, owned by residents full on 
site service 

PRICE GUIDE 

Oat bedroom apartments £55,000465,000 
Two bed ro om apartments £70,000-£105,000 
Three bedroom apartments £S4,000-£125,000 
On the book of tie River Thames mtb saperb dews into KewfSyon 
Pork. 

Three bedroom Maisonette. Direct riser views £162,590 
4 Bedroom pita study with large terrace £200,000 

For raBQstef details contact Mark Keen er David Procter 

Brentford Dock, 2 Justin Close, Brentford. Middlesex 

TeL- 0181 568 5096 
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PINNER HILL. MIDSX 

Ekjam J hcA.nxn. j rctrpkm mm hue*. 
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Summon Office Dili 954 6111 


RADLETT 

A ilruAnl OtaMfia pti'l'.ni m ain't m: nil 
tvavL Pinup,'* inW:'*. Ivl.a 
tabn-Bi. Inc him? tiufkn 

Rod left Office 01*25 855865 
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REGENTS CANAL NW1 

1 bgl»- n\uLknn. crtWg hSdmbn 

Grimdamr dc^jnrd Jew "bjM** 
Caatea'i, Scpn't Cml In uwlM f 
anal a coomfcn *n quiet 
Vi bnK ftftar foktnft. 
UneWfnn£245iOOO 

0171 267 2053 

SnCKtEYftKEOT 



WestCkranfcry 


markvale 



TORQUAY 

Prim* position - unique and exclusive 4 
bedzoomed refiubisbed. apartments - 
over 2000 square ft • 1-3 acre landscaped setting 
- large lounge - separate dining room - 
new fully equipped kitchen - 2 bathrooms -. 
telephone entry - dose to shops and all iadiiites 
- prices from £97,500. 

To request details or view cmr hrxory 
shffwhome 

Telephone 01803 25M>500 . s _ 


Cakctom Smbh ft Pakinbss 
tn wm*k acasn&TEi wu 
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NEWCONCOroUWHOf.Sfl 

PMAmwi ApmfmHt - _ ._ t ? 6 ^ 000 

. Dock and river vfe"* tro*" the bmaca ol Ws apartmam on tna 
top floor ol comwlad wanhousB. i»ds, bafts, 
raospSon. MUMnAnakfast room, paridnfl. 

COIDHABOUH, Eli 

VktodonHevw El 35,000 

Rhar views tram Ms trtae bathoom house w«h waJMj Baden 
and raotturatt. Oouffie wcaptton mom, tftchsn. conawvasxy. 
wall( to Gammy WMtri, DU 110 City. 


— ^ 

| Services | 


t pajing HALL 

61-26%* to 

iiwcb~ Mir# 

|| 


• 


1 NEW INN SQUARE, EC2 
SHOREDITCH, EC2 



1914 Edwardian Oty Printing Works 
last remaining Pvefwork apartments in truly 
classic loft building. 

■ 10ft patent metal windows 

■ Crittal Doors 

■ London Yellow Stocks 

■ Six person passenger Tift 

■ External terraces 


2,00 sq ft from £245,000 

0171-729 7763 



THE STUDIOS, 

i.osnow sws 

AN LNCLI'SIVL 
DEVKLOPMl’NT 
OF FIGHT 

! JjFT STYLF HOTSir.S 

PRICK £210.000 
KRKKHOU) 
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Tel: 0171-498 0736 


New Homes 


New Homes 



Gilbey 

House 



K \ Camden Lock 
% % London 
\ NW1 







Here in one of (he most exciting locations is the best 
of everything. 

One of London's most fashionable and exuberant areas 
renowned for its cafes, restaurants, night spots and clubs. 

, A building of historical importance right by 

the canal 

Apartments of generous proportions - and 
equally generous specification. 

A well equipped gym, and a 
spectacular court, 1 ard. 

For once, you can have it all! 
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Open daily 11am to 6pm 

1 bedroom apartments from £135,000 

2 bedroom apartments from £235,000 

3 bedroom duplex apartments from 

£305.000 



REGAUAN 

Tel: 0171 267 4114 



To advertise in this section please call the 

Property Team on 0171 293 2302/2343. 
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Survival of the fittest in a stru 


ling sector 

Investment trusts are facing a tough time. The class acts will come into their own but the less competent will stumble 




Jonathan Davis 


W hen it comes to analysi ng 
investment trust perfor- 
mance, there are few 
wiser or more entertaining voices 
than those of Haraish Buchan 
and his colleagues at NatWest 
Securities in Edinburgh. 
Although bis team suffered some 
surprising defections a short while 
ago, he and his colleague Robin 
Angus are still the act to beat if 
you ^re an investment trust 
watcher. 

- A couple of weeks ago, the 
NatWest duo delivered their lat- 


esa update on the investment trust 
sector, which - as I mentioned a 
couple of weeks back - seems to 
be going through an uncertain 
patch. In so far as h makes sense 
to generalise, discounts -in the 
sector this year have generally 
widened, to Che point where you 

can once more buy a general mist 
like Alliance or Foreign & Colo- 
nial on a 10 per cent discount (and 
some of the more exotic species 
on much bigger discounts). 

In the short term, part of it has 
ro do with the fact that the mar- 
ket, after its strong recovery in the 
summer, seems once more to have 
relapsed into pre-electoral uncer- 
tainty. Sterling's strength has not 
helped much either: And the fuss 
over Kepit, Kleinwort Benson's 
unhappy European privatisation 
trust (now liquidated), has done 
little for the image of investment ' 
trust managers. Overall, the sec- 
tor gives the strong impression of 
drifting rather uncertainly. 

However much the marketing 
men may try to convince yon 
otherwise, investment trusts are 
an industry Klee any other, with the 


same cycles of supply and 
demand, and fluctuating degrees 
of competition. The sector has 
grown furiously in (he last 10 
years. Today there are something 
like 100 different management 
companies and 350 different trusts 
to choose from. In 1985 there 
were barely half that number. 

The flood of new entrants and 
new products reached something 
of a climax in late 1993 to early 
1994. Ax the time, discounts on 
many trusts had disappeared alto- 
gether, and for a while, says 
Hamish Buchan, you even had the 
bizarre spectacle of investors buy- 
ing new issues in the hope of mak- 
ing an instant profit, as if they 
were privatisation stocks. (Bizarre, 
since as investment trusts nor- 
mally trade at a discount to net 
assets, hopes of a significant 
immediate premium are by defi- 
nition improbable.) 

Some conection after the boom 
period of 1993-94 was inevitable, 
and wfaat we are seeing now, in 
NatWesr's view, is a necessary 
process of digestion. Whether you 
look at three-year, one-year or 


three-month data, it is no accident 
that investment trusts collectively 
have underperformed the Ali- 
Share index over the recent past, 
reversing the trend of the previous 
years. 

Not only axe there too many 
trusts around, but too many of tfae 
funds in the list today are failing 
to take advantage of their invest- 
ment trust status to do the things 
that they alone can do. That is to 
say, they arc neither using their 
gearing power - their ability to 
borrow additional cash to increase 
investments and enhance returns 
- nor investing in unlisted securi- 
ties. To all intents and purposes, 
they are behaving like ordinary 
managed funds which just happen 
to be investment trusts. 

As many as 100 of the 350 cur- 
rent trusts, reckons Mr Buchan, 
have never used gearing at all in 
their lives. He thinks it is time that 
investment trusts woke up to the 
competitive threat which OEICs 
may pose when they are finally 
introduced next year. (OEICs. or 
open-ended investment compa- 
nies. are the new hybrid form of 


investment fund - half way 
between an investment trust and 
a unit trust - which the Govern- 
ment is legislating to create to 
offer more variety to investors.) 

Most commentators so far have 
worked on the assumption that 
OEICs were more likely to take 
business away from unit trusts 
than from investment trusts. But 
this may be a false assumption. A 
trust like Kepit. which invested 
conventionally, with zero gear- 
ing, might well have been better 
suited as an OE1C. Rather than 
having to suffer a large and per- 
sistent discount, investors would 
then at least have had the chance 
to get out aL any time without an 
added penalty. 

Also on the horizon looms the 
spectre of changes in capital gains 
tax. The tax threat comes in a 
number of different forms, but 
none of them is likely to he good 
for the market or the investment 
trust sector. (One fear is that 
many of the big insurance com- 
panies will want to sell their 
chunky holdings in investment 
trusts if the accumulated CGT lia- 


bility which currently locks them 
in is removed |. 

As it happens. Mr Buchan and 
his colleagues are doubtful 
whether cither the tax or the 
OEIC threat will in fact materi- 
alise and do much damage in the 
short term, whoever wins the 
election, I am less sanguine about 
that than they arc. But the under- 
lying argument that investment 
trusts are facing a period of 
•'financial Darwinism" seems spot 
on to me. 

Those investment trusts who 
fail to manage their discounts, or 
put the interests of the fund man- 
agement company above those of 
the shareholders investors fas 
many are wont to do), face n 
tougher time. 

Management fees in particular 
are likely to come into the spot- 
light once more. Note, says Nuf- 
Wcsi. how new issues in the 
investment trust sector typically 
charge up to 1.5 percent of assets 
under management as an annual 
fee. compared with the more typ- 
ical UJKI.75 per cent range for 
existing generalist trusts. 


After several years of growth, 
there is a fair chance, reckons 
NatWest. that the investment trust 
sector will see a net outflow of 
investors* cash for the first time 
next year. It is when industries 
start io contract after a period o f 
rapid growth that the class acts 
tend to come into their own, and 
the less competent stumble. 
Investment trusts arc no different. 

So a period of consolidation, 
here as elsewhere in the fund 
management business, seems 
inevitable. And where will that 
leave invest mem trust discounts? 
Well, it wilt van from sector to 
sector. NatWest likes a number of 
trusts in the Income Growth and 
Smaller Company sectors, for 
example. 

But. overall, the odds must be 
that discounts wilt not narrou 
greatly in the short term. If so. the 
implication is lhal performance 
will continue to drag for those who 
are already fully invested, hut that 
those looking to invest new sums 
should be able to find bargains - 
assuming they know where and 
how in look. * 


Avoiding a life sentence 

Peter Rodgers on how to force insurers to keep their promises 


O 


I t took a great deal of pressure to 
persuade the life insurance indus- 
try to begin disclosure last year of 
the effect of charges and surrender 
penalties on the performance of 
endowments and pension plans. 

Using this information, the Inde- 
pendent last month published league 
tables of companies' performance 
, based on work by John Chapman, a 
former senior official at the Office of 
:Eair Trading, who before he retired 
wrote many hard-hitting reports on . 
the life insurance industry. • 

! The tables are the best method yet 
devised for assessing whether foe 
products a company is offering are 
good, bad or indifferent. But Mr 
Chapman believes Etuchtnore needs. ; 
to be done tomake sureTjfe- ipsur-' 
ance companies deliver the perfor- 
mance they promise. 

: The Independent's rankings show 
a company’s past performance and 
its projections of future returns. . 
They are based on the. fact 'that 
charges and surrender penalties, 
rather than investment performance/ 
are the most important determi- 
nant of a polity’s value. ■ . 

The tables give a ranking from A+ . ’ 
.to C- for a policy’s past perfbr- : 
mance at three stages - when it is. 
surrendered early, part-way through 
its life or at maturity. The same rankr 
mgs are repeated using the com- , 
pony's own projections of future' 
performance. It buns out that only 
a handful of companies can back 
then projections of good future per- 
formance with a comforting track- 
record of good payouts in the past 
. Many others (see table) are pro- 
jecting a future performance- con- 
siderably belter .than in the past - 
across a range of products. Clearly, 
they are asking customers to take bn - 
trust the claim that they have trans- 
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Legal & General 

Scottish Amicable 

Scottish Widows 


past performance / projections 


Products 




10 year WP endowment 

CAB/ BAA + 

BCC/BAA 

BBB/A+AB 

20 year UL plan 

ACB/HAA 

AAB/BBB 

BAC/AAB 

25 year WP endowment 

CAA/BAB 

CCC/BAA 

BBB/A+AB 

25yBar UL plan - 

na/BBA 

na/BBA 

na/A+AA 

Single premium WP bond 

na / C-CC 

na/XXX 

na / AAA 

Single premium UL bond ' 

■ BB/BBB 

BB/BBB 

CB/BAA 

Flexible UL whole life 

na • 

C-C 

A+A+ 

Regular premium WP pensions . 

CBC/BAC 

CBB /BAB 

BCB/ABB 

Regular premium UL pensions - 

C-C/BAA 

BB/BBB 

XB/ABA 

Stand alone WP pensions 

‘ CBA/BBC 

BBB/AA+A+ 

CBA/ABA 

Stand alone UL pensions . - . 

CC/BBA 

BB/BAB 

CB/BBA 

Executive pensions WP regular: premium 

BCC-/BBC 

BCC/BBA+ 

CBB /ABB 1 

Executive pensions UL regular premium 

CC/BAA. 

BB/BBB 

AC /ABB 

• Executive pensions WP stand atone - 

BOB / BBC 

BAC/BA+A+ 

BAA/BBB 

Eftcotiye pensfcns UL stand alone 

CC/BAA- 

BB/BAB 

CB/BAB 

Number of products - 




Projections better than past 

8 

8 

11 

Projections . worst than past 

. T 

-• 1 

1 

Flexible unit linked yrhole Fife policies, are new and there are no comparisons 


WP~=- with profit UL = unit linked. NA ~ 

not applicable. X » 

no data 


Products are ranked from A 4-' (very gpodj to'C - (very poor). The first three letters for each ranking refer to actual 

past performance, with the first based on.policy values at early surrender, the second at mid term surrender and 

the third at maturity. The second . three letters refer to the company's own projections of future values. 


formed their performance. TTifere are 
several possible explanations. Com-, 
names i may 'have, had a disastrous - 
investment performance that under- 
mined past results. They may have 
achieved much bigger cost rediic- 
tiofi&than the rest of the industry. Or 
they may be borrowing from their 
reserves of free assets to subsidise 
new products and make them look 
better in the marketplace. 

Another possibility' is that some 
may be taking advantage of flexM- 
rty in the disclosure 'regulations, in 
effect by introducing new charges ; 
later' on to bump up their income, 
from customers. One loophole fethat 
where actual charges oq a with- 


profits policy turn out to be higher 
than those a company projected 
when it sold the product (after mak- 
ing allowances for inflation), it is 
allowed to compensate by adjusting 
the bonus rates downwards. 

This amounts to imposing a new 
surrender penalty not included in the 
. projections made when the policy 
was solcL. The Personal Investment 
Authority, the watchdog, defends 
this on the grounds that with-prof- 
its policies should be treated the 
same way as unit-linked policies, 
which- are allowed to increase 
charges. The theory is that without 
freedom to raise charges, unforeseen 
. events could drive foe life insurer 


into insolvency. This threat is so 
remote as to be irrelevant 

According to Mr Chapman, about 
two-thirds of the costs to a company 
of running a policy are for commis- 
sions and marketing. These are 
short-term and predictable. Other 
costs, such as overheads, adminis- 
tration, life cover and fund man- 
agement fees, are much lower, and 
also largely controllable. It seems 
highly improbable that unforeseen 
changes could drive a life company 
to the wall, says Mr Chapman. 

When it comes to checking 
whether companies are raising their 
charges secretly, breaking faith with 
their customers, with-profits life 


insurance policies are particularly 
hard to deal with. With-profits poli- 
cies are notoriously one-sided con- 
tracts, because the company has 
enormous discretion in setting bonus 
rates. Furthermore, there is no data 
published on the individual charges 
made for with-profits policies. 

Some companies certainly con- 
sider that their actual future payouts 
should closely follow the charges 
assumed in their projections at the 
time the policies were sold. Compa- 
nies where the marketing director 
carries more weight than the actuary 
may believe the projections are 
largely illustrative, and they rely on 
the discreet imposition of extra 
charges or penalties later in the life 
of a policy to improve their profits. 

So why not force them to declare 
the assumptions about charges, 
which they must anyway make in pri- 
vate to calculate their projected 
bonuses and payouts? It would then 
be possible, by combining the data 
with actual figures for investment 
performance, to spot attempts to 
raise charges beyond the levels pro- 
jected when the policies were sold. 

This would not be a straightfor- 
ward exercise, since allowance would 
have to be made for the convention 
of smoothing returns over a number 
of years. It would be raLher easier 
with unit-linked policies to make 
these checks about whether promises 
are kept because more detail is dis- 
closed already about charges. 

But in both cases, it would be hard 
for an individual policyholder to 
assess whether he or she had been 
treated honestly, without expert 
help. One solution would be For pol- 
icyholder committees to be formed 
for each company to look at these 
issues and report on whether the 
promises have been kept. 



NOW THERE'S MORE 
INTEREST IN THE POST 


Instant Direct, rbr new 
instant access postal 
acroanr from Alliance & 
Leicester, offers you 
outstanding rates of 
interest. Without penalty. 
And you don't June to 


AMOUNT 

GROSS EA. 

NETRA. i ! 

i 100,000- 

fijtn. 

5lU“. 


SSO.OOO ■ £99. 0W 

5.05"* 

4JU-. 


£25.000 ■ S4W.V99 

5.90*. 

4 72% 


£10,000 ■ I24.W 

5.(i5% 

4.52% 


£5,000 • £9.990 

540% 

4J2% 



any further than yonr nearest post hot. 
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CALL LOCAL RATE 

0645 22 88 58 
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ALLIANCE & LEICESTER 
INSTANT DIRECT 
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PENSIONS 
MADE SIMPLE 

24 hours a clay / daws a week Now you can pick up the phone and get 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss. 



0345 6789 10 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


Scorthb Widows may be. recorded.; Issued by Scottish Widows' Fund and Life Assurance Socieiy, a mutual company. Regulated by the Prrsonal Internment Authority. Information or advice will unit In- provided on Siulti«h Widows, products. 
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Newly-founded Guernsey- 

based Millennium life 
Assurance has launched a 
three or six year Accumula- 
tor Plus Bond. Unlike some 
'•guaranteed" high-income 
bonds on the market, which 
offer a guaranteed income 
that could be at the expense 
of capital, the Accumulator 
Plus offers a minimum 
return of 97.5 per cent of ini- 
tial capital even if markets 
fail steadily. 

The return builds to 142.5 
per cent of the initial invest- 
ment after three years if both 
the US and UK stock market 
indices rise in all three years, 
and up to 208 per cent after 
six years of continuous year- 
on-year gains. An income 
option pays out up to 5 per 
cent a year and still guaran- 
tees a total return of 112.5 
per cent of capital if markets 
fall throughout, rising to 123 
per cent of capital after three 
years of sustained growth in 
markets, and 178 per cent 
after six years. 

Bonuses for gains in any 
one year are locked in and if 
markets fall the floor for the 
bonus is rebased at the lower 


level for the following year. 
Proceeds are taxed as 
income on redemption. Min- 
imum investment is £5,000 
and bonds go on sale on 
November IS through inde- 
pendent financial advisers. 

Lambeth Building Society 
has launched a limited issue 
of fixed rate mortgages 
charging 7.45 per cent until 
January 2002 if borrowers 
take out ASU insurance or 
7.65 per cent without. Prop- 
erty must be insured with the 
society. There is a fee of 
£295 and six months’ interest 
penalty for repayment in the 
first five years. 

ChartweU Investment 
Management is offering 
readers a free guide to term 
assurance. Call 01225- 
446556. 

Manor Park offers a PEP 
invested in its own Dublin- 
based selected growth fund. 
Capital is guaranteed to 
maturity in 2002, and gains 
are linked to the FTSE 100 
index up to a maximum of 
220 per cent. Minimum 
investment is £3,000. maxi- 
mum £9,000. Call Helpline 
on 0171-452-1345. 


to CHOICE! 


to PERFORMANCE! 


■ to DISCOUNTS! 


For information on top PEP 
performers, great discounts and 
NO FEES! Phone or write free 


PEP/aft Investment Solutions, FREEPOST NEA 8S0, 
PO Box 228, CHESTERFIELD. S40 3BR 
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looks at healthcare in our series on specialist funds 



Critical condition: Changes in many national healthcare systems have opened up opportunities for companies Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


Alison Eadie 


T 1 

I Democrat to the White House 

I and a Republican majority to 
Congress was viewed by Wall Street 
as positive for healthcare stocks 
and they duly shot up in price. The 
last great bear market in healthcare 
stocks was in 1992, prompted by 
fears that Hillaiy Clinton was trying 
to nationalise America's healthcare 
industry. Her reforms failed and the 
consensus view now is that any fur- 
ther attempts at change will be 
much less radical. 

Although pharmaceutical and 
healthcare companies have to com- 
pete globally to succeed, the market 
is dominated by the US because of 
its high private sector spending on 
health and because h spawns so 
many innovative companies. With 
some 1,000 quoted healthcare com- 
panies to choose from in the US 
alone, the range and opportunity is 
enough to keep most managers of 
specialist healthcare funds busy. 

Framliogtoirs Health Fund is usu- 
ally 75 to 80 per cent invested in the 
US, but fund manager Antony Mil- 
ford points out that in recent months 
European holdings have been the 
best performers. He would like to 
invest more in Europe. The fund 
holds a range of UK and European 
stocks including Pliva, a Croatian 
drug company. It has little in South- 
east Asia, as there are few domes- 
tic healthcare plays there. Mr Mil- 
ford expects rising world demand for 
drugs and medical services to be met 
by US and European firms. 

Advances in medical science gen- 
erate new demand. The price of suc- 
cess is to some extent new diseases 
seeking a cure like Alzheimer’s. 
Finally creeping privatisation of 
underfunded national healthcare 
systems in many developed countries 
opens opportunities to healthcare 
companies to step into the breach. 

Big pharmaceutical companies 
are once again the stock market’s 
darlings. In the past six months they 
have bounded ahead, leaving smaller 
healthcare companies behind Bio- 
tech stocks, which could do no 
wrong at the start of year, are firmly 
out of favour. The reversal of senti- 
ment has hurt funds like Fram ling- 
ion and GT Healthcare, which focus 
on smaller companies, more than 
those like Finsbury Worldwide Phar- 


maceutical which has a 60/40 split 
of large to small companies. 

Framlington’s long-term record is 
excellent Over five years it has 
returned 180 per cent, compared 
with a rise in the S&P Healthcare 
Index of 85 percent, but it has fallen 
since its peak in May, its problems 
compounded by a strong pound. 

Some 35 per cent of the fund is in 
what Mr Milford describes as quoted 
venture capital. These are compa- 
nies about to launch their first prod- 
ucts but as yet making ao profits. 
The risks involved in such a strategy 
are mitigated by the fund’s spread of 
investment 

GT Healthcare, managed out of 
San Francisco, took a beating in the 


summer after the speculative bubble 
bursL Manager Mike Yeflen says dis- 
enchantment with over-valued new 
issues spilled into high-quality later- 
stage bio-techs. His response was to 
buy and the fund is up 21 per cent 
since January against an average for 
US healthcare funds of 7 per cent. 
The bio-tech sector is also diverg- 
ing, Mr Yellen says. Blue-sky com- 
panies present too great a risk, too 
long a wait before drugs get to mar- 
ket and too great a requirement for 
capital to offer shareholders a worth- 
while return. However, later stage- 
companies with drugs undergoing 
final trials can produce greater than 
expected sales when the drug finally 
hits the market 


Finsbury Worldwide Pharmaceu- 
tical, an investment trust which 
invests only in pharmaceutical and 
bio-tech companies, has been a vic- 
tim of its own success. Demand for 
its shares has pushed their price to 
a consistent premium to net asset 
value. According to Micropal the 
trust shows total returns of 55 per 
cent over the past year. Hie trust’s 
asset values have moved sideways in 
the past six months, but the premium 
persists. 

British investors keen to buy into 
the long-term healthcare story have 
a limited range of retail funds to 
choose from. Unit trusts include 
Framlington Healthcare, Jupiter 
World Healthcare and Q'ty Finan- 


cial Beckman Bio-tech. GTF’s fund 
is a Dublin-based European unit 
trust. Among investment trusts there 
is Finsbury's Worldwide Pharma- 
ceutical arid Rothschild's Interna- 
tional Biotechnology. 

A new investment trust was also 
launched last month to participate 
in the $2 T 5QObn annual global health- 
care spend. The Healthcare Reform 
Investment Trust, managed- by 
HealthReform Partners in the US, 
invests in the whole spectrum of 
medical activity, with particular 
emphasis on. medical devices and 
services. These, it points out, 
account ftir90 percent of healthcare 
industry spending, as opposed to just 
10 per cent on drugs. 
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25% invested 

internationally 

75% invested in the UK 

Monthly savings from 
only £50 per month V 

Lump sum investments 
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Address 


Postcode 


Data that you provide may be 
used by Norwich Union group 
companies, your financial 
adviser or other relevant 

organisations tor marketing 

purposes such as market 
research and contacting you 
regarding your future 
insurance and investment needs. 
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UNION 

No one protects more. 


Ftor your protection aD telephone 
cafe mil be recorded. 

The value of and income from PEPS 

may fall and you may not get back 
the amount invested. Funds Invested 
abroad may after with exchange rate 
fluctuations. Infor mat i w itoMca 

offered will only relate to Norwich 
Union products. 
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Norwich Union Portfolio Services Limited Registered Office & Surrey Street Norwich NR1 3NC 
Registered in England No 2503054 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority Regulated by TMRO 


European 
investment - 
tax-free 


0 No overexposure 
0 No unquoted shares 
0 No initial charge 
0 No withdrawal fee 
0 No cost share exchange 

Investors cm non- benefit horn Legal & General's rernmned Index-Tracking expertise uauss 
Europe - by investing tax-free ism the European fades Unit Trust. 
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The Index-Tracking PEP 
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A soft 
touch 
on the 
fringe 


My biggest 
mistake 


Comic 

Arthur Smith 


M Y trouble is. I've 
been a mug for 
letting myself 
get talked into putting 
money into very dodgy 
fringe plays, usually when 
I've had drunken actors 
blagging me into it late at 
night. 

They give you all these fig- 
ures and say, ‘If it sells so 
many tickets, if it does this, 
if it does that, you'll make a 
lot of money.' 

They’re always skint and 
they badger you so much 
and prey on the fact that 
you're supposed to be in 
favour of the arts. 

They just keep on turning 
the screw until, eventually, 
you let slip that you could 
probably afford to put a 
grand into it. 

Then they put it on in 
some half-assed theatre and 
it snows, and no one turns 
up. It gets one bad review in 
the Big Issue and that’s the 
last you ever see of your 
money. 

I’ve done that three or 
four times now and. 



although I’m not quite such 
a soft touch as I have been 
in the past, I wouldn't com- 
pletely rule out doing it 
again - I'm certainly not 
immune to it. Let's just hope 
they don’t read The Inde- 
pendent , or at least not the 
Money pages. 

The last time I did it, I 
knew I was just giving them 
money, basically. I haven’t 
been really skint since 1 was 
in my late twenties, and I'm 
42 now. 

Even before An Evening 
With Gary Lineker came out 
in 1991, I'd done a fair bit of 
telly and some fairly lucra- 
tive stand-up stuff. 

Bui I was on the breadline 
at one point. I've still got a 
fair few friends who are on 
the breadline and you can't 
really blame them for want- 
ing to get their hands on 
some of my bread. Occa- 
sionally, I get letters from 
drama students too, saying 
‘I'm a drama student, give 
me some money*. 

At moments of weakness. 
I've also been known to 


commission starving artists 
to do paintings for me. Then 
they turn up ages later with 
their masterpieces, looking 
for the money. I've got a 
whole roomful of the most 
ridiculous paintings. 

Doing benefit gigs for 
charity is another thing I 
have a known weakness for. 
It often turns out at the end 
of it that the money finishes 
up going to someone who 
wants to buy a Land Rover 
and drive round Africa on 
holiday for a month. The 
benefit doesn't seem to 
amount to much more than 
that, you suddenly notice. 

The thing is. I have 
absolutely uo interest in 
money at all. I've got an 
accountant and I've had a 
succession of financial advis- 
ers of various types. I went 
to see one of them in his 
office once and he had pic- 
tures of cowboys all over the 
walls. 

I laughed and laughed 
and he didn't know what I 
was laughing at - appar- 
ently, this bloke really was 


genuinely interested in 
cowboys. 

Because Pm a bit vague 
with money myself, I tend to 
just find someone I can trust 
and put it all in their hands. 
I do trust my accountant. I 
started with him through 
personal recommendation 
and anyone he suggests, I 
trust as well. In fact, he rec- 
ommended the. financial 
bloke I’ve got now. 

What happened was, I got 
churned by one of my old 
financial advisers. Obvi- 
ously, I didn’t notice it, but 
say accountant picked up on 
it and now I’ve got a new 
financial adviser. 

It’s like Sting’s accountant 
setting up all those bank 
accounts that Sting knew 
nothing about. 

I don't want to put ideas 
in his head, but my financial 
planner could do that with 
me quite easily if he wanted 
to - he might have done it 
already, for all I know. 

I don’t suppose many peo- 
ple are as lackadaisical 
about money in all its forms 


as I am but I really haven’t 
got the interest or the incli- 
nation. I’ve got an endow- 
ment mortgage and when- 
ever they try to talk to me 
about ft, after about 30 sec- 
onds my eyes glaze over and 
I'm thinking about some- 
thing else. 

I've got a certain amount 
of money in - 1 think it’s 
PEPs or unit trusts, some- 
where like that. 

I may not remember 
exactly where it all is but if 
t rang this bloke. I’m sure he 
could tell me all about it. 

In the end, providing I’m 
not skint, that’s all I’m really 
concerned about. Providing 
I’ve got enough for the next 
few weeks worth of beer, 
books and fags. I’m just not 
that interested in money - 
it's more boring to me even 
than cars. 

Just you wait, now HI get 
20 people banging on my 
door saying, ‘Oh, I've got this 
brilliant idea for you...’." 

Arthur Smith was talking to 
Paul Slade. 


A cashpoint 
in the pub? 

By Clifford German 


B anks are set to bite 
back at long last 
against the growing 
competition from the (ikes of 
Sainsbury and Marks & 
Spencer, whieh are moving 
into the banking business. If 
NCR's Jim Adamson has his 
way the hank's chosen 
weapon will be a customised 
cash dispenser w hich can sell 
(ravel and theatre tickets, 
stamps, and even unit trusts, 
print and dispense phone 
curds and vouchers for spe- 
cial offers in supermarkets, 
as well as accepting deposits 
and dispensing cash. 

Instead of offering a plain 
choice of cash with a receipt 
and cash without, the new 
machines offer u menu of 
services, which can be sum- 
moned at the touch of a but- 
ton. and could deliver on the 
spot and then debit the cus- 
tomer's bank account 
accordingly. 

Indiv idual machines could 
be badged and branded to 
act as mobile outlets, with 
the screens continually 
advertising and selling a 
range of services selected by 
the" owner, operators to 
passers-by. 

It raises the prospect of a 
new generation of busy cus- 
tomers getting stuck in a 
queue behind a line of nerds 
checking out all the latest 
offers, so installing u 
machine with just the right 
range of services for The 
locality w ill clearly be one of 
the secrets of success. 

The new generation of 
machines is coming off the 
production line in NCR's 
Dundee factory and could 
be installed and operating in 
January. Bonks are expected 
to be among the principal 
buyers, as they rcpljcc their 
existing stock »i 22.0(10 
machines around the country. 

The dispensers, also 
known as ATM v « ill replace 
still more branch banks and 
will be able to process a 
banking transaction at a real 
cost of just lop. compared 


with the lOOp the average 
transaction across a hank 
counter costs. ATM transac- 
tions are also cheaper than 
telephone banking transac- 
tions. and unlike the other 
outlets the machines can 
actively advertise and sell a 
range of services to a captive 
audience. 

Unlike all previous dis- 
pensers. which have been 
sold exclusively to banks and 
building societies, NCR will 
be selling or leasing its new 
range to anyone who wants 
one and has the space to 
install it. 

The smallest of the new 
machines costs about £8.000- 
£10.000. stands about a 
metre square, and can sit on 
counters and desk-tops in 
post offices, pubs, super- 
markets. car parks, railway 
stations, petrol stations and 
anywhere else potential cus- 
tomers congregate. It weighs 
about half a tonne, contains 
up to 20.000 banknotes, and 
comes complete with a safe 
and several other security 
features designed to deter 
ram-raiders. 

Its big brother has four 
times the cash capacity, a 
deposit slot for cash and 
cheques, and u wide range of 
additional functions cun be 
incorporated. 

In the US. where the tech- 
nology is ahead of the UK. 
individual entrepreneurs can 
and do buy machines, install 
them, contract out the sup- 
ply of a range of services and 
charge the providers and the 
consumers a small fee for the 
convenience of using the 
machine. 

Evidence shows that 
although older people still 
resist the idea of paying for 
a service they could gel free 
in another place and lime, 
most people under 45 have 
no qualms about paying a 
small sum for the conve- 
nience of gelling the service 
here and now. 

Overall. Si I per cent arc 
willing to pay. Will you? 



What else? The naw generation of cash machines could 
dispense theatre Odets, stamps, even unit trusts 
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Worried about premature greyness? 

Worry no more. Alliance & Leicester has a 
tonic that makes all your mortgage worries 
miraculously disappear. 

A package that Includes up to £4000 cashback 
(2% or your loan), so you can atferd ‘hat 
sxtm furniture you need. Free accident, sickness 
and unemployment insurance cover until 
31 December ?S97, to put your mind at res* ' 


What about those hidden fees? 


Relax. Unlike most lenders, we won't charge a 
High Percentage Loan Fee (that's what you 
normally pay when you borrow more than 75% 
of the value c> your house t. 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


We don't charge arrangement fees either. 
And we'i; even refund your valuation charge. 


if you still trunk you've spotted a grey hair, 
ssrnpiy consult your branch Mortgage Advisor 
to relieve ycu or any unnecessary worries. 


To find out more, calmly pop into your local 
branch or call us on 0800 412 214, 


You can stem loofuna in the mirror now. 
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. 1,1 »’»n.AALE AT .OUR LOCAL BRANCH E -AMPLE - C^I.AOS URLHEST ONLY LOAN FOR TB YLARS ON A PROPERTY VALUED AT Els ADO AT AN INTEREST RATE OF m, 

1 1 ». APR , .JAR.SDLC. All- I til M«- i'mUMUlP INIIPEST ONLY PAYMENT OF CITIES .GAOSJi IlNCLJD'NG ACCRUED INTEREST, FOlLOWLD BT TW PA.UENI5 01 CIDISO ISHOSSI TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE IS CliJ.lt> T> a CASHBACK OF H. DP (HE LOAN TOTALLING CUB IS PAID AFIEN 
YUAIL-'IONOP THE !Ml»r,lLE All.AVil N nKESIE R RLUDING SG(HTY. HOtE AMHRl»IPAT,Clh nO>EPARK HOVE EASTSUMtA BhJ ALLIANCE B LEICESTER HARKCTIRG GROUP. CONSISTI-LG OF ALLIANCE B LEICESTER 0UILWNG SOCint AND ALLIANCE & LIICISTEH UPC ASSUPAHPE 

rntlPAN. nti.lt C ;rl HLGULAflD BF THE PTPSCINAl INVESTMENT AUIHOPHY AND ALLIANCE « L1ICEBTLH UNIT TRUST MANAGERS LIMITED WHICH IS REGULATED BY IMRO. ONLY SELLS ITS DWN LIFE ASSURANCE . UNIT TRUST AND SEPTEMBER IMS 

ALLIANCE | II ICE Sltn BUILDING COCJflV 


YOUR HOME »S AT RISK IF YOU DO HOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT; 
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SELLING YOUR ENDOWMENT! 


FOR BIGGER MONEY 


CALL SEC NOW 

0181 207 1666 


SEC, Britain^ biggest buyer of endowments will pay you ■ 1 

mw* more than die surwxter rah*. SEC 

Phone our helpful staff now far that extra rash and “ “■ 

peace of mind Ybur policy must be at leajr 8 years old and " 
satisfy our selection criteria. FAX: 0181 207 *930 

AC SECURITISED ENDOWMENT CONTRACTS PLC 

MM SK»W>.44TW^S^Barah>nwMHmVVO««£ . 


An Equitable pension 
means you can vary 
contributions - 
without penalty. 


You know exactly what your circumstances are today, and 
can choose a pension plan to suit them perfectly. 

Bui what about tomorrow? Or next year? Or ten years from 
now? 

What you need is a pension plan which is flexible enough to 
cope with any changes in your lifestyle - without making you pay 
j penally. 

That is why you should consider an Equitable personal 
pension plan. We don't pay commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business, and our expenses arc kept enviably 
low. So. you don't have to commit yourself to paying identical 
contributions each year; they can be increased or reduced to suit 
you - without penalty. 

And if you want to retire earlier than planned, your benefits 
will be exactly the same as if vou'd chosen that date in the first 
place. 

What's more, you have the reassurance of knowing that your 
pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest investment 
teams in the U.K. 

So. if you'd like further information, by post and by 
telephone, on a personal pension plan that lives up to its name, 
call iWW) 38 48 58 or return the coupon below. 


[nlwmjuun- advice «tD unit be pven on Equitable group products 
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
TIE Eyrrr.VSLE UFK FKEEKJfcT . E.VLTlIN ■THTT. AtlESfiUIY. BtrenNUHAMSHOE HKI TBs 


I Tc- TV EournR; Ur. FREEl>OST. Wdiuti Srren AYLESBURY. Bod) HP2I TBR 
1 -*^1J «idu-TiKdi-jiU an Ttefcannatfc ', Tension pUn> I an idi aqifafed □ INFT&B 
1 I jo, jo errp ItAcc nil in j mrepini pnaun dale Q 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


Best borrowing rates 


Best savings rates 


Tetaptoos 


Find rates 

Scarborough BS 0800 590547 
Capital Home Loans01252 812271 
Northern Rack 0800 591500 
tenable rates 

Scarfjormjgh BS 0800 590547 
Principality BS 01222 344138 
Northern Bock BS 0800 591500 
First time buyers fixed rates 
Affiance 8 Leic BS via local branch 
Newcastle BS 01912442488 
Cheltenham & Glou 0800 272132 
first tune hujers variable rates 
Principality BS 01222 344188 
Greenwich BS. QL81 8588212 
Northern Rock BS 0800 591500 


% Rate and 

Max 

Fee 

Incentive 

Redemption . 

period 

adv% 

•Tr’rr T r .' 

-VI 1,-7 

penalty 

U J *■ ■ ■ ariHyf *■ . L. . ~ - 

’-Z v ^ ‘ 


020 for 1 year 

85 

0.75% 

, 

1st 5 yre:7.04% of sum repaid 

4J5 to ms 

75 

£295 

— 

1st 5 yr* 6 mfes interest 

7.49 ft) 1/1/E 

95 

£295 

— 

lstfiyre:5%ofsunirepaid 

0.65% for 1 year 

90 

- 

_ . 

1st 5 $s&33% of sum repaid 

3.50% to 1/11/98 

75 

— 

— 

lo 3Q/1Q/D1: dbcount reebod 

4.24% to l/l/M 

95 

£295 

R^und vain fee 

1st 7 jrrs.- 5% trf suor repaid 

2.10 to 1/10/97 

95 

0.5% 

_ 

lb 1/1Q/D1; 6 mths uflmt 

6.49 to 2/I/QQ 

95 ' 

£295 


lb 1/1/33: 5% of advance 

7J9fbr5yeais 

95 

£495 

Fiiae valuation 

1st 6 yis 6 mthsiiit 

UXJto U11M7 

90 

- 



lo 31/10/01: disemat radmd . 

3.49%{w2yrars 

95 

£250 

— 

1st 5 yrs-. cCscoifflt rectairaed 

sm to 1/1/02 

95 

— 

Refund vain fee 

1st 7 yre: 5% of sum repaid 


Telephone 


Unsecured 

Horton Rock BS 0345 421421 
Direct Une 0141 2489966 
Nationwide BS via local branch 
Secured (seated change) 
Clydesdale Bank 0800 240024 
Royal B of Scotland 0131 523 7023 
Barclays Bank 0800 000929 


APR % 

MaxUV Fafid monthly paymenb tE3,000 over 3 yews) 



Witt insurance 

WMmit insurance 

1Z9H 


£112.66 

£102.59 

I3_9E 


£112.86 

£101.33 

149 


£113.15 

£102.49 



Max UV Advance 

Term 

75 

Nog 

£3K - £15K 

6 mths to 25 years 

8.7 

70% 

E2.5K-E100K 

3 yB3fs te letirement 

93/9.6 

80% 

E10K-E75K 

5 to 25 years 




Account 

WaoJwrchBS 0800 400900 Current 

Alliance & Lecaster 0500 959595 Alliance 

Abbey National 0500 200500 Current 


Authorised 
%pm APR 

0.76 92 
0.76 92 

034 11.9 


Unauthorised 

%pm 

2.18 

220 

2.18 


APR 

29.5 

292 

293 


CREfHTCM 

Standard 

—r~ 
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Telephone 

--i-'- vk'Lr- v 

Card Type 

Min 

Income 

=4T.'-r . 

Rate 
% pm 

APR 

% 

Annual 

Fee 

Int free 
period 

Co-operative Bank 

08G0 109000 

Advantage Visa 

— 

0.64N 

7.90N 

ml 

0 days 

Robert Fleming/S&P 

0800 829024 

MastarCant/lfea 

— 

Oil 67 

11.50 

nil 

0 days 

RBSAdvanta 

Gold cards 

0800 077770 

Visa 

— 

094N 

1L90N 

nJ 

56 days 

Co-operative Bank 

0345 212212 

Visa 

£20,000 

050 

10i0 

£120 

46 days 

RBS Advanta 

0800 077770 

Visa 

£20,000 

0.94N 

11J0N 

nil 

56 days 

Royal B of Scotiand 

01702362890 

Visa 

£20,000 

1.05M 

14J0N 

£35 

46 days 






Telephone 

Payment by direct debit 

Payment by other meSbods 


%pm 

APR 

%pm 

APR 

John Lewis via store 

139 

18.0 

139 

183 

Marks and Spencer 01244 681681 

1-87 

243 

137 

263 

Seats via store 

134 

253 

230 

293 


APR AmoaBsedpeaxntageata. B + CBuiiSiiss and Coataits Insurance UVbw to rafoe tSUAoxlent satires and uwnptoyro& 
E A*aMletQCOmpnt>emntrrxfauwranapafcYftokfaa&oKrZ>tt3{z 
H Introdudviy rate fora touted penod 


Al cates wrixertto dungs without notice. 


Sotset MOWYFACTS 01682 SOOS77 


/November 2396 



TUaphooe 

nutnbff 

Account 

Notice 

fftein 

Deposrt 

Rate • 

, - % .. 

' toterest . ’ . 
mtanat - 



Putman BS 

01202292444 

Isstent /tocest 

Infant 

£100 

4.50 

’to 

Co-Operative Barii 

0345 252000 

RatMmter 1 " 

Instant 

£5300 

4.75 . 

Month ; 

Direct Line 

Q1B1 6671121 

IndanlSan^s.- 

lostent 

mm 

150 

to. : 

Direct Line . 

0181 667 1121 

■ tastatfSavtogs. 

. Instant 

£50,000 

- 5.71 

^ 


Teachers’ BS 

01202 887171 

BuSon 

Postal • 

£50Q 

4.80 

Wto ' - 

/Wance & LABS 

0645228858 

Instant Dirad 

Postal- 

£5.000 

- 140 

■to.-.. 

Bristol & West BS 

0800 901109 

Instant Acsss Postal 

Postal 

■£10,000 

535 

to 

Bristol & west BS 

0800901109 

InstadtassPostaS.. 

.Postal 

£25.000 

6.05 

to 


ClnfseaBS 

0800J32351 

POST-TeJ 20 Day 

20 day 

£5000 

6.05 

.to ' 

Clutoanham&Glouc 

0800717505 

Direct 30 

30 day P i 

1100. 

5.50 

to - 

National Counties BS 

01372 747771 

Direct 90 

90 day 

£2,000- ' 

630 

to- 

Greenwich BS 

0181 8588212 

One tear Term . 

1 \barBood 

£2,500 

6.50 

to- .. 


fdeinwort Boson 

01202502404 

HJCA 

. Instant 

£2300 

.5.00 

' Monte • 

HaiauBS 

01422 335333 

Asset Resflive 

Instant 

£10.000 

4.00. 

•■Quarter 

CbehsaBS 

0800717515 

Clasac Postal 

- Instad 

£13,000 

•43S 

■ to 

Chelsea E5 

- 0800 717515 

Classic Ftetto 

' - Instant 

£25,000 

4.65 

W : 


P post (mb F fixed Mb 

N flier /ate A AS edhdmrab subject at J0o!srto<tfmtaBsf 

Ali^ara sham pass «hJ are sUjj« to chaa^wfttBtA notice. Source : UOffEYFACTS 01 632 500&7. 
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£100,000 LIFE 
COVER FOR 
AS LITTLE AS 


30p A DAY 


You may already have enough life 
assurance cover to pay off the mortgage 
should anything happen to you. But how 
would your partner cope with all the other 
costs of living, like paying the bills, clearing 
off debts, and generally supporting your 
family? Conversely, how would vou manage 
on vour own? 


We'll also send you a FREE GIFT of a £50 
Holiday Discount Voucher plus details of 
how to claim a second free gift- a choice of 
Leisure Discount Vouchers or a further 
050 Holiday Discount Voucher. 


Term Assurance provides affordable life 
assurance cover for a fixed period, with a 
guaranteed cash sum payable on death 
during that fixed period. 

For a fixed payment of only £9.10 a month* 
a General Accident Term Assurance 
policy can provide cover of £100,000 for 
10 years. 


Dwcnwi contamnvs fall detail* of the terms and conditions 
apphmft to the voucher. are available on request 

*Thii n K»vd on a healthy mate, non-smoko; aped 30 next 
birthday. The «nt ot raver will depend on age. sex and 
Hooking statu*. 


Full written details ot Term Assurance are available on 
request. Anv financial advice given will relate only to the 
products of GA Lite. 


General Accident Life is regulated by the 
Personal Investment Authority 


Call General Accident now to secure your 
family's future, and receive further 
information on Term Assurance and a 
persona! illustration. 


KEY PROTECTION FROM 


ACT NOW! 


TO REQUEST FURTHER 
DETAILS AND YOUR FREE GIFT 


CALL FREE: 

LINES OPEN 24 HOURS 


0500 100 200 



Smoker D Ncro&Wter O' 


Or complete the coupon and yend to: 
Term Assurance, 

Genera! Accident, FREEPOST, YO$$i> t 
YORK YOl |BR. 



lt*?6E a non-smoker jsa perton vrbo has not aadJay tefeatdo products ai fee' 
test 12 months). 

Tfaeafrarcdettifcaatntutadtawtote^yw 
WcnwerButeyng^indai MnMir n w i TflMt lB i^ ■" 

to »iUnort**<4n&T Ml you, port crphomvjbtntaSrtr product* Ac., 
vrrt» -altered hf miBrtMttnrfamriii^GAGroapcMifMfef. 

the bto r ff too nor w waive ffwinteOnafeiv ■ 

Fcrvowsrcuniy waratet " 

B*g»«wima#aictNOi2»W2 2 Rwgw SWA WI IHR. . 



3 M&G European 
Unit Trusts 


M&G now has 3 European unit trusts with investment 
objectives to meet your needs. All 3 funds are 
available for investment within the M&G PEP. 

• The M&G European & General Fund - for 
investors looking to build capital from a 
diversified portfolio of European securities. 


The M&G European Dividend Fund - for 
investors aiming to achieve an above average 
and increasing income from their investment. 

The new M&G European Smaller Companies 
Fund - for investors aiming for capital growth. 


To: The NAS Group, Bristol BS38 TET. Please send me details of the M&G European^! 

Fund range and how to transfer any non M&G PEP, ' ■ 

NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. 

You should contact your Independent financial adviser Qt you have one) before investing. 

The price of units and the income from them can go down as well as up. The value of the tax 

beneftbsof PEPa wifi depend on your own drcumstances- The tax regime of PEPs could change in 




IMT1ALS SURNAME 


ADDRESS 

- 


POSTCODE 



I 

I 

I 


M&G does not offer Investment advice or offer any recornmondatjorts regarding investments. I 
Ws orty market the packaged products and services of the M&Qmari«&ig group. ■ 


ttsuod by MG fining StrwcatfUntotf 
flegjuad by tec Pmxonal tmnnm 
Autorttfi. MSO Wir 1 hob an merer)*} 
bfitS&Saojtiaa&lMM. (Rag&teeoy 
MO and The Perxed fomtment 
Axrnflty.) 

Wb never imM you nsn» and adorns 
inhrtft to unccmetorf c re a^ wp ona. 
We <hS occaam>r tol you about nw 
protuas or MVioea oftwd by arahn 
M Baaocacad MU3 CwrpanW. 

Tldi tte bm Q ff you wold cretor rn d 
ibcsu m nemaun. 



For details return 
the coupon or 
telephone 
(0990) 600 627 
or e-mail 

X hb@MandG.rep|y. 
Co.UK 

“European 
companies and 
stockmarkets are in 
the throes of an 

unprecedented 

period of change, 
from which 
shareholders will 
probably emerge as 
the main winners.” 


I 


Managing your money for the longer term 


3 M&G European Unit Trusts 


John Hatherly, Head of 
Research, M&G 
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Bintt#fflU Mir-j-res 

0645 720721 

Food Rate Bond 

lto 

. £5,000 

.. 630F 

to--.- • 

tertetmeBS 

0800 378836 

FnadRateBond 

31/3/98 

£5,000 ' 

G£0F 

Maturity 

Leeds & Hotbec ' S 

0113 225 7777 

Fired Rate Bond 

2 tear 

£l/)00 

6.85F 

to' 

Covertly BS 

0345 665522 

Fired Rrie Bond 

30/11/39 

£1,000 - 

. 730F 

to- - 

H 


• v*.jr 





Sun Banking Co<p 

01438 744505 

Fixed Rate TESSA 

5 yeas 

£8,575 

7.50F 

to 

NatWestBank 

0800*0400 

Fixed Rate TESSA 

5 years 

£5,000 

. 7.45F 

to 

KmwghamMkMtres 

064672)721 

Inflation Beatar 

5 years 

£1.000 

7JQ0 

to 

PrmdpafityBS 

01222344188 


5 years 

£500 

6^0 

to 


Sun Banking Cop 

01438 744505 

Fired Rate TESSA 

5 yeas 

£9.000 

. 7.50F 

to - . 

Wed Bromwich BS 

0121607 2415 

Fixed Rate TESSA 

5 yean 

£3,000 

7.45F 

to '• 

Nafional Ctwnties BS 

01372 747771 


5 yeas 

£9,000 

720 

to 

Bhmintfiani Mjdshnes 

0645 720721 

Inflation Beater 

5 years 

hMMaare 

£1,000 

7.00 

to . 

Prwrtum Life . 

0800838020 


1 year 

£10,000 

■ 525FH 

Yaa 

Phantom Life 

-0800 838020 


2 yea 

£10.000 

5.70FN 

to 

Prennumlife 

0800 838020 

• 

3 years 

£10.000 

5.75FN 

to 

Premhmlife 

0800 838020 


4 years 

£10.000 

5.90FN 

to. . . 

Premium Life 

0800 838020 


5 years 

£50,000 

6.30FN 

tear 








N’tastie Bank Gibraltar 

00 35076168 

Nora Access 

Instant . 

£25,000 

6.30 

Year . 

Northern Rock Goan 

01481 714600 

Offshore 30 

30 day 

£25,000 

625 

to 

Derbyshire (IQM) Ltd 

01624 663432 

90 Day Notice 

90 Day 

£25,000 

6.55 

to 

Northern Rock Guam ' 

01481 714600 

MQIemiium Bond 

awssw-a, 0 ■ 

1/1/D0 

£10.000 

7.50F 


BRSMnnci’iiBw 

Investment Accounts 


Mas 

1 month 


4-75 • 






£500 

525 

to 





£25,000 

5.50 

tear 

Income Bonds 



3 months 

£2,000 

6.00 

Month 





£25.000 

625 

Month 

Capital Bond 


Series J 

5 yeas 

£100 

6.65F 

Maturity 

First Option Bonds 


- 

12 months 

£1,000 ' 

GjOOF 

to 





£20.900 

625F 

to 

Pensioner’s Ctaed Income Bond 

Series^ 

5year 

£500 

7.0QF 

Month 

NS Certificafes {tax-free) 


43rd issue 

5 yea 

£100 

5.35F 

Maturity 

- 


9th IndorUnked 

5 year 

£100 -• 

220+rpi Maturity 

(Ml ten's Bond 


Issue H 

5 yea 

£25 

6.75F 

Maturity 
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Cars without steering wheels? 



It’s not such a mad idea. By Gavin Green 


ban 
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** steels, one of which 
you hold. This is a fact, just like oranges 
are orange, apples are round and is 
vl * fruitcake. The only motoring apostate of 

$ JSj^ihas been Reliant, whose cars mostly have 
i only three wheels m contact with the tarmac. Bat 

‘ ISM" Pliant, you realise that the old 
adage does hold true. And the more yon drive a 
Reliant, the dearer the message. 

years *8^ there were no motoring 
rules . Because car makers had nothing to copy, 
they were forced to innovate and experiment Seme 
car makers tried tricycles. And others, believe it 
or not, didn t have steering wheels. 

In last weekend's Brighton Run, restricted to cars 
made before 1905, most of the vehides that splut- 
tered and farted their way through London and 
down to the south coast used tillers to steer. I drove 
one, an 1899 Fiat We didn’t get very fan a dis- 
tributor problem sidelined us on Brixton Road, 
barely three miles from the Hyde Park stare But 
our London to Brixton run proved one thing- talers 
are a surprisingly sensible way to steer a car. 

Mercedes-Benz, the world’s oldest car maker, 
thinks so too. It has just unveiled a concept car 
called the F200 which dispenses with awheel and 
instead uses an aircraft-style joystick. 

On the old Fiat, the tiller is actually one of the 
easiest controls on the car. On this car, you hold a 
little handle on the tiller. You turn the handle the 
way you want the car to go, the tiller revolves and, 
presto, yew change direction. The steering is sharp 
- much sharper than on most modem care which 
suffer from appallingly mushy steering response. It’s 
also light, helped by the car’s low weight 
The Fiat’s other controls aren't so easy. While 
your left hand works the tiller, the right has to grap- 
ple with the hand throttle, the gear lever, the hand 
i operated brake, and levers to control the engine’s 
t fuel mixture and the ignition riming - The Fiat’s 
overriding safety feature is that you mil never fall 
asleep behind the tiller there’s so much to do all 
the time that you never get bore<L 
One of its novelties is its “total loss" oil 
system. There is no recirculating oil 
supply. Instead it is either burnt 
or discarded. The upshot is 
that every four miles or so 
you have to stop, to top up 
the oQ. It is not so much 
a total loss system as a . 
dead loss system. It also 
makes for very slippery 
roads and very dirty 
exhausts. 

The Fiat is also slow. 

Its little two-cylinder engine, 
vibrating away under your bottom, 
is good enough for a top speed of 
about 30roph. In practice, if s not that comfortable 
over 20. The upshot is that, from London to 
Brighton, a pushhbflce wouldbequkien Sc^ for dial- • 
matter, would a horsedrawn carriage. Yon some- 
times wonder how care ever caught oo. .. 

One thing that did catch on was the steering 
wheel It replaced the tiller for a number of reasons, 
not least that more leverage could be had with a big 
revolvuig wheel and a geared steering box than with 
a simple stick. Nowadays, all care have steering 
j wheels. Why? They just do. Itis an example of the 
; simple unquestioning conformity that has blighted •' 

^ the car industry and made it so conservative. That's 
* why Mercedes’ proposal is so refreshing:' 

Wheels are actually silly ways to steer, given 
modem electronics. First and most important, they 
are potentially dangerous. In bad accidents, many 
people die from head juries incurred by hitting 
steering wheels. The airbag has partly obviated the 
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about 3Gmph. In practice, it’s not that comfortable also a big versatility benefit The joystick is in the 
over 20. The upshot is that, from London to centre console which means that either the dri 
Brighton, a pushrbflce wouldbequidcen So, for that- ver-or the front^eat !f passenger ?L coidd drive the 
matter, would a horsedrawn carriage. Yon some- vehicle without changing seats. There are also 

side sticks” in the F2QG - joysticks in the inte- 
One thing that did catch on was the steering riordoor trims on both sides of the car, although 
wheel It replaced the tiller for a number ofreasons, to my mind this is unnecessary complication 
not least that more leverage could be had with a big Other advantages of the joystick include speed of 
revolving wheel and a geared steeringbax than with response - braking is immediate, as there's no 
a simple stick. Nowadays, all care have steering time delay in moving your foot from one pedal 
wheels. Why? They just do. Itis an example of the to another. And, ss there is no mechanical con- 
simple unquestioning conformity that has blighted •' nection between the steering and the suspension 
the car industry arid made it so conservative. That’s wheel vibrations and movement do not corrupt 

niKv Momvloc' nmnnral k cn n*fi nshffMF " StCCDDg fee].- ■ 

There are many other clever, clean-sheet ideas 
modern electronics. First and most important, they on F200 - Mercedes’ vision for a 21st-century car. 
are potentially dangerous. In bad accidents, many They include swing-out-and-lift doors which give 
people die from head juries incurred by hitting much better access to the cabin, headlamps which 
steering wheels. The airbag has partly obviated the change illumination with speed and can see around 
problem, but only partly. Much better to do away -comers, a magnetic card instead of door and igni- 
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with the steering wheel altogether. 

Mercedes’ joystick electronically controls the 
steering. Push right to rum right, left to turn left 
- simple. The joystick also replaces conventional 
pedals. Tb go faster, push the joystick forward. To 
brake, pull it back. Deleting conventional brake and 
throttle pedals is another safety boon. Pedals can 
cause horrific foot and leg injmies in severe acci- 
dents. They’re also incredibly indirect and clumsy 
ways of controlling going and stopping. 

The joystick also serves up more comfort for the 
driver. The lack of pedals means that the seating 
position can be more comfortable, especially for 
the feet 


tion keys, a glass roof for superb all-round visibil- 
ity (decfrocbromic glass stops sun intrusion and 
prevents the cabin from getting too hot) and rear 
vision from five mini -cameras with the images 
appearing on dashboard screens. 

All are refreshing ideas, but the joystick is the 
deveresL Of course it would take some getting used 
to. Bur what great idea hasn't? The technology is 
new to motoring, some of it borrowed from aero- 
space (the steering is in effect “drive by wire” as 
with the latest Airbus). The tiller-like joystick idea, 
however, goes back to the dawn of motoring. 
Which just goes to show that sometimes the old 
ideas are still die best ones. 






Bike to 
the future 

Roland Brown previews the 
Motor Cycle show 

T here's no doubt 
about which 
bikes arc the 

star attractions at this 

year's Motor Cycle 
Show, which opens at 
the National 
Exhibition Centre in 
Birmingham today. 

Triumph's pair of Triumph's T595 Daytona 
new three-cylinder 

road-burners, the T595 Heritage Springer holds ii 
Daytona and T509 Speed big !340ec V-twin motor i 1 
Triple, herald the arrival of a chassis featuring 
a second generation of retro-style “springer" frnn 

superbikes from the forks. For the first lime at 

Leicestershire firm, six the NEC there wilt also h 

years after it brought a line of Harley-powered 

British motorcycle Buell sports bikes. The 

manufacturing back from company founded by 
the dead. former Harley engineer 

A sleek. 955cc £9,649 Erik BueJJ j.s nim pan- 

sports machine, the T595 owned by Hurley. 

Daytona is set to do battle Ducat i, Europe's most 

with the fastest superbikes famous builder of V-tw ins 
from Italy and Japan. The has been boosted by an 

T595‘s 1 2-\ ahc. tlohc engine injection of money "from 
is 3 fuel-injected version of America. Its main new 
the prev ious Daytona unit, model is the ST2. a 
tuned with help from Lotus sports-tourer powered by 

to produce 12Sbhp. fuel-injected motor 

Triumph's other producing u fairly modest 

newcomer, the T509 Speed 83bhp. Other Italian 
Triple is an unfaired attractions include Nloto 

roadster whose twin Guzzi's V 1 1) Ccnniu ro 

headlamps give an roadster and Bimotu's 

aggressive look, with an radical 500 V Due. a 
8S5ce three-cylinder engine, “clean-burning" two-strok 

Japan's brightest show sportster, plus stylish 

stars come from Suzuki, scooters from Vespa, ltalji 

whose TL 10005 sportster and Piaggio. 

combines a I23bhp V-twin Aprilia has a new versic 
engine with a racy chassis of its 650 Pegaso trail bike 
based on a lightweight and the Italian firm will 

aluminium frame. The TL also assemble BMW's 
features fuel-injection and F65QST Strada. a 
an innovative rear 
damping system. 

The NEC will 
provide most show- 
goers with their first 
view of Honda's 
1997-model CBRll 
100XX Super 
Blackbird. Their 
six-cylinder F6C 
roadster is even 
more outrageous; a Bhnota’s radical 500 V Due 
gigantic, naked roadster 

powered by the flat-six road-oriented version of 
engine from the Gold Wing the popular dual-purpose 
tourer. For those who F650 single. But it is 


Heritage Springer holds its 
big I340cc V-twin motor in 
a chassis featuring 
retro-style "springer" front 
forks. For the first lime at 
the NEC there will also be 
a line of Harley-powered 
Buell sports bikes. The 
company founded by- 
former Hurley engineer 
Erik Buc]J is mm- part- 
owned by Hurley. 

Ducat i, Europe's most 
famous builder of V-tw ins. 
has been boosted by an 
injection of money from 
America. Its main new 
model is ihc ST2. a 
sports-tourer powered by a 
fuel-injected motor 
producing a fairly modest 
83bhp. Other Italian 
attractions include Nloto 
Guzzi's Vll> Centauro 
roadster and Bimotu's 
radical 500 V Due. a 
“clean-burning" two-stroke 
sportster, plus stylish 
scooters from Vespa, ltaljet 
and Piaggio. 

Aprilia has a new version 
of its 650 Pegaso trail bike, 
and the Italian firm will 
also assemble BMW's 
F650ST Strada. a 
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Top and inset; the Mercedes F200 wftft aircraft-style joystick. Below: Gavm 
Green (wit the hat) takes the tiller on the London to Brighton run. 


prefer their superbikes 
lighter and sportier, the 
VTR1000 FireStorm rivals 
Suzuki' s TL1000S by 
wrapping a water-cooled 
V-twin engine in a stylish 
package. 

Yamaha has only one 
real newcomer the 
XVS650 Drag Star, a long, 
low Hariey-Davjdson 
replica cruiser developed 
from the popular XV535. 
Kawasaki is aiming for the 
budget market with the 
ER-S, a SOOoc 
twin-cylinder commuter 
bike that has just gone on 
sale for £3695. Kawasaki's 
only other new model is 
the ZRXI100, an unfaired 
four-cylinder retro bike 
whose raised handlebars 
and twin rear suspension 
units recall American 
superbike racing of the 
early Eighties. 

Harley-Davidson has a 
new model designed to 
look even more ancient 
than all the others. The 


road-oriented version of 
the popular dual-purpose 
F650 single. But it is 
BMW’s other new bike, the 
sporty four-cylinder 
K12G0RS. that will create 
more comment for its 
fuel-injected engine’s 
output of 130bhp - making 
this the first model to 
breach BMW’s 
self-imposed lOObbp limit. 

In his Motor Cycle Show 
opening speech four years 
ago, then Transport 
Minister Kenneth Carlisle 
criticised Triumph’s latest 
1200cc sportster for being 
excessively powerful. 
However. accident figures 
did not support him and 
manufacturers continued 
to develop more powerful 
machines, and superbike 
sales have risen. Now even 
conservative BMW has 
decided that if you can’t 
beat them, you might as 
well join in, loo. 

The Motor Cycle Slnnc, 
National Exhibition Cmrrv. 
Birmingham, 9-17 Ncnvmbcr, 
10am -6pm ( £10!£5. 1 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Hand y Home & Office Step Ladders 

- From £14,95 (me p+p) 



HOW TO ORDER j Expiry Dm. 

Fill m Ite coupon lod lead Losttfaer with cheqne or - 

portal order*. NO CASH ptewem- i hame _ 

WE nmerBOBSTT STEP LADDER CK^niJEBSSl. - \ ADDRESS 
HOUSE. LOMBARD ROAD. LONDON SWL9JIZ. ' | 

134 tan a day. 7 day* ■ wesW-Ws w*Mre**es . i . 

intis UK orjly Pfcmc alto* np » 28 *sy» for 4eUvoy _ t _ - 


Manufactured from lighTwe*^n bat extremely sturdy 
white powder costed square tubular steel, these superb 
step ladders will ptove to be iadispaisible around ibe 
home, office or garden. Both size ladders fold away to 
an incredibly dim IV* tor easy storage and incorporeie 
extra deep steps for safety. Individual step measure- 
menu axe 8" deep x 1 1 V wide. 

Tte 2-step measures IS” from floor to top step, with an 
overall height of 32” including safety hand rail and is 
available for just £1435. The 3-step measures 27*^" • 
fitna flow tg top step, with an overall height of 41" . . 
iudodnjg safety band rail and u on offer for just £ 1935 
Both Taddeo are wonderful value for money and 
include delivery. 


PlMMiiw 2-3cpLnMcr<if each acpftp. 

3-StepU«tfl»)®£»9S5e*c6JDCp*p. 

Icucbsc a erased fihfi^ne lar £___ tadtesoa back) nude payable to: 
NEWSPAPER PUBUaCNC OND 7M) . 

my AmrtVIsn by AM afflooaL My canl umaber K • 
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motoring 


Car Accessories 


GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 




Car Accessories 


weissenfels 


Probably the world’s easiest 
fitting snow chains. 

DON’T GET 
CAUGHT OUT 
THIS WINTER 


For our colour brochures 

Tel: (01732) 884408 

Snswcfrons l:J.. AVoAc.tt R'Xid. Bcrouqfi Grrcr. X'ent TN15 SfG 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 

3D DAISY HIU DfllVE. CHORLEV PR6 ONE 


ABA 817 1,650 
AD 7938 1,600 
AEHS3A 4S 
AJM326A 2SS 
835 ALX 1A50 


RUD Chains Ud. ■ John Wilson Business Park 
Whitstable, Kent CIS 3QT ■ Thanet Way • Unit 10-12 
Telephone (0 1227) 2766 1 1 ■ Facsimile (0 1227) 276586 



PHONE Cl12£,? JSJJ05 PHONE MOST AHC FLUS V.A.T 
FAJC 01257 47-J7i5 FAX ALL AflE PLUS TRANSFER 


Mazda 


MAZDA CHOICE 

UK s Urges! Choir? of Used 
M\-o, MX-6, MX-3, etc 


Free Phone 
0800 323 626 


SAAB 


SAAB Largest Srtactian In 
Anglo. BucUnghun Stanley Can- 
briOgo. 0(223 235258/840002 
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While thumbing its nose at well-wom myths about spending power in the north, Leeds has kept its feet firmly cm the ground 


PHOTOGRAPHS; JUSTIN SLEE/QUZEUAN 


Spending time in Yorkshire 


Spendthrift goes to Leeds 


L eeds is without doubt a thriving 
northern city, well into a period of 
regeneration that's seen the city 
grow in affluence and stature. A 
great club scene and flourishing designer 
market have also camt it the title of 
“hippest city in England", and it has 
recently been “chosen" by Harvey Nicks. 
But while thumbing its nose at well-wom 
myths about spending power in the north. 
Leeds has kept iuTfcci firmly on the 
ground. A detour through the decidedly 
unprusfwrous Calls area, south of Boar 
Lane, will cause any visitor to do the same. 

The city centre boasts one of the 
largest areas of pedestrianisation in Eng- 
land. and is extremely shopper-friendly. 
You're never far from a decent cafe for 
a hit of a sit down, and car parks are plen- 
tiful, though they fill up quickly. There are 
four staple shopping centres, including the 
rather down-at-hcci Merrion and the 
improved Headrow centre. To get a taste 
of the New Leeds though, head for the 
beautifully restored arcades of the Vic- 
toria Quarter. The Com Exchange and 
Granary Wharf (permanent shops and 
stalls), which is tucked down behind the 
station by the Leeds-Uverpool canal and 
really comes to life at the weekend. 

Harvey Nichols, The Victoria Quarter 
(0113-204 8888) 

Part “international lifestyle store”, part 
local attraction, this is the icing on Leeds’ 


designer cake. The huge crowds contain 
a core of well-heeled*' ladies obviously 
relieved not to have to trek down to Lon- 
don for their Ferretti or their Jean Muir. 
The building's definitely stylish, but it feels 
rather small, especially in the food mar- 
ket on the fourth floor, where most of the 
actual buying was going on. One lady in 
particular, who thought it would be “all 
nice sausages and that", wasn't impressed. 
“Might as well go to Tescos,” she said. 

Music 

Knock on Wood Global Music Supplies 
Granary Wharf (0113-242 9146) 

The first permanent shop to open in the 
Wharf-in 1988 -is a Wjrid Music extrav- 
aganza. There are Djembe drums (£150 
-£270), a Gambian Balafon at £45, Did- 
jeridus from £135 and lots of smaller 
wood and wind instruments. Everything 
in here produces sound, even the token 
box of Whoopie cushions! 

Jumbo Records, St John's Centre 
(0113-245 5570) 

A good, popular independent and one of 
the few that could still be called a “record 
shop”. It has a pretty useful vinyl section 
as well as an excellent jazz CD section. 
Jumbo has managed to keep its CD 
prices competitive: chart and new 
releases averaee £13.99 (the new REM 
album is £12.99). 


Specialist Shops 

Kirkgate Stamp Co, 30 County Arcade, 
Victoria Quarter (0113-245 5404} 
When it started 25 years ago, the business 
was strictly stamps'. Having diversified, it 
would now rather be known as the Leeds 
collector's shop. It deals in miLiraria 
(Indian dagger circa 1800 at £40), coins, 
medals and cigarette cards. There's a 
neatly catalogued and varied postcard col- 
lection. and a medal-mounting service. 

id Aromatics, 12 New Station Street 
(0113-242 4983) 

One of the first specialist wholesale and 
retail aromatherapy businesses in the coun- 
try, stocking over 100 essential oils (cam- 
phor, £1.60, to valerian. £9.50 for 10ml). as 
well as exotic and perfume oils, and their 
own blends (Zodiac at £2.50). They often 
stock unusual and “limited edition” oils too. 
Qualified aromatherapist Carolyn Swain is 
on hand to offer free advice and a mixing 
service to order, for a tiny charge of 35p. 

The Condom Shop, Com Exchange 
(0113-244 6532) 

It's a sad fact that Brits have a hard time 
with rubbers. It seems quite appropriate 
that for a nation of titterere, a condom- 
come-joke shop should provide a safe 
space for buying. As well as the usual 
brands you’D find Glow in the Dark Tick- 
lers (£2.25 for one), and Tbpaz, the rev-.. 


olutionaiy new condom at £4.99 for six. 
Alongside these are plenty of rudy games 
like “Bonk”, phallic candles (£4.99) and 
sweet willies. 

Jewellery 

Craft Centre and Design Gallery, City Art 
Gallery, The Headrow (0113-247 8241) 
Selected by the Crafts Council, the Gallery 
has been going for 15 years and specialises 
in displays of contemporary jewellery by 
British designers, currently shewing designs 
in silver, white metal and bronze. The 
atmosphere is un-fussy, and the works are 
notjust exhibition pieces. Prices range from 
£10 all the way up to £5,500. 

Food and Drink 

The Tripe Shop, Leeds City Market 
(0113-244 0436) 

The sale of tripe is still going strong, and 
here you'll get other food stuffs that can't 
be found at Tfesco, or any branch of Har- 
vey Nicks for that matter. Tripe is only 26p 
a quarter, and maws, or mouth parts, are 
28p. Other delicacies are chitterlings (pig 
intestines) and elder (udders). 

Beer Paradise, Granary Wharf {0113- 
242 9572) 

A shop for adventurous beer drinkers 
stocking over 700 varieties from around 
the world,, including Russian and 
Indonesian. There are about 350 Belgian 

* - • . ■ i. ■ ■■ . 


beers. Like Duval, hailed as the “best 
. beer in thewarid” (£1:49). They also sell 
Whiskey BMr and Tea Beer. Green 
Beer, .wbpji is completely natural, is 
brewed. 17th-century .recipe, and 
. contains ^^rly 20 herbs and spices 
(also £L43fe Visit Paradise and find 
yourself in Oops heaven. 

.. ' ; ^ ; . 

Gifts arid Accessories 

Spunky Monkey, 97 Briggate 
(0113-244 0701) 

After the promise of the name and bright 
green exterior, the substance of Spunky 
Monkey is essentially run of the mill mis- 
cellany: candles, mobiles, incense etc. Oh 
and wood, lots of wood. It’s a menagerie 
of carved animals, from the tiniest mouse 
to a pair of life-sized Alsatians. A place 
to visit if you need a gift for a friend with 
one of those pig or cat obsessions. 

Clothes 

Leeds is blessed with branches of all the 
main higib -street retailers (G& A, Bhs, 
Debenhams, Next). Designer frenzy is 
reflected in the high' proportion of 
exclusive boutiques (Aspects, Olivers), 
most of which are in the Victoria Quar- 
ter You don't have to look for to find 
Karen Milieu, Paul Smith orTfed Baker. 
However, there are. some whorthwbile 
alternatives. 


Exit, The Com Exchange 
(0113-246 9301) 

A clothes and accessaries shop for serious 
snow and skateboarders, where baggy rules 
overskimpyandeveiythinghasalabeLAI^r- 
veit, or Smmer Style T-shirt is £25, piusawfcfe 
selection of Oakley Thermo-nuctear Protec- 
tion. Rx- these who need tribe cod, but wamt 

Grin, The Com Exchange 
(0113-246 7470) ( 

Religion streetwear “for. movers and 
groovers". Flower-power love shirts fotf 
£24, ex-HM Prison orange (naturally) 1$ 
shirts with obligatory star are only £4.99, 
and guaranteed to ding. New and second- 
hand flack trousers from £10. 

Bookshops 

Mr Miles Antiquarian Bookshop - 
12 Great George Street 
(0113-245 5327) 

Mr Miles has been around since 1870. It’s 
quite spacious and has a fitting “old 
library” feel to it. As weU asa lot of sec- 
ond-hand and good bargain books, they 
also keep rare, antiquarian and collectors 
books. Prices obviously vary, but a signed, 
extremely limited edition of Dylan 
Thomas's 7/x Country Sleep costs £1,000. 

Leeds Tourist information 0113-242 5242 

Liza Millett 
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The Book of the 
•Out Now 


HEART OF BRITAIN is an amazing 
portrait of life in Britain in 1 996, captured \ 
in hundreds of extraordinary photographs 
taken by ordinary people. 


In a single week in July - Heart 
of Britain Week - thousands , 
pictured the way we Jive, J 
love, laugh and cope with JB 
life today. 

Now the very best of £. 

them have been • 

gathered into a M 

beautiful hardback m 
book you, your m 

friends and family m 
will treasure. m 
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tells a storyand|^^ 
helps save a life I 


All photographs were sent in, with a donation, to the Heart of 
competition in support of Royal Brampton Hospital, the leading edge in heaii*: 
.411 royalties from the sale of this book go to fight Britain s biggest kittti. 


AVAILABLE NOW from branches ofWH Smith, Menzies, Dillons, Waterstones 
and other good bookshops across the nation. 


DON’T THROW IT AWAY! 


30% of Britain's annual domestic rubbish is paper- 

and half of that is old newspapers. 

The obvious answer is to recycle them. 

The newspaper industry is committed to recydinq 
We're used to thinking of old newspapers as a waste 
product - instead we should look at them 
as a resource - a valuable one. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION DIAL THE EAX BACK NUMBER 0839 393038 

OR WRITE TO: J WVENHALL ROAD. WESTLEA. SWINDON. SN5 7BD 
TELEPHONE: 01793 87922$ FAX: 01793 886182 

***** by the NEWSPRINT* NEWSPAPER INDUSTRY ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION GROUP 
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THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND • 


SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER 1996 


shopping 



Charity begins in the post 

Jenny McClean on how Christmas cards are vital money raisers 



i 
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T he Royal Mail aad Christmas 
rard manufacturers predict (hat 

we will be sending more seasonal 
greetings the year than ever before 

proportion of them 
Will be chanty cards. But how much of 
*e average £L50 to £5 for a packet of 
10 goes to the charities? 

The Charity Christmas Card Coun- 

jnl, known as 4C, is reputedly the 
largest and oldest umbrella charity 
card sales organisation in Britain Set 
up m 1970, it now has a membership 
of more than 100 registered charities 
as diverse as the Worldwide Fund for 
Nature and the National Asthma 
Campaign. Non-profit retaining, 4C 
returns 17 to 45 per cent of the VAT- 
exclusive retail price to members. 

Costs are kept down by free sea- 
sonal loans of vacant premises staffed 
by volunteers, says 4C spokesman 
Neville Bass. “But now the retail mar- 
ket is booming, these temporarily 
vacant sites are much harder to find. 
We have had to pull out altogether in 
Belfast - because of the economic 


recovery, not the political situation.” 

When It comes to Christinas cards, 
tradition wins hands down. Mr Bass 
has noticed no significant change in 
content or design over the years. “But 
shoppers are becoming more discern- 
ing and want quality materials. Christ- 
mas cards are no longer. price sensi- 
tive as they were during the recession. 
And we send feedback to our mem- 
bers: a lot of research is going into 
what customers want.” 

There are signs, too, of the caring 
Nineties. “Over the past decade.” 
says Mr Bass, “companies have been 
making a point of sending cards that 
are more ethically oriented and which 
have a more international flavour. 
They see it as an investment.* 7 

Altruism or a shrewd business 
move, the main thing is that charities 
are benefiting. Susan Burton, who 
administers card safes for The 
National Autistic Society through 4C 
and Cards for Good Causes with a 
return of 35 to 55 per cent, reports a 
strong rise in corporate business and 


generously points out that some com- 
panies have always been charity-con- 
scious. “Christmas cards are extremely 
important to us - they not only make 
money but generate publicity." Some- 
thing that is hard to put a price on. 

Charities benefit considerably more 
if we buy direct from them or a non- 

C “t retaining agent rather than 
high-street retailers who slap on 
an average 100 per cent mark-up. But 
Claire Jarvis, speaking for Oxfam, 
pointed out that most charities are 
pragmatic about this commercialism. 
“It’s not realistic to expect retailers to 
sell at no profit. We may only get lOp 
in the pound but it’s lOp wc would not 
otherwise have got. And having other 
outlets increases public awareness." 

By comparison, of each pound spent 
on cards from one of Oxfam’s own 
shops 17.5p goes in VAX 30p in pro- 
duction costs and 55p to the charity’s 
funds. Last year Oxfam Trading sold 
£4.75m worth of cards with a gross 
profit of £225 m. 

Some stores offer their own brand 


charity . cards. Boots the Chemists, 40 
per cent of whose range carries a char- 
ity contribution, are supporting the 
RNIB this year, though still only lOp 
in the pound goes to the charity. 
However, cards can raise funds a sec- 
ond time around through the recycling 
bins available in 1,300 of the com- 
pany’s stores during January and Feb- 
ruary. Money raised from recycled 
cards will go towards planting com- 
munity forests. 

The card industry is an important 
money-spinner and provides jobs, loo, 
but If you really want to control where 
your money goes, revamp last year’s 
used stock with some stiff card and 
glue or spend a creative afternoon 
with your children designing your 
own, then send the money saved direct 
to your favourite good cause. Blue 
Peter would be proud of you. 

Charities Advisory Trust ( 0171-794 
9835) 

4C ( 0171-336 7580) 

Cards for Good Causes (01962 862272) 



How much of the money goes to the charities? 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


classified * Christmas gift guide 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Pood & Wine 
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matvp French vineyard. 
Quality wme and great fun. 

A UNIQUE GIFT 

For a bmdaire ring 
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02. Who |udga your awmaor 

S chan your Btar* 



XL and Large INS heavy weigh* cottoa T-Shirts. 
£1439 indndmg postage. Lots more designs and 
colours. Write or phone for a free catalogue. 24 hr 
tine. 01426 972395 P.O.Box 75 MflnchesterM21 9RJ. 


Fashion 


Pure Villi Tics. 
The l ines! Gill. 




A SEYMOUR 


genuinely 
custom tailored 

EXACT :OEEVE LENGTH. / 

COBKECT BOOT SEE.:. : — ✓ 

CHOICE OF OOUAR SHAPES——/ 

CHOKE OF FBOCTSTTIES-. ✓ 

CHOKE OF CUT STYIK / 

CHOW OFSHOHDER HT / 

QtOlCX Of BODY LENGTH —~S 

CHOICE OF «0QPABBK3 ✓ 

TAILS OS SQl'ASE BOTTOMS. — / 
ru suwdabd “ a®* ms / 

AFTER SALES SERVICE / 

IMPECCABLY HAM) CFT * SEWN./ 
And of com: 

THE RNEST QUALITY 

ALSO MADE TO 


Bm nri ncBMaant la a Rboad 
(dandy Mnoapham. 

Tha brent price to tha country: 
G8t Vouchees HOC. 

Tel: 0113 2310000 
0860 815530 


04. "Who uatt oga oM mattiods 
and only ttw Snoot tagredMsr 



(?f>^\rboT\i\el 


Chocolates that say it all. 

Your por-;onal Clirisima< spelt 

out in foil covered chocolate letters. 
Telephone for our intern.ition.il mail 
order -ervico and Christmas I M. it you 
mention i lie Independent advert when 
ordering you will receive a L5 discount oft 
the postal charge. 




< >: I..-, ; I- \r. 

,’s I S!i«l. 

; hlUfiT 

l.vcr -1 !“I ■ 


BABAR ASTERIX MADELINE 

Delightful coDection of books, cassettes and videos, 
in English and French editions, cuddly toys, 
bedlinens, tics, watches, posters, party ware and 
ceramics. 

Catalogue £ 2 , refundable against purchase from: 

Toss Mes /unis. PO Box 154, Paxnhun, Surrey GU9 8 YD 

Tet 01252 733 188 

As selected by The Independent, 

Best MaB Order Companies for Christmas 1995 


Unusual Gifts 


DON’T BUY SOCKS 
THIS XMAS! 


Try One of These- 

★ Skydiving 

★ Paragtlcflng 

★ Bungee Jump 

★ Whitewater Ratting 
and other vouchers from 

onfy£2SM 

Call the ADREMALM voucher 
Co. NOWIoll. 

017687 71336 

tfwrto oul raving Am, leave a 
massage, or mg 

0370 630735 


POCKET W Yll II 

M A\I)S .... 


podxl wMchan t 

an UMlccMun. 
wide bod 
tOTml vmI 
Write nr 'phone 
luraaWw 

vbowmjran^t 

afdcMpB 
and nwk 

HAlPFXtXN HFJTIVA1AIM 

TEL/FAX 015827422)1 


Q3. ‘WMMBter nfdng? Who < 
ghie yoa thMtfvW 



Unusual Gifts 


Unusual Gifts 


ROSIE NIEPER T-SHIRTS 


-t. oTcy dci ? iiin 


Reservoir Cats 

by Whistling Fish 


White 

100 “ft 

cotton. 

Sire XL £16.99. 
pip 11 95 per 

crdO:'. 

WRITE OR 
PHONE QUOTING 
■HOI TOR FREE 
CATALOGUE WITH 
LOTS MCR 5 
DESIGNS 


12 /.’ULSTER RD. TEDDIMGTONV MIDDX. TW 11 9 LL 




MAP MEASURERS 




msMm i 


sissssisss 





Games 


raSn, Everything forth* 
.,./•»/ CHESS or BRIDGE 
enthusiast 

Send for FREE 
Mail Order 
catalogue from 

CHESS & 
BRIDGE LTD 

369 EugIot Road 
London NW1 3AR 
0171-388 2404 
RETAIL SHOP f || 
OPEN I0am€pm f — ^ 
Monday to S&mlay r " i 
• maft ehaa*5Bf*s#M8)inst— ^ 


TRADITIONAL ROCKNG HORSES 

Real Leather & Brass Accessories 
Genuine Horsehair Mane & Tail 

Hand-made to order 

Ring: 01372 454722 





THE INDEPEND^ 

Win a Prize . ■ 

In Our Easy- 
To Enter 
Christmas 
Competition 

The Independent in association with 
Royal Warrant holders 


of Old Bond Street, London, is offering 
a sDecial bos of hand-made chocolates 
cverv Sunday until 8th December in. our 
tErtmas Gift Guide Competition. 
Every week the first correct postraid 
pulled out of the Christmas sack will win 

the special prize. . 

How to Enter 

There are five questions, numbered 
one to five, hidden amongst the 
Christmas Gift Guide, advertisements. 
Once vou have found them, you must 
find the answers. These are located 
within the advertisements. Send your 
answers, together with your. name, 
address and daytime telephone 
number on a postcard to: 

Christmas Gift Guide Competition No. 5 
Marketing Department, 19th Floor, 
The Independent 

One Canada Square; Canary Wharf, : 

London B14 SDL 

Closing date for Competition No. S; is 
Thursday. ! 4th November 1996 


Fhr Sales 


THE DUFFLECOAT COMPANY 

The finest English 
rfu/Hecoats made by 
GloveralL Cardinal 
Red and Navy Blue 
(as shown) £139-95. 
Postage and 
packing £3.00. 

Also available in 
Conifer, CaroeL 
Charcoal, and Teal. 
Size 3 r to 48-. 

Visa, Access, Amex. 
7 day despatch. 

Call for full 
brochure. 

To order call us on 

131 23LS 0171 498 8191 

The Duffleodat Company, 140 Battersea Park 
Road, London SWjl 4NB. Fax 0171 498 0990 




House and Home 


I Is your bed HARO & UNCOMFORTABLE? 

I Herels tf» answer to Wse sfaqfess night 
g ampty ky a custom mala SUP® SOFT 
I MATTRESS 0VB0AY on your adsfing 



HAND PAINTED 
SILK TIES 



GENUINE TOP QUALITY 

NORWEGIAN SWEATERS 


SALE! 

;:0.v£39 

CR'jI'.iL. 

FISHEF.VAMS SW” ATE5S 
iMrOSTED -30” NCF'.VAY 
THICK. CHiJNfiV. WA?V ft 
C0M?0RT-BLE 

■.Vrit- pw# f.:r ^ * 
jolcur r: h'Cf fo-.Tt 
Sorbic^n Tr«dinn : :::j\ 
:tr. r.nr.-.re.Tti hcmc. Sei:-'.?> 
Cormvl!l P:.i? 4-*i 
TEL 0175 2 



NEWSPAPERS 



V I WTw go a toy new h*nfere7 W» can (A® 

* I your feed old site a ww lease o* by drapi 
■ |iu>f»i Ayfh(iin«aa^aM«awWaM.'nw»wa 

1 I lO* as GOOD AS tew and ,0^1 SAVE A FOR- 

* |TUtt BdSalrfs Preralflr DiRSTrTO YOUR HOUE 

I CusNon Repteamert Service «* mate your lew 

cusNon Hngs to your exaa req^amerts. \bu can 


coBectOwm NATIONWIDG .and express then 



FOB THE MAN WHO THINKS 
HE HAS EVERYTHING 
Personalised Hand Galled Beer 
Your unique message printed on 
the label 

No additive, or preservatives, 



Available in AS Bookshops 
or for further details 


Tel: 01273 6S5300 



Recently acquired, thu hen sands 16cm 
(6'/«") high, an tram a Sauna original 
it depicts Ibdmiir Uyirfa Wyanov. (1870- 
1924) more popnbrly known as Lenm. 
caw of die makers of the 20th Century. 

Ideal For students, historians. coHecron 
and admirers of the former USSR. 

Available far: £29.95 + £2.95 p+p. Allow 10 days lor delivery. 
Orders to: Clockwork l Steam, The OM Bakery. M Brackfcy Id. 
hwaner. heahaus HHQ 60/ fet 01317 3S009B fir 0132 7 3JUW 


kmii 


ASTROLOGY 


Knrviw >m .MSmolipjl 
Owl and r,ivwrtlj pn*lr 
|mlaiml Nm)* pin-tip Bi*. 
Tonr. rhn-.n Both 4»1 .feuwoumm 
kjld-ilrno 
Appnninuklv |r. phw pjppv 
C,«rr[jf<r mih htiuin 
Ulrol Iru iha Umr-nol 
jnJ ftimul LJH . Onh H1W 


w a 

[*7jnrrw.i 


PHIL PRICE 





ApptnurJ Oy VTA Lrt. 

01 547 550 300 

Co*1 Hurbour, LLg/igunKo, 
Knljhton, Pew)*!, LD7 1TD 


520 Parley Way. { 
Croydon CB04RE1 


FREEPHONE 
0300 $16355 



01 S 1 -766 7 £96 


A BIRTHBATE Nowepopor. Froo- 
ptone (OSOO; BOBRN. 

A nmnpopor me very day 
Ifwy wore tXHTK Of 77 72E2626. 


Books 






. N broch 


Use and T7Dr\m4 
improve your X; XVXIjX^i IX 




^wHrragf^aja^cmj^ 





06. ■What eon you um R you toft 
waft, run or ABUT 


Lancashire Reprodncfioos Ltd. Free ^°^ e r , , 

EmaiL lancrep®dircon.cojik 0800-137621 


Le plaisir stop prendre 


• Read amdes add short widths m French 

• Speak i be bnpugc better 

■ Understand mote of what you bear 

• Lara more about France and French life 
irilA ihe help i/I mi pi/pahir Jnj unique rengr 

of French Icui^uape prvduc.i ' 

La Hr Oatrr-Maatte Lc nupaane ra langur transit-* pour 
la keteun do Royaumc-Uni 

Amdb CasBOtn: Improve your grasp of -ipofcen French while 

driving the car or dong the hmucwork 

Short nonet by famaa Frnch authors: hooks and audio 

rassmo 


Many tnaxslation ,uns to .issist 
COMPREHENSION AND ENJOYMENT 


Details (post fteel from: 


La lir OttOfMaaeht 

FREEPOST, MA 131 1 lh 
Maidstone MEI5 9BR 
Fas: Ult>22 WI922 
TeL 01b£2 6S2I2S -'24 hart 


THE INDEPENDENT 

CHRISTMAS 
££ GIFT 
■n GUIDE 


... With Christmas just around the comer, 
over 1 .4 million Independent and 
Independent on Sunday readers will be 
looking for gift ideas. 

Our Christmas Gift Guide can help you 
promote your products and services to our 
discerning readers. 

The Christmas advertising section appears 
in both the Independent and Independent 
on Sunday on the following Saturdays and 
Sundays:- 

Novembcr 9-10, 16-17. 23-34. 30-1 
December 7-S 

We not only offer special discounts - up to 
25% for 14 insertions - but also our 
Christmas Competition encourages our 
readers to study the advertisements closely. 
To find out more and to book your space- 


call the 

Christmas Gift 
Guide Team 

0171 - 293 2323 
0171 - 293 2344 

Si wre. NRS July '0J • June '% 
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shopping 



SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER' 1 , 996 * THE INDEPENDENT IpNG WEEKEND 





bazaar 



good thing 

Pico Radio, £2935 

Special EFX have 
gone radio ga-ga with 
this human powered 
FM seL available in 
peach, blue, aqua and 
beige. Wind it up - 
like a sort of talking 
pepper por - and the 
battery recharges. 
What a turn on. 

Special EFX 3 

Eaingtrm Park, 
Strafford upon Avon* 
CVS7SET (01789 
450915) 

mad thing 


World Time 
Cufflinks, 

£89.95 

Tiny clocks 
buried in 
silver-plated 
cufflinks - the 
idea being 
that you can 
keep track of 
two time zones at once, hopefully without 
spilling anything. Great for keeping one side 
of your life firmly in British Summer Time. 

Renal Academy of Arts gift catalogue 
( 0151- 708 0555) 



sure tiling 


r 


1 


Shaggy 
chenille scarf, 

£14.9 9 The 
shaggy furry 
look, inspired 
by fashion's 
current 
darling 
Alexander 
McQueen, is 
hitting collars 
everywhere. 

This chenille version is a neat way of 
sidestepping the “is it, isn't it politically 
correct" debate on the use of fur, fake or not. 
It comes in burgundy, navy and black. 

Accessorize (0171-313 3000). 


Six of the best shopping trolleys 




, Wry 



S hopping 
trolleys have 
been dogged 
by their granny 
reputation since the 
beginning, but now 
the fashion pack 
and those who hate 
carrying bags have 
seen the light. 
Professional 
shopper Dale 
Winton of 
Supermarket 
Sweep fame has 
one, as does 
glamour puss Lily 
Savage. The latest 
designs are 
anything but old 
fashioned: you only 
have to look at the 
fabulous selection 
now available in 
every high street to 
realise that Choose 
traditional tartan. 
Choose black and 
gold patent. Choose 
whatever. But take 
the strain out of 
shopping — and roll 
with it. 

raOTOOKAPHER: TONY BUCKINGHAM 
STYLIST: HOLLY DAVIES 



1 Brown and tan 
leatherette shopping 
trolley, £19.99, by 
Marketeer Normally seen 
following little old ladies, but 
now equally likely to be seen at 
the heels or fashionable Prada 
devotees. Available bom Argos 
stores nationwide (01908 
600161). 


2 


Red patent shopping 
trolley, £65, by Darting 
Designs This one has the 
most sex appeal, for fiery 
femmes fatales. Available from 
Selfridges, Oxford Street, 
London Wl; Harvey Nichols, 
Khightsbridge, London SW1. 
For stockist enquiries, call 
01522 730392. 


3 Black Watch tartan 
shopping trolley, 
£12.65, by Malroy 
A traditional box-shape 
shopper, this trolley crams in 
the goods and can hold its 
form under duress. It will shop 
until you drop. Available from 
Argos stores nationwide 
(01908 600161). 


4 Fuchsia pink nylon 
wheelie shopping bag, 
£16.95, by TheHolding 
Company This is more a bag on 
wheels than a trolley. It's very 
discreet and folds away into a 
handy-sized package, great for 
impulse buyers. 243-245 Kings 
Road. London SW3, enquiries 
and mail order 0171-610 9160. 


5 


Black and gold patent 
shopping troBeg £65, by 
Darling Designs Wouldn't 
look out of place with a Chanel 
suit on Bond Street -one for 
ladies that lunch. Available from 
Selfridges, Oxford Street, 
London Wl; Harvey Nichols, 
Khightsbridge, London SWL 
Stockist enquiries 01522 730392. 


6 Green plastic see- 
through shopping 
trolley, £90, by 
Designers Guild Definitely the 
funkiest of the bunch. Not for 
the shy, refiring type, Though - 
>ur shopping wifi be viewed . 

• all and sundry. 267-271 
; Road, London SW3 
(Olfl-243 7300). 
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Kings 

rom- 


TEL 0171 293 2222 CldSSiffcKJ * 

persona 

. • • '■ t •7,1-. -f) -a ■ . ij-ydr/' 

. . FAX: 0171 293 2505 

Independent Hearts 

• • . . ’ . . ' . . •. - - .... 


Replies should be addressed to the relevant box number, 
do The Independent , 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E145DL 


c 
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ZygOSlS tilt I'lririuiric lu.cliu r., 


THt PROFESSIONAL PERSON'S INTR0DDCTI0N AGENCY 


pttfk men Am ma to Uy| pman 
mihsainm wilnct- 
Tuft ntarTtfpw cmbriji 
ItcMc ’dnua. -{d*. ruunilr jcoe&fcnml 
ibvut jdJ jv\k»t Erdlr> 
it: takuuol in'.nr 

LONDON SCOTLAND NORTH WEST 

Ot'lWflWra QMlSMiASS 0105512800 

lORKSUIHI MIDLANDS SOUTH WEST 

0111 US BTT two ]43q?s 01225 858514 



Connect- with 
all types 

of women 
I N STAN TLY! 


0891708057 


■«K«I 


GUSTO 

The dining dob 
for gay men 

0171 336 6507 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The lodcpeiKkm cannot 
guarantee ifaat 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering 
adtenbemenft on this 
page, although we hope 
that as a matter of 
courtesy they will. 

When nuking contact 
with people lor the first 
tune it is advisable to 
meet in u public place 
and let a member of 
your family or misled 
friend know where you 
will be. 

W< would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving out personal 
details. This will be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 


Daleline is the worlds largest, 
and longest-established 
Introduction Agency. 

Our unique and successful 
formula could easily be put to 
work for you. 

For Free Details «tth No Obligation 
Write. Ta 23 Abingdon Rd 
London W8 6AL or C\u. 

(01869) 324 100 

fia .-IfiCT mrmbrr. ist^r! f an.Ataiw tk tea 


Q 


G /3> u Astmtagi«mf 

<£)am (Men 


London 

0171-499-9626 

Windsor 

01753-030350 


nte>. CenftesskMg 
term relat£o«shlps” 

Mail on Santa 


hUM 


514 TPS. 

AM 


drawing down the moon 

!»!■ THiMi-N.. !•: K><iV- IN 5 U* i n>»s M,!Mi 

"thp ,-iycncy people rove- about" 


0171-937 6263 



BCOMNOE 

10839 700 044 

)Goy men 0839 400 3921 

Gy«w< 0839 400 339 



JOIN CINEUNKJ 

Socialise around 
dnenia/Am ev e nts in 
central Lo n d o n 
TfcL 0181 800 4822 
or send SAEto 
138 Lordship Road 
Loodon Nl€ 0QL 



ilite 


IntiwiiKijcTiiA 


. . . j. LBCS. UNCS- 
Wefwe 100 s of quality and 
u.xfl educated members. aE 
peraonaly MBvMwed at home 
In your local area. 

CaD for free detaS* anydme 

ELITE INTRODUCTIONS 
0115 937 6104 



INDEPENDENT HEARTS 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 

B> placing an advertisement in the The Independent Heans section of The Independent and the Independent on Sunday vou will 

immediately be in contact with over 1.66 million readers.* 

The com for jour advertisement, published m the first available editions of the Saturday “Weekend" and Sirndav “Real Life" sections 
is just £5.00 per line including: VAT. (Box No is an additional £10.00. please cross here if you do cot require a Box No □). 

Simply write your advertisement in the spaces below and fill m the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 

(N.B. A character is a letter, a number, a punctuation marie and a space between words! 


Li 


iliil 


11 


11 


ii 


11 


11 


11 


11 


11 


j Name:... 

I Address: 


u 


.Postcode:. 


J Telephone (daytime):. 
J Signature: 


ir, aJvn,umems mtttf hr picpunl Ckeqn.-. rfasAf tv iuJIt fJuWr w Xt*nvftr PuH.stuns; Rfr or JcW my 

□ Accaai □ Visa CjAmex □ Dinara CfcJb Cardexpkydate:.... „ Card No 

i I, Sind all advertisements io:- 

rTwT™ . i“kpcndccL W* Ftoot. 1 Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London E14 SDL • Tefephtmc: U171 293 2347 • Fax: 0171 293 2505 

f *•* r " tvUate adncnlH-rs. Trade «np«ww are welcome tm the ahore telephone number *SRS Jan - June VS 


□' 1 1 1 ii ii n f i n 


I R 


r i;s 



ASSIGNATIONS 

Lesley' Hudson-Jesscp 
lex Profession! Headhunter) 
at hei -am tammntm appnmcM 
Home interviews and 
professional skills lead to 
tailor made introductions. 

M4 CORRIDOR 
01225 482905 


We are jJ* QUALITY. 

Newsleilar service for modem 
new sad women. A fast. cffica-ni 
ifiicreel. hijMjr personal service. 

LOVING LINKS 

Sane 401. - 
302 Rcgtnt Street 
London W1R6HH 

tisisszanr 

MWM»W 



Newspaper Pik)llshing pta 
requasis that 

Commercial O r gantert tons 
do not send malarial 
to our 

PrtvateAdvertsera 


TRrsr IS A NAnOMPDE 
etmoo u enowuHEAU 

BSTMUSHED ran ONHI t 


AHEY OULOO WaPOBA 

TRULY PERSONAL SERVICE 
WITH SOME OLD PAMOTED 
vsiTues a*o RtrewnY; 
«« FSB THAT ARE WTTttN 
REASON? 

TEL KESB4 SPAM, 

otaes 70BH* 

ANVTME.ANYOAY. 

TtovMfAysIbttfHM 
UkipnortcaRUnMitta 
ftnl 


A 0000 WOMAN, Mng and Mnd, 
prony. pbyfct R fj s nt oitenwe 
seek* 9 k*mJotf»d prof, partner, 
WfUTllnSL Bax No LISTS. 
PROFESSIONAL MALE 32, ten, 


span, tndto nsislo. ehm, sic, 
M laddng sadnus. WOM Ftor 
friendship and p u sst ily more. 
Photo pWeu. Shetoew. Bn No 
bins 

PUU. GROWN MAN, *T, oM 
snaugh to know how to treat • 
lady syouiw enough to shown. 
Loves musfc. sport, am Be. 
Needs Bvay ledy •Oi osm ad. 
South East area. Photo pNase. 
BatNoinm. 

GAY man, e\ 88, non-smoker, 
» ehere teiwhugb- 
eountryeMe, arte. 
(BrigWorUWorWn^imeJ.PtMe 
Incus phou. Bax No LITIS. 

M 47 TALL, FTf, fa)d twok, moder- 
■» wnohw, lovae rock nolo, gat 
denlM, cye&n, weikhia. trance, 
arts, seeks wfity F arttn thus a 
srjojr Me. W.Yaria, Baa No tlT2a. 
LOVINO, PRETTY. SUM. bag. 
haded prot. Isinaia. Loses traveL 
wstmg flncL NBe), die arts, etc. 
S^. hut mobge. Soda floodiooh. 
Ing, win, cohurtd hwAI 3809. 
Photo please, Eta no M72t. 
DONT ANY MSN M SoaUand read 
me meepndMit EngSth. msh. 

YMbut needs 


45,ancVMe.8u^p 
nara. You? Bax No LT722. 


MUSIC LOVERS 

As fanned an BBC Radio 3. 
A unique ouroduedon service. 
The tamral way u soike da 
perfect ootr with your hold of 
per s on. Meet irxSvuhali; or u 
our own mosicel evetmigs, taw 


siti ns on (office) 

01923853826 

(cves/wcdtCBds) 


THE OMNBt CUR (EsL *8^. The 
nedons only countrywide dWng 
dub tor i w e ntLl w d profs*. 
■fonMfbuMnete paopts sged SB*. 
Tel: (01244) 350537. Busin— 
oppommrae* also evaMris 
an 24Q 548818. 


Personal 


L' AFFAIRE 

& 

Anea n owosp f At 

£3 


Mfammtfia 
For Frets Ccfoor broctrura 
Pittas Q402 083087 

LWHMR8 
Concert, Hou— 
rsASerp— tstrMt 
* Starrs 
>872882 


ftel 
MhiJ tWBMg 


LIVELY HINDS) SO YR OLD F 
seeks mala consanion 30’s to 
sxptora Ldn (recent move). Bos 
No t1723- 

RELAXED M SffV WW» 
(TntftUt/shrVkml/ns etc) seeks slm. 
naarby loving 40's F for warmth, 
wtt, walks tore—. Photo please. 
Box No Irl 724. 

I SKK A VERY SPECIAL tody wfl)- 
ing to bsMsod a dtosbied male 
(aged 40). You wll vwhw Iraagrtty, 
hara a (S0H. omf «■ be tola— I 
of a stumble or am In walking end 
talking. I own nw house, Uka 
sport, Parel homeBls and hWory, 
end *a a happy Me. Photo appre' 

. ctotsd / exc ha nged- South West/ 
Anywhere. Bok No 1:1725. 

TRANQUIL HAN UNMARRIED. 33, 
mtoority tattraele, would flks a 
rendezvous with a woman soul- 
mtos. Box No 1 1 72S. 

WARM, V IVACtO US. WTEU JGENT 
woman. wtOj ai sugubtog 8 
stawos mtocLwtw to— 


8vtouslarte.9fLTM — w o to gnft 
prof— tonal n—, 46-S5, who is 
confident A caring, to axpJors A 
anfoy our common ground 8 ®- 
forancaa. {West Mkfe). Box No 
t1727. 


FEMALE, YOUNG 44, Mo Isughtor 
and warmth, snekm sknter women 
tor MendditoAelBttonaMp. Damn. 
BoacNo M72H. 

EASY GOI NG G UY. 32, BL inten- 
gwo, handsome: packing-up work 
to 2 yre to Irak abroad. Seeks gkl 
companion who is adventurous. 
seB-asnawd end frnagtoadve 
Wrtto wltti a photo. South East 
Box No bl 729. 

REFRESHINGLY DU- PER ENT 

MALE 35, an|oya waMng, daeeh 
cal music, and con—solton. 
■ ff a — inteMge m tamale compt- 
ion of any aga for mutual growth 
and enjoyment S-Walea/West 
Bax No 1:1730. ‘ 

AUTHOR/PUB USHER (Londocv 
baaad. 50, tSvorcad, o/a) wrtttog 
dethrithm book on ‘Romantic 
WeekandT aaake vary attraedvo, 
•raH-opoken lorn, companion 
W/ESOH, good wrung akWs. 
mat— p er sonal aidVe. froa to 
towel spends. 30-00. 
Phato+CV-^ tetter. Box No in 731. 


Fostering & Adoption 



The Thomas 

homS Coram Adoption 

mm Service 

Deeds families to adopt 
since 1734 children of all races, 

including groups of brothers and sisters, 
children with emotional problems due. to 
negiect/abuse and those with disabilities. We 
offer a friendly and efificent service to 
adopters and provide post adoption support. 

Contact us on: 0171 27S 2424 during working 
hours or write to: Thomas Co ram Adoption 
Service. 40 Brunswick Square, London 
WC1N IA2. Information meeting 7pm 
prompt. 25th November 1996. 

(We work within 50 miles of Central Loudon, 
also in Cambridgeshire and East Anglia). 
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You've seen what the treatment tor leukaemia 
COT do. Debra wilt never forget it. She's fought 
and she v won. But while people like Debra are 
fighting they need support, and their famines 
, need uppon Leukaemia CARS lends its caring 
support in so many ways - befriending ■ providing 
limited assistance for hospital vinbng- caravan 
3nd other related costs. Care for. the 
. j i ,000 sufferers - many erf them so young - and 
Care for those who watch over them, 
if you care, help us to care far them. 

Leukaemia CARE 

Society 

14 Kxngmiur ^^ISBNU Verniy Bridge. Ekeler. Devon - EX4 8JN 
TH. 0139> 464848 Regmered Chart rv 
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THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND • SATURDAY 9 NOVEMBER 1996 


staying in 




BBC! 


Sunday television and radio 


(R} ® ^747671). * 

8-30 Sjg)* 3 ? wiB * PrasL Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind has a stab at setting the day's news ■ 
agenda (89584). 

10.00 See Hear! (S) (95120). 

1030 temembrana Simday-7he Cenotaph. Tom 
n^mg describes the scene as the great and the 

good lay thar wreaths (Subsequent programmes 

, _ _ e may change; (SJ (8993SM9)/* ^ 

for Remembrance 

jaaoSSSSaHoSa * - "® 1 mB9231 * 

1-00 The E Fifes (57126). * 

130 EastEnders Omnibus (SJ (5372126). * 

Z55 Cotumbo. Roddy McDowall is the guest suspect 
(R) (5156229). * 

4.05 The Bookworm. Roddy Doyle, SAS books and the 
strange case of Richard Hillary, the Battle of 
Britain hero whose book. Last Enemy, changed 
the course of World War II (S) (5974942) * 

435 The Ctothes Show. Female traffic wardens get a 

makeover, and make-up artist Ruby Hammer 
c ™ eals ** **** beairty ^ (S) (1054039). * 

5.00 The Prince and the Pauper. 1/6. See Preview, 
p30(S)(4381).* 

530 News, Weather (712565). * 

530 Regional News (91 4497). 

5.55 Songs of Praise. Remembrance Sunday service 
from the Abbey at Sherborne (SJ (9J9768J. * 

635 Antiques Roadshow. Valuations from the Iste of 
Skye fS; (763836). * 

730 The Royal Variety Performance!. Charlie boy is in 
attendance, being entertained in a good cause by 
Tom Jones, Lionel Richie, Steve Coogan, Jackie 
Mason and Darcey Bussell (SJ (16286652). * 
935 News, Weather (812126). * 

10.10 CRve Anderson AH Talk. Gokfie Hawn and Bob 
Hoskins. If s good to talk (S) (534297). * 

10.45 Everyman. Cameras follow the selection 

procedure for a new vicar in a mufti-racial north 
London parish (S) (915590). * 

1135 Accused. Dramatised magistrates’ court (SJ 
(538855). * 

12.05 The Sky at Night Mars (SJ (8035850). 

12.25 Boa My Name is Bill W (Daniel Petrie 1989 
US). Good cast- not a bad movie, reliving the . 
founding of Alcoholics Anonymous. James WxxJs 
is the seif-destructive drunk, whose brush with an 
alcoholic doctor, Janies Gamer, leads to the 
organisation's creation (556641 1). * 

1.55 Weather (1 39481 7). To 2.00am. 


BBC 2 


I 730 ChBdren's BBC: Joe 90. 735 Piaydays. 8.15 

Bitsa 8J30Jackanory Gold 8.50 The LitbestPsi 
-Shop. 9.15 The ItayBitsy Spider 935 The Mask. 

10.00 Strip to Shore. 10.30 Grange HilL 10.55 
The Demon Headmaster. il 30 As Seat on TV. 
HAS Shooting stars. Shown oa Friday (SI (363942). * 

12. 15 The Sunday Stow. Donna McPhail bests the 
Sunday brunch beano (S) (2897652). 

1:00 Tto 0 Zone. Mark Owen, forrnarty of Take That 
talks exclusively fSJ (55768). 

130 RegSocraf Prog amm es (S) (32720). 

2.(X}Nova;TRacExposed.Docunent]nglheurv- 
aarthiqgfo Montana of the first nearer complete 
Tyrannosaurus Rex skeleton (5828478). 

230 Snooker World Cup Final. Coverage from 
Bangkok (S) (8239031 6). 

4w45 Rugby Special. Htgrtjghts of yesterday’s game 
from Murrayfidd between Scotland and Australia. 
Plus, London Irish v Wasps (SJ (100720). 

535 The Natural World: The Wbrtd *m a Wood. The 


piece or woodland, Wytham Wood, on the 
outskirts of Oxford, and what these studies tell us 
aboutthe fifcety dfects of global warming on the 
British countryside (S) (478836). * 

635 Star Trek; Voyager (S) (761478). * 

730 American Visions: The Promised Land. See 
Preview, p30 (S) (929565). * 

8.10 Lucinda Lambton's Alphabet of Britain. La- La 

trills her way around some of the prisoner-otauar 
camps that have littered Britain since the 
Napoleonic Wars (498749), * 

830 The Money Prog am mes Supermarkets and their 
effect on small trades (SJ 032855). * 

9.00 Where’s Efvis This Week? (S) (8942). * 

930 The Cenotaph tfigfdfehta. Tom Fleming relives the 
annual wreath-lairing ceremony (S) (71 749). * 
1030 The Crow Road. 1/4. Second-sitting tain Banks 
adaptation (R) (71519). * 

1130 Smoker World Cup FtoaL Highlights from 

Bangk ok of this afternoon’s encounter (23465). 
1230 Bffil The Knack and How to Get ft (Richard 
Lester 1965 UK). The authentic flavour of the 
Swinging Sixties - as Lester brings his distinctive 
directorial style (Godard meets The Monkees) to 
bear on a story about an innocent schoolteacher 
(Michael Orawford) being taught how to pick up 
birds by hipster Ray Brooks. The arrival of wide- 
eyed Northern lass Rita Tushingham offers ample 
opportunity to try out his newly learnt seduction 
skills (Followed by Weatherview) (23492). * 

2.00 The Learning Zone: Nice Wbrk (83362). 4.00 
Languages.- Suerios - Wbrid Spanish (S) (83546). 

5.00 The Small Business Programme/20 Steps to 
Better Management (I 5 701). To & 00am. 


ITV/London 

6.00 QMTV 6.00 The Sunday Review. 630 News, 
Sport and Weather. 7.00 The Sunday Programme 

(48710). 

8.00 Dragon Flyz. Animation (9409774). 

835 Disney dub fS) (14388861). 

10.15 link (S) (1199861). * 

1030 Sunday Uve (SJ (2223045). 

1035 Morning Worship. An Ectmentcal Remembrance 
Service from St Mary's Parish Church, West 
Kingston, Wiltshire. Including a two-minute 
silence at Ham (SJ (9231855). * 

12.00 Sunday Live. Continued (S) (59872). 

1230 Crosstalk (Followed by LWl Weather) (33403). 

1.00 News and Weather (86720590). ■ 

1.10 Jonathan Dfmbtaby. Talks to lan Lang, President 
erf the Board of Trade, and his Labour shadow, 
Maigaret Beckett fSJ (1531126). 

2.00 Cartoon Time (64344045). 

. 2.15 Wbr and Remembrance. Nothin to do with 

Remembrance Sunday but the epic wartime soap 
follow-up to Winds of War(R) (362887). 

4.15 HD Gregory's Girt (Bill Forsyth 1981 UK). 
Terrific eariy Forsythian saga, with John Gordon 
Sinclair as the gangly and painfully shy goalkeeper 
who develops a crush on the beautiful new girl or 
the team, Dee Hepburn. Clare Grogan, Chic 
Murray and Alex Norton co-star (92931 652). 

6.00 Dining Out New series aboutthe revolution in 
eating out si nee the 1960s (SJ (403). 

630 London Tonight 03251 9). * 

6.45 News and Weather (242942). * 

7.00 One in a Million. A Texan who joined his own 
funeral wake, and an incredible bullet-proof ear- 
ring. Philip Schofield is responsible (S) (92 13). * 

730 Heartbeat Nick investigates a violent incident on 
the gptf course (S) (8S039). * 

830YbuVe Been Framed! (S) (4768). * 

9.00 London's Burning (SJ (57991 * 

10.00 Sometime, Never. Zzatcom (SJ (98701). * 

1030 News and Weather (Followed by LWT Weather) 

(656045). * 

10 45 The South Bank Show. Painter Howard Hodgkin 
profiled. See Preview, p30 (S) (497768). * 

1 145 Theatreiand. Report on the new production of 
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf starring David 
Suchet and Diana Rigg (5) (419720). 

12.15 Miami Vice (465072). 

1.15 Coach (R) (S) (20140). 

1.45 Cod Vibes (5) (2887614). 

1.55 BHSUbntbay (Herb Freed 1985 US). Teen drama 
about a young female garage mechanic. Starring 
Betsy Russell (294275). 

335 Not Fade Away (R) (S) (2060275). 

435 Flux (R) (S) (8021430). 

530 News (32968). To 6.00am. 


Channel 4 


630 Bitz? 6.20 BWzi 7.1 5 Flic. 7.45 Biker Mice from 
Mars. 8.10 Earthworm Jim. 8.35 Street Sharks. 

7.15 Ric (46213). 

745 Biker Mcefhxn Mare (4185010). 

8.10 Earthworm Jim (4130381). 

835 Street Sharia (6938768). 

9.00 insektora (5) (6329381). 

930 Saved by the BeS (R) (1 632316). * 

9.45 Sister Sister (5) (441 7741 

10.15 Wise Up (5) (360855). 

10.45 HoByoaksOmntous. One definition olhettrS) 
(5826923). * 

2 240 The lteftons (R) (2116942). * 

12.40 Rookies. Youth sports magazine (7270294). 

1.15 DB Air Force (Howard Hawks 1943 US). World 
War II drama, focusing on the crew of an army 

plane which sets a dangerous course tor the 
Pacific- Starring John Garfield, Arthur Kennedy 
and Harry Carey (512 08942). * 

330 BUS Confidential Agent (Howard Shumlin 1945 
US). Brutal yet pedestrian Hollywood version of 
the Graham Greene story about an ageing Spanish 
Civil War veteran (Charles Boyer) who goes to 
Britain to prevent a Fascist business deal and who 
then gets gnef from an unsavoury cast of villains 
led by Peter Lorre. A self-conscious-looking Lauren 
Bacall co-stare (Followed by News Summary and 
Weather) (802667491* 

545 [90 Westbound (Budd Boettcher 1 959 US). 
Union soldier Randolph Scott is sent to a 
Confederate-sympathising town to protect a gold 
shipment Virginia Mayo supports (9890862). * 

7.00 Equinox: What's in a Number? See Preview, p30 
(S) (2497). * 

BLOO Nothing But the Truth. Debates the right of fti nee 
Charles to earn a banning injunction against his 
former housekeeper’s revelations about life at 
Highgrove. The Housekeeper's Di3ry ( 4045 >. 

9.00 Leau^g Home. Sir Simon Rattle concludes his 
tour of 20th-century orchestra! music by looking 
for future trends amongst contemporary 
composers. Tumage, Knussen and Birtwistle are 
amorist those featured (SJ (2 381). * 

10.00 Baa Night Shift (Ron Howard ! 982 US). See 
The Big Picture. p30 (S) (2890). * 

12.00 Chain of Hope. Toni Strasburg's follow-up to 
Chain of Tears, his 1 9S8 film looking at the effects 
of wa rfare on children in southern Attica f 91121 ). 

1.00 HBfl In Custody (Ismail Merchant 1995 ind). 
Shashi Kapoor plays a teacher who is overjoyed, 
then disillusioned, when he is sent to interview an 
Urdu poet whom he idolises (63432324). * 

3 30 QQI The Lone Wolf lakes a Chance (Sidney 
Salkow 1941 US). Warren William plays the serial 
jewel thief hero (9596492). To 4.35am. 


ITV/Regions 
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Radio 


Radio 1 

(97.Ste.8HbW 

7.00am Kevin Greening 1030 
Dave Pearce 2.00 Trevor Nelson's 
Rhythm Nation 4.00 Top 40 7.00 
Punk Fiction 8.00 Soho Live: John 
Peel 10.00 Stuart Macon ie 12.00 
Andy Kershaw 2.00 Claire Sturgess 
4.00-7.00am One Vferren 

Radio 2 

-(»M2IBfrW r * i — 1 

7.00am Don Maclean 94)5 Steve 
Wright’s Sunday Love Songs 11.05 
Parkinson’s Sunday Supplement . 

1.00 Desmond Carrington 3.00 
Benny Green 4.00 A Tear to fie- ■ 
member 430 Sing Something Sim- 
ple 5.00 Pam Ayres 730 Hugh 
Scully 830 Sunday Half Hour 9.00 
Alan Keith 10.00 The David Jacobs 
Collection 11.00 Blessed Are They 

12.05 Steve Madden 3.00-7.00xn 
Alex Lester 

Radio 3 

(9DZ-9J«*tW • 

7.00am Sacred and Profane. 

8.50 Choice of Three. 

9.00 Brian Kay's Sunday Morning. 

12.15 Music Matters. Is there any 

such thing as good taste In. mu- 
sic? And does It matter? . 

1.00 Great French Dishes. Chou- . 
croute. Not to be confused with 
the German version, sauerkraut. 

1.25 The Sunday Concert 

2.45 Spirit of the Age. (1/2). 

345 Brendel’s Beethoven. Intro- 
duced by pianist Alfred Breeder 
with Misha Donat 



Choice 


5.45 The Sunday Feature: Be- 
tween Two WOrids. A personal 
exploration of Islam by Robert 
Fisk of the Independent. See 
Choke, above. 

630 Nobuko Imal and Roland 
Pontinen. Music lor viola and pi- 
ana 

730 Choir Wbrks. 

9.50 Drama Now: Copper SuF 
. phate. A radio debut for the 
young playwright David Greig. 
Set in West Attica, it tells the 
story of a young man who re- 
turns to the former colqny of 
Bushiya to discover more about 
the death of a prominent politi- 
cal activist who was once his 
boyhood friend. 

1130 Jean Jenkins: A Musical 
Legacy Janet Tppp Rwgfon ex- 
. plores the field recording of leg- 
endary ethnom ideologist Jean ~ 

. JOnkins. (2/2). 

1230 Record Review. 

1.15 Through the Night With ' 
Donald Macieod. 

5.0&6.00am Sequence. 


The Independents Middle 
East correspondent Robert 
Fisk deft), offers a personal 
view of Islam, and how 
such a demanding religion 
copes with the modem age, 
in Between Two Worlds 
(5.45pm R3) - part of 
Radio 3's Arabic Season. 


Radio 4 

(9Z.464.HHtt Ftik 19Wz UW 

6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Something Understood. 

635 W saltier. 

7.00 News. 

7.10 Sunday Papas. 

7.15 The Living World. 

7.40 Sunday 

830 The Week* Good Cause. 

835 Weather: 

9.00 News. 

9.10 Sunday Papers. 

9.15 Letter from America. 

930 The Archers. Omnibus edi- 
tion. 

1030 Ceremony of Remembrance 
from the Cenotaph. Eric Robson 
describes the scene as Her 
Majesty the Queen leads the tra- 
ditional wreath-laying ceremony 
at the Cenotaph in Whitehall. 

11.45 Mediumwave. 

12.15 Desert island Discs. With 
writer, traveller and philosopher 
Sir Laurens van der Post. 

1235 Weathec 

LOO The World This Weekend. 

135 Shipping forecast 

2.00 Gardeners’ Question Tima 


230 Clastc Serial- Women rn 
love. By D H Lawrence. (3/4). 

330 Pick of the Week. 

4.15 Analysis. 

5.00 News,- Gosling en Espana. 

530 Poetry Please* 

530 Shipping Forecast 

5.55 Weather. 

6.00 SEx O'clock News. 

6.15 Feedback. 

630 In Business. 

-7.QPJMIdEH£5_BBC. Radio 4 . into. 

the Dark. By Nicholas Wilde. 

730 Booked! 

8.00 (FM) The Natural History Pro- 
gramme. 

8.00 (LWJ Deutsch Plus. 

830 (LW) Suenos - Spanish I. - 

830 (FM) A History of Reading m 
Five Volumes. Does reading rot 
the brain and damage the 
womb? Don Fowler examines the 
history of the rhetoric used 
against women reading. 

9.00 (FM) The Board Game. 

9.00 (LWJ Suenos -Spanish 2. 

9.15 (LW) Italianissima 

930 (FM) Costing the Earth. 

9.45 (LW) Chansons. 

9.59 Wdathec 

10.00 News. 

10.15 All hi the Mind.' 

10.45 Breakaway. 

11.15 in Committee. 

1L45 Seeds of Faith. 

12.00 News. 

1230. Bells on Sunday 

12.30 The Late Story: On the 
Death of Ken Saro-Wiwa. By 
Ken Saio-Wlwa. 

12,48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00-6. OOam As World Service. 


Radio 5 

(593. 90Mb IW) 

6.00am Brief Lives 630 Brian Mayes 

9.05 Sunday with Mair 11 35 Spe- 
cial Assignment 12.05 The Big Byte 
1230 Crime Desk 1235 Sunday 
.Sport 6.05 Sportscail 7.00 News Ex- 
tra 735 You Cannot Be Serious 835 
Sac Lives 9.00 Daliyn worldwide 
1935 Add Test 1035 Out This 
W 6 ek 11.00 Night Extra 1135 
SportsAmerica 12.05 Nigit Motes 
235 UpAHN^Tt 5-00-6-OOam 
Morning Reports 

CbssicFM 

OOtLO-lOlOlbfM) 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Romance 
1230 Celebrity Choice 1.00 Alan 
Mann 330 Masterclass 430 Mel 
Cooper 630 A Question of Classics 
730 Top 10830 World Opera 
1030 Howanfs Week 12.00 Andre 
Leon 430-6. OOam Mark Griffiths. 

Virgin Radio 

(MS. 1197-12G0MbMW WiWRz f» 

6.00am Janey Lee Grace 1030 Gra- 
ham Dene 230 Nicky Home 6.00 
Lynn Parsons 10.00 Gary Davies 
230430am Randall Lee Rose 

World Service 

D9MfaLffl 

1.00am Newsdesk 130 Short Sto- 
ry: The Old Man and His Suitcase 

1.45 On the Move 2.00 Newsday 
230 Anything Goes 330 News 

3.15 Spots 330 Green History of 
the Planet 4.00 Newsdesk 430 Off 
the Shelf: Cause Celeb 4.45 Coun- 
try Style 5.00 Newsday 5.30- 
6.00am Europe Today 


Satellite 


6L00am Hour of Fbwer (68584). 730 
Undun 190855). 930 Gerakfo 
135 010). 1030 Young Indiana Jones 
175590). 1130 Parker Lewis Can't 
Lose (62300). 1130 Real TV 
(82229). 1230 WWF (70958). 1.00 
Star Trek (83478). 230 Mysterious is- 
land (S4565J. 330 Boys of TWil^it 
IB6045). 430 Great Escapes ©774). 
430 Rbu! TV (5958). 530 Kong Fir 
(21321 630 The Simpsons (3923) 
630 The Simpsons (5 313) 730 Bev- 
erly Hats 90210 ©72 1 3) 830 X Fifes 
Re-Opened (29861). 930 The Ibm- 
myknockEfs (167201 11.00 Man- 
hunter (83529). 1230 60 Minutes 
(51527). 130 Chril wars (87527). 
230430am Hit Mix (258981 

SH HOMES 

6.00am Two lor the Ftoad (1967) 
(58126). 830 All Hands on Deck 
(1961) (420451 10.00 Caught in the 
Crossfire (1994) (99039). 12.00 Give 
My Regards to Broad Street (1934) 
(687681 2.00 Dad. toe Angel and Me 
(1995) (942403). 3.40 Death on the 
Nile (1978) (21135720). 630 Uttle 
Giants (1994) (303001 830 Street 
Fighter (1994) (25045). 10.00 
Philadelphia (1993) (12221403). 

12.05 The Movie Show 189858791 
1235 Dangerous Game (1993) 
(871527). 235 Some Kind of Miracle 
(1979) (55998791 335-G.OOam 
LOOl { 1 970) (75442879) 

MOVIE CHANNEL 

630am Bngiam Young (1940) 
(56768). 830 Four JHts in a Jeep 
(1944) (496871 . 1030 Family Prayers 
(] 991) (80381). 1230 The Battle of 


toe Vina Fonts (1965) (590J0). 230 
% Brother's Keeper 1 1994) ©5478). 
430 The Next Karate Kid (1994) 
(9478). 630 Sherlock: Undercover 
Dog (1994) (389421 830 As Good 
as Deal (1995) (23687). 10.00 Inter- 
view with the \ftmpre (1994) 
(12229045). 1235 Awake to Dang* 
(1995) (383445). 1.40 Night Eyes 
(1990) (299256). 3.15 You Taidn' to 
Me? (1987) ( 738275 ) 430*30am 
Undercover Dog i 1994) (66242053). 

SBf HOWES GOLD 

11.00am The Invisible Man (1933) 
(49032403) 12.15 0 Henry's Full 
House (1952) (4223855). 2.15 The 
Seven Year Itch (1955) (7318039) 
430 Bus Stop (1956) 1 62483774). 
535 Left Mate Love (1960) 
(20609107). 735 Marilyn: The Un- 
told Story (1980) (93435862). 1030 
Performance (1970) (2615887). 
1135 The Rachel Papers (1989) 
(4502590). 130 Spenser: For Hire 
(1935) (2753269). 3.10430am 
They Uve by N®M (1949) (1733388). 

snr sports 

730am Ice Hockey (378328). 930 
Trans World Sport (88749). 1030 
Drag Racing (44226). 11.00 Ftootoall 
(35942). 1230 Squash (75584). 

130 Trans Wbrid Sport (57132) 230 
Rugby Update (61294) 430 Futboi 
MUndial (5590*. 430 International 
Football (67805) 530 Squash 
(75958). 630 BastetbaD (915107). 

9.00 NFL San Francsco 4 Sets vs Dal- 
las Cowboys - Live (97831 6). 1230- 
230am Basketball (772459) 

star sports 2 

3.00pm Golf 1 2497316) . 330 Golf 


(9269768). 5J30 Waterepots 
(2315768) 630 Spanish FootoaK 
(9756403J. 830 Football Revew 
(9673768). 1130 Olympcs: The 
Road to Glory (6340297). 12.00- 

I. 00am SupettiteS 1995 (8720398). 

arr sports 3 

730am Football Extra (38232294). 

II. 00 Wtoereports (702678231 
1230 Football (736923J6L 330 Ice 
Hockey (55224749). 5.00 Sports Un- 
Smited (36344213) 6.00 High Fbe 
(20925326). 630 Asan Gan 
(86511497) 730 Squash 
(42589478). 830 GoM (18074710). 
1130 Drag Rating 150385720). 
1130 Speed and Beauty 199863294). 
1230 Squash (93938966J. 1.00 
Drag Racing (98303269). 130 Speed 
and Beauty 155293256). 230- 
3.00am Waersports (45289689). 

UVE TV 

6.00am Revelations 630 Looking tor 
Love 7.00 Spanish Archer 7.30 Mind 
and Body 8.00 Why Fries 830 Video 
Box 930 Fate and Fortune 930 
Fashion 10.00 Revelations 1030 
Looking lor Love 11.00 Campus Ca- 
pets 1130 Spanish Archer 1230 
Revelations 1230 Why Files 1.00 
Looking lor Lew 130 Fate and For- 
tune 2.00 Fashion 2.30 Mind and 
Body 3.00 Canary Wharf 4,30 Cam- 
pus Capers 530 Revelations 530 
Looking far Love 6.00 Eric's Sport 

7.00 Spanish Archer 7.30 ReveLiHO’is 
830 Bushido 9.03 Seventies Pop 
9.30 Looking lor Love 10.03 Enc's 
Monster Sport Show 11.03 Fate and 
Fortune 1130 The Sen Show 12.00- 
630am Ntgfit-Trme Programmes 


Chess William Hartston \ You may have missed. . . 


Bridge Alan Hiron 







- - • ■** 1 *‘‘f 


M As I sipped my cocoa in the Greasy Pawn 

' ’ cafe tbe other night, I spotted an- old man 

- .r« '/ alone in the comer fiddling with a few 
. ‘ .- chessmen. “Mind if I join yon?" I asked. 

•" - Z*' Without looking up, he said, in a strongly 

- ’ ' ' ' ^r" *! central European accent, “BLeck moofi, 

! ‘ * Vile moofc. Bleck moofis, Vite mates." 

. I • -Jy ’ ' “Ah!" I said 'A helpmate in two." Then, 

' '' y rather smugty» I must admit, I made two ; 
k .v a moves on each side to leave Black 

+-.1 * + * f ‘, checkmated “Pretty ” I .said dismissively. 

- >- ■ ,-. x “No," he said resetting' the men. “Is 
•* ’ X ' wrong position. Is black rook, not queen.” 

• And he replaced the queen on a6 tty a rook. 

I looked again, slightly instated but soon 
* * found the two moves leading to checkmate. 

. r " Again he reset the men, this time with a 

black knight on a6. 1 solved that too, but a 
. similar thing happened twice, more, with 
tX black bishop and black pawn on a6, 

* When I solved the last one, the old man ■ 
quietly buttoned his coai and walked out of 
the cafe without a word Only then did I 
realise that, the swine had drink iny egeoa.- - 
Answers: a) l.Qf6 Nc5 —Qb2 Ra4; 
b) l.Rb6 Rbl iRb3 Ral; c) LNcd Ncl 2Na4 
, . s A Rb3; d) l.Bo4 Nel 2J5a2 Nc2re) 1^5 Rb3+ 
ZKa4Nc5 (composed, tty G Rxreberg); - 


... unsafe cybersex and other 
tales from the week’s news. 

Sibling rivalry 
A Chinese 15-year-old was 
reported in the Yangcheng 
Evening News to have 
.confessed to the murder of 
his 14-year-old brother and 
ll-year-okl sister- The boy 
beGeved-that his parents 
were too poor to afford to 
educate all their children. 

“If my parents only have to 
send one child to school, HI 
beabletoattend university, ” 
he was quoted as saying. 


No^l40 Saturttev 9 November 


E-male 

A woman in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, called police to - 
complain that her husband 
had attacked her after she 
had erased an Internet 
communications program 
from his computer. She had 
discovered that he was using 
it to send sexually explicit 
messages to a virtual lover 
in Canada. 

Great shoe robbery 
In Nicaragua, 25 peasants in 
a truck had their shoes 
stolen by four armed men. 


The truck tyres were also 
shot out, forcing the victims 
to go barefoot for help. 

Imprudence 

A case opened in the High 
Court concerning a 15-year- 
old boy who had bought a 
scratch card for his mother, 
who subsequently collected 
the £10,000 prize. Camelot 
brought the case to decide 
whether the sale was lawful 
The judge admitted he did 
not know’ what a scratch card 
looked like. The mother’s 
name was Prudence. 


concise crossword 



ACROSS 

5 Perfume (5) 

8 Swiss cheese (8) 

9 Languid mode of 

loSiSiiW 
11 Material used m gramo- 
phone records (5) 

14 Filthy place (3) 

16 Curb (6) 

17 Arouse (6) 

18 Limb (3) 

20 Amused expression (5) 

24 Mackintosh (8) 

25 Phinder(5) 

26 Former sweetheart (3,5) 

27 E African country (5) 


Privatised privies 
The city of Fuyang in China 
has auctioned management 
contracts for 18 public toilets 
in a bid to boost lavatorial 
standards. Dramatic 
improvements have already 
been reported. “People 
wanting to spend a penny 
in China have been given 
the chance of a lifetime, " 
an official report said. 

Islamic lenience 
An Iranian man had four 
fingers cut off after 12 
convictions for theft. 


DOWN 

1 Apt to let in water (5) 

2 Sting (5) 

3 Grind the teeth (5) 

4 Seabird (6) 

6 Woollen jacket (8) 

7 Just-married (5-3) 

12 Yellow flower (8) 

13 Worship of false gods 

(S) 

14 Body of salt water (3) 

15 Sweet potato (3) 

19 Genuinely (6) 

21 Cutting implement (5) 

22 Adult female (5) 

23 Aquatic mammal (5) 


Solution to yesterday's Coacise Crosswotti: 

ACROSS: 1 Harvard. 5 Sheer (Hertfordshire), S Urnd. 9 Curious, 10 HUari- 
oas, 12Err, 13 Annual, 14 Escape, 17 Rw. 18 Millmers. 20 Conquer, 21 ExpeL 
23 Uarac. 24 TafiogS. 

DOWN: 1 Hutfih, 2 Rue, 3 Andorra, ^ 4 Dqaor.S Saris, 6 Exonerate, 7 Reserve. 
II Landowner, 13 Apricot 15 Stipend, 16 duel, 18 Mouse, 19 sots, 22 Pm.. 


Love all: dealer South 
North 

+AK7542 
<TAQ 
OK7 3 
*94 


West 
*JS 
V 10 9 S 4 
OQ 104 
+ QS52 


East 

♦ Q 1093 
6 3 

OJ98& 

+ KJ 10 


South 

♦ 6 

v’K J 7 5 2 
©AS 2 

+A763 

This is the type of problem hand 
that probably comes along more 
often than you think and yet the 
solution is usually missed al the 
table. 1 suppose il is the old story: 
matters are always easier if you have 
been told that there is a good play. 

South opened I North quietly 
tries J *. and South rebid 2*. It all 

Perplexity 

Mixed doubles: 

Each rat usage wiped pin hoops. 

That sentence conceals three 
related one-word answers. To find 
them, all you have to do is regroup 
the six words into three pairs, then 
rearrange the letters within each 
pair. 

A Larouss? Desk Reference 
Encyclopedia will be awarded to the 
Erst correct answer opened on 14 
November. 


went on for loo long: 2 ' (the 
fourth suit) by North. 2NT by South. 
3+ (forcing) from North, and 3NT 
from South. North still would not 
give up and jumped in 3 1 1 ! In the 
hope of shutting his partner up. 
South tried bT and all passed. 

West led a trump against 6T. and 
there you have your problem. To 
rely on a 3-3 break in spades is a 
little naive, and it doesn't work 
cither if you cash your top two 
spades and ruff a spade. You are 
over- ruffed and after, say, :» club 
switch, you will end up a trick short. 

It does not look a likely start, but 
uy (he effect of a low spade from 
dummy at trick two. You win any 
minor suit return in hand, cross to 
dummy’s second high trump and 
ruff a low spade in hand. Now you 
can draw the last iwo trumps and 
you still have C* K on ihc table as an 
entry to the now established spades. 
This all leads to fixe trump tricks, 
four spades two diamonds and a 
dub. Total - 12 tricks. Binuo! 


Entries to: Perplexity, the 
Independent, 1 Canada Square. 
Canary Wharf. London E14 SDL. 

26 October competition answers 
Perplexity; 

Rain clouds (land curios), showers 
(her sows), thunderstorm (Hurd’s 
torment). 

Literacy^ Can 

Numeracy: The simplest of many 
possible ways is: 

l+2+3+4+5+6+7+(8x9)=100 
Winner. Rose Ducrc (York) 


4 - 
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The big picture 

Night Shift 

Sun 10pm C4 

Actor-tumed-dlrector, Ron Howard, 
intended his second film at the helm 
as a vehicle for his Happy Days co- 
star Henry “The Fonz" Winkler 
(above). What he got was a seed- 
bed for hot new talents such as 
Shelley Long, Kevin Costner and - 
most importantly - Michael Keaton. 
Night Shift is darker and funnier 
than Howard's later entertainments 
(think Splash-, think Far and Away). 
with Winkler and Keaton playing 
morgue attendants who run a 
prostitution ring on the side. 


Television preview 

Recommended viewing this weekend 
by Gerard Gilbert 


The Road from Jarrow Sat 8.10pm BBC2. 

Kiss and Tell Sat 9prii ITV 

Prince and the Pauper Sun 5pm BBC1 

Equinox Sun 7pm C4 

American Visions Sun 7.20pm BBC2 

The South Bank Show Sun 10.45pm ITV; 



T here's more to royalty than velvetry and 
fine rags, as Fergie would have put it in this 
week’s edition of Hello! bad she been acquainted 
with Mark Twain’s children’s classic The Prince and 
the Pauper (Sun BBC1). 

Train's book, which imagines what might have 
happened had the Tudor princeling. Edward, become 
mistaken for his spitting image, a cockney commoner 
(and vice versa), is the latest children’s classic to be 
adapted for the Sunday tea-time slot It comes from 
the same team who made Little Lead JRumderqy, and, 
as in that nicely-judged drama, the juvenile lead is 
cute without being cloying. And just because it's a 
children’s drama, it doesn't mean that the sets are made 
of cardboard and the expenses have been spared on 
the costumes - which is just as well when you realise 
the potential for overseas sales. Little Lord Faumkrvy 
went on to win an Emmy in America, and the 
BBC wili hoping for something similar here. Keith 
Mich ell, by the way, reprises his most famous role - 
and, if anything, his Henry VIII has got more life- 
like with age. 


The big ITV drama of the weekend is - surprise, 
surprise — a police drama. With echoes of the CoEn 
Stagg affair. Kiss and Tdl (Sat ITV) is a mostly 
absorbing (but slightly ludicrous) talc which has a 
policewoman going undercover as a “lonely heart* 
in order to catch a suspected wife-killer, playedwith 
nice ambiguity by Peter Howitt. Actors Daniel Craig 
(Geordie from Our Friends in the North) and Nicola 
Stephenson (lipstick lesbian, Margaret, from Brook- 
side) are among the forces of law and order, and the 
spirit of Prime Suspect hovers nearby. 

Tftiying of Our Friends in the North, the drama’s 
writer, Peter Flannery, is one of those taking part in 
The Road from Jarrow (Sat BBC2), a personal odyssey 
through the last 60 years of British history by Mrs 
Thatcher's former press minder. Sir Bernard Ingham. 
Hie agenda is broadly Thatch erite, and, if you can swal- 
low that, this is an ingeniously structured history 
lesson. It follows the marchers' steps from Jarrow to 
London, and takes in the Church of England's rote in 
politics, unemployment, Methodism, soda! mobilcy and 
the transport revolution before they have even reached 


half as shocking as David Hockney's. Hodkney -j r: ■ 

hum -isposedby thesideof aswimn^igpocri.as^ie-^-^.a. 

pays tribute to the subject of this week’s TbeSouA'Biifl; ' S’ 5 TKfl KlCf 
Show (Sun rTV), the Engtehpainter Howard tfodgiaa. 

Hodges brightly Geor&av England , 

at die Hayward from next inonth, but, as he tells Meivyn- • wJjrq^L -j ... 

Bragg, he is expecting a rotten press from ttpootaa£/;v ‘ Si incA V 

phobic British art press. -- /fctigtlLrghtS BBC 110. 50pm 

He would have got an even lousier reception - r - ' ~ . V ghfild hsftr- 

the Pilgrim Rubers, as Robert Hughes explains trn*& \ V 

S-TiL fctmy protest cotam** who, . .' 

if they had not been such a God-fearing to tr.might have ", ^l^unuaHl 

embnKed the aesthetic beauty of pure mattieniatics. ^ > 

This week’s Equinox (Sun C4) does the job instead, " ' 

taldngus"throaghpi(asin3.141etc;apair6fRussiaiJ 
emigres in New York has worked it out to ejgbt 
bffiion decimal places- and they took litethey have), 
fractals and string theory. Stringlheoiy? It's profc^bty: 
the answer to everything - so there. ' - 


indshkt !Saint. 

thtatafaai ~ 


tow- pits is a VlNd .Ciip t|uanfiec, 
b&b unusuat start ■ - 

'."VS . .J'V .•. ’ .’ 



Saturday television and radio 


BBC 1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 



7.05 The Rink Panther Show (R) (2481 354). 

725 News, Weather (2631644). 

7 JO Children's BBC-. The Morph Files. 7.40 Speed 
Racer. S.05 The Real Adventures of Jonny Quest * 

8.30 The New Adventures of Superman (3099422). * 

9.15 Live and Kicking (5) (900118). 

11.15 The Lord Mayor’s Show. Barry Dawes describes 
the scene as this anachronistic piece of street 
theatre hits the City of London once again 
(Subsequent programmes may change) (514880). 

12.12 Weather (42693 73). 

12.15 Grandstand; 12.20 Football Focus. 1.00 News. 

1.10 Racingfrorn Chepstow: the 1.150smir®ton 
Mills Holiday and Permit Trainers Association 
Handicap Chase. 1.25 Snooker: The second semi- 
final from the World Cup in Bangkok. 1.40 Racing 
from Chepstow: the 1.45 Tote Silver Trophy. 1.55 
Snooker. 2.10 Racingfrorn Chepstow-, the 2.15 
Rising Stars Novice Chase. 2-25 Snooker. 2.40 
Rugby Union: Scotland v Australia. Live coverage 
from Murrayfield [ kick-off 3.00). 4.40 Final Score 
(SJ (380991 51). 

5 JO News, Weather (7877712). * 

5 JO Regional News and Weather (1 1 51 70). 

5.35 Tom and Jerry (292267). 

5.45 Children in Need. Terry Wogan continues the 
build-up to the annual fundraiser fly (281151). * 

5.55 Jim Davidson's Generation Game (SJ (881267). * 

6.55 Noel’s House Party (5J (461847). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. Jimmy Nail gets the 
balls rolling (SJ (722064). * 

8.05 Casualty Caravan site grief for two young girls (S) 

( 740847 1 * 

8.55 News and Sport; Weather (Followed by National 
Lottery Update) (588977). * 

9.15 Rpyal British Legion Festival of Remembrance. In 
the 75th anniversary year of the Royal British 
Legion, Her Majesty the Queen, HRH the Duke of 
Edinburgh and other members of the royal family 
join the congregation for a festival of remembrance 
at the Royal Albert Hall (Subsequent programmes 
may change) (S) (92408267). * 

10 JO International Match of the Day. Highlights of 
England’s VVbrid Cup qualifying mrteh against 
Georgia in Tbilisi. Rus, rather shorter highlights of 
Holland v Wales and Northern Ireland v Germany. 
See The big match, above (S) (2214625). * 

11.55 The Stand-Up Show. Father Ted's Ardal O’Hanlon 
introduces another batch of microphone turns-. 

At Murray, Marcus Brigstocke, Sean Meo and Sean 
Lock (SJ (754847). 

12.25 Top of the Pops. From last night, with Simply Red, 
Bjorkand-yes, I'm afraid so -Robson and 
Jerome. Jockey Frankie Dettori, rather oddly, is the 
host(S) (1 1 75855). * 

1.00 Woodstock 94. Further highlights from 'Woodstock 
94\ including performances by Jimmy Cliff, Green 
Day, the Spin Doctors, Arrested Development, 
James and the Neville Brothers (627855). 

2.40 Weather (7845297). To 2.45am. 


7.15 BHSfThe Saint Strikes Back (John Farrow 1939 
US). George Sanders’ Simon Templar delves into 
the San Francisco underworld to find out who is 
framing Wendy Barrie's father (3642151). 

8.20 Open University; Education for All? (4247625). 

8.45 Empowerment (6038712). 9.10 A Questran 
of Identity (4790441). 

10.00 Chanakya (S) (6322985). 

10 J5 Network East (S) (6935996). 

11.20 Bollywood or Bust! fSJ (9471002). 

11.50 Film 96 with Barry Norman. Michael Collins and 
The First Wives Chib are re-Bazsa’d (6165731). * 

12 JO BBS The Gay Divorce (Mark Sandrich 1 934 US). 
Having stolen Flying Down to Rio from its nominal 
headliners, Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers were 
given top billing for this lyrical musical about 
mistaken identities - dancing to Cole Rater's 
'Night and Day*, and doing an Oscar-winning 
The Continental’. Treat yourself (266996). * 

2.00 BBS We Dive at Dawn (Anthony Asquith 1943 
UK). The first of a double-bill of wartime movies 
directed by Asquith, and starring John Mills, is an 
exciting yam about British submarines hunting 
Germ an battleships in the Baltic (966644). * 

3.35 0EI The Way to the Stars (Anthony Asquith 
1 945 UK). The lives and loves of a group of RAF 
airmen in this excellent, Terence Rattigan-scripted 
upper lip-stiffener. A first-rate cast includes Michael 
Redgrave and John Mills (3041 83). * 

5.20 TOTP 2. Pop old and new (5J (9479828). 

6.05 Rhodes. EV8. Last Sunday's concluding episode 

again IS) (589557). * 

7.00 News and Sport; Weather (140052). * 

7.15 Assignment. Reporter Ben Brown investigates 
Indonesia's President Suharto and his kinsmen, 
who have become one of the richest families in the 
world despite the extreme poverty of the rest of the 
country (SKI 36809). * 

8.00 What the Papers Say. According to Christopher 
Sylvester of the Daily Express (S) (322248). 

8.10 The Road from Jarrow. See Preview, above (S) 
(526977). 

8.40 The Car’s the Stas. The story of the Mkll Jaguar 
(the one Inspector Morse drives) (S) (449480). * 

9.00 Have 1 Got News for ftu. Vincent Hanna and Tony 
Hawk s guest from last night (R) (S) (21 1 8). * 

930 BWBI Prelude to a Kiss (Norman Ren§ 1992 US). 
Offbeat romantic fantasy whereby; after a whirlwind 
romance, Alec Baldwin and Meg Ryan are married. 
But when a mysterious old man kisses tire bride, 
she undergoes a personality change (5) (4231 70). 

11.15 Later with Joois Holland. (New Series) Kula 
Shaker, Joe Cocker, Jackson Browne, the Blue Nile 
and Orbital are Ore opening guests (SJ (688064). 

12.15 Video Diaries. Male stripper rareals all (186949). 

1.15 Effl The Traitor (Michael McCarthy 1957 UK). 
Second World War spies discover; during a reunion, 
that one of their number was responsible for 
betraying them to the Gestapo. With Donald Wolfit 
(Then Vfeatherview) (883395). To 2.45am. 


6.00 GM7V. 6.00 News. 6.10 Mole in the Hole. 630 
Professor Bubble. 6 JO Bug Alert! 7.10 Disney's 
Wake Up in the Wild Room. 830 Gargjytes. 8.50 
Alien Rangers (1038373). 

935 Wbw. Randier and Wolf from the Gladiators pay a 
visit as boy-band 911 play live (5) (72472809). 

11.00 The Noise. Comes this week from New Ybrk, where 
Cyndi Lauper Is our guide. Rus, a reportfrom Kula 
Shaker's tour of Berlin (S) (9880). 

1130 The Chart Show (S) (98083). 

12J0 Love Bites. Looking at dream dates and the issue 
of sex before marriage, while the studio guest is 
Gladiator Rhino. Last in series (S) (68712). 

1.00 News & Weather (38884793). * 

1.05 Local News, Weather (38883064). * 

1.10 Movies, Games and Videos (7275248). 

1.45 Carto on Time (24449489). 

2.05 BOO The Sandwich Man (Robert Hartford-Dave 
1966 UK). Semi-silent vehide for Michael Bentine 
finds the ex-Goon playing a sandwich-board man 
and pigeon-fancier wandering the streets of London 
anxiously awaiting news of his prize pigeon. If that 
weren't enough, the supporting cast includes Dora 
Bryan, Suzy Kendall, Norman Wisdom and (scant 
consolation) Terry-Thomas (146793). 

3.50 SeaQuest2032 (SJ (2707557). * 

445 News; Sports Results; Wbather (5108151). * 

5.05 London Tonight; Sports Results (Followed by LWT 
Weather) (5285915). * 

530 New Baywatch (SJ (1984737). * 

6.15 Giadiatofs (SJ (313248). * 

7.15 Blind Date (Including Lottery Result) (SJ 
(335460). * 

8.1 5 Family Fortunes. Two families compete for cash 
and prizes under the cheery countenance of Les 
Dennis (SJ(639538J. * 

8.45 News; Weather; Lottery Result (Followed by LWT 
Weather) (593809). * ■ 

9.00 Kiss and Ten. Feature-length police drama. See. 
Preview, above (5) (80145002). * 

11.10 BED Omen IV: the Awakening (Jorge Montesi, 
Dominique Othenin-Girard 1991 US). Ipxxethe 
tide, this made-for-TV horror movie has little else to 
do with theonce-successful series. I mean, an 
Omen movie without a Damien? Anyhow, the 
story: a young couple who are unable to have 
children adopt a baby girl. Need I say more? Faye 
Grant and Michael Wfoods 'star' (670712). * 

1.00 Funny Business. The ubiquitous Ardal O’Hanlon 
Joins Vic and Bob (S) (88768). . 

1 30 Tropical Heat US detective series. A bounty hunter 
and an FBI agent are out to settle a score (SJ 
(4657923). 

2.25 The Chart Show (R) (SJ (136221 3). 

3.15 E News Review (7161107). 

4.05 God’s Gift (R) (5 918403). 

4.55 Night Shift (R) (S) (60728749). 

5.05 Coach. Luther feels suffocated by his relationship 
with Lorraine (R) (S) (2926958). 

530 News (35045). To 6.00am. 


Radio 


Satellite 


Radio 1 

[57.6-59 BUHr FW 

7.00am Kevin Gnvning 10.00 
Dave Pearce 1.00 Jo Whiley 4.00 
John Fed 7.00 Lavegroov? Dance 
Party with Danny Rampling 9.00 
Radio 1 Rap Show 12.00 The 
Radio 1 Reggae Doncetull Nile 

2.00 Essential Mm: Bedroom DJ 

4.00- 7.00am Claire Sturgos j 

Radio 2 

ash ram 

6.00mh Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Stove Wright s 
Saturday Show 1.00 Carrott'5 
Comedy Choree 1 JO The News 
Huddimes 2.00 Jndl Spiers 4.00 
Nirt Barraclou^i 5.00 Reading 
Music 6.00 Runrig in Concert 

7.00 Radio 2 Young Musician 
) 996 Showcase 8.00 Royal 
British Legion Festival of Remem- 
brance 9.! 5 David Jacobs 10.00 
folk at War 12.05 Charles Nave 

4.00- 6.00am Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

7.00am Record Review. 

9.00 Building a Library. 

10.15 Return Retoase. 

11.15 Roisiues. 

12.00 Private Passions. Michael 
Berkeley talks to Clco Lain*. 

1.00 News: Simon Rattle - Home 
and Away. 

3.00 The Department Score. 
Crk-finty Challenge. 

3.30 Young Artists’ Forum. Pre- 
sented bv Sandv Burnett. 

5.00 Jaz: Record Requests. With 
Geoffrey Smith, live from the 
fover ot fhe Queen Elizabeth 
Hall, the very heart of the Lon- 
don ja;: Festival. 

5.45 Miim Matters, is there any 
such thing as Eood tKle in 
music 1 And does it matter ’ 

Ivan Hpwetf considers notions 
of musical decorum from the 
medieval period to the present 

6.30 ines de Castro. A powerful 
and dramatis opera of tow. 
murder and revenge by James 
MacMillan, based on a play 
about the murder ot the epony- 
mous Crown pnnee of Portugal 

by John Clifford. Introduced by 
Geoffrey BaskerrHIe. 

9.15 Building for the Arts. Art 
centres should male sense, ar- 
gues Sir John Drummond. 

They are cheap, they become a 
destination in themselves and 
they encourage people to ex- 
pand their horizons. But do 
they generate interesting archi- 
tecture? ca-61. 

9.45 Zehetmair's Bach. The 


Choice 




distinguished Au-snon violinist 
plays Bach's solo sonatas and 
partitas. Recorded at the 1995 
Edinburgh International Festi- 
val in pie atmospheric setting 
of Greyfraus Kirk. Bach: 

Sonata No 2 in A minor. 

10.15 Impressions. Live from the 
Vortex Jazz Bar m Stoke New- 
ington. Brian Morton intro- 
duces the quintet led by 
saxophonist Bobby Wellins and 
trombonist Scott Stroman 

12.30 Mlstenoso. Ian Carr intro- 
duces hacks from mid -50s 
recordings made by Theicmous 
Monk, which were receiving 
enthusiastic reviews at the 
lime. (4.-81. 

1.00 Through the Night- With 
Donald Macieod. 

E.00-7.00am Sequence. 

Radio 4 

ISi 4-54 £M«t FM 

6.00am News Briefing 

6.10 Farming Today. 

6J0 Prayer for the Day. 

6.55 Weather. 

7.00 Today- 

8.58 Weather. 

9.00 Maws. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

9 JO Breakaway. 

10.00 News: Loose Ends. 

11.00 News; The Week m Wes:- 
minster. 

11.30 Eurofiie. Lucy Ash goes 
inside a Russian preen and 
discovers prisoners awaiting 
tnal who are suffocating in 
cells where disease is endemic. 

12.00 Money Box. 

12 .25 I'm Sorry I Haven'; a Clue. 
See choice, above. 

12.55 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? 

1.55 Shipping Forecast. 

2.00 News: Any Answers? 

230 Saturday Playhouse On ffre 

Edge ot toe World. Historical 
drama by Mike DorreH set at 
the time of King John. When 


Polishing up its Zimmer frame, 
I'm Sorry I Haven't a Clue 
(12.25pm R4, left) struggles 
on to the airwaves for a new 
series - this may be the last 
before the Momington Crescent 
joke faces compulsory retire- 
ment Later, veteran eccentric, 
Ivor Cutler, appears on Stanza 
on Stage (11.30pm R4). 

- trie archbishopric of St David's 

I m remotest Pembrokeshire be- 

3 J comes vacant, Gerald of Wales 
, feels his Welsh ancestry should 
make him the perfect cantfi- 
j date. But the King suspects 
| separatist tendencies, and the 

» ; Rape has to intervene. 

; 4.00 News; A History of Reading 
I in Fore Volumes. Does reading 
, rot the brain and damage the 
i i womb 7 Don Fowler examines 

1 the history of rhetoric against 
j women reading and asks why 
women now spend so much 
3 more time than men with 
books. f3.5l. 

4.30 Science Now. 

I 5.00 File on 4. 

1 5.40 The Wardrobe. 

| 5.50 Shipping Forecast 
. 5.55 Weather. 

1 6.00 Sb O'clock News. 

1 6.25 Week Ending, 
j 6.50 Ad Lib. Robert Robinson 
‘ eavesdrops an a group of fish- 
j omen. 

: 7 JO Kaleidoscope Feature. The 
impact of Igor Stravinsky on 
j SOth-century music «s still not 
I fully appreciated, Three con- 

j temperary composers pick a 

masterwork of their choice and 
evaluate his legacy. 

, 7.50 On These Days, 

; 8.50 Saturday Night Theatre i The 
\ Butterfly Hunt. A tale of mdt- 

[ vduai heroism by Matthew 

| Solon. At the height of the Sec- 

j and World War, Ursula Graham 

Bower found herself and the 
! Naga bibespeopto confronting 

. ; me advancing Japanese in a 

I remote part of Burma with vlr* 
j tuaiiy no weapons and no 

I trained soldiers. With Siriot 

| Jenkins and Samuel West 

9-35 Classics with Kay. 

J 9 JO Ten to Ten. 

, 9-59 Weather. 

I 10.00 News. 

I 10.15 The Seduction and Demise 
I Of Joseph Loughran. In Pearee 

I Elliott's drama, soft-hearted 

j drunk Joseph Loughran has : 

nothing more to took forward 1 


to than hard work on a build- 
ing site and a bit of love and 
lust- Then one fatal night he 
promises more than he can 
possibly deliver. 

11.15 The tobsang Rampa- Lam- 
pa: Mystic and Plumber. 
William Scanlan Murphy tells 
the curious stay of Cyril 
Hoskins, the Devonshire 
plumber who reinvented him- 
self as a Tibetan lama. 

1130 Stanza on Stage. Ivor Cutter 
* and his marvellous harmonium, 
recorded at the Birmingham 
Readers end Writers' Festival. 
See choice, left. 

12.00 News. 

12J0 The Late Story: Flesh, 
Blood and Formaldehyde. By 
Afex Jones. 

12^8 Shipping Forecast 

1.00- 6-OOiarn As Wbrkf Service. 

Radio 5 

lfiS3.9Q9UtlH6 

6.00am Dirty Tackle 630 Brian 
Hayes 9.05 Weekend with Ker- 
shaw and Whittaker 11.05 Top 
Gear 1135 Sick as a ftonot 1135 
Sport on Five 6.06 Si* -O-Six 635 
World Cup Football 9.05 Champi- 
onship Boxing 12.05 Night Talk 

2.00 Up All Night 5-00-6.00am 
Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

(IOHO-lEI^HHrFHI 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9 j 00 Classic 
Countdown 11L00 Gardening Fo- 
rum LOO Alan Mann 44)0 Nick 
Bailey 7.00 Russian Revelation 
8J0 Evening Concert Gershwin: 

An American in Pans. Detius: Paris 
- The $o% of a Greet City Offen- 
bach: Gate PSrisiema. Johann 
Swiften; Carrtvat in ftrte. Morart; 
Symphony No 31 in D (Paris) 

10.00 The Classic Quiz 12.00 An- 
dre Leon 4.00 Travel Guide 530- 
630am Michael Fanstone. 

Virgin Radio 

(1215. 1M7-129H& Hf IlftJBfib BO 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 8.00 
Russ and Jon 10.00 Jeremy 
Ciak 2JW Mark Rwest 6J0 
Lynn Parsons 10.00 Robin Banks 

2.00- 6. 00am Howard Pearce 

World Service 

IlftttzUA 

1.00am Newedesk 130 inspira- 
tion 2.00 Newsday 230 People 
6 Politics 3.00 News 3.15 Sports 
Roundup 330 Music Review 

4.00 Newsdesk 430 Short Storys 
The Old Man and His S uitease 

4.45 On the Move 5.00 Newsday 
530-6.00*m Weekend 


SOI 

7.00am Undun (98064). 9.00 Sally 
Jessy Raphael 123847). 1030 Design- 
IngVfomen (84373). 1030 Murphy 
Brown (74809). 11.00 Parker Lewis 
Cant Lose (16809). 1130 Real TV 
(J 75381 12JX) WWF (50557X 1.00 
The Hit Mix (14915). 2.00 Hercules 
(85002). 3.00 The Lazarus Man 
(113541 400 WWF (304891 5D0 
Rsctfic Blue ( 8441 X 6.00 America's 
Dumbest Criminals (5460). 630 Tyson 
ExdusiVB... with Rosearwe (67121 
730 Hercules (354221 8.00 Unsolved 
Mysteries (44170). 9.00 Cops I 
1293731 930 Cops 11 (97536). 10JD0 
Stand and Defter (991 JfiL 1030 
Revetations (75538). 1UX> Movie 
- Show (31118). 1130\tiuiglndana 
Jonas f2J286L 1230 Dream On 
(65763). LOO Comedy Rules 
(611261 130 The Edge (74132). 
2m7.00am Hit Mix (40107). 

SOT MOVES 

6J30am The Rangp; the Cook and a 
Hole in the Sky (1995) (563351 8to0 
They Ad Lauded (1981) ( 763541 
10J00 Krull (1983) (972481 12.00 
Jules Vfeme’s 800 Laagies Down the 
Amazon (1994) (669771 2JOO Curse 
of the Viking Grave (1991) (58373L 
430 Troop Beverly Hills (1989) 

(33731 6.00 Trie Beverty HiMlfies 
(1993) (453091. 8 JOO Temunal Vfcloaty 
(1994) (40354^ 10-00 Daadboit 
(1992) (5726061 1140 Tamhat Ve- 
locity (1994) (3354221 L25 Object of 
Obsession (1994) (1477741 330 The 
Arrogant (1987) (54584). 430- 
6.00am The Bauefy HlbflDes (1993) 
(406871 

MMECHIMEL 

6to0am A-KaurdngWe win Go 
(1942) (1088538). 7.10 JttWbUgS 
(1943) (74720371 830 The Counter- 
feit Contessa (1994) (34351 2 7QJ. 
10.10 Norwood (1970) (42521248). 
12JX) Forbidden Memories (1995) 
(97847). 2.00 Dead Mar's Revenge 
(3993) (56915). 40 0 Trapped in Par- 
adise (19151 6-00 Carol fa -{1994) 
(36151). &00 Speechless (383941 
(489961 10-00 Kattbmta-&993J 
(78965). 12J» Cosmic Slop (1994) 
(3G045). 130 Decadence (1993) 
(383321 3.00 No-Ooa CouW Protect 
Her (1995) (5818551 440 Jtterbte 
(1943) (850747491 

snrHovtBGOu) 

4.00pm Son of Srohad (1955) 

(8 476460). 6.00 The Muppets Take 
Manhattan (1984) (2723064). 8.00 
The KiBere (1964) (27358091 

10.00 The Beast (1988) 

(77584621 12-00 Lenny Lhra and 
Unleashed (1989) (1042720), 1,40 
Nosferatu the vampyre[1979) 
(2775381). 33fr430am Tom, Dick 


6.00 Sesame Street (1410118). ... 

6J55 The Magic School Bos (3035793). 

730 ReaDyWfld Animate (7751118). . 

7.50 First Edmon (2384731). 

8.05 Kirs Arthur and the Knights of Justice 
(9410880). 

835 Hang Time (6034996). 

9.00 The Morning Line (70731). 

10.00 Gazzetta Footoafl Italia (57793). 

11JX) BJitz! (SJ (77557)'. 

12.00 S^gn On. Visits tt^peaf Film and Television 
Festival in NewcasBafSJ (38083). 

1230 BBS Test Writ (Viflor Fleming 1 938 USft'Ctafk 
Gable and Spaicer Tracy play a couple of test 
plots, supported by. Myma Loy and Lionel 
Barrymore (74264267). * 

2j 40 Radiv from Doncaster and Wincanton. Eho^gfi 
Scott and John Francome mtrodoceendrfthe 
season flat racing. Doncader. The 2.55 
(fo-operative Bank Serfoy Stakes, 330 Tote Credit 
November Handicap and the 4.05 Coalite Dragon 
Handicap Stakes. Wiricanton: The 3.10 Badger 
Bear Handicap Chase and 3.45 Tanglefoot Elite 
Hurdle (SJ (82329828). 

435 Four-Mations: Electric Passions- Computer 
animated special effects (S) (4353199). 

5.05 Brooksfde OmrAus (SJ (7560462). * 

630 R&itto Reply (SJ (977). * . 

7.00 A Week In Politics (SJ (1 606). 

8.00 In Remembrance: Ken Saro-Wiwa. Tribute to 
the Nigerian human rights leader on the first 
anniversary of his death. His hangng by the 
military dictatofship led. to international 
outrage and Nigeria’s suspension from the 
Commonwealth (SJ (2034). * ' ' 

9.00 ER. Famously controversial episotte where Dr 
Greene makes a fatal blunder rn misdia^rosing a 
pregnant patient (R) (833002). * 

9. 55 Jo Brand Through the Cakehofe. Includes the 
sketch wtiere W/nder actor Gary Webster wakes up 
beside Brand <7?J (SJ (850528). * ' 

1035 NYPD Bhie. The snappiy edited cop squad 
investigate on discovering a pregnant woman's 
charred remains (R).(513557). 

11.25 BBZatdozTJoffo Boorman 1973 UKj.‘ 

Beautifolly photografrfied, supremely feituous sd-fl 
tale with Sean Connery (plus toinckih) as the only 
red-blooded male in a colony of hyper-intellectual 
and immortal women. Charfotte Rampling takes 
our hero's fancy (697489). * 

130 Late Licence: Battle Angel Afita. Manga mayhem 
(S) (8722671). 

230 The New Twffight Zone. Jenny Agutterstars in the 
tale of an ageing Lancelot summoned ty Merlin 
• who mates an offer he can not refusa f 1 52 4652). 

2.55 United States of ^ Television.' Out-take from the 500 
or so channels on offer (R) (SJ OJ30855J. 

3.40 FuR Rental. Australian humour (SJ (18153294). 

4.10 The Rea! WbrtcL US flatshare verfto (SJ 
(3449403). To 5.10am. 


and Harry (1941) (22896132). 

SKT SPORTS 1 

7.00am Wbrtd Sport (45996). 7 30 
Cavalcade 126489). 830 Racing 
Nens (62199). 9JOO Boxing; Count- 
down to Judgement Night (36335). 
1030 Hold the Back Page (53925). 
1L00 Intemaljonal FootbalJ: Georgia 
vs England (511471 ). 230 Boxfog 
(382281 3.00 Sports Saturday Results 
(4231181 530 Ice Hockey (58147). 
630 Ice Hockey - Live (1347121 

9.00 Rugby Union Update (83083). 

11.00-L30aui lea Hockey (988460). 

scr SPORTS z 

7.00am Soccer AM (5972267). 

1 LOO Motosport: American Sports 
Cavalcade (6458460). 12J0G Gotfr In- 
side the PGA Senior Tour (35161511 
1230 GoK: Inside the PGA Tour 
(19542861 1J30 The Rugby OUb 
(19424411 2J00 Asian Goff Show 
(7551996). 330 Ice Hockey; NM_ 
Rowar Week (2675557). 4w00 ASP 
Suffog (2654064). 530 Hi^i FVe 
(2432489). 530 Boring; Gouittiown 
to Judgement Nigra (8079426). 630 
International ftxXbafl; Georga vs Eng- 
land (1652002). aOO-12-OOrrwfefeht 
Boxing: Judgpment Night (Part One) - 
Uve (3308809). 

SKHKORKE 

12-OOmtttight Boxing: Jm^ement 
NWtt (Part 2) - (9CS9207J. 

SKT SPORTS 3 . 

12-00nooo UK SkHT Safllng 
(56702354). 1230 H^i Fne 
(25304625). 130 Wold Motor Sport 
(874304601 5.00 World Sport Spe- 
cial (36438606). 530 Gofc Kapaiua 
International (150291511 700 Live 
Goff: Kapaiua Intern ation al 
(984246061 830 Spare* Football - 
(352200981 11.00 UK 5HF Saffir® 
(50498248). 1130-1200midnsht 
High Five (99969422): 

UVE TV 

£308ni Rewfations 630 Looking for 
Loue 7.00 Spsrteh Archer 730 Mind 
and Body 8 j 00 Why files 830 Video 
Got 9.00 Fate and Fortune 930 Fash- 
ion 10.00 RsvEdatXMS 1030 Locidng 
for Love 11XK) Mrxfand Body 1130 
Spanish Archer 12J0Q GaiTs Campus 

Capers 1230 Wty FBes JjOO UMklrw 
far Love 130 Fate and Fortune 230 
fashion 230 Mind and Body 3.00 
Chequered Rag 330 Ph Money 44)0 ' 
Eric's Monster Sport Show 530 Eva's 
Seventies Pop Show 64)0 fashion 
630 Dirt Monster Sport 74)0 Span- 
ish Archer 730 Revelations 8.00 
arflido 94)3 Wty FUes 930 Ixokirc 
tor liNB 104)3 .Enrt Monster Sport 
1030 StarekUp Ljva 114B Rate and 
Fbrtuie 1130 Tte Sex Shew 124»- 
6,00am Night-rrme Rog ng nme s 


FTV/R^rons 

As London creep!: 1230pm Mates, Gomes and 
Mdaos(68722L 110 Beach VblteytaH (399523541 
1M Touring Care (291069151 2.10 Akwft 
(2297354). 310 Fam: The Hollywood Detective 
(709918091 130am Carnal Knowtedgs (673161 
2O0m Ffere Up the Junction (124971 4.00am 
Sound Bites (76425942). 410am Hettar Slelter 
(58375841 5.00-530sm Wbrtd of 5a£ng(4483GL . 

CHNBKSMKniBISiyTOMfflRE * .'l - 
As London except: 1230pm Mcvjes, Garara and 
Wdeas (687121 UOThmdar h Fte a d be (539^361- 
2.05 «m: Toby lyter (4202671 345 Nrnd/t 
(8889771 5.10 Channel 3 North Eas&Rttma. 
(66295571 Kvte.Sooreilne (6629557). 130am 
Coach (5511836). 1.55am War and Rfinwn- 
bwxa (876294). 145am Late & Loud (28067681 
4j40-530am Murder; She Wrote (52983261 : , 

cum : l 1; 

As Lnfanocecl: 3230pm FVemfere (687221 130 
Cartoon (8674&354L t25 Dlnosaqrs(39358S38l. 
135 Eastern Mix (291021991 225 Mows, 
Gaines aid VWecs (574433351 235 Afrwotf 
(22343351 150 RbboOop (27075571 5 JO Cm- 
tral Match -Grab 6*3(662955 7). 4-05anJobflnd-' 
9(4119300). 530530am Aslan Ejb (2458294). 


As London eneptr 1230pm Htet- Motes, Games 
aid Videos (687221 Wales: Catttorrda Offbeat 
a 731153m. 1245 M6fes:Rigy 2000 (17309793). 
1.10 West: Bristol (2y- The Gkxy Iters (7397915). 
L40 WUes: TteQKMcCte«-<29I069I5J. 2.10 Fto 
Vtea Cruz (4344601 155 Knight Rldar(9882373L 
14Xten Carnal Khovtedfge(67326L 2.00am Hht 
Up the Junction (124971 430zm Sound BBar 
(764159421 440am FMerSte»er(5837584L 54M- 
530am VUaild of Sa9ng (448361 •. ■ 

mnuti . 

- As London except: 1230pm Motes, Games and 
Videos (687221 L10A406 <399523541 1.40 Tour- 
ing Care (29106915). 21 0 World of Sailing 
(709036441 240 WteierCartDon (21248471 2J50 
Akwotf (12350641 3A5 Kr^ht Ridar (8889771 
130am Carnal Knowfedas (57316). 230am Rtou 
Up the Juxtrarr (124971 44)0am Sound Bites 
(764159421 430am Heter Stater<58375B4l 52)0- 
530am-fte8screen (448363. 

wsioounv. 

Avbnndofr eaoapb 1230pm Movies. Games and 
Videos (687121 1.10 Bierelzel ( 72752481 L45 
Changiais of the Fuhiai52 549251120 Dtiosauo 
(5 74440641 150 Akwotf (61 79373). 150 Thui- 
der in Paradise (2707557)- LOOam Carnal Knowk 
ed^ 1673/61 24Xfem Rtefe Up Bib Jwclion(Z24971 - 

44Ktam Sound Bites (764159421 4.10am Hater 
Skelter (5837584J. 5.00530am Saing (44836). 


As C4 except 94K)ara Morning Line (7D73JJ. 104)0 
RooWes (322671 ia30NawGamesmaster(477321 
1230pm Motew^ch (66354). 1.00 The Avengers 
(61809). 24X) Travelog Trete (87058251 630 Real 
Hofiday Show (977). 74)0 News (845480). 7.15 
Noson Lawen (3790335). 120 Gwyt Gadd Dant 
Caernarfon ArCyth 1996 (966629031 L20am Bat- 
tle An^sl Allta (8722671 1 405-5. 10am Real 
Wxld (33529231 







TO OWN YOUR CAST OF THOUSANDS, 
START WITH OUR FREE GUIDE. 

Fcr c ta jtc cl rise 16 0C0 »ic-:o top'.*, w, otic- rpq!_j':--.f o^r free 
24 seqe colour previc-w Guido to icy 
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numbers below for your free previa*. Guide today. There's 
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It’s flimsy, 
1 Med - and 
the most 

i' s , 

! precious item 
in the world 
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This rather tatty looking, 
stained piece of paper is ar- 
guably the most valuable object 
m the world A rare Swedish 
stamp, nearly a century and a 
half old, it was sold for a record 
19 milli on Swiss francs (£2. lm) 
at a public auction in Zurich 
yesterday. 

The Treskflling Yellow, which 
is listed in the Guinness Book 
of World Records as the most 
valuable object of any type by 
weight, volume and density, 
has belonged successively to 
many of the world's topcoDec- 
tors si nc e first going on the mar- 
ket in 1885. It was first sold to 
a Stockholm dealer for just 7 
Swedish kroner (70p) that year 
by a schoolboy who discovered 
il aroong a pile of letters at his 
graimfoother’s house. 

ThejaJe eclipsed the record 
of ST#9m (£890,000) for the 
same stamp in 1990 and was 
bought by an unidentified 
Stockholm-based dealer. It will 
be shown at a Thanksgiving 
weekend exhibition at the Wil- 
dorf-Astoria Hotel in New York 
later this month. 

Auctioneer David Feldman 
who co-ordinated the sale said 
yesterday that the price went far 
beyond expectation and pre- 
dicted that it would give the 
world stamp-collecting market 
a major boost. 

“It will give a lot of confi- 
dence to people who have 
bought rare stamps," he said. 
“It's a very special moment in 
the history of philately.'' 

Predictably, the battle was on 
in Zurich yesterday to identify 


the mystery buyer who many 
believe is a Stockholm-based 
dealer. 

Bogdan Stanculescu, a Ro- 
manian collector and stamp 
expert, estimated that only a 
handful of collectors would 
have the means to buy the 
Treskflling Yellow, adding that 
it was possible that the person 
who bought it wanted to keep 
it in Sweden. 

Mr Feldman said he knew the 
identity of the 'collector but 
declined to identify him, “i 
have met him before, but I did 
not know he was going tofrid," 
he added 

Hans Leroesta],' the Stock- 
holm dealer who bought the 
stamp for the private diem, said 
he would have been prepared 
to pay even more for it. “I am 
vefy proud to have the honour 
to purchase the most valuable 
item in the world,** he said. 

The Tteskilling stamp is the 
only yellow version of an 1855 
three-shilling issue, which is 
Sweden’s first postage stamp. 
Although in appearance it is in 
fact a dull, orangery hue, the oth- 
ers that have survived are green, 
and for many years yesterday’s 
stamp was believed to be a fake. 
Scientific tests in the 1970s 
proved otherwise. 

It has held the single stamp 
record in successive sales since 
1984, and its latest owner, Sveh- 
Olof Karkson of Sweden, de- 
cided to sell rather than make 
final payments on the purchase 
he made six years ago. 

Yesterday’s sale took about 
four minutes, with some 16 
bids coming in from more than 
half a dozen would-be buyers. 



Stamp of distinction: TreskiHing Yfettow - the most valuable item In the world by weight, volume and density 


including one by telephone 
from Malaysia. 

The stamp was discovered by 
Swedish schoolboy George 
Backman in 1885. During a 
Christmas visit to his grand- 
mother, 14-year-old George 
asked her to open a chest of 
drawers so that he could search 
for letters, hoping to find some 
old stamps to sell. He took the 
yellow stamp and some others 
to a dealer in Stockholm who 
agreed to buy it for Skr7. 


. Recalling the occasion in lat- 
er years, Mr Backman said: “I 
dared to ask him whether I was 
to receive seven crowns for the 
stamp, whereupon he answered 
T shall pay that much all the 
same’.” Shortly after complet- 
ing the transaction, Mr Back- 
mao discovered that the dealer 
had already been offered 300 
crowns for the rarity, but had 
declined to part with it saying: 
“It will someday reach a very 
high price.” 


Stars of the stamp world 


The Mauritius “Bordeaux 
Cover" - a letter sent to wine 
merchants in 1847 with the 
1 penny and 2 penny first 
issues of Mauritius -which was 
bought for £2.6m in less than 
a minute at an auction in 
Zurich in 1993. 

A British Fenny Black, sold 
on an addressed envelope, 
went for £1.3m because the 


letter had been sent four days 
before the stamp's official date 
of issue, 6 May 1840. 

A one cent British Guyana 
stamp dating from 1856. The 
owner of one of the only two 
known examples of the "British 
Guyana 1 cent” bought the 
other for about £30,000 and 
then burnt it - thereby doubling 
the value of the surviving 


significant shorts 


Yeltsin moved 

toKmnlin 

hospital 

Recovering from his 
quintuple bypass faster than 
expected. President Boris 
Yeltsin yesterday moved into 
a hospital where he has a 
suite of offices and asked for 
some classical music. 

The Russian leader. 65. 
has been pushing doctors lor 
days to move him to the 
Kremlin hospital, which has 
presidential offices and a 
more homely atmosphere. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin said no one 
could talk him out of iu “The 
president's health will __ 
improve very fasr now." he 
predicted after Yeltsin left 
the Moscow Cardiological 
Centre, where he underwent 
surgery on Tuesday. 

,iP- Moscow 

US army officer 
on rape charge 

The US army has brought 
charges of rape and sexual 
harassment against a captain 
and two drill sergeants at the 
Arm}' Ordnance Center in 
Man land. 

The Pentagon said it had 
identified more than a dozen 
victims, all female recruits in 
their second eight weeks of 
military training. 

“All "of us are' deeply 
troubled by the allegations of 
sexual misconduct and rape,” 
said Gen. Dennis Reimer. 
Army chief of stall at a 
Pentagon news conference. 
AP - Washington 

Spain’s jobless 
toll increases 

Joblessness in Spain rose to 
14.08 percent in October, 
from 13.82 percent in 
September, the Ministry of 
Labour said yesterday. 

The number of Spaniards 
registered as out of work rose 
tn'40,099 people, to a 
rounded 123 million at the 
end of October. AP- Madrid 


Turkey aiders 

smoking 

dampdown 

Parliament in Turkey, a 
country of dedicated 
smokers, has adopted a km 
banning smoking in most 
public places and the sale of 
cigar cues to children. 

Public transport, sports 
centres and location*, 
providing health, education 
and cultural services are to 
be smoke-free and am > <ue 
caught selling tobacco to 
under- ISs wifi be fined tom 
Turkish lira (£M). The law 
will also curb cigarette 
advertising and make health 
warnings on tobacco pack- 
compulsi >iy. .4P - Ankara 

Swiss soldiers 
reprimanded 

Outraged farmers and 
railway officials yesterday 
demanded that the Swiss 
government rein in Ihe arni) 
on after officers admitted 
soldiers hud practised their 
skills subduing unruly 
fanners and striking rail 
workers. Last week, the army 
also admitted to staging a 
manoeuvre in which tanks 
warded off a hypothetical 
invasion from neighbouring 
Italy’s secessionist Ptuiania 
movement. Reuter - Berne 

Hells Angels 
move on 

The Hells Angels have 
abandoned their downtown 
Copenhagen headquarters, 
which was hit by a deadly 
anti-lank grenade lust month, 
city officials said yesterday. 

The bikers are at the 
centre of a low-level guerrilla 
wur being waged among 
motorcycle gang members 
across Scandinavia and 
Finland. Last month, a 
grenade slammed into the 
Copenhagen headquarters, 
killing m o people and 
injuring 19 others, during an 
annual beer bash. 

AP - Copenhagen 





It s just another luxury car, 


until you drive it. 






The Scorpio. It’s another world. 





For your personal introduction to a whole new world of motoring call 0345 287287. 
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Patrick Johnson 


Patrick Johnson was someone 
who used to be described ap- 
provingly as an “all-rounder". 
He was a rawing Blue at Oxford, 
and began a distinguished sci- 
entific career there as a physi- 
cist. He was a Bellow and Tutor 
at Magdalen College for 20 
years, interrupted by his 
wartime service in Operations, 
for which he was appointed 
OBE. He was also an experi- 
enced yachtsman, a trained 
pilot and a first-class shot 

His whole life might have 
been rather different He went 
to Dartmouth in 1917 at the age 
of 13, but when the war was over 
and the Royal Navy being cut 
back his father urged him to 
leave and go to Tonbridge 
School instead. From there, be 
went up to Oxford and read 
physics at Magdalen. 

He had learned to row at 
Tonbridge, and rowed in the 
Magdalen Fust Eight for three 
years. In those days, Magdalen 
had been amongst the three top 
crews on the river for SO years, 
a record unbeaten by any oth- 
er college. Johnson stroked the 
1926 crew when they regained 
second position, and was Cap- 
tain in his final year. He was also 
in the university boat that year, 
but it was in the middle of a dis- 
astrous period in Oxford row- 
ing when Cambridge won every 
race except one for 18 years. 

He spent a postgraduate year 
at the Sorbonne before return- 
ing to Oxford in 1928 where he 
was appointed a Fellow and Tu- 



Johrtson: avuncular 


Before the microchip changed 
all our lives, revolutionising 
the way we seek and receive in- 
formation, there was another, 
quieter, revolution - in the 
world of reference books. 

David Sisman was one of the 
small group of pioneers who, in 
the 1950s and early 1960s, 
changed the look of an entire 
genre - atlases, gardening 
books, DIY books, cookbooks, 
nature books, guidebooks. 
Where previously there bad 
been solid text, peppered with 
black-and-white line drawings 
and perhaps a few colour plates 
tipped in, reference bools sud- 
denly came alive. Full colour 
photographs and diagrams con- 
veyed to millions of readers 
whai they needed to know on 
any subject from plate tecton- 
ics to pruning an apple tree. 

Sisman had an exceptional eye 
fur design, a rare talent for 
friendship, a deep interest in oth- 
er people and a healthy lack of 
concern for money - either for 
making it or for holding on to it. 

After wartime and post-war 
service in the Royal Navy and 
a brief spell in advertising he 
joined the London office of 
Reader's Digest in 1953 and was 
promptly seconded to their 
fledgling Italian office, to take 
charge of an and design. To 


tor at Magdalen, and University 
Lecturer m Physics. At that tine 
there was rivalry within the de- 
partment headed by Professor 
John Townsend, between the 
theoretical physicists in the 
Clarendon Laboratory and the 
electricians in the Electrical 
Laboratory. A course of lectures 
OQ “High Vacuum Physics", ad- 
vertised by the latter, is said to 
have been countered by anoth- 
er on “Higher Vacuum Phyacs” 
by the former. As an electrician, 
one of Johnson’s interests at 
that time was the development 
of electro-magnetism. 

He was a tutor for almost 20 
years at Magdalen before and 
after the Second World Wiar, 
well remembered, not only by 
his pupils but by many under- 


graduates. He was the only 
Fellow of the college this cen- 
tury to have been a rowing 
Blue and was an energetic and 
legendary supporter of the Boat 
Club. He coached many good 
Magdalen crews through the 
1930s, and also coached the Ox- 
ford crew in 1933. 

The Magdalen SCR at that 
Lime bad many formidable 
members. Johnson played golf 
with Harry Weldon, sailed with 
John Morris, and lived in the 
company of Fellow bachelors 
like CS. Lewis and Bruce Mc- 
Fariane. His best-known pup3 
and closest friend was James 
Griffiths, lifelong Fellow and lat- 
er President of Magdalen; they 
were regulars at the Lamb and 
Flag together and at the back 
bar of the King's Arms. 

Despite Dartmouth, and Dy- 
ing Bristol Fighters with the 
University Air Squadron, when 
the Second World Wir came 
Johnson was in the Army. He 
worked initially on radar oper- 
ations, and later served as 
Deputy Scientific Adviser to 
Field Marshal Montgomery in 
21st Army Group. 

After the war, Johnson re- 
turned to Magdalen, and was 
Vice-President in 194647. To 
the surprise of many, he then ac- 
cepted the appointment of Di- 
rector of Studies at RAF 
College, Cranweli, where he re- 


mained until 1952. He told a 
friend at the time that after five 
years away from Oxford he 
found the prospect of keeping 
pace with the teaching of 
physics somewhat daunting and 
worried that be might not be 
abe to offer his students the sup- 
port they needed. He bad al- 
ways been known more for his 
dedicated teaching than for his 
own scientific research. 

His next appointment was in 
India, where he was head of the 
Institute of Armament Studies 
in Poona from 1952 to 1955. He 
returned to London to become 
Scientific Adviser to the Anny 

Owmril, anri pnrifiri hiV y jentific , 

career as Assistant Scientific ad- 
viser to SHAPE. Far from re- 
tirement, he then spent eight 
years with the Educational 
Foundation for Visual Aids as j 
Head of their Experimental 
Development Unit, from 1962 
to 1970. 

His many friends at Oxford 
will remember him as an ener- 
getic and practical man; often 
gruff but always warmhearted; 
critical but incisive; and mod- 
est but determined in all he did. 
Academic pressures today 
would Tnaifp it difficult for an all- 
rounder like Fat Johnson to win 
a Fellowship and Lectureship at 
Oxford, but the contribution 
which he made in the first half 
of a long and busy life kept his 
name alive there for another 50 
years, during which he re- 
mained, as all had known him, 
an avuncular bachelor. 

Peter Fullerton 

Patrick Johnson, physicist bom 
24 May 1904; Fellow and Lec- 
turer in Natural Science, Mag- 
dalen College, Oxford 1928-47, 
Dean 1934-38, Vice-President 

1946- 47; OBE 1945; Director of 
Studies, RAF College. Cranweli 

1947- 52; Dean, Institute of Ar- 
mament Studies, India 1952- 

. 55; Scientific Adviser to the.- 4imy 
Council 1955-58; Assistant Sci- 
entific Adviser, SHAPE 1958-62; 
Head of Experimental Develop- 
ment Unit, Educational Foun- 
dation for Visual Aids 1962-70; 
died London 29 October 1996 



Robert Benayoun 


Benayoun: Surrealist trnnad film critic 


One of. the inexplicable mys- 
teries of French me is the ex- 
orbitant enthusiasm for the 
peison and the movies of Jer- 
iy Lewis, Robert Benayoun, a- 
highly respected literary and 
film critic, was one of his most 
ardent (yet dear-headed) ad- 
mirers, and wrote an enter-' 
twining book. about his hero, 
Borrow Mr Lewis (revised and 
enlarged in 1989). 

This work is a classic exam- 
ple of French intellectuality, 
when the critical faculty is ex- 
pressed in the form of a deda- 
jatiofl of love and an aesthetic 
-manifesto. Jerry Lewis is the 
sort of comedian who makes 
sensitive souls shrink. He can 
ensure total embarrassment, 
and that is what fascinates 
Robert Benayoun. Lewis's in- 
fantile excesses and tasteless 
lewdnesses are a kind of blun- 
dering . frankness . in which 
Benayoun sees a violent 
affirmation of the truth of -life. 
His book is a series of par- . 

traits with lavish interviews that 
merge into an overwhelming : 
grotesqucmegalomamac mega- 
star down always on the verge 
of tears, in the roost Judicious 
yet banal situations, with a kind 
of savage beauty and awesome 
courage in his wildest burlesque 

routines. Benayoun sees in this 
monster the archaic figure ofa 
primitive jester, a Pan whose ir- 
reverence appeals to the intent 
buried deep inside us all, and 
that longs to erupt irrationally, 
as Jerry Lewis so often does, 
into our primly restrictive adult 
world. 

But how did a young Mo- 
roccan come to gain such deep 
insights into the dubious appeal 
of Jerry Lewis? Perhaps ances- 
tral memories of holy fools and 
the liberating logic of figures like 
the Incredible Mulla Nasrudin, 
immortalised for us in the de- 
lightful books of Idris Shah, put 
Robert Benayoun on the right ■ 
trade, which led straight to 
post-war Surrealism. He was a 
disciple of Andrd Breton, 
revered his writings and joined 
the Surrealist movement 1 in 
Paris in 1948. He was also crazy 
about the movies, and deter- 
Ptotngraph: Kobat Collection mined to put his master's the- 


ories into practice in the Sev- 
enth Art. He began in 1950 by 
creating with a Greekfeflowen- 


rou, a small review, L'Age du 
cinema, which was short-lived. 
Theft he joined the staff- of n 
more substantial organ. /tori# 
that was to rival Les Cahi&s du 
Cindma as France’s (and Eu- 
rope’s) finest movie magazine. 
It was launched in 1952, and 
Benayoun contributed notable 
reviews and^essa^ 

always-readabte film critic 
Le Point, defender of the uffie- 
pendem director, the most un- 
popular themes and 

experimental Surrealist treat- 
ments: He was a'keen critic of 
the noweBe vague and at Lire 
time was unusual in his cham- 
pioning of American comedians 
like Buster Keaton, Woody 
Allen and the Marx Brothers, 
those darlings of our British in- 
tellectuals. He also wrote on the 
work of Alain Resnais and John 
Huston, and composed a mem- 
orable tribute to Breton in 
L’Erptisme du 'Surrialisme 
(1965). Other wcH-receive'd 
works were L Anthoiogpt du non- 
sense (1959), LeDessuuvtimd de 
Wah Disney (1961), Les Frbrts 
Max (l98Q),Lc Regard de Buster 
Keaton (19821 and Woody Allen 
au-delit du langage (“Woody 
Allen Beyond AD Wards”, 1985). 

His early cinematic efforts 
were only twer. Paris n’cxisie pas 
(1969) and Sirieux edmme le 
plaisir (1975), scripted with 
Jean-Oaude Carri&re and with 
music by Serge Gaiosbourg 
(who plays a small part). Just be- 
fore his death, he had been 
working intermittently of p 
new book about Steven Spiel- 
berg, which his long illneo Ltid 
not allow him to completffHe 
lies now in Montparnasse ceme- 
tery, along with so many other 
writers, artists and people from 
the entertainment world, and 
near Henri Langlois, founder of 
die Paris Cin&salhfeque. 

Janes Kirimp 

Robert Benayoun, critic and film 
director bom Port-Lyautey, 
Morocco 1926; died Paris 20 
Octoba- 1996 


David Sisman 


David Sisman and his wife Mar- 


in the grip of austerity, Italy was 
a revelation -a land of sunshine, 
and no rationing. Equally, 
David was a revelation to the 
Italians. They had been ex- 
pecting a stiff, reserved English 
naval officer. What they got was 
an artist and designer who 
could turn any deadline into a 
drama, and could match the 
best of them, histrionics for 
histrionics. The promotion 
copywriter in Milan found that 
the best way to get David Sis- 
man to deliver material on time 
was to burst into tears. Then 
there would be apologies, flow- 
ers, chocolates - and a winning 
batch of designs. The Italians 
were so impressed that they 
gave Sisman a nickname: “the 
prima donna”. 

After four years in Italy, Sis- 
man swapped jobs with his 
London counterpart and be- 
came art director for Reader's 
Digest in Britain. This meant vis- 
its to the parent company in the 
United States. On one such trip, 
he stepped into an elevator m 
New York to find the only oth- 
er occupant was a smartly 
dressed woman who seemed to 
have something io do with 
Reader's Digest. By the time they 
reached the 16th floor, Sisman 


had so captivated her that she 
invited him to dinner. She was 
Lila Acheson Wallace, co- 
owner and co-founder, with 
her husband DeWitt Willace, of 
Reader’s Digest. David Sisman 
was to become their favourite 
En glishman, and tn spend many 
happy years at the Digest, spot- 
ting and encouraging young 
talent 

In his youth he had run away 
to join the Merchant Navy, vol- 
unteering for the Royal Navy in 
1942. TWjce he was aboard ships 
that were sunk by enemy action. 
On the second occasion, when 
HMS Egret was bombed off 
Cape Fmisterre in August 1943. 
only 27 survived out of a crew 



Ted Daffan 


Stoma n: tba prima dorms* 


of 231. Some of the younger 
sailors, thrown into a heaving 
sea, were beginning to despair 
and to give up the fight But Sts- 
man, despite his hands befog 
badly burnt, swam from man to 
man, keeping their spirits up 
and giving more than one young 
sailor the will to hang on until 
help arrived. Later, he volun- 
teered for submarines and be- 
came a navigation officer on 
patrol in the Atlantic. He fin- 
ished the war with a DSC but 
always insisted that “everybody 
who was in the war got a medal . 

A love of the sea stayed with 
Sisman all his life. He was a 
keen member of the British Sub 
Aqua Club, editing and illus- 
trating their official Diver's 
Manual. He was the editor of 
The Professional Diver’s Hand- 
book (1982) and co-wrote, with 
Peter Dick, Underwater Diving 
(1985). He explored many 
wrecks off the coast of Wdes 
and the South-West, where his 
training in navigation made 
him a valued member of any 
diving team. He could read 
tide tables, and predict a squall 
just by looking up at the sky. “I 
realhr must give up diving, he 
would say, turned 7D and the 
survivor of two strokes. But 
everybody knew he didn't mean 
it. He continued helping the 


BSAC with training courses 
and lectures that combined 
hard, practical mfrn^ation with 
wit and brilliant jpuStrafions. 

R ight n^offiei^&e of his fi- 

Sisman stayed young by 
life to die fill Calligraphy, class- 
es in life drawing, slate engrav- 
ing, flying - all of these he took 
up arid mastered. Ifet he sfill 
found time to set fermle hearts 
a-flutter, working fori the char- 
ity Gowact and looking after 
what be called “my old ladies”. 

After his last stroke, David 
Sisman was taken into the Roy- 
al Star and Garter Home for 
Disabled Sailors, Soldiers and 
Airmen at Richmond, Surrey. 
He was divorced in 1967, but he 
remained a good. friend of his 
former wife! to thefcctent of go- 
ing on holiday with Marjorie 
and her new husband. He leaves 
a son, the writer Adam Sisman, 
a daughter, the designer Lucy 
Sisman, and the partner fold 
companion of his later years, 
Annie O’Dell. 

Robin Hosie 

David Sisman, designer bom 
Hendon 4 February 1920; mar- 
ried 1948 Marjorie Parker (one 
son, one daughter; marriage dis- 
solved 1967); died Richmond, 
Surrey 24 October 1996 _ 


In 1970, in recognition of his 

nir WanHing gftfitributirm tn the 

evolution of the country song, 
Therein Eugene “Usd” Daffan 
was elected a charter member 
of the Nashville Songwriters 
HaB of Run v 
Several txpns songs became 
milestones.:- ^"Truck Drivers 
Bines”, winch was a hit for 
<3iff Bruner arid his Texas Wfrn- 
derers in 1939, is usually cited 
: Us thefest trudpngsong, whilst 
:< 1Womed Mind", co-written 
with the- future Governor of 
Louisiana Jimmie Davis, was an 
important record in the career 
Of the singing cowboy, Roy 
Rogers. . • 

Perhaps his most enduring 
□umber, however, has been 
“Born To Lose”. A bleak study 
of the country boy coming to 
terms with life in the city, Daf- 
fan hit upon its title during a 
game of poker with his accor- 
dion player and published it us- 
ing the pseudonym Frankie 
Brawn. His own version, pro- 
duced by Columbia’s British- 
born A&R man “Unde” Art 
Satheriey and featuring a 
smooth steel guitar from Daf- 
fan and the baritone of Leon 
Scago, was a Stateside frit in 
1944. It has since been covered , 
numerous times, notably by 
gay rhi*fi<s on his landmark 



Outran: 4 Bam Jo Lose’ 

album Modem Sounds In 
Country & Western (1962). 

Although bora in Louisiana, 
led Daffan was raised in Hous- 
ton. As a youngster, he took up 
the steel guitar and played in a 
Hawaiian band named the Blue 
Islanders whilst pursuing a day 
job in electronics. 

By 1934, he was performing 
with Leon “Pappy” Selph’s Blue 
Ridge Playboys; a baud whose 
personnel also at various times 
included Floyd lUman, Aubrey 
“Moon” Mullican, Bob Dunn 
and Cliff Bruner, later ac- 
knowledged as the principal 
architects of honky took. 

A year later, Daftan joined 
the Bar-X Cowboys and then 


formed his own band, the Tex- 
ans. He signed to the Columbia 
label and began enjoying hits. 
In addition to versions of “Bora 
Tb Dose" and “Wdtfied Mind" 
he also scored with “No Letter 
Tbday" (1944) and “Headin’ 
Down the Bfrong Highway" 
(1945). 

Relocating to California, 
Daffan and the Texans became 
mainstays at the Venice Pier 
ballroom before returnfoa to 
Texas in 1946 andcontfouixAo 
record for Columbia until ISfii. 

Although he continueAjp 
perform, Daffan concentrated 
increasingly on his sougwritfog: 
furnishing both Faron Young 
(*Tve Got Five Dollars and It’s 
Saturday Night”) and Hank 
Snow (“Tangled Mind”) with 
sizeable hits in 1956 and 1957 
respectively. 

In the years leading up to his 
retirement, Daffan became 
heavily involved in the pub- 
lishing company he ran in part- 
nership with Snow, and with his 
own record label. 

Paul Wndey 

Theron Eugene Daffan (Ted 
Daffan), musician and song- 
writer: bom Beauregarde, 
Louisiana 21 September 1912; 
married; died Houston. Texas 6 
October 1996 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

BLISS: On W Oiiobcr, in London, io 
Liz fTnnl and Nicholas, twins. Lake 
Willum and Sarah Mary Jane, a 
brother and sister tor Marcus. 

DEATHS 

VEXAARD: Nicole, n November, aged 
43. beloved daughter m Sybil Frances 
and Uk laic John Vciaani, slttcx of 
Shan. IS Ntnemtar. 3pm. Stre.il ham 
Vale Crematorium. Donations to a 
nonrinaicd charity 

,\nnoonrtHinits Ibr Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS may be 
telephoned to 0171-2*3 201 1 1 24-hoar 
answering machine 0X71-293 2012) or 
Hard to 0171-293 2010, nod ire charged 
at ttJO a line (V AT non). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

T» MJ sw Utt Oncol and The Ddke af Edfabnf* 
mwoiI ibr Hisd Dnmb Lcpn Fesinal <■( Rr- 
mcirtKm bi liar Hind I US, LmfcjD SW7, 

Tfcr Duke a Vw*. lbt Nkh topi, The Dike 
■Thai ml Priam Aknadnifco waul TV 
PrtnwIhBml.I’Mwa.VnnuJiRi^byUinnn.M- 
imhti*!wjdainj\ AnunJutrtrnuwsniRu*- 
N Mjidi at MiuratGrld. 
TUMflRMmibfQMisdntMearLd- 
Mutfi annul (be Rnncnhf m thri Service at 
ibu l nuuph. St* tv QOc -TVWfc 
lew ■ »mih. TV Frtna Royal ml Priacos 
Uuuhmihiwrad MnEtmAhlHOt 
[Ik NjihuuI Yisuh Theatre uf Otcx Botan, at. 
leihh the Jdih Aaah nan Gab Reriomuacc ui 
th! IVcadilh Theme. Lmkkn VI, he 

j oi the RsnHTarJcn Ibtri. lu&loa Wi 

niuiuUBjmnf jnnkbibc Amuse? D*t Ih- 
nJr, Mnnlnij ■ Saikr 6 > RcmenAnncr mr. 
M Stttftnfbvinnh. NisiluatatmL fth m 
Oraidra. Pxnw. Lenta Cufic 
irmh i :w Amowtoiy Unmet gjm tit t be 
1hiucnmLNihLhalc.Mahhinix.KcaL' 

Changing of the Guard 

TOaOi The lIpmckiUQwlo MnitwcJ Buy 
uoeM QMmthr Ooeen'i LKCwiIiiIBm 
raamV turn TOMORROW TV IhowinM 
Canb> Minimal Reamem mumb [be Ooeen’i 
LKernaMat RnreeCmnb, man. Is Buu&a 
VUGsaih uumtaOta'iGnAlxM 
Wm Paten. 1 1 An 


Birthdays 

TODAY: The Right Rev James 
Adams, former Bishop SuUragan at 
Barking. 81: Mr Kenneth Ashtoa. 
trade tmkm lender, 71; Mr Victor 
Blank, chairman, Charterhouse p}c, 
54; Lord Brahoume, television and 
film producer. 72; Mr David Coa- 
sjjnt, cricket umpire, 55; Mr Btyan 
Davies MP. 57: Miss Karen Dotrice, 
actress, 41; Mr George Duncan, 
chairman. ASW Holdings, 63; Six 
Robin Gilleit, underwriter and for- 
mer Lord Mayor of Loudon. 7!; Mr 
Ronald Harwood, novelist and play- 
wright, bi Miss Katharine Hep- 
bum. actress, 87; MrHcniy Hogger. 
High Commissioner to Namibia. 48; 
Mr Anthony Holland, solicitor ami 
former President, the Law- Society. 
58; Mr Alistair Home, military his- 
torian, 71; Miss Hedy Lamarr, ac- 
tress, S3; Mr Hugh Leonard, 
playwright, 70; Mr Roger McGough, 
poet, 5^; Air Vice-Marshal Ken- 
neth Nairn, RCAF. chartered ac- 
countant, 9S; Dame Kathleen Raven, 
former Chief mming officer. DHSS. 
86; Miss Stella Richman, television 
producer, 74; Mr Tony Slattery, ac- 
tor and writer, 37; Mr Donald 
Trelford, former Editor of the 
Observer, 59; Viscount Weir, chair- 
man, the Weir Group, 63; Mr Ton. 
Weiskopf, golfer, 54; Lord WoU&qu 
of Sunningdale, chairman. Next, 61 . 

TOMORROW- Sir Peter Baldwin, 
former chairman. SE Thames Re- 
gional Health Authority, 74; Mr 
Robert Carrier, broadcaster and 
cookery writer, 73; Dame Frances 
Coufched, former Director, WRAG 
92; Mr Frank Durr, racehorse train- 
er, 70; Mr Nigd Evans MP. 39: Mr 
Roger Farrancc, former chairman, 
Eltccricity Association Services. 63; 
Miss Donya Florentine, fashion 
model, 29; Mr Don Henderson, ac- 
tor, W: Sir Giles Loder, a vice- 
president of the Royal Horticultur- 
al Society, 82; The Right Rev 
Lawrence Luscombc. Conner Bishop 


of Bnnrinn and Primus of the Epis- 
copal Church in Scotland, 72; Mr 
Raymond P hmnner, ftwrwrpn-gilent 
and honoraiy director, Deagn and 
Industries Association. 80: Sir Tim 
Rice r fyridst,52: Professor Elizabeth 
Robson, geneticist, 68; Vtscoont 
Rnotiman of Daxford, author, and 

charftmjn, ttiiwhnm 6S; 

Sir William Ryrie. former executive 
vice-presKlem and chief executive In- 
ternational Finance Corporation at 
World Bank, 68; Mr Roy Scheidcx, 
actor, 61; Sir David Serpell, former 
senior dvil servant, 85; Admiral of 
the Fleet Sir WDliam Staueley, chair- 
man. North Thames Regkmal Heahh 
Auathority, 68; Mrs Elipiberh Tbul- 
son, chairman, WRVS, 48. 

Anniversaries - 

TODAY: Births: Ivan Sergeyevich 
Turgenev, playwright. 1818; Edward 
VU. King. 1841; Dr Herbert Thomas 
Kalrnns. inventor of Thdnticfoor, 

1881; Jean-Omer Maric-Gabriel 

Monner, political economist. 1S8S. 
Deaths: WHEam Camden, antiquar- 
ian and historian, 1623; Guillaume 
Apollinaire (Wilhelm ApoUinaris 
Kostrowitsky), poet. 1918; James 
Ramsay MacDonald, stales mao, 
1937; Arthur Neville Chamberlain, 
statesman. I94H Chaim Weizmann, 
first president of Israel, 1952; Dylan 
Maiiais Thomas, poet, 1953; General 
Charles de Gaulle, statesman. 1970. 
On this day: the New York Symphony 
Orchestra gave its first amce rt, 1 858; 
Sagging in the British Army was abol ■ 
rsbed, 1859; the first woman mayor, 
Mrs Elizabeth Garrett Anderson, was 
elected at Aide burgh, 1908; the 
Japanese took Shanghai, 1937; the 
death penally for murder was abol- 
ished in Britain, 1965; Edward 
Brooke, of Mag.Tdngeus.was elect- 
ed as the first black member of dm 
US Senate. 1966. Ibday is the Feast 
Day of St Benignus or Benea, St 
Theodore the Recruil and St Vitonus 
or Mume; and Lord Mayor's Day. 


TOMORROW: Births: Martin 
Lrnhei, Protestant reformer, 1483; 
PantoeBos (Thilippus Annsolus 
Uteapfaiastus Bombast von Hoheii- 
heim), physician, 1493; William Hog- 
arth, palmer and engraver. 1697; 
Oliver Goldsmith, playwright, 1728; 
Johann Christoph Friedrich von 
Schiller, poet and playwright, 1759; 
Claude Rains, actor, 1889; Richard 
Burton (Richard Walter Jenkins), ac- 
tor. 1925. Deaths: Jean-NFicolas 
Arthur Rimbaud, poet. 1891; 

M rwffnph» KemaJ Atahlffr e m w u i ifl n, 

1938; Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev, Sovi- 
et potitjcaTleader, 1982. On this day: 
Christopher Columbus discovered 
Antigua on his second voyage, 1493; 
the Huguenots were defeated at the 
Battle m St Denis, 1567; Alois Sene- 
felder patented the lithographic 
printing process. 1798; Sir H e nr y 

Ujip, ThngjmyikH, 1871; an «»■ 
service began between London and 
Paris, 1919, Tbmotvow is Remem- 
brance Sunday and Ihc Feast Day of 
Si Aedh MacBrkr, Sr Andrew Avd- 
lino, Sr Jnstns of CanterbiDy. St Leo 
the Grcal and St Theoctista. - 

Lectures 

TODAY 

National CaDay: Tom Paisoni.‘ l Rts 
lumbering (fi): Catena, Satra Jerome . 
in his Study", 12pm. 

Victoria ami Albert Museum: Emma 
Thytar, “VTctorian Dress 1837-70”, 
230pm. 

ThteGafiery: Laurence Bradbuiy, “At 
Home and Abroad: Reynolds and 
Wrighi of Derby”, 1pm. 

British Museum: Roman Loveraoce, ■ 
“Byzantine Mosaics of Jordan”, 
1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Rachel , 
Banuts, “The. English Fost-Imprev ; 
sionisis*, 3pm. 

TOMORROW j 

Trte GaDuy Laurence BraiSnuy, . 
“Artisls im Tonr", ] 


TWo stones this week focus on the disd- 
plineof jniestsaijdinakedearwhaialii^e " 
gap exists between tfae Gbncb of England 
and everyone else on foe matter, even 
though the gap is being closed rapidly. 

The first is the clampdowji in the 
Roman Catholic diocese ofBristoI on the 
neocatechumenate movement The move- 
ment is accused of all tho things that new 
refigious movements are generally accused 
of, sometimes with justice: it is said to be 
parasitic and destructive; to remove its 
members from the the rest ofthe Church 
and to rely on esoteric doctrines. Perhaps 
most serious is the unspoken accusation 
that nKanbeisbf the nrow&aeht owe thek 
folegianceto the moVemdt frself arid not / 
tofoewfcQbunfoasre^sqntedbytfe 
bishop. ThiSis never quite made explicits 
in the report of the Cliftomdlbcese’s com- 
mission. of enquiry, because under the Ro- 
man Catiraficsyst^ it is not quite sayaWe 
that things should be otherwise. On the 
other hand, the commission recommends 
that the bishop consider whether to 
redeploy the priests concerned, and, if 
he decides to do so, tiufre . is nothing 
whatever they can do to sfop him. 

Compare and contrast tins with the An- 
glican situation. If the priests involved had 
had their freehold m the Church of Eng- “ 
land, nothing whatever could be done to 
get rid of them. If they hart merely been 
priests in charge, employed on contract, 
all tbaf c&iid practicably be done would 
be nufetef for the end of their contracts, 
though this would not take more than a 
couple of years. 

Thc refonns in clergy courts proposed 
last week are meant to remedy this dis- 
tressng state of Anglican indisciplme. They 
do this m two ways; by weakening the pro- 


reason 


The Church of England could 
take lessons from the Roman 
Catholic Church on discip lining 
its clergy, writes. Andrew 
Bfowel But it must beware of 
. operating behind closed doors. 

tection afforded by the freehold to idle or 


freehold 


the law demands of them that 
ouate, but the difficulty of appf 
demands. They are protected 1 


the ex- 


dergyman who does not wanl to go. There 

are three cases used to demonstrate this 
feet more telling than the details is the 


WU59 

vmicn have ever been brought under the 
1963 legislation. There is no case fo 
which it has ever worked as intended. 

Tbe reforms are supposed to replace the 
present machinery with something quick- 
er, cheaper, and apparently fairer. It 
does look as if the proposed machinery 
wffl do all these things, Thera is also a new 

graded scale of punidiments, ranging 
front' complete defrocking to solemn 
warnings. These have the advantage, m- 
dtientaltd EistabUshmeni, that anyone who 


ignores them will find himself automatic 
calJy in contempt of coun, which can be 
a fierce sanction. .4 

lb go with the punishments, there. 
new offences, such as “gross mefficiem^V. 
This can seem very sinister. In tect it 
have been useful in the past. One rural 
priest told me once that his predecessor 
held the freehold from 1952 to 1987: “In 
that time he did nothing. He left the 
church, the hall and even the vicarage 
derelierwhen he retired. One service a 
week with attendance in single figures. He 
left half a million and his will was published'. 

the week we launched an foopeal to repair 
some of the long legacy oLnegJecL” . _■ 
Yet there is one point fo the new sys-. - 
tern which seems to me scandalous. This 
is the provision that trials should normally 
be held fo private. This is the legacy of litF 
coin Cathedral. The trial and acquittal of 
the dean on charges of adultery last year 
was a tremendous stoiy that made the 
Oiurch "of England look utterly ridiculous. 
“J “cb cases must continue to arise* 
What made Lincoln a difficult was 
that the charges came down to a question 
or trust she said he did; he said he didn’i.' 
There were ao witnesses. This difficulty 
cannot be removed for the fotare. 

Th e Church cannot take the view that 
the pnest in such circumstances imrrjPV' 
believed. So, if the alkgatiousifoiri 
not be disproved, they must lead to a trial? 
io hold these trials behind closed doors 1 
nay the Oiurch embarrassment; thfr - 

pnee, however, is loss ofcredibflity andl 
don t think, that s worth paying. Howev- 
er squalid and undignified die Lincoln Oi- 1 
ai was, u should only be possible in- 
nihire to try such cases’ fo private if both 
parties agree. 
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From Bleak House to Cromwell Street 


A rethe cMdren of Gloucestershire 

t were during the 
West ma] when such extreme kn- 
s^cseemed apt. The county soda! services 
ofip^taieat conmusaoned a study of the uum- 
berandwhsreahouts of children in its care, 
why. Because runaways from children’s 
homes had prorided 25 Cromwell Street with 

^L2^f?i, any ° f 148 youufi visitors* An early 
draft of the report was leaked yesterday, cfe£ 
dosing a dark and extraordinary well cf a£Br 
aaJ ignorance into winch a number of children 
seemed to have fallen. Some children in the 
authority s care have just gone missfog and it 
is undear at this stage whether the council 
kept the police fully informed. Worse, portions 
of the authority’s own care records seem to 
have gone AWOL. 

Of course, Gloucestershire may be a freak. 
Errors may have crept into the assessment It 
could yet be that the entire phenomenon is a 
product of missing information rather than 
missing children. As social services directors 
were naturally keen to point out, it is too eariy 
to try to extrapolate the Gloucestershire find- 
ings to other, social services departments. It 
must remain speculation whether -q gntffcanr 
numbers of children are missing — all the more 
reason why a better national database for the 
missing and fuller co-operation between the 
social agencies and police are urgently needed. 
Yet the Gloucestershire report would be so 


much easier to qualify or hold ata distance if 
we could be more confident of social services 
manag ement- Use Audit Commission has 
recently started to team op with the Depart- 
ment of Health’s own social services inspec- 
tors; dieirccKJpeaaticm gives some hope of bet- 
ter future management. Yet this latest report 
comes hard on the heels oftheNcave case and 

its disclosure of how a child - a child well 
known to Cambridgeshire social workers and 
care assistants, a child logged many times by 
die system— could sdE “disappear”. Before that 


was the Gwyd case, in which we are proud to 
have played some role in disclosure. There, 
children disappeared into an archipelago of 
council-run homes where abuse went 
unchecked. The circumstances of of 
these cases were different, but they had a com- 
mon thread in the failures of social services’ 
information about vulnerable people. 

We should not panic. “Community care” is 
the fashion of the day, but real communities 
are all too ready to slough oft their share of 
the social burden to officialdom — to local 
authorities and volunteers, paying not the 
slightest att entio n to their tr aining , pay, mis- 
sion or management. Social workers are reg- 
ularly vilified yet are still expected to behave 
with professional dedication. 

These cases raise questions not about strug- 
gling professionals kit about the basics of child 
care. Not for the first time since the Seebohm 





reforms of the eariy Seventies, it needs to be 
asked whether social services are working 
effectively when, bureaucratically speaking, 
chfldren keep getting lost We count ourselves 
friends of the principle of local self-gtn-ern- 
ment, but are counties and districts really the 
best machines to deliver care and protection 
to vulnerable children? Local government is 
aboutdiveraty yet each child has an equal enti- 
tlement to care and support 

But contemplating the possible fete of some 
of these missing Gloucestershire children, 
dismay grows and with it a churning resent- 
ment at some of the hypocrisies of our age. 
Politicians and some newspapers are mount- 
ing the beginnings of an American-style cam- 
paign against abortion and defending the 
rights of the unborn. At the same time, they 
are yelling against “bureaucrats” care work- 
ers and child tearaways. What of the rights 
of the born, of discarded children who are 
beaten or neglected, or indeed demonised, by 
those same comfortable moralise re? The 
unruly pupils of Manton and The Ridings are 
individually pilloried - no trial, no due 
process, no rights. Adult disapproval presses 
down on them. And, beyond the reach of jour- 
nalism or cameras, other forgotten children 
merely “go missing” 

Much fine rhetoric has been spent recently 
on defence of family values. Fine - we agree. 
But too often it has been a one-sided white- 


wash that ignores the cruelty, neglect and 
sheer incompetence of many parents and the 
resulting hell that "family life” then becomes. 
The agencies created to pick up the pieces of 
family dysfunction are then condemned as if 
they were responsible. Genuine efforts to mea- 
sure and chart physical and mental abuse of 
children are laughed at as exaggerations. 
Newspaper columnists paint idyllic pictures of 
families, innocent of fact and figure. Too much 
commentary refuses to confront the daily 
dilemma of those we ask to provide social ser- 
vices - as if families operated according to 
some computer program which rings a bell 
when an error of upbringing is committed. 

Social services directors have a right to 
demand fair criticism, untainted by pasting 
media hysteria. But they have obligations, too 
- tike keeping immaculate records of refer- 
rals and cases'ldid Gloucestershire never hear 
of information technology?), and like ensur- 
ing that they liaise, regularly and intimately, 
with police over those children who have, for 
one reason or another, escaped the net of care 
they are supposed to provide. There has been 
too much generalised outrage at acts of crime 
and too tittle careful thought about the cost 
of providing belter care and closer knowledge 
of those lost children, pushed from homes and 
passed casualty into the wardship of disre- 
garded officialdom. There arc parts of our 
country that Charles Dickens would recognise. 


■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR- 

l^each out into an alienated society and find those missing voters 


Sir Further to Ian BurrelFs valuable 
report “Britain’s missing 2 minion 
voters" (7 November) may I add that 
one reason why we have so many 
people missing is that our creaking 
system of electoral re gistratio n is half 
a century out of date? It has failed to 
keqp up with increasing soda! mobility 
as people move around the country 
with their jobs or by getting on then: 
bikes to look for jobs-We have become 
an increasingly rootless society with 
large pockets of unemployment, 
deprivation and alienation. We need a 
system that actively encourages people 
to register for the vote. 

Solutions are not complex or 


expensive. First, weneed a system of 
rolling registration. This is favoured by 
many electoral registration officers. 
With suhable safeguards, it allows 
people to register to vote where they 
live and when they five there. It is 
claimed that it might cost £4m to . 
introduce. But what price democracy? 

The Government spends very little 
on advertising to boost electoral 
registration. In the current year, they 
are only spending £685,000. Yet they 
are happy to spend many more 
millions promoting privatisation. 

Likewise the Government should 
recognise that electoral registration 
officers have become an - 


underfunded Cinderella service. 
They are absolutely professional and 
are doing theirvery best but within 
great constraints. 

Many thousands of homeless 
people should be allowed to register 
where they reside, even if this is not 
the bricks and mortar most of us 
have. Access to voting and polling 
stations for disabled people should 
be increased. At the last election 

wereLaccessible to disribl^ people. 

From the Great Reform Act of 
1832 to various acts of emancipation 
in 1867, 1884, 1918, 1928, 1948 and 
1969, which gradually expanded the 


franchise, governments of afl hues 
have been forced to recognise the 
necessity of protecting and 
expanding the right to vote. In recent 
years, we have slipped. It is a disgrace 
which any decent government would 
remedy as an immediate priority. 
HARRY BARNES MP 
(Derbyshire North East, Lab) 

House of Commons 
London SW1 

Sin I read your report suggesting that 
Rock the Vote had "struggled to get 
young people to register to vote”. 
Moments later I walked into my 
office to find 4,000 of our voter 


registration cards arriving through 
the post A good day, maybe, but not 
untypical of the response we have 
been getting to the cards we are 
distributing. Our campaign at the 
moment is low-key ami aimed at 
getting young people to register. This 
we are doing in thousands. The 
Ministry of Sound’s campaign is not 
about registration, it is about 
encouraging people to use their vote. 
This we will be doing much closer to 
the election campaign itself, when we 
believe it will be more effective. 
CHARLES STEWART-SMITH 
Executive Director, Rock the Vote 
London EC4 


Ruinous addiction 
to hi-tech arms 

Sin FtiUylbyobee (“the cost of being 
Europe’s squaddies” 6 November) is 
right: we are indeed militaiy 
“hardware addicts on a wild spending 
spree". And further ahead there is no 
end to the spree. 

It will go on after the multi-billion 
Euro fighter and the Tbmahawk 
( 0ssHes (which weren’t so good in 

September against Iraq), and all the 

i iH of the computer-iidi gear that 

grows ever more vulnerable to the 
electronic warfare gear that we and 
others are so enthusiastically 
developing against it. Here are today’s 

.. arms races: one firm’s weaponry 
against other firms’ weaponry. 

There is the expansion of Nato that 
the Government supports, even the 
immediate cost of which neither HMG 
nor Nato have yet estimated. The 
Americans expect the Europeans to 
pay perhaps 80 per cent Tins would be 
m the hundreds of billions range 
according toXJS estimates. The longer 
teem cost of reacting to Russia's 
reaction is ignored 
Then there is the whole Ballistic 
Missile Defence boondoggle, which 
HMG is sitting on three confidential 
reports about Although useless — 
unmarked vans are far better 
launchers than ballistic missiles for. 
weapons of mass destruction — this 
. would cost more tens of billions — and 
put as under automated, oonrputer- 
■ driven (therefore vulnerable), space- 
based, US command, to engage in 
what is called “pre-emptive counter- 



Sir: In this season of returning things to Scotland, it might also be appropriate to dispatch there the statue 
in Whitehall of Field Marshal Haig. No Scotsman can have slaughtered more Englishmen. 

WILLIAM TERRELL, London SW 1 Photograph: Barney H indie 


proliferation” The United States 
miWtaiy seems to be hoping for a kind 
of global hegemony, and the last 

Congress was giving them more 

money than they asked fbr^ while 
continuing to default on UN and 
WHO dues. 

It looks as if Mr Oarke has given 
several blank cheques to Mr Portillo, 
to be presented to the taxpayer only 
after the election. 

WAYLAND RENNET 
( Lord Kennel ) 

ELIZABETH YOUNG 
House cf Lords 


Sin It would be wonderful to think 
that we could solve this country's 
social problems by robbing Peter 
to pay raul and raiding the 
defence budget to throw money at 
social programmes, as Polly 
■ Tbynbee suggests. 

However, a national defence 
capability that has taken years to 
develop and would take decades to 
regenerate must not be thrown 
away because no party has the 
courage to raise taxes to pay for 
the social upkeep of the nation. 

There seems to be an 


assumption that there will never 
be another war and all purchases 
of military equipment not 
designed for peacekeeping are 
unnecessary. 

But what did we see, scant 
months after the end of the Cold 
War? A conflict involving the 
large-scale use of fighter jets, 
mam battle tanks and battle 
helicopters, the three types of 
equipment the article ridicules the 
Government for buying. 

CONOR O’NEILL 
London SW14 


Lib Dems fight 
Murdoch hegemony 

SiABblly Tbynbee (article, 4 
November) and Angela Eagle (letter, 
6 November) have drawn attention to 
the importance of a single digital set- 
top box. At the Commons committee 

Robert Maclennan and R^^^pnle 

tabled an amendment intended to 
ensure that all digital set-top boxes 
would be compatible. The Minister 
pxomsed to return at the report 
sragewith proposals to bring ah 0111 a 
common set-top box. 

- At the report stage the . 

Government, Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats aD tabled amendments to 
allow the public toputchase a single 
set-top box. The Liberal Democrat 
amendment differed in that it 
avoided the potential pitfaD that 
market dominance might be achieved 
before a common standard was 
agreed. BSkyB now looks set to attam 
that dominance. 

-It is hard to avoid the suspicion 
Chat fear of the Murdoch media 

emdttlies at the heart of both the 

Gd^nuxienfs and Labour’s 
xmSanco to take a strong stand on 
this issue. The Liberal Democrats 
will continue to press for a common 
aet-topbox. 

Lord McNALLY _ _ 

Lord THOMSON OF MONIFIETH. - 

Uberol Democrat Broadcasting 
Spokesmen. 

House of Lords 


How long before a plane crashes on London? 

Sir I must thank Christian Wohnar point at which the results of a 

(“How safe is your plane?”, 4 catastrophic break-up would be 

November). The world’s civil aviatkm carried by their own momentum 

industry must wonder at their hick in beyond my house. 

that no flight on take-off or landing It wffl only stop once the w>tst has 

has crashra disastrously on to a bmlt- happened. Tfcnnmal 5 will, of course, 
tin area. bnng that day 'ne arer. 

Flight 800 and the Peruvian plane CH STANDFIELD 

landed m the sea, the 1972 Staines London W7 

Sir Last week a uarliamentaiy Select 

took off ice-bound and landed in \ 
river. 


Sir Last week a r 

Committee examined air 

control and received yer further 


One dav a large aircraft wiH break evidence about the risks of routing 
up in mid-air and land on a aircraft over London and other 

“^dSances are that it will be : mecommmeereffiived acorn of 
London, given the absurd location the imual report ofthe US White 
of HeaSrow- Our prevailing winds House Commission on Ayration 

Sasssfe p w “£hu assM-SBSGOtad 

awotenxheySAtotheageeLThe 
over the city itself. (I have been on a dreadful reality b that nobody is 


KLM flight when the pilot 

deliberately banked over _ 

Westminster to afford a nigh* time 
aerial view for those of us on the 
starboard side). 

When not from that direction, our 
winds come mostly from the wst- 

m .rtTi«A»hrAixr« run 


taking personal or corporate 
responsibility for the public safety 
consequences of increasing air 
traffic over London. It is simply not 
in anyone's interest to do so because 
the risks and liabilities are too great. 
The UK urgently needs a 


winds come mostly from tne east- ^ . , 

S^ffieLout of Heathrow’s two . Commission on Avianon Safety and 
easterlies, aswhen gcuntytoo- 
Sfiwmdkligbt, the 747s lumber up GpRDON GLASS 
into the air over my house or over • Rector 2020 Vision Ltd 
Brentford. I often.speculate on the Bath 


Thoughtless invasion 
of our woodlands 

Sir If indeed^ woodland is owned by the 
Forestry Commission, limited public 
access to land held in the public’s name 
seems reasonable (letter, 4 November). 
However, many woodlands are not so 
owned: they are held on long leases 
from the real owners often on tiny rents 


Often outsiders have been given 
shooting rights over these woods with 
□o reference to the actual owners, 
and members of the public have 
brought their dogs, radios, 
motorbikes, guns, poachers, litter and 
horses to what might have been 
otherwise private ty cultivated. 

The long-term side-effects of 
co mm ercial afforestation are severe; 
the acidification of soils and springs 
affects flora and fauna. Most of us 
want to return this land to its natural 
state of mixed deciduous woods with 
heathland stretches, to conserve it for 
generations to come. 

The “right to roam" is a 
estionable notion prof' 
lose who refuse to recognise some 
basic facts -that land is not primarily 
for the occasional recreation of casual 
users who have no responsibility for 
its care and upkeep. 

L GREGORY 
Norwich 


£ 
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Half Caesareans 
are unnecessary 

Sin I have every sympathy for GSfian 
Morriss-Kay (letters, 7 November) 
who lost her nisi child at birth, but I 
suspect that this tragic stillbirth has 
coloured her reaction to Sheila 
Kitringer’s article on how to avoid a 
Caesarean section (CS) (Magazine, 2 
November). This was hardly a 
polemic but an excellent summary of 
tbe steps, backed by good research 
evidence, that women can take to 
avoid an unnecessary operation. 

Tie rate of CS was estimated by 
the Royal College of Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists to be 15 per cent 
in England in 1993, whilst in Scotland 
and Whies the rates are higher. 

In 1978, when the US rate of CS 
rose to 15 per cent it was recognised 
that a public health problem existed 
and a task force was set up to examine 
this. It took another 15 years before 
the rate stopped rising, peaking at 
243 percent, and in 1994 it had fallen 
to 23.6 per cent. The rate has risen 
more slowly in the UK but is over 15 
per cent now. 1 estimate that half 
those operations are unnecessary and 
many could be avoided by following 
the excellent advice given by Sheila 
Kitzinger. 

WENDY SAVAGE FRCOG 
London Nl 


Windfall squalls 

Sir Your reports on Labour and the 
windfall tax become more and more 
bizarre. You report (7 November) 
that “the Clinton administration has 
approached Tbny Blair's office to 
express concern about a windfall tax 
being imposed on US utilities that 
have acquired British regional 
electricity companies in the last 18 
months”. This is untrue. You also 
report that “President Clinton is 
thought to have raised the matter 
with Mr Blair when the Labour 
leader visited Washington earlier this 
year”. This is untrue as well. 

In addition, whatever wishful 
thinking you or Powergen want to 
indulge in, my letter in Tuesday’s 
Independent changes Labour's 
position not one jot. 

ALASTAIR CAMPBELL 
Press Secretary to Tony Blot- 
House of Commons 
London SW1 


Doesn’t arise 

Sir The essential ingredient missing 
from your report on guilt, pleasure 
and health (7 November) is an 
indication of who really paid for the 
research. Associates for Research into 
the Science of Enjoyment (Arise) are 
funded by booze, cigarette and 
chocolate manufacturers 1 am sure 
that the scientific integrity of their 
study was in no way compromised by 
this connection, but I do notice that 
your report is rounded off with a claim 
from Arises spokesperson on the 
stress-reducing properties of booze, 
cigarettes and chocolate. 

ROBERT EAGLE 
London W4 


LETTER from 
THE EDITOR 


T here has probably been 
no piece carried in The 
Independent under my 
editorship which will arouse 
as much anger as Richard 
D North's critical article 
yesterday on Ken Saro- 
Wiwa, the Nigerian dissident 
who was banged a year ago. 
As I write, the phone calls and 
faxes have not started, but 
they will come. 

Members of staff are upset 
about it, too. Not unnaturally: 
in the eyes of liberals, Saro- 
Wiwa is, along with Mandela 
and a few others, the nearest 
we have to a modern secular 
saint He took on Shell - and 
this paper has been critical of 
multinationals. He was cham- 
pioned by Greenpeace - and 
we have favourably reported 
much that Greenpeace do. He 
was clearly a brave man who 
died for his beliefs - and that 
compels respect 
He is, in so many ways, our 
kind of hero. To aD this. 1 have 
only one answer - if The Inde- 
pendent ceases to be a place 
where serious, counter-intu- 
itive and critical journalism 
can be heard, then as a news- 
paper, it becomes a pointless 
waste of trees. 

So how did that other thing 
happen? How did it come 
about I mean, that we spent 
such a chunk of the week talk- 
ing about Tony Blair’s hair? It 
got so bad. yon may recall, 
dial he had to issue a joke 
press release claiming that he 
was going bald lo try to 
stifle arguments about 
whether he had changed his 
hairstyle to woo female' voters. 
Hurtful stuff. 

That press release bore the 
fingerprints of Alastair Camp- 
bell, Blair's press officer, who 
was by turns outraged and 
helpless with laughter os the 
hair story took off. This week's 
story is, I suppose, the Labour 
equivalent of the story a few 
years ago about John' Major 
lucking his shirt into his 
underpants - 1 can't remem- 
ber where that came from. 

It must, I suppose, be a 
sign of decadence that news- 
paper space, including in The 
Independent, is devoted to 3 

leader's scalp; it's the son of 
thing you could imagine being 
discussed round the Forum in 
the latter days of Imperial 
Roman decline. But is it the 


decadence of journalism or 
of politics? 

After all. it is the politicians 
and their advisers who pore 
over focus group findings, 
importing the fascinations of 
American image-shapers, who 
discuss voice-training, the 
details of tie-knots and hair- 
styles, trying to produce faces 
and bodies, as well as policies, 
that will attract particular 
groups of target voters. 

In short, they started this, 
not us. 1 don’t think Tony 
Blair is smarmy or insincere at 
all; but the more outside 
image-makers tell him and 
Cherie how lo behave and 
look, the more (he electorate 

‘You never hear 
unnecessary public 
debate about 
Peter Mandel son's 
wig or John 
Prescott’s 
nipple-ring and 
quite right, too’ 


- who are, ns Nigel Molcs- 
worth would have pul it, no 
fule - will focus on outward 
tricks and the less on inner 
meaning. This comes, after 
all. in the week when Labour 
people have been hugging 
themselves with delight at the 
prospect of George Steph- 
onopoulos arriving in town - 
a lesson for somebody? 

At any rate, enough of this 
trivia. Not everything personal 
in a politician’s life needs 
to be paraded in public. You 
never hear unnecessary 
public debate about Peter 
Mandelson’s wig or John 
Prescott’s nipple-ring, and 
quite right, too. 

In the end, whatever female 
voters think, the hair busi- 
ness has probably won Blair a 
whole new tranche of support 
from trainee slupheads every- 
where. Like Blair. I am only 
slightly thinning and couldn't 
care less. The hour or so spent 
upside down each day. vigor- 
ously rubbing Mamiile and 
kerosene into my scalp is 
purely recreational. 


Andrew Marr 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


It’s pointless talking to drunks because you’re not talking to a human 
being, you're talking to a bloody bottle - Sir James (jimmy* Smile 
Even at my dizzy height of popularity, 1 knew that the clock would 
Strike 12 and I'd be seen for what I was: unworthy, unattractive, 
unaccomplished - The Duchess of York ai ‘Hello ! ' magazine 
It's the spiral of life. You do have to know a hit about science. 
Life is a spiral - like the hair on a baby's head or in the galaxies 

- Vsmessa Redgrave, actress, describing one of her doodles which 
was up for auction at Sotheby's 

Got to be off Pity we have got no time for rumpy-pumpy - Lord 
Healey. Labour peer; ending an inteniewhegpivio a woman reporter. 

My problem is not changing my hair. It's keeping it - Tony Blair 
He smiles too much, he talks too much, his eyes arc glassy, his 
dentistry is chaotic - Germaine Greer on Tony Blah 
1 failed tbe driving test the first time. I wore a shorter skirt the 
second time -Rmy Brenmer 

I’ve known Nick for years. But when I am in Waitrose, 1 cannot 
hold my head up as a Chelsea Conservative. I fear he has to go 

- female member of the Kensington and Chelsea Conservative 
Association, which has refused to endorse its ME Sir Nicholas Scott 

I hope it will be out in time for the abolition - John Wells. . who 
is writing a book on the history of the House of Lords 
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the Saturday story 


Between 

faith and 
fanaticism 
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Beheadings, 
amputations, 
women as 
subservient 
citizens ... 
these are the 
manifestations 
of Islam today. 
But, asks 
Robert Fisk, 
who are we in 
the irreligious 
west to judge? 


W e were on the 
train to Cam- 
bridge when 
Martin Buckley 
told roe that the 
BBC were worried about the 
title of our programme. “They 
think it might upset Muslims,” 
he said. My title reflected a cer- 
tain amount of irritation. I had 
spent so many weeks over the 
past few years cataloguing scores 
of “Islamic’ 1 punishments in the 
Arab Gulf, of head choppings 
and amputations and lashings - 
of young women as well as men 
- that I had wanted to call the 
programme “God the Most 
Merciful?" It was the question 
mark that bothered the BBC, of 
couise. Buckley -a man of infi- 
nite politeness and Job-like 
patience - had told the Radio 
Times that he would have a new 
title by the time our train arrived 
for our appointment with lareef 
Khalidi; die magazine's deadline 
fell in just 45 minutes. 

I told Buckley we should ask 
Khalidi if he thought my title so 
insulting. And when we arrived 
at his home, opposite King's 
College Chapel, Khalidi, a 
good-natured bear of a man 
whose historical scholarship is 
legendary among his students 
in Beirut, gave a grimace of dis- 
pleasure. Well, I said, think of 
a new title for us, Tareef. “How 
can I do that Roberto?” he 
asked, arms raised above his 
head. “I’ve only just arrived 
here from Lebanon - I’m 
between two worlds." And 
"Between Two Worlds" was 
what we called our programme. 

I had not been keen on the 
project I dislike theological 


debate and, after more than 20 
years in the Middle East nursed 
a certain deeply felt anxiety 
about the Muslim religion. I 
have read the Koran but have 
□ever been able to shake off the 
suspicion that Mam allows — if 
not insists - on a second-class 
role for women, that its God 
permits the harshest of punish- 
ments, that the Islamic world 
never experienced a humanist 
Renaissance as Christian 
Europe did in the 16th century 
and ted thus fallen “be hind ” the 
modern liberal world that we 
like to think of as “the Wfest”. 

Having watched the West's 
iniquities - and its dan g erous, 
warlike technology - visited 
upon Muslims of a dozen coun- 
tries, I could well understand 
why they should fear or hate us. 
But I have no reason to fear or 
hate them. On the battlefields of 
the Levant and the Gulf, Mus- 
lims have several times saved my 
life. So why did I feel so unhappy 
about making this programme? 

Threef was quite frank about . 
the p unishm ents. “The great 
tragedy of modem Tsfam- 
dom'," he said, “is that it has 
disregarded its own heritage 
and history, so that a great 
deal of the heritage of Islamic 
law and Islamic ethics is fre- 
quently ignored by modem 
practitioners of the religion. 
The modem lawyers don’t 
know their history. And hence 
you have these brutal punish- 
ments, summarily issued, which 
lead to the burning of books, 
verdicts of unbelief, the cutting 
off of hands in public ... I 
think at the base of it are ner- 
vous modem governments 
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increasingly tending to accom- 
modate conservative and igno- 
rant religious figures in order to 
pre-empt the fanatics. And if s 
a very sad state of affairs for a 
modem Muslim.” 

It surprised me how often 
Muslims were prepared to crit- 
icise the way in which their reli- 
gion was practised. Not Islam 
itself, of course, but the accre- 
tions that have been added to it, 
and the perverse logic that has 
caused, for instance, a Cairo 
court to order an Egyptian pro- 
fessor and his wife to divorce on 
the grounds that his academic 
work on the Koran proves him 
to be an apostate. Heba Eaaat, 
an Islamist writer and university 
teacher in Cairo, spoke bitterly 
of "the Kingdom of Silence" - 
Saudi Arabia - while accepting 
that both Muslims and Christ- 
ians were responsible for the 
myth-making that followed the 


Grusades. “This is a history that 
you can’t just throw out of die 
window,” she said. “Blood was 
shed. Through the centuries, 
both sides ... started making our 
own myths regarding the enemy* 
... people just don’t forget.” 

Asking Muslims abait .their 
belief produced an odd effect on 
me. I would not hesitate to refer 
to them as Muslims. But I tried 
not to refer to "tis” as Christians. 
When I referred to “our” fear of 
Islam or what "we 1 * thought of 
the role of women in the Middle 
East, I referred to “the West” 
rather than to Christians. And 
although Kama! Abu Maged, 
an Islamist Egyptian lawyer, 
insisted that westerners still 
retained their faith in God, I 
understood the reason for my 
reticence. \Ve self-doubting west- 
erners, with our liberal con- 
sciences and our superb tech- 
nology, do not have faith in God 


mtiw way that Mh#ns have. As 
Heba Ezzaat put itv^th near con- 
tempt when I angered her with 
my remarks about women: 
“Christianity is not in the centre 
ofyourbeKef systianany more.” 


I talked to PnO&ssor Nasr 
Abu ZekL the Egyptian 
professor who, fearing 
for his life, fled Cairo 
after he was judged an 
apostate. Not wanting to give his 
address over the phone, we met 
in a cafe at a Dutch railway sta- 
tion. Tn the plane, I was very 
angiy,” he said. "I told my wife: 
Tf I die in any place - in Holland, 
in Spain - just bury my body 
where I die. Don’t think about 

Don't do this to yoursd^or to 
me. At the end, all the lands are 
the earth of God!'" Abu Maged 
- whom I interrupted when be 
tried to make a sly parallel 


between Abu Zdd and Salman 
Rushdie -supported the court’s 
ruling. “You get the impression 
that tins man does not believe in 
the Koran and is attacking and 
questioning the authenticity of 
the Koran," he said. “The issue 
is not criticism of the Koran. It 
is the reverting, from Islam to 
disbelief” 

It seemed to me - and it still 
seems to me- that the empha- 
sis on a woman's need to have 
less responsibility in outside life 
leads to the need to “protect” 
women and thus, by extension, 
to their secondary role in soci- 
ety. Who was I to make such 
objections, I was repeatedly 
asked, when I come from a soci- 
ety that allows women to toil in 
the frozen streets of Moscow, or 
undress for men in Manhattan 
strip joints? And why, Heba 
Ezzaat asked me, should I trum- 
pet the worth of western tech- 


nology, aod the Muslim world’s 1 
supposed backwardness? “You - 
are talking to me about the ? 
.deathofGod, the death of mao. • j 
... about the unequal digtribu- f 
tion of wealth mtheworfd,”she- 
said mdignanffy above the roar .... 
of Canons traffic. Mus&ns’had 
not bqpt tiiefr sdentffic discov- 
eriessetretm to 9tto century^ 
why.does the West prevent the 
Third World from learning the 
..secrets of to technology KkI^? 

It was' a Christian, Kama! 
..Salibi -r director of the Rriyal 
Institute of Inter-Ruth Suidies 
in Amman as well as being a 
"• distinguished - Lebanese -his- 
torian - who most vividly ... 
evoked the sense of betrayal 
felt by Muslims towards the 
West. The Egyptian aiui Otto- 
man rulers of the last century 
had tried to belike Europeans, 

: he said. “They were trying. to 
introduce "western education, 
even to learn western musk; 
and western art:” 

T he last Sultans 
played Mozart and 
tried to paint They 
thought ‘perhaps if 
we do so, they [the 
Europeans] will become our 
friends'. Instead of that, they - 
became more and more their &- 
enemies. Mobamed AIL Pasha, 
was trying to be EuropeaojL 
' Europeans came and suj>” 
pressed him. The Ottomans, 
while they were trying , to 
become like Europeans; were 
called the “sick ma n of Europe’ 
by the Europeans who began to 
make plans for the partition of 
their territory. And once they 
had succeeded in destroying the 
Ottoman empire, they never 
were happy , to see any possi- 
bility of the re-emergence of a 
really orderly, and progressive 
state in the area.” 

I was not encouraged by the 
making nf Between 1 ko Worlds. 
Tbwards the end of our con- 
versation, I asked Khalidi, who 
lives in Beirut, how he could 
feel at home in the liberal, per- 
haps even Christian city of 
Cambridge, with King's College 
Chapel towering over, his front 
window? “Thke, a look at those 
two nearest spires- to us,” he 
said. “What do they remind you 
of?" Minarets, I said. “Yes, 
exactly, Roberto. Exactly .. .” 

The belief in God was a con- 
stant. So was belief in the after- 
life. And if Khalidi felt that 
paradise might resemble our^. 
“Christian" versioB of the placey 
- an endless golf course: witiril 
angels playing harps to bore^i 
men in white robes - Egyptians' 
and Lebanese all expressed then- 
faith in life after death, a prior 
appointment on Judgement Day 
but an eternal life in which the 
Koran's promise of rivers of 
honey and virgins should be 
seen only as metaphors. Only 
Salibi, the Christian, sounded 
bleaker. “The end is the end,” 
be said. And of course, this is 
what “we” fear most 

‘Between Two Worlds’ will- be 
broadcast at 5.45pm tomorrow 
on BBC Radio 3. 



It's strange touring the country 
because you begin to realise that 
people in different towns are very 
different in terms of their response. 1 
normally kick the show off and 
introduce the first act by saying that I 
am doing a short tour, trying out new 
material and therefore have asked the 
tour promoter to book me into some 
real cack-holes so it doesn't matter if I 
die a death. An uproarious reaction to 
this statement normally presages a 
good lively show. 

A good example was Scunthorpe, 
the other night. Cheers and caddes 
greeted the aforementioned line and I 
discovered an audience who were tipsy 
and enthusiastic. There was plenty of 
good-natured heckling and banter and 
people really seemed to enjoy 
themselves. The venue itself was aged, 
but the atmosphere was warm. 

Huddersfield, a night later, was the 
opposite. The venue was a new, smart 
theatre, and for some moments 1 
found myself thinking that the 
audience had come to see me in the 
mistaken belief that 1 was Joe Brown, 
the Fifties rocker. I’m sure everyone 
in Huddersfield isn’t like this ... 
probably caught them on a bad night. 

A good example of the painful way in 
which women indulge in the political 
arena popped up in former rago- ' 
slavia, in the debate, if one can call it 
that, between Dana, the wife of 
Slobodan Milosevic, and Mira, wife of 
Vok Drasovk, opposition leaden 
Dana described Mira as “the bastard 
fruit of wild orgies in the forest”, 
following a comment fay Mira that she 
had die habits of a bandit and cattle. 


rustler. The words “mongoloid 
epileptic" woe also bandied around. 

This does a disservice to women 
everywhere. Admittedly it's a 
refreshing change to “The 
honourable gentleman, blah, blah,” 
but ultimately it just reinforces in 
the male mind the idea that women 
are a bunch of silly; emotional 
creatures. I just want to point out 
that lots of us aren’t, with the 

eption of the hairdressing brigade. 


The Plain English Commission has 
awarded the Golden Rhubarb Trophy 
to Virginia Bottomlev, who in her job 
at Heritage has produced a stunningly 
inaccessible document with such gems 
as “deemed to vitiate any proceedings 
and anywise notwithstanding" . John 
Major, who talks like a minor Dickens 
character on acid, was a runner-up. 

Perhaps this obscuring of the bare 
facts has something to do with an 
attempt to prevent Joe Public having 

S idea what is going on. On the 
r band, it could just be dvil 
servants who went to Oxford or 
Cambridge showing off Anywise 
irothwithstanciing, 1 think it’s the latter. 

Surely it was only a matter of time 
before Fergie did an advert We all 
know she’s skint and adverts are a 
sure way of making a packet very 
quickly. George Orwell said that 
advertising was like the rattling of a 
stick inside a swill bucket, and I can’t 
help but agree with him. It seems that 
advertisers will do almost anything to 
sell their products. If they could get 
the Queen to do Otes earring 
treatment, or the Pope to do flavoured 



week 


condoms, they would. 

Fergie is doing an ad for Olympus 
cameras after their negotiations with 
Naomi Campbell fen ttimngh, 
doubtless because our Naomi was 
asking for the GNP of Pern. One 
wonders whether it was an Olympus 
that canght Fergie in flagrante, 
toewise, in the firstplace. Wasn't that 
when all the trouble started? 

At long last, a bit of good news for 
■ shortarscs, among whose company I 
number myself According to some 
recent research, it seems that we live 
longer lives in our short little bodies 
. than the lanky ones do. Hopefully, 
this will make up for years of looking 
at the back of peoples’ heads, looking 
ridiculous trying to climb over fences, 
and wearing jeans that have been 
folded over several times at the 
bottom, giving short people the 
appearance of dwarf country and 
western singers. Small women don’t 
have such a problem as small men, 
n»ny of whom seem dead unhappy 
with, the fact that they cannot <aanri 


head and shoulders above us women 
and feel superior by being able to - 
point out features on the horizon out 
of our sight Hence the small man i * 
syndrome, resulting .in a •' j? 
compensatory blustering drive forJi 
some sort of prize. Well, little gir~ 

I console yourselves with the thoL 
that a lot of long coffins will be 
[ passing you by before you get to kick 
the buckeL 

Do these fashionable social debates 
that pop up in the press really 
achieve anything? One week it's 
stalkers, the next It’s badly behaved 
children. This week, on the beels of 
Gama’s appalling behaviour; it’s 
beating your wife. Why do these 
blokes do it, how often do they do it, * 
how can we stop them, and do the 
women that put up with it have some 
fetal incurable emotional flaw? Or is 
ft them fault? Theories abound, all 
tainted with the political and social 
stance of the newspaper or magazine^ • 
in question, from your Sun foll-page- 
colour-spectacular wife-beating 
special to your Times more-serious- ~- 
but-equafly-judgmentai approach. Is 
it just descriptive and page-filling, or 
prescriptive and genuinely means?" 

It’s just that not much seems to bw 
stooging- Everyone panders to im Sh> 
readers’ prejudices and then movesflfi 
on to tiie next topic of the day. 

Perhaps Princess Diana summed it 
pp most eloquently in ha Panorama 
interview when she referred to 
"battered this and battered that”. As 
Elvis Costello said, “Yest e rday’s news- 
is tomorrow’s fish and chip paper;” 

Next subject, please. 
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warts 
and al l 

Ms Jones wants 
half a million 
quid for 

the trauma ’ r 
: -• * \ of seeing 

Billy’s wiUy *'■• 


the commentators 


were 


still out in the cold 


aarmovitch 


; !l ' "TTT That has Bill Clinton 

• :ijl lA/ got that Tony Blair 

‘ L ‘ r F hasn't? To use the 

''•>* ■ three reasons why women 

'■"n like Bill (as adumbrated in 

■f this paper yesterday by my 

> ’■* colleague Suzanne Moore): 

politics, empathy and mar- 
•"'u riage to a strong woman. 

Tone surely qualifies on 
numbers one and three. So it 
•\.v is Bill’s empathy that 

••'..i explains his credit in the gen- 

I .1 der bank. 

Chambers’ 21st Century 
Dictionary defines empathy 
as "the ability to share, 
understand and feel another 
... ^ person’s feelings”. And m 
i “ Bill Clinton’s case, the desire 

• jA to share is almost palpable. 

i: . * ' » But according to a young 

woman called Paula Jones, it 
is not only feelings that the 
v President likes to share. Ms 

Jones's lawsuit against the 
President for proactive 
empathy is likely to be heard 
in court now that the elec- 
tion is over. 

Hers is a strange tale. A 
receptionist at the Excelsior 
Hotel in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, she was called to 
the then Governor’s bed- • 
room by a state trooper. Ms 
Jones decided that 
Bill probably wanted to dis- 
cuss her career (perhaps the 
telephonist at the Statebouse 
had just retired, and Paula 
was aware of the vacancy), so 
up she climbed, and in she 
went; - . • 

Once inside, sh&sayg, 
Oinlon *fook:iny haiwLHe- 
was loosening his tie. He 
told me, ‘You have nice 

• • curves; I love the way your 

hair goes down your body.’ ” 
Things quickly went from 
bad to worse. Governor 
Clinton (whose “face was " 

- at just red. beet red”) 

.. w approached the sofa on 
. <k which she was sitting and u as 

• . ^ he sat down, he lowered his ■ 

trousers and underwear”. 

This is, I would imagine, an • 
undignified and uncomfort- 
V able posture in which it must 
.■ be quite easy to fall over, ■ 
but which is by no means 
physically impossible. 

But then Ms Jones lands 
the killer blow, the one that 
may well stand up in court. 
"There were," she reveals, 
"distinguishing characteristics 
in Clinton’s genital area.” 

NoL, of course, that she 
stopped to look, because - 
understandably - she jumped 
up and left the room. And 
although the White House 
contests these claims with the 
utmost vigour, the Daily Tele- 


graph correspondent Stephen 
Robinson wrote that "some- 
how her account rin gs true, 
in all its salacious detail”. 

Well, perhaps. Ms Jones 
has filed an affidavit in 
which she has described 
those "distinguishing charac- 
teristics" in Clinton’s genital 
pea which she noticed. She 
is not prepared to reveal 
what these were until the 
-case comes to court, when 
the description may help her 
to get the half a million quid 
damages she is claiming for 
the trauma of seeing Bui’s 
willy. 

But we can speculate. 

Now. all of us men hope.that 
we have distinguishing char- 
acteristics in our genital 
areas fin fact, most of us 
hope tnat we have the same 
one). We would not .like to 
think : thatweure completely 
indistinguishable genital ly 
from our partners’ former 
. boyfriends, brothers and 
fathers. We would have to - 
admit, however, that most 
such distinguishing features 
would not be visible on cur- 
sory inspection - that a 
degree of familiarity would 
be required. 

So what was it that the 
startled Paula noticed in the 
nanosecond between the 
dropped shorts and the flight 
fpr the door? What so 
burned itself into her retina, 
and impressed itself into her 
mind? A mole win not do. 
Could it be immense size? 

Or minuscule length? An 
extraordinary bend to the 
left, or a remarkable bias to 
the right? Whs it a luminous - 
green, with mauve hangings? 
Or was it- as my friend John 
speculates - tattooed with 
the words “it’s the economy, 
stupid"? 

Well, pretty soon Paula 
will tell us. And we can 
expect calls for transparency 
and disclosure on the part of 
the President. A Senate com- 
mittee may examine Mr 
Clinton in private and find 
either for or against him. 
Hfllaiy will go on a chat- .. 
show and quibble with 
Paula’s description. “I'm 
sorry, but those just aren't 
the genitals I married, 

Oprah.” 

Meanwhile, Mr 

Stephanopoulos, Clinton’s 
whiz election wook, is 
expected any day, realty to 
advise Tboy about how to 
show empathy to women. 
Show it,Tbne, but just make 
sure it doesn’t have any dis- 
tinguishing features. 


Thirty years ago, the TV film 
'Cathy Come Home' revealed 
to a mocked nation the extent 
of Britain 's housing crisis. 
Immediate action was pledged; 
the charity Shelter was 
founded. 

Haw much has changed 
since? Vie author, wto 
researched and nmtethe film, 
reflects on the continued 
presence of forced evictions, 
homelessness and housing 
famine -what Cathy achieved, 
and what it didn’t 


UT feel . jubilation ,* 1 one 
I homeless father cried 
A out to me as be entered 
the gothic portals of the ancient 
workhouse to rejoin his family. 

One of the most important 
. changes achieved by Cathy 
Come Hone was that hundreds 
of husbands were allowed to 
join wives and children from 
- whom they had been separated 
in hostels for the homeless. 

. This, it can be safely claimed, 
was a direct result of the film 
and the campaigning done by 
myself and Ken Loach, the 
film’s director. 

This separation of husbands 
was an appalling custom which 
split up families at a traumatic 
time when they most needed 
each other's support In at least 
one hostel men had been seat 
to prison for climbing in to be 
with their loved ones. - 
Birmingham allowed hun- 
dreds of men to rejoin their 
families in time for Christmas. 
.Other hostels followed suit, so 
that throu gho ut Britain, these 
tragic forced separations were 
brought to an end. 

There were other changes. 
Many hostels at that time 
turned mothers and children 
out into the streets between ’ 
2 pm and 5pm to "get some 
fresh aii” and "find themselves 
accommodation”, even when 
it was raining. Many hostels 
operated a curfew, sometimes 
as early, as 8 pm. Mothers who 
got back late were penalised 
with the threat of eviction. That 
cruelnile was also abolished as 
aresuftofGzrty. 

This happened very dra- 
matically in Birmingham, 
where, balf-way through a 
large public meeting about 
their plight, aii the homeless 
families got up to leave to be 
back in their hostels in time for 
the curfew. The council official 
responsible got a round of 
applause when he rescinded 
the curfew on the spot Again, 
other hostels throughout the 
country followed suit. 

Conditions at Newington 
Lodge in Southwark, whicb was 
a sorting place for homeless 
families in the old 1X32 area, 
and the first hostel I visited, 
were heartbreaking.' • 

It was a vast and austere Vic- 
torian workhouse in which up to 
three or four families were 
crammed into each room. 

There was a feeling of utter 
bopdessness. Feetfipg was com- 
munal and there was endemic 
dysentery from which children 
were tying. 

Mothers, at their wits’ end, 
kept their children away from 
the dining room, hoping that 
this would prevent them catch- 
ing the disease. But they had to 


by Jeremy Sandford 



Tn a time of great bonanza, a government that can 
acquiesce in the homelessness of so large a part of 
its population must be reckoned unfit to govern’ 


pay quite a large rent for bong 
here and couldn't afford to 
feed their children; in the end, 
they would have to use the din- 
ing room, with sometimes fatal 
results. little coffins were often 
seen leaving Newington Lodge 
on their last journey. 

. Some mothers, as I showed 
in Cathy , did a runner, tried to 
hide somewhere and fought to 
keep their children when evic- 
tion came. "My children were 
tom from my arms, just like you 
showed,” wrote one mother 
after seeing the film. 

Cathy brought an end to 
that A government circular 
urged local authorities not to 
separate children from their 
parents for reasons of home- 
lessness; parents and children 
must whenever possible be kept 
together. 'Within a year or so, 
the number of children sepa- 


rated from their parents in this 
way dropped from thousands a 
year to hundreds. 

So now for the bad news. 
When Cathy was first shown, 
there were LLSOO people, 
including children, in emer- 
gency accommodation for the 
homeless. Thirty years later, in 
June this year, the equivalent 
figure was 100.000 - a tenfold 
increase. (Of these, 12,000 peo- 
ple were m bed and breakfast 
establishments, at a cost of a 
million pounds a week, or £33 
per bead per night). 

Immediately after Cathy, 
there was a Labour pledge to 
see that building would be 
increased to 500,000 new homos 
a year. In the following period, 
200,000 council homes were 
built yearly. We did, just once, 
pass die 500,000 figure. 

Then came the great housing 


cutback, initiated by Labour 
and continued by the Tories. 
Last year, only 812 council 
dwellings were built; to which 
should be added 31,000 housing 
association dwellings. 

Last year, there were 50,000 
mortgage repossession evictions 
- 1 ,(XX) each week, or 20 each 
working day. 

Last year, 125,000 house- 
holds were officially accepted 
as homeless by councils in Eng- 
land - part of well over a mil- 
lion households accepted as 
officially homeless over the 
last decade. 

These figures do not include 
single homeless people, among 
them the sort that Cathy 
became when, deprived of hus- 
band and children, she was no 
longer allowed to remain at the 
hostel for the homeless. 

At that time, it was rare to 


see people sleeping out on the 
streets. Now it is common in 
many areas. Emergency 
accommodation in bed ana 
breakfast hotels is an improve- 
ment on the old workhouses, 
but a hotel room suitable for 
one or two people on holiday 
is no place to bring up a fam- 


ily. Of an evening, amid a sea 
of beds and boxes and suitcases 
containing the families’ pos- 
sessions, Dad may typically be 
watching the telly. Mum cook- 
ing up tea on an illegal electric 
ring, baby crawling around cre- 
ating havoc and daughter try- 
ing to do her homework. 

Oblivious to ail this, the Gov- 
ernment has come up with a 
housing ati which will weaken 
even further the duty of local 
authorities to provide emer- 
gency accommodation, or pro- 
vide permanent homes for 
homeless people. The act also 
makes it easier for landlords to 
evict tenants with rent arrears. 

Those who aspire to ideas 
beyond their status, sueh as a 
home where they can live 
secure with their children 
peacefully, arc still reminded 
that they should not be too opti- 
mistic or cocky. 

Extraordinary though it may 
seem, the housing famine 
appears to me to have been arti- 
ficially created. The thinking 
might be that people who are 
homeless or in fear of eviction 
will be reminded of who is boss 
and be less likely to lake to the 
streets in protest. 

Id a lime of great bonanza, 
with the mega-sale of once- 
for-all assets - oil and nation- 
alised industries -a government 
that for year after year can 
acquiesce* in the homelessness 
of so large a proportion of its 
population must surely be reck- 
oned unfit to govern. 

There is. it seems to me. a 
case to be answered. Could we 
not return to the idealism of the 
post-war years (another time of 
housing famine), when scores of 
thousands of returning soldiers 
and their families took the law 
into their own hands and occu- 
pied empty property, especially 
the camps' made redundant by 
a shrinking army? 

There are not far short of a 
million empty homes, many 
kept void by array or govern- 
ment departments. Have we as 
a nation lost all memory of that 
idealism and ability to do what 
is right, even if it does mean 
trampling down bureaucratic 
complacency, possibly bypass- 
ing some of the sinking togs of 
red tape? Are the ordinary folk 
-you and me - loo cowed these 
days to do it? There is far more 
empty property than there are 
homeless people. Britain and its 
resources belong to all of us, not 
just to police or government 

We have not been overrun by 
an overweening, impertinent 
authoritarian, hostile power 
who have planted themselves in 
our town halls and seats of 
government, even if it some- 
times feels like it. 


Lucre made the spires what they are 


. > 


O xford University, traditionally 
the home of lost causes, seems 
bent on becoming the home of 
Ifist donations. 

^ The don’s parliament. Congrega- 
tion, voted down Wafic Said’s 
princely and historic gift of £ 20 m to 
build a world-class business school 
right in the middle ;of Oxford. The 
dons that did not turn up lobark will 
soon have the chance to overturn this 
daft decision by a postal "vote. - 
They should reject the arguments put 
forward - often in high-minded 
prose, but too often based on mali- 
cious motive - because there are 
three reasons why the dons’ decision 
is wrong. - 

First, because of the historic short- 
sightedness of their view, which is 
prejudiced against rich -merchant' 
adventurers, and in particular if they 
arc foreign. Oxford would not be like 
it is if buccaneering and free-spirited 
businessmen operating abroad had 
not prospered, and then decided to 
pul a good slice of their prosperity 
into the university. ' 

Ponder Cecil Rhodes and all that 
African money. This treasure-house 
^architecture and powerhouse of 
^raniific and intellectual endeavour 
dimply would not exist if it had not 
been for the help of people like Mr - 
Said, stretching back through the 
centuries to the high Middle Ages, 
Yet there is amonga small but influ- 
ential minority in .the university- the 
perfectly disgusting view that money 
generously offered- is tainted by the 



In refusing 
‘tainted money’ 
for a business 
school, Oxford’s 
r dons are 
%noring their 
own long 
tradition and 
acting out of 
malice, argues 
John Patten 


origin of the hand that offers it 
Photographs of the scene outside 
Congregation during the debate were 
. sadly typical of modern Oxford - 
undergraduates holding banners with 
such thoughtful messages as "we don’t 
want your bloody money”. These stu- 
dent manifestations, and those of 
some of their donnish elders, would 
be quaint if they were not so damag- 
ing to one of Britain's greatest insti- 
tutions. The opposition to Mr Said's 
gift seems largely based on wild accu- 
sations of tainted money, for which 
there is absolutely no foundation, 
and is linked to the fact that Mr Said 
is a friend erf Lady Thatcher. 

I am convinced that much, although 
not att, of the arguments against this 
donation emanated from a bunch of 
intellectual and political pygmies who 
are afraid to come out for fear of 
demonstrating that they are deeply 
prejudiced - just the sort of political 
incorrectness that they are endlessly 
trying to root out in other people. This 
xenophobia among those who prattle 
cm about the importance of a "plural 
society” is unforgivable. 

Just imagine if on this very site Bill 
Gates of Microsoft bad offered £20m 
to build a business school The don- 
nish world would have., been falling 
over itself to applaud such a magnif- 
icent WASP benefaction. - 

Second, what about the site? Open 
green space is important in Oxford, 
and the river valleys provide vital 
green lungs right in the heart of the 
dtv. This business school would cer- 


tainly make central Oxford even more 
crowded, with buildings of all sorts, 
shapes, sizes and antiquity hug-a- 
mugger with each other. 

But the university has flourished 
precisely because of that Crowding, 
with dons in their departments, or in 
the senior common rooms of their col- 
leges, rubbing intellectual sparks off 
each other as they meet there or in the 
streets and lanes'of the dty centre. Its 
very crowded nature is part of the 
dynamic that has driven Oxford on 
through the centuries. 

Third, if Oxford donnety in its 
postal vote realty does reject this 
benefaction, or u the city council 
then decides to compound the injury 
by refusing to give it planning per- 
mission, then town and gown together 
will be making the classic “science, 
park mistake". 

What is this? Thirty years ago, 
Cambridge decided to have one, to 
the immense benefit of that univer- 
sity and its townfolk, revitalising the 
real economy of the area just as it 
stimulated scientific Cambridge. 
Oxford missed out. What this busi- 
ness school would do is have exactly 
the same multiplier effect on Oxford, 
not just on the intellectual life of the 
university, but by creating the extra- 
ordinary range of jobs and activities 
that will flow from it, preventing the 
city from sliding more into a theme 
park with old buildings. 

The business ofbusiness should not 
be recharged as vulgar. If we are going 
10 be prosperous in the 21 st century. 


then we need to build, not reject, a cul- 
tureof people prepared to participate 
in vigorous economic endeavours. If 
this project fails, and the university 
settles for second best - building a 
business school years later, out beyond 
the ring road - it will largely have lost 
its point. If it is slap bang in the mid- 
dle of Oxford, then young men and 
women will daity walk past it, they wilt 
see that it is there, and by the virtue 
of it being there be encouraged to 
recognise it as part of their culture. 
That is why an integrated business 
school is so vital and its central loca- 
tion critical 

What about those almost inces- 
santly approached by colleges and the 
university to make donations? It is a 
myth that h is "vulgar big businesses" 
that always give all the donations to 
a university like Oxford. Great sums 
of money are raised continually by 
approaching individuals who give 
their standing order for so many 
pounds a month, or an occasional 
hard-earned gift of £500. How will 
they feel if the university slaps this gift 
full in the face? Many will think that 
if they do not want £ 2 * 0 m. they cannot 
want 'my £500. 

A lot will also conclude that there 
is something very rotten in the bean 
of Oxford. And'that it was not Mr 
Said’s business school 

John Patten, MP for Oxford Wfesr and 
Abingdon, was once both a Fellow of 
an Oxford college, and Education 
Secretary. 



Royalty must cut costs, says Philip 
9 th November 1969 
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Bootle to replace Minford on ‘wise person 


Roger Bootle: Concerned 

about the exchange rate 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

The Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer has reshuffled his panel of 
“wise persons” replacing the 
most controversial of his six ad- 
visers with a prominent City 
economist. 

Professor Patrick Minford. an 
outspoken Liverpool University 
professor, will be replaced when 
his appointment expires at the 
end of the year by Roger Boo- 


tle, chief economist at HSBC 
Markets and a visiting profes- 
sor at Manchester Business 
School. 

Professor Minford, a com- 
mitted Thatcherite, ruffled 
Treasury feathers earlier this 
year by accusing the Chancel- 
lor. Kenneth Clarke, of failing 
to understand the economy 
and of jeopardising the Con- 
servatives’ re-election chances. 
He has recommended big cuts 
in interest rates and taxes. 


putting him in a minority on the 
Treasury’s Panel. 

He said: “Being on the panel 
has been frustrating, but. I put 
my views across ana 1 enjoyed 
it/’ He welcomed the choice of 
Mr Bootle, who said yesterday 
that he was most concerned at 
this juncture about the strength 
of the exchange rate. 

"There is a serious danger of 
a repetition of the traditional 
British polity error, which 
would be catastrophic for in- 


dustry,” Mr Bootle said. The' 
Treasury likes to have a wide 
range of views represented by 
the six wise persons - cynics sug- 
gest it can hop to justify any pol- 
icy. Mr Bootle agreed that 
although he and Professor Min- 
ford used very different intel- 
lectual frameworks, they had 
many views in common. 

Both believe that interest 
rates can fall without the risk of 
hi gh er inflatio n because labour 
mar ket deregulation means un- 


employment has not reached 
the level where wages start to 
rise. The title of Mr Bootle's re- 
cently published book. The 
Death of Inflation, gives the 

flavour of his views very dearly. 

Both men are also Eurosceptks. 

However, Mr Bootle dis- 
agrees with Professor Mlnfonfs 
call for a giveaway Budget “I 
would argue for tax rises or big 
spending cuts," he said. That 
means all six of the Chancellor’s 
advisers are recommending a 


el members, Professor Tim - 
Congdon of Lombard Street " 
Research andGavyn Davies of 
GoldmanSachs, hadtheirap- ■ 
pointments renewed for an- 
other year. . • > 

- The remainiBgthree -Kate 
Barker of the CBI, Bridget 
RoseweD ofBusmess Strategies 
and Martin Weale of the Na- 
tional festitoteafEconamlc and 
SotiafReset&tbh - have anoth- ' Patrick 
ear t w qye ar s for serve. .; , -V Treasui 
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Patrick Minford: Ruffled 
Treasury feathers this year 


Electricity 

companies 

attract third 
US predator 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Fresh turmoil gripped regional 
electricity companies yester- 
day as the third US predator to 
stalk the sector in the space of 
a fortnight was believed to be 
evaluating mounting a possible 
takeover bid. 

The potential US power bid- 
der was thought to be CMS En 
ergy. which supplies electricity 
and gas to 1.5 million cus- 
tomers in Michigan. It had 
sales last year of S3.9bn 
l£2.4bn) and made profits of 
$603m (£365m). CMS Energy 
has been increasingly active in 
power projects outside the US 
and makes 20 per cent of its rev- 
enues abroad. 

Kelly Farr, a CMS spokes- 
man, declined to comment. “It 
is company policy not to com- 
ment on rumours about our 
business activities,” he said. 

One suggestion was that 
CMS could pounce on York- 
shire Electricity, though the 
company is not believed to 
have had approaches from any 
potential suitors for five or six 
months- 

The possibility was also raised 

that a rival bidder could be in 
the wings for East Midlands, 
which is facing a possible bid 
from Dominion Resources, a 
Virginian utility company. 

Dominion has said that it 
would not he prepared to pay 
much more than 60Sp a share 
for East Midlands, valuing the 
Nottingham-based group at 
£I2hn. though unalvsis have 
suggested a successful bidder 
would haw to pay around 670p. 
Shares in the company edged up 
Ipto593.5p. 

The outcome of the Domin- 
ion hoard meeting is not ex- 
pected to be known until the 
slock market reopens on Mon- 
day. 

However fund managers 
doubled whether the UK Gov- 


ernment would allow a £766ra 


takeover bid for Northern Elec- 


tric from US-owned CE Elec- 


tric and any bid for East 
Midlands to proceed. 

The uncertainty took its toll 
on Northern Electric's share 
price yesterday. Northern 
shares slumped ISp to 605 -5p, 
which is 24.5p below CE Elec- 
tric’s 630p offer price. 

It enabled CE Electric to buy 
a further 2.7 million shares in 
the company and takes CE 
Electric’s stake to 29.45 per 
cent, just short of the maximum 
stake of almost 30 per cent per 
mitted at this stage in the bid 
ding process under takeover 
rules. 

Big sellers of Northern shares 
over the past two days includ- 
ed Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment, which sold 1.19 million 
shares, representing almost its 
entire stake in the group, and 
HID SamueL which sold 564,000 
shares. 

David Sokol the chairman of 
CE Electric’s main sharehold- 
er, power generator CaEEnergy 
of Nebraska, called on North- 
ern’s management to recom- 
mend the offer to shareholders. 

“To prolong this takeover 
can only be damaging to share- 
holders’ interests. Our intent to- 
wards Northern Electric has 
always been friendly and I hope 
that the Northern Electric 
board will recognise these mar- 
ket realities and discuss with us 
the recommendation of our of- 
fers," he said. 

Mr Sokol's comments were 
dismissed by Northern's advis- 
ers, who insisted the battle was 
far from over. 

A disappointed David Mor- 
ris, the Northern chairman, 
said he still believed the 630p- 
a-share bid was too low and 
blamed the share {nice fall on 
the belief that the bid would be 
referred to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

Market report, page 24 



Crazy about classics: John Goldsmith Is restoring a written-off Aston Martin DB6 for the race 


Photograph: Christopher Jones 


80 rally to the call of a classic car race 


John WiBcock 

A glittering array of more than 
80 businessmen, lawyers, ac- 
countants, aristocrats and the 
odd prince is preparing for the 
16.000-kilometre Peking to 
Paris classic car rally next year. 

The epic will mark the 90th 
anniversary of the first such 
rally, which was won by Prince 
Borgbese of Italy. 

This time around drivers in- 
clude Christopher Dunkley 
from Lloyd’s of London driving 
a 1935 Bentley 3.5 tourer, and 
John Stuttard, chairman of 
Coopers & Lybrand in China, 
in a 1934 Rolls-Royce. 

Aristocratic polish is added by 
Lord Montagu, who is driving 
the oldest car in the rally, a 1914 
Prince Henry VauxhalL The 
royal contingent is led by Prince 
Idris Shah of Malaysia in a 1954 
Studebaker Coupe. 

The adventure has been or- 
ganised by Phillip Young, who 
has helped put on previous 
Monte Carlo rallies, and his col- 
league. Peter Browning. Mr- 


Young has negotiated rights of 
way across 22 countries, in- 
cluding China, Nepal Pakistan, 
Iran and TUrkey. 

The rally starts in September 
next year and lasts 45 days. Dri- 
vers pay a £25,000 entry fee and 
must cany all their own spares. 
No back-up vehicles are al- 


lowed, and as John Goldsmith, 
one of the drivers says, if you 
break down in the middle of 
nowhere “you’re on your own, 
mate’’. But the organisers will 
use one sweeper car at the 
back to make sure any broken 
down cars can be helped to the 
nest checkpoint on the journey. 


Mr Goldsmith’s firm. Gold- 
smith and YOung,. restores As- 
ton Martins ax its workshops in 
Wiltshire, and Mr Goldsmith 
himself is restoring a written-off 
Aston Martin DB6 “in order to 
win the race”. 

The steep entry fee has 
caused some problems. Sir 



Local colour A contestant in the 1907 car rally, won by Prince Borgbese of Italy 


David Steel, the former Liber- 
al leader, is looking for spon- 
sorship. The classic car ralfying 
fanatic was originally going to 
China in his 1965 Rover, but he 
sold it, and will now probably go 
in his 1962 ftrley. 

Gerry Acher, head of audit at 
KPMG, is looking forward to 
the rally with a mixture of ex- 
citement and trepidation. He's 
driving his own 1932 Aston 
Martin International and with 
an engine capacity of just 1.5 
Iitres,.one of the smallest cars 
in the rally. ... 

"This little car has got to get 
us up to 17,000 feet (in Nepal], 
along with all our spares and 
camping equipment The vari- 
ations in conditions are going to 
be terrific” 

Mr Acer’s only previous ex- 
perience of this type of thing was 
a four-day Euro Classic Car Ral- 
ly, when his wife navigated. 
“She’s very good at it Both me 
and my ccHiriver, who’s an ex- 
pert mechanic, are. useless , at 
navigating, so it should be in- 
teresting.” 


Michael Harrison 

German prosecutors are ex- 
pected to charge Volkswagen 
executive Jose Ignacio Lopez 
with industrial espionage later 
this month, a lawyer acting for 
the car chief confirmed yester- 
day! 

Mr Lopez has been under in- 
vestigation since 1993 after he 
quit as head of purchasing at 
General Motors to join Volk- £ . 
I swagen, taking with him, Gen- * 
eral Motors alleges, commercial ft 
secrets about new production^ 
techniques. 

DarmsUdt^rosecutois office, 
relate to allegations that Mr 
Lopez and three other former 
General Motors executives took 
with them secrets relating to a 
new manufacturing concept 
known as Plant X. 

During the three-year cam- 
paign General Motors has 
waged against Mr Lopez and 
Volkswagen, it has alleged that 
the information was used to 
help build, a new production 
plant in Brazil. Volkswagen has 
consistently denied the allega- 
tions. 

In a statement issued from his 
Frankfurt office, Mr Lopez's 
lawyer, Jurgen Thschke, said he 
expected charges to be filed 

against hiscQentin November. 

The three other executives who 
are expected to be charged - 


A&L rebel customers Man Utd boss nets 39% pay rise 

~j 1 flryVl 1 1 51" T" I 1 I Patrick Tooher Stand, which temporarily cut pay, including benefits and pen- man Professor Sir Rolan 

JL ■kW 1 W -M- ACwV JL capacity at its Old Trafford sions contributions, rose to Smith, and based on hitting a 

All told, Mr Edwards' total 


John Willcock 

Alliance & Leicester Building 
Society is facing a mounting 
campaign by rebel customers 
who object to the flat-rate pay - 
out it lias proposed tor its flota- 
tion ucM year. 

hit Mountain. 63, is a retired 
businessman who lias been with 
A&L for 30 years, and lie has 
set up ail “Ac lion Group" to win 
hotter compensation for “loyal 
long-term investors". 

The s*n:ieiy caused a stir 
when it announced KJ days ago 
that it intends to give a fiat-rate 
250 shares (worth un estimat- 
ed Ll.OtHij to all members 
who bud a minimum balance 


or £100 at 31 December 1995. 

This is in contrast to other so- 
cieties which are converting to 
pic status, such as the Halifax, 
which have a sliding scale re- 
warding bigger and more long- 
term investors. 

Mr Mountain has written to 
Peter White, chief executive of 
A&L, requesting a face-to-face 
meeting to put his claims for 
better treatment. Mr Mountain 
said: “The Alliance & Leices- 
ter will have had a shock over 
the last few days about the ex- 
tent of the deep anger which 
their move has provoked. They 
should take note of that protest 
which is clearly being felt by 
many thousands of investors.” 


The action group daims it has 
been inundated with calls. “But 
with 2.4 million investors we 
know we are only seeing the 
barest tip of the iceberg. Even 
so it is dear to us that an over- 
whelming majority of those in- 
vestors intend shutting down 
their accounts with A&L.” 

Mr Mountain said in one hour 
alone he took calls from people 
whose collective investment in the 
Society was nearly £2m. “This 
must surely be deeply worrying 
for A&L - and possibly even 
more so for the stock market 
authorities, who surely can't 
relish the appalling odour sur- 
rounding a company shortly to 
be floated on their Exchange.” 


Patrick Tooher 

Tbe base pay erf Martin Edwards, 
Manchester United’s chief ex- 
ecutive, soared by 39 per cent last 
year, despite the football dub re- 
porting a sharp drop m profits. 

The company's latest report 
and accounts, just posted to 
shareholders, shows Mr Ed- 
wards received a base salary of 
£212,000 for the 12 months to 
July 1996, compared with 
£153,000 the previous year. 

It also reveals that Mr Ed- 
wards earned a £67,000 per- 
formance-related bonus, even 
though United’s operating in- 
come actually fell to £142Zm 
from £15 .6m due to lower gate 
receipts and weaker merchan- 
dising sales caused by redevel- 
opment of the club’s North 



Martin Edwards: Scored a 
pay rise despite profits drop 


pay. Including benefits and pen- 
sions contributions, rose to 
£321,000 from £290,000, an in- 
crease of 11 per cent. 

Mr Edwards is United’s 
largest shareholder with a 17.2 
percent stake, entitling him to 
an annual dividend income of 
more than £550,000. He has also 
been the angle biggest benefi- 
ciary of United's soaring share 
price. At last night's dose his 
stake was worth almost £18m 
with the shares dosing down 
85p at 496 5p. 

A company spokesman said 
Mr Edwards’ bonus had noth- 
ing to do with Manchester Unit- 
ed winning the League and FA • 
Cop double last season. In- 
stead, the issue was decided by 
the dub’s remuneration com- 
mittee, headed by United chair- 


man Professor Sir Roland 
Smith, and based on hitting an 
internal target for profits before 
transfer fees. 

This figure rose slightly last 
year to £16.7m, but was only 
strode after a one-off gain of 
£22m arising from a 10-year 
publishing deal with VCI, the 
videogroup that earlier this Year 
tried to buy Manchester Unit- 
ed for about £300m. The 
spokesman said that United's 
results came in above analysts’ 
expectations. 

Mr Edwards was criticised 
last month after reportedly say- 
ing he would only entertain bids 
for the dub above £400m. That 
led to heavy baying of United's 
shares, forcing the dub to issue 
a statement saying no ap- 
proaches had been received. 



Jose Gutierrez. Jorge Alvarez 
and Roscario Piazza —left Gen- 
eral Motor’s German sub- 
sidiary, Opel at the same time 
as Mr Lopez left to join ’Volk- 
swagen in March 1993. Gener- • 
al Motors initiated criminal V 
prooeedings against its former . 
executive two months later. 

Volkswagen said that Mr ’ 
Lopez, a member of its man- 
agement board, would remain 
with the company even if he 
were to face criminal charges. 

Mr Lopez has been credited 
with helping return Volkswagen, 
Europe’s biggest car-maker, to 
financial health after felling 
into losses in the eariy 1990s. As 
head of Genera] Motor’s worid- 
wide purchasing operations, he 
has a fearsome reputation for 
cost-cutting. He brought his 
skills lo Volkswagen, helping it 
to streamline production, im- 
prove working practices and re- 
turn to profitability. 

A spokesman for the Frank- 
fort prosecutors office, which is 
handling public statements con- 
cerning the case, refused to 
comment on the statement 
from Mr Lopez’s lawyer. 

“We are not commenting on 
whether a decision has already 
been taken to bring charges or 
to terminate proceedings," 
Hildegard Becker-Toussamt, 
the office's spokeswoman, said. 

She said a decision would be 
made by the end of the year op 
whether criminal charges vja* 
to be brought against Mr Lop& 
and the three other execu tivejpj ; 

German newspaper reports 
had earlier quoted Mr Lopez’s 
lawyer as swing he expected the 
four would be charged with mis- 
appropriation and unfair com- 
petition. .... 

If found guilty Mr Lopez 
could face a maximum prison 
sentence of five years. 
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Dresdner unveils plan 
for $50bn asset group 


Dresdner Bank has announced 
ambitious plans to create a 
$50bn global asset manage- 
ment group for all its instUu- 
tionaifunds outside Germany, 
writes John Willcock. 

The group will unite the in- 
stitutional side of Kleimvort 
Benson Investment Manage- 
ment in London. Thornton 
Group in London and Hong 
Kong, and RCM in San Fran- 
cisco. It will employ 900 peo- 
ple world-wide. 

Dresdner. Germany's sec- 
ond-largest bank, bought Mem- 
wort for £1 bn last year and has 
already concentrated its cor- 


porate finance and investment " 
ranking activities in London. 

. The new group will be 
headed up by RCM of San 
Francisco, an institutional fund , 
manager which Dresdner 
bought last year. 

Simon Robertson, Klein- . 
wort's chief executive, str^Scji 
that London 'would not tw> 
weakened by this move. . ■ 

“This is a big move for us. It 
will create a truly global asset 
management business. We 
hope it will give KBIM, which 
has not enjoyed as much suc- 
cess as we would have liked in 
the past, a fillip.” 
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Labour gets itself in a pickle over utilities tax 


JEREMY WARNER 


‘If policy is now to be 
defined on the basis 
of those “able to 
afford it". I can think 
of a whole host of 
others just as 
deserving of a windfall 
tax. Let’s begin with 
all those fat cats in 
the City, which we all 
know to be essentially 
a monopoly* 


T here’s no such thing as a popular tax, era> 
when it happens to be one directed al 
the hated privatised utilities. Labour would 
do wen to heed this ancient truism as it digs 
riself ever deeper into the mire over its wind- 
fall profits tax proposal. It could all end up 
backfiring. 

But then we mustn’t call it a tax, must we? 
what is proposed, as Gordon Brown, the 
shadow Chancellor, constantly insists, is “a 
levy” . We've had this shiUy-shaDying with the 
semantics of taxation once before; on that 
occasion it was Mrs Hatcher and her min- 
isters who ridiculously continued to refer to 
something they called the community 
“charge** even as the hoi poUoi were rioting 
on the streets over what everybody else 
termed the poll ta* 

Ip this case there is rather more justifi- 
cation for labelling it a levy, for unless 
Labour changes its mind again - and it has 
pirouetted on this so many times that there 
is no reason to believe it won’t -this will be 
a one-off charge levied on a specific type of 
company, those that happen once to have 
been owned by tbe state. 

It is perhaps the case .that the discrimi- 
natory, arbitrary and essentially random 
nature of this tax justifies the term levy. AD 
the same, most of us will continue to think 
of it as a tax and for that reason the Con- 
servative Party is probably on to a winner in 
identifying it as a campaigning issue. Ftir- 


tbermore, if ministers can undermine the 
credibility of the idea sufficiently as to 
make it seem unworkable, then Labour is in 
difficulty as the election approaches, for this 
is the only revenue-raising proposal it has 
yet come op with. It win, as a consequence, 
form a cornerstone of Labour’s first tax and 
spending Budget. Strip out the windfall 
profit tax and Labour will be hard-pressed 
to deliver on promised spending. 

On this front, too, Kenneth Clarke may 
be on to a winner. On virtually every level 
you care to take, this is a tax hard to justify 
and hard to implement. The first rule of tax- 
ation is that It should be consistently applied 
in a non-discriminatoiy way. On this test, the 
proposal faDs on every score, so much so that 
Labour’s tax lawyers and financi al advisers 
are still, years after the proposal was mooted, 
wrestling with the legal difficulties of defin- 
ing those the party wants to penalise. 

This week we have been treated to a fully 
blown and increasingly hysterica] demon- 
stration of disarray over the issue. It kicked 
off with a stroppy little letter to the Inde- 
pendent from Tbny Blair’s bead of press, 
Alastair Campbell! in which he complained 
bitterly about something written by pur good 
selves on the subject In the process, he 
referred to a tax levied on “privatised 
monopoly utilities''. 

Given the sensitivity of the issue, you 
might have thought Mr Campbell would 


have taken care to get his definitions right. 
Certainly PowerGen and National Power 
took ii seriously enough to declare “party 
time”, for whatever else they are, they are 
not monopolies. Unfortunately for them, Mr 
Campbell seems to have been a touch 
sloppy ip his drafting. 

According to Her Majesty’s Daily Tele- 
graph , an odd place for Mr Campbell to spin 
bis view of the world, the tax will actually 
apply to 30 privatised companies. The only 
pure privatised monopolies are the water 
and electricity distribution companies and 
they number' 25. So there are five non- 
monopoly “mystery” companies that wfll be 
hit, too. Which are they? Not saying. Labour 
retorts, which is hardly surprising since it 
appears not yet to know. 

S o much for the problems of definition. 

Then comes the even thornier question 
of how to levy the tax. For this I have turned 
to the famous “leaked” Ciiy report from 
which Labour seems to have garnered its list 
of 30 “comfortably” able to afford the £5bn- 
£10bn Labour wants for its framing proposals. 

Funnily enough it didn’t take long to 
unearth this document since it turned out to 
be nothing more remarkable than a four- 
page circular to clients from SBC Warburg, 
which has been hanging around on my desk 
for the past week. As itnappens I have been 
“leaked” another two quite similar reports 


over the past month which I would be happy 
to forward to the Labour Party should they 
wish to give me a bell. No doubt it is quite 
a compliment to SBC Warburg to be used 
as the oasis for Labour's latest m usings on 
the subject, though its clients among the util- 
ities might think otherwise, but really. 

If policy is now to be defined on the basis 
of those “able to afford it”. I can think of a 
whole host of others just as deserving of a 
windfall tax. Let's begin with all those fat cats 
in the City, which we ah know to be essen- 
tially a monopoly- A retrospective tax on City 
bonuses wfli do for starters. Now, let’s see. 
Who’s got a bit of money to spare? I know. 
How about Glaxo Wellcome? Sting Sir 
Richard Sykes for 500 mil and he'd barely 
notice the difference. Then what about old 
Wafic Said? Oxford dons have just turned 
down his offer of £20ro towards a business 
school, so thank s very much, we'll have it 
instead. 

I exaggerate, of course, but to be honest, 
not very much. You might as well target any 
company or individual who has enjoyed 
“above average returns” for all the differ- 
ence it would make. If there is an intellec- 
tual justification for it as far as the privatised 
utilities are concerned, it is to do with the 
contention that these com ponies were hope- 
lessly undersold at the time of privatisation 
and that the taxpayer has been short- 
changed as a consequence. Well, perhaps. 


but it is also the case that they were sold for 
the best that could be achieved in the lime 
commensurate with the Government’s other 
aim of wider share ownership. That they 
were not sold for more is in part down to the 
Labour Party, which did its utmost to under- 
mine each successive privatisation. 

Tb turn round now and say lei’s have a hit 
more money is like the man who sells his 
house for too little and then later tries to 
reclaim the difference; it is not the wav of 
the world. Furthermore, in a great number 
of cases, the present generation of share- 
holders arc not die ones rhat have enjoved 
the windfall gains. US companies buying into 
our regional electricity indusirv have done 
so at the top of the market. If Labour attacks 
them, re taliatoiy action will be taken by the 
Clinton administration against British inter- 
ests in the US. 

Not that there is any chance of Labour 
backing off here. Labour leaders may be 
divided on the dentil of this new tax but 'they 
arc united in believing it a reasonable way 
to raise money. AD the same, the precedent 
is an awful one, which one way or another, 
utility customers will end up paying for. 
Strangely, the easiest and fairest way to raise 
money for spending, increasing corporation 
tax across the board, seems to have been 
missed by the Labour Party. Bui then that’s 
one Labour would be well advised not to 
trumpet from the rooftops. 


AT&T rolls out big guns 
to stall BT wedding plan 


AT&T, America's biggest 
phone company, is gearing up 
its awesome lobbying machine 
to stall British Telecom's pro- 
posed £13bn merger with MCL 
the second-largest long-dis- 
tance carrier in the US. The 
deal, the largest to involve a 
British company, threatens 
AT&T's number one spot in 
the US telecommunications 
business. 

That AT&T would not sit 
back and watch the BT-MCI 
marriage sail through was ob- 
vious from the first words 
uttered on the affair by the 
chief executive, Robert Allen. 
Pardon me, he said, but had 
not the US government better 
first establish that the British 
market is open before giving 
BT its MCI plum? 

The translation is clear: 
AT&T will be doing all it can ' 
to persuade US regulators, 
starting with the Federal Com- 


America's biggest telephone group is gearing up its . 
lobbying machine, writes David Usborne in New York 


munica lions Commission 
(FCC), to subject the agree- 
ment to the most rigorous of 
scrutiny. It would like best of 
all to have it knocked down 
dead. That is over-ambitious. 
But AT&T can hope to use the 
proposed merger to gain im- 
proved market leverage in 
Britain. 

“AT&T is going to be 
pulling out all the stops and 
doing everything it can to at 
. least slow the Imminent merg- 
er and to help clear the hur- 
dles that remain for them in 
the United Kingdom," Jef- 
frey Kagan, of Kagan Telecom 
Associates, said yesterday. 
And AT&T is no lobbying 
amateur. "They are used, to 
getting what they want - their 


staffing ability is legendary." 

AT&T is diligent in currying 
favour with Washington's pow- 
erful. During the Chicago De- 
mocratic Convention In 
August, for instance, the com- 
pany invited delegates to a 
“Party of Champions" in the 
restaurant owned by basketball 
legend Michael Jordan. The 
chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee, Donald 
Fowler, was treated to a 
breakfast cruise on the lake. A 
similar cruise was offered to 
Republican leaders at their 
San Diego convention. 

Less conspicuous, but much 
more potent, is the network of 
lobbyists that AT&T has work- 
ing for it in Washington. It is 
a rostermade up largely of for- 


mer members of Congress 
that was deployed most re- 
cently ahead of the passage 
last February of the Tfelecom- 
munications Deregulation 
Bill, which tore down com- 
petitive barriers between long- 
distance and local carriers in 
the US. 

Those in AT&T’s pay in- 
clude such figures as. Robert 
Strauss, a former Democrat 
cabinet appointee and George 
Bush’s ambassador m Wash- 
ington. and Vin Weber, who 
represented his Minnesota 
district in the House of Rep- 
resentatives for 12 years before 
setting up as a consultant hr 
.1995. 

Mr Weber was a co-chair of 
Bob Dole’s doomed presi- 


dential campaign and is per- 
haps the oldest political friend 
of Newt Gingrich. When the 
telecoms reform debate was at 
its peak, Mr Weber was able 
one day to walk Mr Allen 
into the Speaker’s office. 

In his statement, Mr Allen 
insisted that Washington 
should “condition any ap- 
proval of the merger on the 
complete and unqualified 
opening of the telecom mar- 
ket in the United Kingdom”. 

He went on: “BT still con- 
trols more than 90 per cent of 
aD local telephone connec- 
tions [in Britain] and equal ac- 
cess to customers and 
telephone providers simply 
does not exist” 

AT&T is likely to have a 
sympathetic ear, meanwhile, in . 
Reed Hundt, chairman of tbe 
FCC. In a visit to London only 
in September, Mr Hundt crit- 
icised European countries for 



Currying favour: Robert Mien, chief executive of AT&T, is 
asking the US government to establish that the British 
market is open before approving the BT deal 


moving too slowly to dilute tbe 
grip of monopoly carriers, in- 
cluding BT 

“In the US we are very 
lucky that AT&T was broken 


up. Yet nowhere else... do we 
see a repetition of our clear- 
ly successful experiment with 
demonopolisation." Fancy a 
cruise, Mr Hundt? 
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• Regalian, tbe property ^oup, said it planned to tap shareholders 
for £16.45m to finance residential projects in central London. The 
one-for-two rights issue at 30p, which is being underwritten by 

^ BZW, will be used to cash in on the rise in residential prices in 
v London, which Regaiian believes are set to continue for several 
^ ycare. The group announced pre-tax profits raised from £400,000 
™ to £1 .6m and said it would pay an interim dividend of 0.4p. 

• Yorks hire-fyne Tees, the ITV franchise bolder, yesterday is- 
sued a writ against CIA, the media buyers, following an escalat- 
ing dispute over the sale of air time in several ITV regions. YTT 
is claiming £7S5,QOO. in settlement of the disagreement over dis- 
counts offered to CIA for the sale of air time which was not sub- 
sequently taken up. The dispute had thrown into further question 
the complicated arrangements used to seU ad time on ITV, in- 
dustry leaders said lost night. Other ITV companies at the cen- 
tre of the wrangle are Granada, LWT and Border Television, aD 
members of the Granada-controlled Laser sales house. 

■ The John Lewis Partnership said its department store sales 
rose 11. 1 per cent in the week to 2 November from a year ear- 
lier. For the 14 weeks to 2 November, turnover grew 15.6 per 
cent ycar-on-year. Total sales, including those from the Wait- 
rose supermarket chain, rose 114 per cent in the 14-week period. 

• Porsche, the German sports car maker; is set to resume div- 
idend payments after reporting net profits rose to DM48. lm 
(£ 19.3m)* in the year to July from DM2.1m a year earlier. A 
preference share dividend of DM2J0 and DM1.50 dividend per 
common share, equivalent to a total payout of DM3 .5m, wfll 
be put to shareholders in January. In addition, preference share- 
holders will receive back-payments foi the years they did not 
receive a dividend. Porsche last paid a dividend on its prefer- 
ence shares in 1992 and has not paid out on its ordinary shares 
since J 99 J. 

• Reliance Security said trading profits for the six months to 
l November would be substantially below market expectations 

.and last year’s figure. It said the market for contract security 
Mtnanagcment and manpower services was experiencing con- 
riinuing competitive pressures, resulting in a slowdown in growth 
W levels experienced m previous. years and margin deefine. 

• Community Hospitals Group said Sir Peter Thompson had 
retired as chairman and resigned from the board. 

• Serna has been given a contract by Malaysia to develop com- 
puter software for the organisers of the 1998 Kuala Lumpur 
Commonwealth Games. Under- the-deal, valued at £2.17m by 
industry sources, the group wfll supply and integrate aD sys- 
tems. ranging from accreditation, ticketing and transport to pro- 
viding results. It will also develop an information system to be 
integrated with the Internet for world-wide distribution of real- 
time results and medal standings. 

• Hansom is raising £1 _58m in a placing and open offer. The 
group said that following the fund-raising, it would be able to 
look to the future “with confidence". First-half losses were cut 
from £390.000 to £222,000. but no interim dividend is being paid. 

• Dalgefy warned shareholders that the continuing fall-out from 
the BSE scare meant first-half profits were unlikely to show 
any improvement. Yesterday's annual meeting was told that last 
years "mad cow” problems were largely over, fait that “inevitably 
the first half of our current year wfll be affected, and profits 
are unlikely to show, improvement at the interim stage . 

Roxhoro Group yesterday issued its second profits warning 
Tin less than two months. The electronic components group saw 
its shares dive from 202 -5p to I23p after announcing that there 
was no immediate prospect of any meaningful recovery in de- 
mand levels for its DiaJight EIectronics Product business. As 
a result, profits would be below current market expectations, 
the company said, . _• 

• Unit trusts appear iri The Long Weekend. 


Inflation fears turn 
investors towards Italy 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


International investors have 
given an unprecedented 
thumbs-down to Britain’s eco- 
nomic poDcy. 

Following the Bank of Eng- 
land's warning this week that 
base rates would have to rise, 
the gap between the interest 
rate the British government 
has to pay on its debt and the 
German government’s borrow- 
ing costs widened yesterday to 
nearly two full percentage 
points. 

In addition, the yield on long- 
term Italian government bonds 
fefl below the yield on bench- 
mark 10-year gilts for the first 
time. In recent weeks both 
Spanish and Swedish govern- 


ment bonds have seen their 
yields dip below those on gilts. 

“It's a good thing the Greeks 
do not issue these bonds or 
there'WouId be one last mile- 
stone,” said Stephen Lews, 
chief economist al London 
Bond Broking. “The Bank of 
England is being vindicated." 

Kevin Adams, gilts analyst at 
BZW, said gilts were very good 
value, yielding a third more than 
German bunds. “But interna- 
tional investors just won’t hold 
gilts at the moment,” he said. 

The negative sentiment in the 
financial markets reflects the 
prospect that UK inflation wfll 
pick up as tbe economy moves 
into top gear. The buoyant retail 
survey reported by the Confed- 
eration of British Industry on 
Thursday reinforced this concern. 


Tbe fact that investors now 
find Italian government bonds 
more attractive represents a 
remarkable turnaround. Italy 
has almost always bad higher in- 
flation and weaker government 
finances than the UK. 

Mr Lewis said that Italy’s in- 
flation could be lower than the 
UK’s during the next few 
months, which would make the 
UK inflation rate the highest 
among the G7 industrial coun- 
tries. He said Italy was planning 
to halve its budget deficit to the 
equivalent of 33 per cent of 
GDP in 1997, while the UK bor- 
rowing requirement was likely 
to be 33 per cent of GDR 

The financial markets have 
also taken into account Italy's 
enthusiasm for the single Eu- 
ropean currency. 


Wall St heading for a 
crash, says Kleinwort 


Prison 

building 

boosts 

PFI 


Michael Ha rris o n 


%sterday brought a fresh warn- 
ing that the US stock market is 
heading for a crash, with in- 
vestment bank Kleinwort Ben- 
son sending a warning to efients 
to take “extreme care" with re- 
gard to share prices around the 
world daring tbe next few 
months, writes Diane Coyle. 

Equity strategist Albert Ed- 
wards advises, in the latest cir- 
cular: “We are maximum 
bearish.” Kleinwort has raised 
its holdings of cash to tbe max- 
imum permissible level of 15 
per cent of the total portfolio. 

Kleinwort is the latest to 
join the growing list of finan- 
cial institutions in its caution 
about Wall Street - Philips & 
Drew Fond Management is the 
most prominent amongst them 
because of the scale of its bet 
against the US market. 


Although worried about slow 
growth in Germany and Japan, 
it is the US that gives Kleinwort 
most cause for concern. Mr Ed- 
wards writes that US share 
prices incorporate extremely 
buoyant expectations of com- 
pany profits. With tbe market 
priced at 16 times prospective 
corporate earnings in the next 
yean it « veiy vulnerable to a 
fall in the US bond market, he 
argues. 

A reversal of the US bond 
rally could be triggered by 
Japanese investors pulling ont 
due to fears that the dollar’s pe- 
riod of strength against the yen 
has come to an end. Eisnke 
Sakakibara. director general of 
the Ministry of Finance, said 
(his week finan cial markets had 
underestimated the strength 
of the Japanese economy. 


The Government’s Private Fi- 
nance Initiative received a dou- 
ble boost yesterday as two new 
prison and rail schemes were giv- 
en the go-ahead. 

Transport executives in Man- 
chester announced that Altram. 
a consortium including the con- 
struction group John Laing. has 
been selected as the preferred 
bidder for a £l00in Metrulink ex- 
tension. 

Kvaemer, the Norwegian ship- 
ping and engineering group 
which took over Trafalgar House 
earlier this year, meanwhile an- 
nounce! that it is to buOd a £30m 
PFI prison in Nottinghamshire. 

The Manchester Metrolink 
extension to Salford Quays and 
Eccles is expected to be opera- 
tional by 1999 and will carry 6 mil- 
lion passengers a year. The 
consortium, which also includes 
Ansaldo Transport and Serco 
Group, wfll also take over oper- 
ation of the existing Metrolink 
system from Bury to Altrincham 
and through to Manchester city 
centre. 

Roger HaU, a director of pro- 
jects for Greater Manchester 
Passenger Transport Executive, 
said it now needed government 
approval for a grant funding 
package to allow formal contracts 
to be signed. 

The Metrolink system involves 
trams running on old rail track. 
The extension is expected to 
bring £60m of benefits to the lo- 
cal area and reduce car journeys 
by around one million a year. 

The prison project at Lowd- 
ham Grange, eight miles east of 
Nottingham, is the third to be 
built and ran under the PFI and 
wfll house 500 category B in- 
mates. The consortium that will 
operate the new jail. Premier 
Prison Services, is made up or 
Serco and Whckcnhul Correc- 
tions (UK). It has been award- 
ed a 25-year contract. 

Tbe campus-style prison, due 
to open in 1998. will also feature 
a workshop complex, two hous- 
ing blocks and a sports and ed- 
ucational complex. 


Unilever set to clean up in developing markets 


Stodge has always been the 
word which sums up Unilever, 
and that is not just a reference 
to the food and detergent 
group’s Cornetto ice creams or 
Birds Eye fish fingers. 

Unilever's bureaucratic, An- 
gio-Dutch construction has, 
like Shell in the oO business, tra- 
ditionally led to solid but un- 
exciting returns for investors. 
Indeed, its shares have under- 
performed the rest of the mar- 
ket by nearly 10 per cent since 
the start of 1*995, even after yes- 
terday’s 71 3p bounce in the 
price to 2 3463 p. 

But things could be about to 
change. Analysts were pleas- 
antly surprised by yesterday’s 5 
per cent rise in third-quarter 
pre-tax profits to £826m. Al- 
though that fed into an appar- 
ently pedestrian 2 per cent 
increase to £ 1 . 95 bn in the nine 
months to September, the fig- 
ures came in at the top end of 
expectations. 

What wrong-footed ob- 
servers was a much lower-lhan- 
expected £32m exceptional 
charge and resilience in the face 
of a weak European ice-cream 
market, where Unilever is the 
market leader. Analysts reck- 
on- the profits impact was 
around £50m, but the group 
held market share. 


Despite the problems, mar- 
gins managed to creep up in 
Europe from 11.4 per cent to 
J1.8 per cent The businesses 
there, contributing 55 per cent 
of total operating profits, re- 
main the backbone of the 
group and efforts to jazz up tbe 
performance appear to be hav- 
ing some effect The frozen 
food business, restructured af- 
ter tbe arrival of new manage- 
ment hi 1994, saw margins and 
profits move forward, despite 
some residua] effects from the 
BSE scare. The detergents op- 
eration also now seems to be 
bouncing back after last year’s 
Persil Power debacle. 

The figures were given a 
]eg-up by this year’s acquisi- 
tions, particularly in North 
America. Diversey, a maker of 
industrial cleaning products, 
and Helene Curtis, a shampoos 
and personal products group, 
added 11 points to the 18 per 

cent sales rise notched up by the 
North American division. But 
most of the rest of the in- 
crease was accounted for by en- 
couragingly higher volumes 
and level profits were only 
held back by the launch of new 
scents from Calvin Klein and 
Elizabeth Arden. 

Tbo much should not be 
read into one quarter's fig- 
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ures, but after disappointing the 
market all this year, the un- 
derlying trends in the core 
businesses at last look positive. 
Longer term, there is still plen- 
ty to go for at Unilever. 
Developing markets continue 
to storm ahead as the bur- 
geoning middle classes demand 
Western consumer products. 
Thus sales growth put at 15 per 
cent in Brazil was fuelled by 
personal care and detergents. 


while India. China, Indonesia 
and the Philippines continue to 
be star performers. 

Tbe key to unlocking this val- 
ue wfll depend on the man- 
agement shake-up being 
instituted by Niall Fitzgerald, 
the new chairman of the British 
end of Unilever. If that results 
in a more performance-orien- 
tated culture at the group, the 
shares should start to 
reversetheir underperfor- 
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mance. In the meantime, prof- 
its of £2^5bn this year, rising 
to £2.75hn next year, would put 
the shares on a forward multi- 
ple of 15. This is one to lock 
away. 

New doubts 
over Senior 

Senior Engineering is another 
company which has in the past 
failed to live up to expectations. 
Its reputation for taking two 
steps forward and one step back 
will be reinforced by yesterday's 
news that the OL3xn sale of the 
struggling Thermal Engineering 
business has been delayed. 

The announcement of the dis- 
posal in October, quickly followed 
up by news that Andrew Parrish, 
a director of Williams Holdings, 
was filling the chief executive's 
post after an eight-month va- 
cancy, was seen as marking a re- 
vival in the group's fortunes. But 
at die veiy least, this new delay 
puts a question mark over LhaL 

Senior is selling Thermal En- 
gineering to Thermal Engineer- 
ing Corporation, a highly geared 
management buyout vehicle. The 
group blames higher costs in the 
UK industrial boiler business 


and the failure to win the ex- 
pected level of repair work in the 
US for its inability to complete 
the deal by the end of October, 
as originally scheduled. The in- 
tention now is for the sale to go 
through by 20 December. 

Tenv Garthwaite. Senior's fi- 
nance director, si)* the buyers re- 
main committed to Thermal 
Engineering, printing out that the 
large debts being taken on in the 
MBO make its finances partic- 
ularly sensitive to changes in the 
performance of the business. 
He insists that there is no sense 
of them Dying lo reduce the price. 

His confidence is not shared 
by the stock market, which 
marked Senior's shares down 7p 
to 1 14_3p yesterday. Thermal 
Engineering Inst £237.000 in the 
first half and the latest problems 
have caused Senior to warn that 
the forecast profit from the busi- 
ness has been cut by £lm. II re- 
mains to be seen whether the 
important pre-Christmas repair 
contracts from US utilities have 
been deferred, or cancelled 
completely. 

Assuming flat profits of £22m 
this year from Senior, the share 
price, standing on 22 limes for- 
ward earnings, leaves Dale room 
for disappointment. Despite sug- 
gestions of a bid from TI, the 
shares look unattractive. 
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market report / shares 


DATABANK 


FI5E 100 

3910.8 +10.4 


America tightens its stranglehold on British utilities 


TAKING STOCK 


FTSE250 
4395.6 +1.3 


FTSE350 

1953.4 +4.2 


SEAQ VOLUME 
768.2m shares, 
36,780 bargains 
Gifts Index 

N/A 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 
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American interest continues to 
develop in Britain's remaining 
independent power groups. 
As US group CE Electric took 
its stake in target Northern 
Electric to 29.45 per cent, ru- 
mours began to surface that a 
transatlantic battle could 
emerge for East Midlands 
Electricity. 

It seems many of the spec- 
ulators who some weeks ago 
identified East Midlands as the 
likely US takeover fodder were 
more than a little surprised 
when Dominion Resources re- 
vealed it might make a bid at 
a decidedly ungenerous 608p 
a share. 

They had been expecting an- 
other predator to appear - a 
company called CMS Energy, 
operating in Michigan. 

It is unclear whether Do- 
minion has achieved a pre- 
emptive strike and CMS will 

look elsewhere. Although East 
Midlands shares were little 
changed, up lp at 593 Jp, there 


remains a Strong body of opin- 
ion that CMS will continue the 
chase, offering around 700p a 
share, probably on Tuesday. 
CE Electric’s" baying left 
Northern down ISp to o05-5p. 

Waters remained firm, part- 
ly on bid hopes. Thames led the 
way with an 8 p gain to 561.5p. 

The rest of the stock market 
failed to hold its full early 
promise. New York’s overnight 
record provoked early excite- 
ment but ar the close Footsie 
was struggling to hang on to a 
10.4-point gain at 3,910.8. 
Worries about interest rates, 
sterling's strength and the un- 
ease in the government stocks 
market contributed to the cau- 
tion- 

Voiume was again thin with 
the second half of the 110 mil- 
lion tax-effective bed-and- 

breakfast deal in British Gas 
inflating the day's total to 
1682 million. 

British Steel gained 4p to 
171p ahead of Monday’s in- 
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Cdsis International put on 
3 Sp to 103p as its rights issue 
attracted an 81-Sper cent take- 
rPanmure Gor- 


lerim results which could be ac- 
companied by a share buy 
back or special dividend. In a 
remarkable move Lehman 
Brothers has acquired ADR& 
amounting to nearly 4.8 per 
cent of the group. 

Allied Domecq.with figures 
on Tuesday, rose S5p to 484 _5p 
on hopes the chairman. Sir 
Christopher Hogg, will provide 
details of the retailing and 
spirits demerger. 

Unilever, the Anglo-Dutch 
giant, achieved its best gain for 
a long while, leading other blue 
chips with a 71Jp gain to 
l,34dJ3p following results. 

Airtours, the holidays group, 
managed to daw back some of 
the altitude lost following 


Thursday's referral to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. With Nat West 
Securities categorising the 
shares as a hold the price 


moved up 18J*p to 67(^iAyear 


ago the shares were . 

British Biotech pained 16-5p 
to 230p as long-time fan Ian 
White, analyst at Robert Flem- 
ing Securities, described the 
shares as a “strong buy”. He 
believes the market has mis- 
interpreted the recent data on 
its Marimastat cancer drug 
and expects favourable news 
soon on Leripafant, a pancre- 
atitis treatment. 

Codecs International rose 
9.5p to 205p ahead of a ru- 
moured research update and 


op. Stockbroker L 

don placed the rump. The 
£ 1 1 . 1 m cash call was to help 
hind the takeover of Lumac, a 
microbial testing firm. - 

Senior Engineering lost 7p 
to 114.5p after it emerged that 
fts£Z&n disposal of its thermal 
engineering company had not 
been completed. The groim re- 
mains hopeful the deal wifi go 
through. 

' Rost, the petrol retailer, ■ 
added 35p to 146p, its highest 
since April. With the petrol 
forecourt price war fading 
. rapidly the group's prospects 
are being upgraded and there 
is talk one house, thought to be 
Kleinwort Benson, has put a 
175p target on the shares. : . 

Enterprise Ofl fared well m 
a strong ofl sector, gaining 
14.5p to 546 -5p as Goldman' 
Sachs took a fancy to the 
shares. British Fetrokom, up 


Brothers backing. TuHow Oil 
rose 6 p to 83p, largely on 
takeover speculation. 


crashed 6 Gpto 120p following 
a profit warning; Roxboro, the 
electrical components busi- 
ness, fused, f alling 7&Sp to 
123p as it issued another prof- 
it warning,.. 

Wavertey Mining Finance 
added 5.5p to 64£p on. the 
Williams de Broe support 

Jarvis4he construction and 
rail maiotenanoe group, ad- 
vanced a further 5Sp to 131.5p 
and Hansom, the taxi firm, re- 
versed 7p to 20.5p after an- 
nouncing a £1.58m placing 
and open offer at 5-Sp. 

Chelsea tillage had an er- 
ratic session, scoring a 9p gain 
to 105 Jp. Scrappy selling low- 
ered Brown &- Jackson, the 
PO uud strctcber chain, . 4p to 
115p. Beaufort, a business ser- 
vices group, held at 4p against 
Thursday’s 3p placing. 


. Q Middlesex Holdings, the 
metals group,' stock at 6 ^ 2 Sp, 

Its year’s Tow. Lord Owea, the 
former politician who became 
chairman a year ago» has . 
doubled his shareholding to 2 
mfltion shares, paying 6.125p. 
The company operates mainly 
in Rnssia, where i ts chief 
executive and largest 
shareholder, MAsoud 
Alikhant, has established 
close business links. Its 
activities also spread over 
coaL gold and ofl. ' 


□ Black Arnnsthe office 
equipment firm, reached a 
year's hfgi with a 45p gain to 
67p. There are whispers of 
hid action with some discreet 
but determined buying. -. . 


□ Psion’s range of band-held 
computers are a “stunning - 
success”, says Merrill Lynch, 
forecasting a £5m profits gain 
to £I5.7m. The shares were 
little dunged at 41&5p. 
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Eales shoulders 


R ob Andrew could almost 
smell the uy-Jjne. Ten 
more metres, 12 per- 
haps, and the 1991 World Cup 
might well be England’s. But 
to that match at Twickenham, 
tight as a tourniquet from start 
to to finish, had been notable for 
the ferocity of its tackling, and 
when a tali, lean figure emerged 
from the surrounding chaos to 
haul down the outside-half a few 
fcet from glory, the whole of 
Australia knew that the Poms 
had played their last card. - - 
Had the ladder been Tim 
Horan or Jason Little, Simon 
Poidevin or Willie Ofahengaue, 
the adulation would have been 
generous, but routine- This, 
though, was someone different; 
this was John Eales, an amaz- 
ingly gifted and stunningly ath- 
letic second-row forward, but a 
second-row forward all the 
same. Second-rows were put on 
this earth to win line-out’s and 
sc r um m age their opponents into 
oblivion, not make World Cup- 
winning tackles in open field. 

Those who had seen the 
Queenslander’s debut against 
Wales on home turf at BaOymcrre 
earlier that season might have 
anticipated liberal amounts of 
jam on the traditional boiler- 
house bread. At 21, an age when 
most northern hemisphere locks 
are still considered to be in nap- 

# pies, Eales pocketed the key to 
the door of international rugby 
displaying the full range of bis 
•Soils - the r unning, the ball- 
'handiing, the cover tackling the 
set-piece expertise, even the 
kicking - in a 63-6 victory of mur- 
derous proportions. Those who 
missed it soon picked up mes- 
sages from the bush telegraph 
that the Whllabies had unearthed 
someone special. 

Five years and one career- 
threatening shoulder injury 
later, the most accomplished 
tight forward in the world is cap- 
tain of his country. Given the 
fact that Eales has spread his 
gifts far and wide since break- 
ing through at the top level. It 
is surprising that today’s in- 
ternational with Scotland marks . 
his first appearance at Murray- 
field, one of the venues that cap- 
tured his imagination as a chikL 
His relish at the prospect is - 
obvious from the moment he : 
opens his mouth. “It's been a 
king, hard grind over the last few 
months - SupeT-1 2, Tri-Nations, 


[ Chris Hewett spoke 
to Australia's new 
; captain, who enters 
new territory today 

now this - but if you’re finding 
it a drag to be playing Scotland 
at Murrayfieid, there . really 
must be something wrong. If 
should be a wondemil occasion 
for everyone in the Wfcllaby 
party." 

Yet the feel-good factor sits 
uneasily alongside this particu- 
lar Australian side, struggling as 
they are to create a newHnc-up 
from the ashes of last year’s 
World Cup campaign, and an 
uncomfortable ride through a 
Tri-Nations competition utterly 
dominated by New Zealand. 
Witi* Michael Lynagb playing 
for his pension at Saracens, Phil 

‘I was given the 
job because of 
who I was, sc 
that should 
be enough’ 

Kearns on the long-term injury 
list, Willy O falling apart at the 
seams and David Campese, 
high priest of rugby adventure, 
publicly defrocked and con- 
fined to tiie bench for this after- 
noon's match, Eales has a heavy 
load to bear. 

■ Is he up to the job? Not in a 
playing sense - Eales would 
walk blindfold into any side in 
the world - but as a leader of 
men? Kearns, his predecessor 
as Wallaby captain, registered 
the doubts of many when he 
said: ‘Tm not quite sure about 
him yeL I don’t think he is a nat- 
ural captain, although the guys 
have enormous respect for his 
ability, and that helps. It's just 
tha t as skipper you have, to make 
some hard and unpopular de- 
cisions and, on occasions, get 
stuck into blokes. I don’t thmk 
that’s John, but maybe it will 
come." 

. Eales, so profoundly bashful . 
andself-eflacing that it is almost 
impossible to imagine him Ios- 


“Look, I didn’t greatly expect to 
be made captany although like 
every other player rd half- 
fantasised about leading my 
country at some point But it’s 
no big problem, I try to adjust 
to each different situation inn 
way that suits my personality. 
There is no point at all in try- 
ing to be someone you’re not; 
I figure that I was given the iob 
because of who I was, so that 
should be enough." 

Anyway, there is a strong 
' seam of .solid realism beneath 
the layers of modesty. Eales is 
under no illusions about Aus- 
tralia’s place in the world peck- 
ing onfer-he puts his Wallabies 
no higher than fifth — and as a 
result, he is deeply waiy of the 
Scots, whom he considers to be 
a genuine danger to his touring 
party’s designs cm a Celtic Triple 
Crown. 

“The World Cup last year 
was very disappointing" - the 
word “disappointing’’ is at the ex- 
treme edge of Eales’ vocabulary 
— “because we felt we had a side 
good enough to win the tourna- 
ment, only to find ourselves fail- 
ing to perform when it really 
nattered Right now, we arc very 
u xdousJy in a rebuilding stage 
in the light of retirement and in- 
juries, and to be honest, 1 
couldn't place us in the top four. 
The last tune we played England, 
we lost; the last time we went to 
France, they held us one^all. To 
rise up the rankings we need con- 
tinuity of performance and, 
above all, we need results. 

“On paper, we’ve got a fairly 
inexperienced front row, al- 
though I must say that Richard 


oS it, is alive to the debate. 


in Glasgow last weekend And 
while our back division has 
tons of ability, the Scots are very 
exciting in that department, 
too. Gregor Tbwnsend can be 
deadly - he plays with real 
brains - and we all know the 
things of which Craig Chalmers 
and Gary Armstrong are capa- 
ble- It’s a big test for us.” 

Aussie captains down the 
ages have tried to lull opponents 
into a false sense ofseoirity by 
buttering them. up before the 
kick-off Eales is more honest- 
to-goodness than many of his 
predecessors, but if the Scots 
take his words at face value and 
walk out at Murrayfieid too 
confident by half, they will live 
lo regret it. 



John Eales befieves today’s match wffl be ‘a big test’ 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Llanelli’s Paul Jones given two-year ban for drug misuse 


^feul Jones, the Iianelti second- 
grower and Wales A interna- 
tional, was yesterday banned for 

*two years after being found 
guilty by the Welsh Rugby 
Union of drug misuse. 

Jones told an WRU inquiry 
that he had injected testos- 
terone in order to rehabilitate 
a shoulder injuiy after surgery. 

Terry Vhux, the inquiry chair- 


man, said: “We are very sad to 
be part of this unfortunate mat- 
ter. The is only the second time 
ever that a case of intentional 
use of a banned substance has 
come before the WRU. We felt 
that Paul Jones had erred and 
his punishment reflects the se- 
rious view the WRU takes in 
this case. 

“However, given the special 


circumstances of the case and 
Paul Jones’ genuine remorse, 
the two-year suspension was 
backdated to 16 August, 1996, 
the day Paul Jones advised his 
chib medical officer of his mis- 
demeanour” 

Meanwhile, Brian Ashton 
has not stopped scratching his 
head from the moment Expand 
dropped Jeremy GuscotL “Tve 


racked my brain and I still can’t 
come up with a reason,” Ash- 
ton, Guscott's coach at Bath, 
said. 

“This season, Jerry has nev- 
er played better. He is relishing 
the extra time and space offered 
by the new laws, and coupled 
with 3 professional attitude, 
looks completely at ease with 
himself. 


“On current form, if there's 
a better centre anywhere in the 
northern hemisphere, then he 
has escaped toy attention ” 
Ashton believes Guscott, 
who has won 43 caps, will pro- 
duce something special when 
Bath visit Northampton today 
in one of only three Courage 
League match. 

“Bearing in mind this week’s 


events, Jeny wiD want to go out 
and show England they've made 
a mistake. I suspect their deci- 
sion has hit him hard." 

Guscott teams up with the 
new England captain, Phfl de 
Glanville, at Franklin's Gar- 
dens, with three more England 
backs - Mike Cart, Jon 
Sleightholme and Adedayo 
Adebayo- for company. 
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Scots wary 
of battered 
Australians 


CHRIS HEWETT 

Rugby Union Correspondent 

Britain’s shopkeepers take the 
view that the festive rush starts 
in the middle of autumn. They 
probably got the idea from Scot- 
land, who have handed out so 
many early Christmas presents to 
southern hemisphere touring 
sides in recent years that they 
might as well have been coached 
by Santa himself. 

The last time the Scots won 
a November international at 
Murrayfieid was in their Grand 
Slam year of 1990 when Tony 
Stanger, Gary Armstrong and 
Craig Chalmers shared four of 
the nine tries registered in a 49-3 
stroll past Argentina. While all 
three are bade to face Australia 
this afternoon, they will be 
more mindful of the subse- 
quent bowlers against New 
Zealand, South Africa and 
Western Samoa than any satis- 
faction they may have derived 
from outclassing the Pumas. 

Scotland's hopes of beating 
the Wallabies for the first time 
in 14 years are based on two as- 
sumptions: first, that the tourists 
have lost so many class players 
and are so exhausted after an 
epic summer at both provincial 
and Test level that they win be 
in no condition to raise a gallop; 
and, secondly, that the home for- 
wards' exposure to high-quality 
competition through the Euro- 
pean Cup will render them 
more resistant to the rigours of 
an early-season international. 

Neither theory is completely 
without foundation, although 
the Scots are once again living 
more in hope than expectation. 
The tourists have indeed shed 
vast quantities of priceless ex- 
perience since losing their world 
title in South Africa 17 months 
ago, and their cause today has 
hardly been helped by an almost 
contagious rash of breaks and 
strains to various finely-musded 
limbs. Three of the current 
party will soon be on the plane 
home - indeed, Adam Magro's 
foot injmy means they now 
need a replacement for a re- 
placement - but at least they 
lasted longer than Garrick Mor- 
gan, the bulking rough dia- 
mond of a lock who failed to 
survive the first 10 seconds of 
last month’s Tfcst in Italy. 

It is also true to s ay that the 
Scottish pack might snow more 
staying posrer than Frank Bruno 
on this occasion. Five of them 
are playing hard stuff week in, 
week out, in England and of the 
others, Murray Wallace will 
enter the fray with the kind of 
buy that befits any new cap while 
the hooker, Kevin McKenzie, 
should be Like a greyhound out 
of the traps. After all, be has 
played only twice all season. 

Yet somehow the Wallabies 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


appear to want this one more. 
There were few smiles among 
the tourists yesterday and Greg 
Smith, their coach, was intent on 
keeping it that way after a week 
of siatings from His rivals back 
home. "If we win, ihc critics will 
disappear for a while, go hack 
to wherever they came from.’’ he 
said. "If we lose, they'll be out 
there, throwing rocks ax us." The 
tone of his voice did not suggest 
that he bad even contemplated 
the second scenario. 

Smith's decision to drop 
David Campese to the bench is 
by no means a gamble, far less 
a panic measure. Joe Ruff, the 
new left wing, was good enough 
to score four tries against the 
parsimonious Springbok James 
Small in one Super- 12 match 
last March - four more that is, 
than Jonah Lomu managed in 
the World Cup final - and with 
Matt Burke and Tim Horan, he 
forms a back three of rich 
attacking potential. 

The Scots will be hard 
pressed to handle the back five 
of the Wallaby pack, too, where 
John Eales arid Wirwick Waugh 
should provide a secure plat- 
form from which to launch the 
heavy artillery personified by 
Owen Fincgan and a seriously 
impressive specimen of a No S, 
the Tongan-bom Daniel Manu. 
He is nothing to worry about 
really, just a bigger version of 
Willie Ofahengaue. 

None of that appeared to 
worry Gregor Tbwnsend, the 
new Scottish captain, as his 
men trotted through their final 
training session in Livingston 
yesterday. "Although we came 
close to a Grand Slam last sea- 
son, we didn't really fulfil our 
ambitions," he said “All the Five 
Nations’ Championship did was 
to give us something to build on 
and now we need to concentrate 
on making the most of the 
chances we create - and, yes, I 
expect us to keep on creating 
those opportunities against the 
Wallabies." 

Tbday's match will be the first 
international in which coaches 
can use tactical substitutes. Un- 
fortunately, for the Scots, they 
have been unable to talk Gavin 
Hastings, David Sole, John Jef- 
frey and Finlay Calder into a 
tour of duly on the bench. 

SCOTLAND (vAustraO*. Munayfiotd, 3pm): 
R Stephen] (Melrose): A Stanger (Hnkw, 
G Townsend (NorttnnptDn, cart). R EHksson 
(London Scottish). K Logon (Sorting County); 
C Channels (Mefemra). G AnrntrooX (Nov- 
casdeh d HBton iBatfti.X McKeode (Swung 
County), B Stewart <a#nOur0i Acaoemtcate), 
D Cnmfa (Wasps). DVMr (Newcastle), NMM- 
laca [Qasfiwv HK), E Patau (Bath), I Smith 
fQajcestert. Itep to oM M a u t fc. D Start* {Mel- 
rose), S Hastings (Watson rans). B Redpath 
(Melrose). S Moray (Bedford). A Watt (Cur- 
ie). G BBs. (Curxd. 

AUSTRALIA: M Buries (NSW); T Horan 
(Queandandl. D Harboit (Queensland), P 
Howard. J Hoff; D Knox (all ACT), 5 Payne 
(NSW); R Harry (NSW), M Foley (Queens- 
land). A Blades (NSW). W Waugh (NSW). J 
Eales (Queensland, cap)). O Flmgan (Atm. 
D Mann (NSW), D Wltaon (Queensland). Re- 
placements: d Camp ese (NSW), R Tombs 
(NSW). G Gregan (ACT). A Heath (NSW), M 
Caputo (ACT), A N Other. 
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STUART ALEXANDER 


The complexity of Lawrie 
Smith's assault on the Whit- 
bread Round the World Race, 
which starts neat year, was made 
evident yesterday when he an- 
nounced four new British crew 
members for the male-crewed 
EF Education in Brighton. 

Gordon Maguire will be a 
watch leader alongside the 
Swede Magnus Olson, with 
Neal McDonald, a former In- 
ternational 14 world champion, 
and Adrian Stead, an Olympian 
in 1992 and *96, beefing up the 
squad of six top helmsmen. 
Steve Hayles, navigator last 
time on Dolphin & Youth, also 
joins, his role yet to be dedded. 

The two existing boats, Intram 
Justitia and Galicia, have been 
modified while two new craft, de- 
signed by Bruce Fair, are under 
construction in Sweden and will 
be completed over the winter. 

The Grand Mistral round 
the world race, postponed from 
September 1996 to 1997, is 
now unlikely to clash with the 
Whitbread. 

By 25 votes to 10, the coun- 
cil of the International Sailing 
Federation yesterday quashed 
all resistance to change in the 
Olympic line-up for the 2000 
Games. Tlie governing botfy en- 
dorsed the removal of the only 
two-man keel boat, the Star, and 
sealed the elevation of the 49er 
skiff to Olympic competition. 

The" president, Paul Hen-' 
deison, pushed the other nme 
chesses — Mistral boards, 470 
rtmghita. Laser, Europe, Finn, 


on tbat&ingle vote, leavmg any 
hopes that the Star dass could 
be saved after 14 Olympics, or 
the Hbbie cat introduced for the 
first time, dead in the water. 
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MILFORD 

BOlF CLUB 111) 

American Golf (UK) Limited® 

GiaUaigifis IS hole course, built by Peter AIEss and Give Gart 

• Conveniently situated jutf. oft’ the A3. m beautiful (Surrey 
counbvside. 

* i 

• Luxurious Cfubhouae and omervalay. offering panoramic vieva I 

• Extensive practise facilities. Tuition Centre and fully slocked 
Prt>6hop. 

• Limited Membership available. 

• Open Days lo pby the course have been made available on; 

Friday 22nd Saturday 23rd and (Sunday 24ih November 1996. 


Please phone the 
Membership (Scene la iv 
on 01483 419200 ' 
For further details. or lo 
nSKfw a tee off time. 
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Dangerous 
game for 
Holyfield 


Tonight’s world heavyweight title fight should 
end quickly, writes Ken Jones in Las Vegas 
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A big difference between 
the four contesLs Mike 
Tyson has undertaken 
since being released from 
prison last year and tonight's de- 
fence of the World Boxing As- 
sociation heavyweight champ- 
ionship against Evander Holy- 
held at the MGM Grand in Las 
Vegas is that his opponent has 
been receiving equal, if some- 
what morbid, attention. 

This is partly because of the 
edge Holyfield held in the bel- 
ting five years ago when Tyson 
was due to challenge him for the 
undisputed title. A rib injury 
caused Tyson to withdraw, hut 
before the contest could be re- 
arranged. he was indicted on a 
rape charge. They could have 
fought before Tyson went for tri- 
al, but Holyfield, a God-fearing 
man. refused to entertain him. 

Time changes most things 
and now Holyfield, at 34 a 
long-odds outsider, is thought 
to be taking a terrible chance 
with his future well-being. Re- 
quired tests at the Mayo Clin- 
ic in Minnesota proved 
Holyfield to be physically sound, 
but going in with the one of the 
most devastating punchers in 
heavyweight histoiy causes peo- 
ple to doubL his sanity. 

Although boxing has fre- 
quently defeated the process of 
logic, a widespread point of 
view, and one 1 share, is that the 
challenger will last only as long 
is lakcslyson to draw a" bead on 
him. Three rounds maximum, 
probably sooner. 

Where it would have been 
difficult to arrive at a conclusion 


in 1991, the bout now looks so 
one-sided, so fraught with per- 
il for Holyfield, that one mem- 
ber of the Nevada State Athletic 
Commission's medical panel is 

said to have disassociated him- 
self from sanctioning iL 

Bearing this in mind, it may 
he significant that the choice of 
referee has fallen not on one of 
Nevada's two leading officials, 
Richard Steele and Mills Lane, 
but Mitcb Halpem, a 29-year- 
old who comes fresh to a world 
championship in the heavy- 
weight division. 

It is considered important 
that Halpem took charge of a 
contest for the World Boxing 
Council junior-ligbtweigbL 
championship in May last year, 
when J immy Garcia slipped into 
a coma after an eighth-round 
stoppage by Gabriel Ruelas, 
and later died. Since Halpem ad- 
mits to being still traumatised by 
the experience, and contests 
under WBA rules are automat- 
ically terminated if a fighter 
goes down three times in one 
round, Holyfield appears safe 
from the extent of his spirit 

Not though from the pre- 
dictable immediacy of Tyson s vi- 
olent attacking. Emanuel 
Steward, who worked with Holy- 
field and now trains Lennox 
Lewis, said: “It’s impossible to 
make out a case for Evander. but 
if he can stand up to Tyson's 
punches and get in a few of his 
own it could be interesting. 

“The four guys Tyson has 
fought since coming back 
haven't been able to lay a glove 
on him. Peter McNeeley 


WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT CHi 
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Talking a good fight: Don King (standing) introduces Mike Tyson (left) and Evander Holyfield (second from right) at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas 


shouldn't have been in there, 
Buster Mathis simply covered 
up. Frank Bruno was petrified, 
Bruce Seldon brought noth- 
ing. Evander will bring all the 
guts in the world and he’s still 
capable of hurting Tyson. Any- 
thing can happen when heavy- 
weights are in the ring, so you 
can't write him off completely.'' 

One way of beating Tyson in- 
volves a column of motorised in- 
fantry. James "Buster" Douglas 
found another when inflicting 
the only blemish on Tyson's 
professional record. Taking ad- 
vantage of Tyson’s ravaged con- 
dition, Douglas got his punches 


off first, made good use of a stiff 
left jab, moved just enough, 
then got in solid rights to the 
bead. Douglas (inactive since 
slovenly preparation cost him the 
undisputed title in a first defence 
against Holyfield), who is being 
brought back by the Las Vegas 
promoter Bob Arum, said: “I 
was firing hard against TJson. My 
mother had just died and 1 said: 
‘Screw it’. You can't get caught 
up in all that Tyson hype. 

“He's a normal man. He's just 
built up to be supernatural 
That's where most of his op- 
ponents have made a big mis- 
take. Instead of trying to 


duplicate Buster Douglas, they 
should enhance their own style. 
Don't get out of your own ele- 
ment if you see someone throw 
a punch in a different way. 
When I went in against Tyson. 
I worked on what I did best." 

The best advice Douglas 
thinks he can offer Holyfield is 
to work off his jab. “Tyson has 
shown that he can take a good 
shot so one punch won’t do it. 
You have to sustain the effort, 
wait for the storm to blow itself 
out This fight interests me be- 
cause there are a lot of questions 
to be answered. Tyson really 
hasn't been tested. He hasn’t lost 


his hand speed. Evander can 
base, but he’s got a short fose.He _ 
wants to rumble. I think we’re* 
going to see a fight.” 

From the doyen of boxing 
trainers, the SS-year-old Eddie 
Futch who prepared Riddick 
Bowe for three contests against 
Holyfield, you get a more de- 
tailed analysis. “To get through 
the early rounds, Evander has 
to do what works best for him 
and that's punch from the cen- 
tre of the ring. I’ve noticed that 
after five or six rounds. Tyson 
brings his hands down to the 
lower part of his jaw and feints 
with his bead advancing to the 


target He tries to get you on the 
ropes without exposing himself 
too much. Mathis made him 
miss wildly, but so far there 
hasn’t been anybody to give 
Tyson an argument about his re- 
flexes, so Fm curious to know 
how he would handle the situ- 
ation if Holyfield can take him 
to the later rounds.. 

“But Fm afraid Evander isn’t 
the same fighter. He looked bad 
in his last contest against Bob- 
by Cmr. and you have to think 
that Tyson’s reflexes are still 
good enough to catch him with 
a knock-out punch. What con- 
cerns me is that if Hntyfidd goes 


Benn determined to prevent demise of the ‘Dark Destroyer’ 


G1YN LEACH 

reports from Manchester 

Nigel Benn sometimes speaks 
with a forked tongue: tonight he 
ends his second retirement this 
year, once more to challenge 
Steve Collins, the World Box- 
ing Organisation super-mid- 
dleweight champion, four 
months after a twisted ankle 
curtailed their first encounter. 


Should Benn be believed 
when he claims Collins has re- 
lit the fire within Britain's most 
consistently exciting fighter of the 
last decade? If not, the 2(1,000- 
plus crowd at the Nynex Arena, 
Manchester, will witness the 
demise of the “Dark Destroyer". 

The rematch headlines Frank 
Warren’s lavish promotion 
which also features the Sheffield 
showman, Nasecm Hamed, and 
Manchester's Ensley Bingham 


in WBO title fights- the first bill 
ever to boost three world title 
contests each featuring a British 
participant The Manchester 
card is a free hors d'oeuvre to 
wet appetites for Sky Sports’ sec- 
ond venture into pay-per-view 
television later this evening, 
when Mike Tyson headlines 
Don King’s Las Vegas show fea- 
turing three world heavyweight 
title fights - another first for the 
Warren-King promoting team. 


Hamed’s incredible popu- 
larity ensures the Manchester 
promotion box-office success, 
while the British light-middle 
champion Bingham's challenge 
to Ronald “Winky" Wight pro- 
vides local interest But the su- 
per-middleweight (12 stone) 
fight captures the imagination. 

The unsatisfactory fomr- 
round ending to Fight One - 
also at this venue - hinted that 
Berm’s seemingly inexhaustible 


ca pability had run dry. Collins, 
an unfashi onable late entrant to 
the memorable series ofbattles 
featuring Michael Watson, 
Chris Eubank, Benn and him- 
self, finished as the top dog: 

The Dubliner, 32, should 
prove too strong, too hungry for 
Benn, also 32, at this stage in his 
arduous career. Collins’ 36 
fights (33 wins, three losses) 
have been less draining. But his- 
tory suggests this is Benn’s kind 


of fight. When the odds have 
been against him in 47 previous 
contests -(42 wins, four losses, 
one draw with 35 knock-outs) 
Bean invariably has delivered. 

Benn has lost his last two - 
Sugar Boy Malinga taking his 
WBC championship eight 
months ago - and realises de- 
feat tonight leavespo way back. 
Under the circumstances, onty 
the rash would bet against him. 
If his desire is all he promises, 


Benn can win a decision after 
12 hard-fought rounds, setting 
up a third fight with the Irish- 
man. If not, Collins can claim 
his 18th KOrvictim. ■ > 

. While 23-year-old Hamed is 
unbeaten in 23 fights (with 21 
KOs), his last two perform- 
ances have been disappointing 
by bis own lofty standards. 
Floored for the firsrtime before 
stopping Daniel Alicea, snug- 
gling before Manuel Medina’s 


retirement, Hamed needs a 
convincing win over Argentina's 
Kemigjo Molina tonight 
■ Florida’s Wright 1 the WBO 

light-middleweight, champion, 
has been beaten just once in 36 
fights ■— but die 33-year-old 
challenger Bingham (16-6) is a 
vicious left hooker and landing 
■his pet punch with regularity 
could make him one of Britain’s 
more surprising world diamp- 
ions of recent times. 
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3-00 King Pin 1_30 Solomon's Dancer 205 Taflywagger 240 Roy- 
al Vacation 3JL0 Thornton Bate a45 Charming Gale 

GOING: Ifiml in Kirm in pbasl. 
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Ing Galr i i f.i --ni I " nnii-. Inr Mm S IHudhnnw Irwn Larijbml, Flic. Dose WeO I Hil) 
-■til HIl nilk". I9 [* Mxntcrtli inim Ki^radl. Lxhun. Oor Kifs Cl MU ->m ■« m(R-> tiv M 
Nmi-r-llY fliilH I rival PnlAHlI. 


|i OH I EBP ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES' HURDLE (CLASS E) £3JXX3 
added 2m 

1 ARASWatABHMEIfeMMgnSUO ASStoth 

2 1-P B DC ONE (7) J Qian 5 11 □ R Gently 

3 « FAHWU. HAND (9) Us S Smdi 6 11 0 Jtmfe*oa(7) 

- 4U- KING FM (183) P Beamorv 4 U 0 RSq*ta 

5 G*» WCKR0$$(347}RB««;5110 KJotan 

6 PERSUASIVE TALENT [21) DLknb5 110 BHattog 

7 23£M HWmWHEJfflTCrqjHJdreonJUO A laraaefe 

a OP0 SCOTTON GROM (2S5) f Ejaaty 5 11 0 LWyer 

<i SOD TEDOYHWfARD &3) M/I.A teiflimB UO ISnppto 

10 UK P0C0 LOCO Mre J 4 11 0 PMrar 

-lOdednd- 

BETTWG: 7-4 Kog Pfn. M FNtMrf itand, 5-1 PitadOw Heat, 7-1B The One, 8-1 Saxton Green. 
14-1 Ua Poo loco, 15-1 othea 

|^3Q| TOP OF7HE NORTH NOVICE CHASE (CLASS ^£4^00 added 
I — — I 2m 110yds 

1 3350-12 BUEaUfiM(HQQ5) SBadture6 U 9 RCartiy 

2 ans-:i DCWNTHEFE1LC14) J H JcTrean 7 11 9 flTTWinnm 

3 13051 G0LDBI IBlfi (B) (D) 7 EastErtr* 5 U 9 LWyer 

i 12B-1 SOLOMONS OMCSI (USA) (UtGAtfeahBU 9 ADobMn 

5 422G3-3 9USKWQI fl4) J Cnatton 9 II 3 B Storey 

-Sdedmd- 

BEnwfeftdSotomwrt Oneer. 94 6otdm HeOo, 3-1 DemllMM,S-lBkM CJane. S-lStemd 


2j05| JACKDAW HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £5000 added 

1 OOOOOP- XI1NMIECia9)(CJ(DUli<«>8120- M Foster 

2 1-47142 TUilWASSBl (7) (CD) G M lAxre 9 11 13 J CbBb »i p 

3 15410-1 JOCtBOtQSS (14) 04 G Worts 5 11 7 ADstUta 

4 43-1121 NOUBLEBeEPIION(8)(C)MsMRaeley7112 Pftw 

5 60104-5 ITAWLAY STREET (7) W Kemp 7 10 0 SHdta#4B 

- -Sdtdatd- 

MWmum we&a: lQsL True hantfCNnret^c tTAtfay Street 9sr 9D. 

BETTINft 54 Jcx±s tome, 114 tiotsMe Ercuftkm, 7-2 TeByaanav 0*1 Attedele, 16-1 CArthy 
sveet 

|o A£%\ PEATY SANDY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C)£6y500 added 

l^LirJ5YDplus3mef 

1 6U6304 QtANS BRAKE (3S) N T«mn-0aAes 10 11 7 BWMrtR} 

1 &FPOFO- PfTOTTffi RED P24) (CD) IteM Revdey 12 11 3 ; PMhb 

3 45121-2 J0C WWTE (7) J H Jtfrxjn 10 112 »W w 

4 1231P1 URAL VNCnNH (7) EM Moon 7 10 9 I CMMwq 

5 140244- nfiOUWp(7)l*|jQoodtt»9100 BOMB (3) 

6 23222-6 SOLDO) F*JDt£(7)J OrtrSlOO B Storey 

7 632/12-3 SBE OF HU (21) (BH B MxGf&rt 11 100 8Lce(9 

8 33FCQU OWVCBW(2QMiSBadhnlllOO; »Dta*n{I) 

_ g f5oclntf * 

MhhuwlOBL HtatferMcoWn SailKfiotfenFttft 9* 9Br SWbO/WBb 13ft Off Die ®u Bn 96. 
BETTWe: 94 Royel VeceOan. M Wear Brete. 54. loe MBe, 8-1 Mo Tfce fed. KtoXgee, UWL 
GeMen FMfe, 12-1 attare 


3 J^Q[ EKBALCO HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £7,000 addetM 
2m * 

1 106413 HOME COOKIES PDP«F)DU3BS 7 120 DJMattt 

2 223304/ JAZlAH(f«(SB8HISRAtoi8U9 SHefeoee[7| 

3 4U51- Mg ag l>IWBtBI)WMI*BirBnd45013- i RSmMf 

4 123241 D«XKJUE(7)a3)J5J[liWl51DU: N WfcliM l 

5 P040OF WOWQON OWE (14) (CO) PT) T EasavOy 7 10 ID LWy« 

6 ra&«6 0URKBE (7) (D) MSwoSO/4 10 8_ ! i _JDPHtarB 

7 6112-52 D0CWBi(USA)(S)(CO)PM«tfl41Ol AIMMr 

a QUFOQr MOTS HEW (572) IP) OMOk 8 100 KMMOI 

9 U215-P0 URBAN DANCH8 (USA) (7) (DIB asm 7 100 GCriBjS 

-Sdedmd- • 

Mnbnunvdgrt: IDO. True Thrift Drum 9s 7b; Urban Danait9stSti: 

BEI7V46C 114 Dfeect Rnete, 3-1 Mwetant Mkig, 4-1 Hdm CoonOet, 6-1 Ihontnn Bala, 7-1 Ooi 
Krto, 8-1 Oeae MM, 16-lothea 

foTqT SWFTHAMNCAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5^00 added 5YD plw 
L__X1 2m 4f 

1 1F1U1B- EASBV XIKBI {2imC0) S Kdfind 8 12 0 PMwn 

2 2-F034F CROSS CANNON p) JWWe ID 11 8 ..JNeeK 

3 S4U521 CNARWiaOAlEp9|«l|MaSBSlMne91D6 LWyirV 

-3dedmt- 

BBIMft 4« EedvJoi^ 7-4t»mtae Geie, M Cras Caaaae 


-JHeed 

Lwysv 


UTTOXETER 




HYPERION 

12^40 Swan Street UO Cafl It A Day 1M Ven- 
doon ?.1Q Rectory Garden 2^45 Jack Tanner 
3J20 Pharanear 350 Yub ro l e e 

GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand comse. Ron-ui or 170yd. 

■ Coiasc to SE of town new B50I7. Lkioxeier surtioo fDatjy- 
Crc«* line! adjerins coarse. ADMISSION: Club S IB (OAIto S 1 ?h 
TeUirmlb S ] 0 (OAR* S7); Ccraree S3. CAR PASS: flee. 


F1SORSD FIRST TIME: AI I (del Mj Kanbaow Prinee. Sets Aml- 
|U> 1 12.401: Nu kud. R otwera 11.40 j. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 
LONG-DBtANCE RUNNERS-Jbke ASaod (2.46) andMnlae 
I4JMI hart been few 1 78 miles by U Pipe from NUtobglayne, De- 
ton, Knave Or DbKosb ri 2.10) an) Lem GaO (120) m IBB 
mdre by R .Mner from Droup. Dared: Dfetetian (12.40), AD TV 
Acc» *1.10) ant Stradthst SUM l/LfiO) saw ISOmBshr JiCTNedl 
(turn Station Woul End. Camliria. 

1 O 40 1 PRD RLSTENERS KUUDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) flXV I) £2,500 added 2m 

1 6-5 ALHBAL(?}J J9MS4U5 NTE9n(7)V 

2 00- BARIDN SCAIW (189) S toooldiaa 4 11 5 TBtoy 

3 0 BUIE LUSAKA R NBjanftA 115 DBesOer 

4 66&0 GAWL (147) W CSr 4 U S AlkaOM 

5 0 DASfSIG DANCER pi)’AF0rtE55 US teyLieei 

6 MCT*nCW(USA)JJ0>fea4 U5 .A teSe 

7 MSOCflOU»MlH«r4U5. FLetoNG) 

8 GRnGBeeNDeSBffm09mnl5U5J>Bd«SS 

9 KNAVEOFOMaONDSKAtierdllS WHAM 

10 itrteil rrii—n m 

U HT HAH150IE PRMK P Bfs< 4 115 RBUsy.V 

12 65 SIWJIWOmRWnM4U5 MDsV 

13 W SC800 (428) R Peaart 7 115 DMQ) 

14 5-5 SMtAN HRS7 90(21) CLM5U5 IMoa 

- 14dadmd- 

BETIVN: 44 Breen Own Deeeit, 7*1 Smn StseL 10-1 Knne « Me- 
msdt, FstM ObU, 14-1 AI MM, Setae Aafe 20-1 ethen 

(1101 DBSVEVEMNG TELEGRAPH. HAIDICAP 
L==1J CHASE (CLASS S)£UyOOO added 2fl5r 

1 2UP11- URMfl AGAM (SOQin D GanUta 8 12 0 DtattR 

2 4UIU4 BA)M»mc2I)nN(Mee8120 AIMS 

3 122122 - CALL (T A DAT (210) (CO) DNMfeflD 6 U9 AMeftoe 

fi CB3PfP ALL1MEACES(199)WJJ(7Ned9118 MDltyv 

5 292fW- RMSlBawnr^caaMlOUO DGdedier 

6 212522 U«erU£IC(N2)(23HSMMw8l07_.TBqi 

-SdedBRd- 

BSmifc 54 Wykg Aph, M Grit R A Dey. 7-1 Iwl Hen, 8-1 Rtoer 
Bes^r. 10-1 AB The Aces, 1A-1 Iren GyReae 

IIAOl PRO FASTENERS MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) {WV ■) £2^00 added 2m 

1 a- QmnB0 8g(717)iPcraSU5 HOwyar 

2 CYPRESS AVSWEMSVKM 4 U6^J*cM Heow 

3 OABBC R/DEJSffnn 5 U 5 T Hw 

4 * KDWCWBGTirCHMSllS^ .Jlfortt 


5 M iee0KDONMEnCU)R0b*i5U5_ XHpM(7) 
B 254- tffWEND’S(lffQCB«to6115~-_. DB*0e 

7 0 NMJD(UGR)(8S)G0ttnjd4 11 5 — CNCMi[7|V 

8 042424 ROBSStA (15) J Qum 5 11 5 FMqrV 

9 60 SM0UMK(K5)JBeny4U5 MHetoney 

10 » S0Wl«Wf«Wr5(14»KBdW6ll5_ ARMAM 

11 - 00- THAI (XDraJNB pan JM*j<U5 AJ**e*e 

12 WOP- VENOOON OS5) M HeeKrvah 6 11 5 J M»dir 

13 OOOP6-P SUPER BRUSH (9) PJohrwnAUO : SESMh 

BEnwa M Mytsitfs, 6-1 Rotaare, 8-1 Q^es Aeae, M«i Cay, 
Soothes Mfbti, VendoeB. 12-1 others 

rapfo l MASON RfCHAFDS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5^500 added 3m 2f 

1 13424a- AIUSlMAyEAS«mf443)(qDNEMfiml01204Mna*« 

2 1213P-2 R0MAKraraci2) J Peace 7U9 P Pd WE Hr V 

3 BlPUf- DWraLA£frc775(D)UsJfto«n7Ufl- MDnyer 

4 F51U0B- KASTTHOUGHB (331) D(tondtfb9U3 D FrettfS 

5 1/23321- RECTOBTOWDet (23S) (CD) Tftnar 7 U2_A Thornton 

B 421004 SAKjORJNM {QPMon9 1013 LJIHto 

7 WKP-F HONDA SWf(3S) CBW0tB B IO 13- DBNtfe 

BEnwa: 7-4 Idtofa Lady- 7-2 Hn athe a aati Afc 9-2 Rectory Saclen, B-l 
Rwefrr caw, 7-i Hath Shy, 104. MTtma0tt. 14-1 SWkr Jhn 

f9"aEl SBWLESS MSTSBES NOVICE HURDLE 
\fr-Tyj (CLASS A) £15JXX) 2m 4f UOyds 

1 arn-1 ■AKEA3SW(2UMnpeSU.4 MOeyec 

2‘ M44R-1 BCSOftOfiN BAUD (14) D fierdett) 6 11 0. OFortt 

3 23124-1 JACX1ANNB(9)DMcfiaBtM7U0 AHea*e 

4 HANASK(NQSaoeMn*5UO TBq> 

-4dednd- 

BOne 8-11 JMk M 7-4 AM* A Stead, 7-1 Rttdtai M, 

Iq’ifll EUROFAST SUPPLIES NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5^500 added 3m 

1 553643 DON MI CADRttf (ffl) {3fl)TRnw7UQ. A Rank* 

2 13S22P- JUXAmpSGIJ BtaRk7U.fr 

3 ' 4- LOQI BARMAN H0>S3.{278|PEGBcn 7 U0____TBey 

4 11230- PHARANMRR2qDMEMNi>6U0 Att«e< 

3 005036- ANSI SOT L(FR) (2D) GMCQul 5 10 12 0 Font (3) 

6 5PR3B- UmACNL(ZS)RAkvlO109 WIMWM 


RACING RESULTS 


BET1Mfc4-Gf 
IB-1 Loch toe 


mv, HJta, G-l bnMMi M Den do CM*, 
i Hotel, Atari Soft 1 


HO| OElWf EXPRESS CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
\=ZA HURDLE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 

1 15-6231 HBRALE(IBA)(14nunp4120— EltaMM 

2 122*311- KHALOI (378) (DlQGMeto 7120 — : — -SoeMaHtcM 

3 3-12511 STEADEAST HUE (14) TO J I I7NJ 5 10 11_.r HcSretti 

4 034142- MMRnxaaW0MnAaeav51O6^teMK(n 

5 OW HBIOLM SHADOW (SJDMcCri) 4 200 -Dtotl 

8 55305OT D0C(M(USA)(5^j^Ilt«n9l0aJHMmiBn« 

iN Wrv i H iwi ^iaA TMlwrifc4piw| ^ttaiAA gta»)enagl2taonatr 
SS £EC • 

BEnm r-4!MBtae. 54 KMA, 3-lStHAetBta,fr-l PI*. 
detocX 144. Etaritak Sfrado*, 25-1 Doatar 


DONCASTER 

UXk i- HANDSOME RDGE 0 Carofl 
20-1; R. Mott CSwrI 7-t 3. BMt BWadee 
11-4 fav. 20 no. % hd. g Qaeden. Nsw- 
nwrtieO. Tote £43.10: £1300, £3.80. 
CL60. Oft £32150. CSft £173.28. Tna 
£82-40. 

1-30: 3. SOVIET STATE U RefcO 6-5 fav. 
2. NorDo-t 33-1; 3. W4d Sky 20- 1. 17 ran. 
3..1V u CP OwDpto-Hyam. Mantsn). Tote 
£2-10; £1-10. £1520. £5-80. Of ; IA83Q. 
CSft iS4.SB. Trto: £353.10 - part won. Pori 
of £452.® carried favod te Oorcaser 3J0 
tpdqr. NR: Sea Ye Mane. 

’2.0<te 3- PRUSSIAN BLUE IW Ryan) 11-4 
eofrw; 2. Mtef 11-4 cotav. 3. Rather Htfit 
11-4 co tn. 5 no. Sht-hd, 3. (H Coal, Ne*- 
tnaikeO. Tote £3^0; £1.70, £1.70. DF: 
£4ja CSft £9.72 

230; 3. RUSSIAN SNOWS (LDen>9 5-2 
Jt tbv; 2. Queatonto 10-1; 3. HWdanl Oft 
5-2 jt tee. 9 ran. 3Y«. B. (Saeed Mn Suroor. 
NmmailwU. Tote £3.10; £3.10, £2.80. 
£150. OF: £1940. CSft- £28.65. Tite 
£3040. 

34»: 1. MYHMHXJN (L Desorf) 7-1; 2. 
RGBs 25-1; 3. Royal BtacMknJ 7-2 tav. 33 
m. 3. 1-UDurfcp. Arundel). Tote £7.90: 
£3 JO, £8.30, £L8U DF: £122,60. CSP: 
£147.05. TrteaSC £67956. Tncc £420Oa 
Wt MoBy Muse. 

330: 1. CKIBIU3 (KOarfcfl 5-2; 2 Sui- 
bMM Dtnea 7-i; a Kaber Kache 7*L 6 
ran. 5-6 fe* Bold Demand. Hd. 6. (M Stone, 
NMDWMlTote £2.70; £1,70. £2.70. DF; 
£9.70. CSF: £1940. 

430: 3.HWH DOMAIN (J Weaver) 20 - 1 : 
2. CfeadereN ttafl 20-1: 3. Ntaeaate20- 

l. 4. Spewler 36-1. 22san. 6-1 jl-tovs Rn» 

torn (5th). Gone Savae#. Hd. nk. u Sow- 
mj. Alcasw). Tote £25.70; £6 l 30.£5.60 
£330. £4.70. OF: O7M0L CSF: £355.6o! 
Trteari: £7367^6. Tna: £237530 - pan 
wn. Pod of £21)74.38 canted tamod & Do* 

carat* 330 today. 

iJSfLfLSMJ - ««« wa Pool ot 
£4^1.00 canted fonraid to Doncaster to- 

1 

Rattapac £26.70. Quw^ot £10.7a 
PMcfr ft £6056. Place S: £2756. 

UTTOXETER 

3- GBERAL MOUKTAR (A P MC- 
Cofi 41; 2. Waortn Day lfr ^ 3. Prog 
flw 12-1 ia rwx. 9-4 (or SawQst Gm. 
7. *fc. (M Pipe, waffln®on). tmk £4j& 
£L». 54-50, £4.10. DF; £4050^ 
£68J5.Tms£86J0. 

lAfclAUWXSGRSNBKSCuianlll. 
2: Z. taemtat 9-4 fm 3. La Bern 3- 

DF: U3M. 

CSft £19 D5. Trte £10.10. 


2.10: 3. MCHERADO (R Jotno« 4-1; 2. 
“rent 3-1 tav, 3. Dasart Brava 16-1. 10 
ran- 4. 4. IS Breohsluw, Ufflngnxi). Tote 
£390:H40. £200, £3.40. Oft £630. CSft 
£15.59. Trtcaat £157.07. Tna £95.70. 

2- 40: 1. BASSENHALLY (RMarteyi 33-2; 
2. Raeaeauflbi Romeo 9-4 toes. Pmata 
8-LB ran. IV., 7. (MmPSiy. Petedxaa0t). 
Tote £700; £2.00. £1.10. £2.40. DF: 
£15^0. CSF: £20.75. Tncasc £1QR86. Tito 
£23.70. 

3J10: L HUUIOAN [A MagAel 44 Me 
2. Ftamtas Abaci* 33-1; 3. ScettWi Ban- 
U 10-1. 7 ran. 6. 3>/i (D NtototmdMn- 
PteGudmg). Tote £150:1X50, £3 
£1Z50. CSft £13.96. ^3 

3- 40: X. PEHMAR tR DurewocM 3- Jj£ 
HWi Grade 10*1; a. Phanre 15-8 . 
ran. Nh. 4. (0 Gandoitb. Wantage). Tote 
£3^0: £3-50. £3.90. DF: £3590. CSP. 
£26.47. 

4J0: X. EUaUtQ (M A HOBEftad) 14-1; 
2. BaBJndoo 4-t X Mr Rate 12-1 32 mn. 
9^4 tav Apaches Raver. 10, 6. (7 Qeoqfs. 
anwft. Tote £10.60; £2. 70. £290. £5j0a 
DF: £2S.4a CSF: £6937. Tncasc £681-96. 
Tna £262X0. NR: RoSe-B. . . 

PtetoPte £28.70. Qnadpot: L7AO. 
nace 6: £67^5. Ptaea 5; £13^7. 

HEXHAM 

^-30: 1. BUYStS DREAM tG QTIO fr2i 
a- QWy Cbtetata 3-lJtfc*; 3. Rnanl Non 
5-L 8 ran. 3-1 p tav WKe Spsdde. 4. 1V^ 
(B Blisofl). Tote £8.40; £2.40, £1,60. DF: 
£8.00. CSft £17^3. 

J-50: 1. BeGGARSBANQUET (BGreOriO 
10-11 lav; 2. Pteeewnc M: 3. The Itett 
WtaltaD-1- 9 ran. Vh, 2D. IP Bounon}. Mk 
&AQ. OJQQ. £3.40. Oft £17tt CSF: 
*2-76. Tno: £a30. NR: CTwf Gate. AftBTBBw 
arts* inqutiy. ptacm®;unateivd. 

2J0:l. SENS LADffbcterdGueri) 7-U 
2- Cotmnandw B-l; 3. Pantara Man 5- 
3*5; ® ’*'• 9, 3Y* (Mra S SmWfl* Tote 

£AS0:Cl.eo. £2.40. £LS0. Oft £1430- 
CSft £33JQi, Tna £30.40. NR; ABenon Lad. 

- 1- B6UE ROSE (A DOOM MBS 

Wng» MtaaM 33-U 3. Artartfctee 
r- W- IGNdatds).TofeDJL9R 
£L60. £13.40, £U0. Dft 
£3&2S. Tncasc £129.68. Tna £&£*•- 
a «fc 1. AB8E7UNOS (N 
cote; 2. BeNytaw 7-2coftKS. WfciNe^l- 
co bv Show Your Hand. 3Vk. a 
Tote £2*0, £lt»- 
DF; £4.80. CSF: £1832. THC8B: 
£82.65. Trta £19.60'. 

3JS0: 3. APOLLO'S MUCKIER ^D<»- 
«nl 6-1; 2. Pw#w»2-1 ter; 3.TMae6- 
a (J Gouttntf. Tote £13.00; 
£3.10. OF: £2660. CSft £2067. . 

£18-20. Q aa dpoc £8.90 
fc £13.31. PIsm 5s £602. 




Photograph: Allsport 

out there in IcamifaiTfe fashion, 
hels going to be dealing with the^ 
quickest heavyweight around to 1 *' 
day and he will be ri^it vriiere 
’tyson can find trim." 4k 
‘tyson was so relaxed at a preS- 
conference on Thursday that it 
looked as though he slept 
through Don King's latest at- 
tempt at a time record in oration. 

In contrast to the tasteless de- 
meaning of Holyfield by one of 
his co-managers, Roxy Hol- 
loway, he referred to the chal- 
lenger as a beautiful fighter. a But 
Fm better,” Tyson added. He 
said it with a smile that made you 
fear for (he-man from Atlanta. 
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GREG WOOD 





stroyer 


As handovers go, it is almost 
flawless, with only the prospect 
of Folkestone’s irritating and 
awful Flat card on Monday to 
spoil the occasion this afternoon 
as the baton passes from the 
summer to the winter code. In 
spirit at least, the 1996 campaign 
on the level ends with the No- 
vember Handicap card at Don- 
caster while at an points north, 
south and west there are meet- 
ings to remind us of what there 
is to look forward to on the road 
to Cheltenham in March. For 
betting-shop punters in partic- 
ular, there can be few better Sat- 
urday afternoons all year. 

While Chepstow, Win can- 
ton, Newcastle and Uttoxeter all 
have much to recommend them, 
the first port of cafl for most pun- 
ters this morning will be the No- 
vember Handicap, winch with its 
24 tightly handicapped runners 
is no less competitive than the 
Lincoln Handicap which 
launched the season at the same 
course eight months ago. That 
race, in case anyone has for- 
gotten. was won by a 33-1 
chance, and while Kutta seems 
^ sure to start a warm favourite for 
w today’s feature at around 7-2, be 
has bad two hard races in recent 
■Weeks and makes little appeal at 
T such odds. 

Clifton Fox, the Cambridge- 
shire winner, wfl] be another 
popular choice, but since Jere- 
my Glover, his trainer, has stat- 
ed that he is not sure that his 
runner will stay today’s trip, par- 
ticularly on die rain-softened 
ground, it is difficult to bade him 
with confidence. More inter- 
esting is Dato Star, still a maid- 
en cm the Hat proper but winner 
of the Festival Bumper at Chel- 
tenham in 199S. Runner-up to 
Snow Princess in this race last 
year with the remainder well 
beaten, he seems sure to go dose 
again off a 51b higher mark. 

On a simple point of value, 
however, it is difficult to ignore 
a horse who returned to his best 
form when winning his last race 
and will be ideally suited by to- 
day’s trip, going and the. ex- 
pected strong pace- Shadow 
Leader (330). available at 20-1 
this rooming, has struggled this 
season to reproduce the form 
which carried him into third 
place in last year's Bessbor- 
oughat Royal Ascot, but his de- 

^ feat of Fdlydamas at the same 
™ track last month implied that 
^Charlie Egcrton has rekindled 


his old ability. If so, 20-1 will look 
a very big price at 335 today. 

The remainder of the Don- 
caster card lost some of its in- 
terest when Russian Snows won 
the 230 at Tbwn Moor yester- 
day to finally decide the train- 
ers’ championship in favour of 
Saeed bin Suroor. and the 
Godolphin operation. The stay- 
ers’ handicap which closes the 
card deserves close inspection, 
though, and while Orchestra 
Stall may start favourite, his 
huge burden will leave him 
open to attack from Sweetness 
Herself (next best 4.Q5), who can 
complete a five-timer. JKey To 
My Heart (235) looks the best 
choice in the Serlby Stakes. 

At Chepstow, Castle Sweep is 
one to oppose at short odds in 
the Tote Silver Trophy since his 
jumping often deteriorates un- 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Shadow Leader 
(Doncaster 330) 

NB: Pofly Peculiar 
(Doncaster 3_20) 

der pressure. JET RULES (nap 
1.45), who started favourite for 
last season’s Sun Alliance Hur- 
dle, has everything in his favour 
today and can exploit the 8Jb he 
receives from the favourite. 

Newlands- General (1.15) 
must also go well at the Welsh 
course while the eagerly await- 
ed chase debut of See More 
Business should be a winning 
one, though it is unlikely to be 
worth betting on. The' same 
comment applies to Coome 
Hill, who brings enormous 
promise from the hunter-chase 
field to Win canton’s Badger 
Beer Chase (3.10), but does so, 
unfortunately, with his amateur 
jockey still attached. Hard 1 b 
Figure, one of the best sprint 
ban dicappers of recent years, 
makes his hurdfing debut at the 
age of 10 in the Elite Hurdle, 
but Irish raider Space Thicker 
(3.45) is a better bet against the 
likely favourite MistinguetL 

Elsewhere, betting-shop pun- 
teis can enjoy the EkbaJco Hur- 
dle at Newcastle while the 
recent Gesarewkch winner lnch- 
cailloch contests a handicap 
chase at Sandown and. Jack 
"Burner, expected to be one of 
the year’s best-novice hurdlers, 
is in action at Uttoxeter. In Ire- 
land, Danoli should stroll home 
in his second novice chase at 
Naas today while IGairon 
Davies, the Champion Chase 
winner, reappears against two ri- 
vals at Leopardstown tomorrow. 


NOVEMBER HANDICAP - 10 -YEAR -TALE 
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CH EPSTOW 
1.15: NEWLANDS GENERAL. 

[ who ran the very lementiy-hand- 
ipped Zetedar to threequaners of 
a length with the third 24 lengths 
i away at Worcester recently, can jjp 
ne better today. Northon Saddler 
1 and Benjamin Lancaster may pose 
most problems. 

I CEP 

1.45: DR LEUNT was [be uhludc- ' 
iest loser at the 1995 Cheltenham. 
Festival, passing the post in second, 
place in the Triumph J 
losing 15 or more 

,lc- 

Tbny McCoy did not need much 
' .-mission to take this mount m 
defence to others. 

2.15: SEE MORE BUSINESS, who 
is hi and fancied, is described as a 
i "top-class prospect" by his trainer 
. is hard to oppose. - 
DONCASTER 

125; With Diffident heavily pe- 
nalised (or recent successes, Russ- 
ian Revival disadvantaged by being 
drawn on the wide outride and. 
Croft Pool. Thdeo and Shanghai 
Girt possibly better suited by five 
furlongs. ROYALE FIGURINE, 
who will not be inconvenienced by 
the easy ground, is the b«L 

coa 

235: EVA LUNA is a fink one- 


IHYPERION’S 




\ ing than MedailleMBhaheorl 
lb My Heart 


330: HEART is still a maiden but 
looks a typically progressive 
Michael Stoaie-tr&ined sort who 
wiD like the groundand stays welL 
Gme Fbr A Barton and Shadow 
Leader have hit form at the right 
time and are two of many dangers, 
while Kntla also merits respeo. 

.pop 

435: Orchestra StaB was impres- 
sive at Newmarket last time, but 
BOWCUFFECOUKTJooksastep 
. aheadoflhe handkapper. 
WINCANTON 

MBs tOOMBE HILL, who beat 
: Andrelotby seven lengths in an am- 
ateurs’ handicap chase at Chel- 
tenham recently, has fitness on his 
ride. Garrison Savannah is not the 
force of tdd bat soB ran weO last sea- 
son and has slipped to a favourable 
handicap mark. He is the danger. 
□□□ ■. ■ 

3A5t ESKIMO NELin good form 
on tbeTJaL ts suited by a sharp two 
miles on decent ground over hur- 
dles and would be worse off in 
handicap. Impressive Newbury 
MlslugBett loots the chief threat. 


& 


THE INDEPENDENT I 


racing services 
0891 261 + 1 



Sfngspielaims 
at Japan Cup 

The overseas challenge for the 
Japan Cup has been finalised, 
with Helisao, Pentire and Za- 
greb being joined by fellow Eu- 
ropeans Smgspid andStrategjc 
Choice in-the field for the 
£1,073,993 racoon 24 Novem- 
bM. They will face Samriy- the 

Melbourne Cup winner, plus 
American raiders; Awad, Flag 
Down and Dernier Empereur. 


1220 Saveranl 
lZ50Ztaari ' 

120 CatranbeKa 

ISO DON SEBASTIAN (nap) 


HYPERION 

i2S Royale Figurine 
256 Eva Lima 
330 Heart (nb) 

4D5 BowcBffn Court 


(5)17 


17 606540 MSOUmimJFttpSUMfflBEdeJNBeri 3104. 

IB 033-50 mtHBSrrpn £DG WntfO WJaw4ifl4 MreEJnea M BHnaparaa 

19 BD5D2Q snc«nitt{15)(Bf)9teJftanMertktHJR*raam3103-l*»fiRrasdraB}l 


20 Ctnrafr BnBSaR'IMgnaiHDmr.HYaua.DAntOUsUind^T 10 2-Mi SBodw4 

21 DBreLfiai(U)0WBknscn]Battqii31Ol J*» pl f«nuii«l 3 

J MwDlMJOtotS 


GOING: Soft. BEALLS: Straight cow* - stands sHrc roun d raw _ 
DBAWADVANTAGS None. ’ mst * 

■ Lrft-hand, pear+baped coinse with 1 mile strata. 

■ Con* to ErfWB off the A638 (MIS lea 3 4 4). Bus link from Doncaster Cenml 
Batina. ADMISSION: Oub £16; (handstand SIO; FWiy Endomre H f nader-lGs free 
all enclosures). CAftFASK: Ftec. 


■ LEADING TKAINQS WITH KDNNKB& J Goadem — 36 women Dorn 16G runners 

gtras a areas latto 22£% and a profit to a £1 lewd Hake of JU 0.86; BHDOs 31 

winners, 159 rannets, 19JCA4, +S<528; H Odl — 37 wmnas, 106 rwwicra, 25.7%, 4-SL2JW: 
B Hassoa — 24 winner s, 259 runners, 9.37%, -474.08 

■LEADING JOGDnS: Fax Bddory— 37 wiBBtn, 209 ndes, 17.7%, +U J . 43 ; JC Dar- 
*«W— 37 wlnnaa, 868 rides. 13JiW,+fi2fta8-.l. Dettori— 3>wtamn, 200 rides, 1117% 
4-X&44: M ESIIb — 32 winnas, 170 rides, !&£%, +185.P?. 

visobed m grim a DooUc q-** qsau Election do 13 . 661 . 

^iNESS m tBB JAST SEVEN OAX& Aaken 13J0) Tran a Redcar oa Tderiw. 

LONG-DISTANCE XONNHRS: Moatscsm nt 548 wfles by L G Chtmdl Ih» Difl. 

IbnLDcron;A»Oac(13S)aeg241 PiBultyMialGKdltway&oTn.WhiUginbr, Dcratt. 


22 2235J1 aaSBUrmniMnlttensiJL^eSlOl 

-22dsdBrM- 

BBnK54totoM4?4TWt > WSW,S-LlMca«^mMaMlflift.lte9mHooHA 
Horthem Fto, 14-1 (dfcas 
isswcmanfeitact - 


Otny. Top-class handcaopw' Shasr Danzig vngm a Big boost ® Better Offer n tnc Mo- 
vo Tiber if ha am U*. Seesnd to Uw Haiwwd ssWng a Ascoi ua wi». Sheer Oyw; can 

and this race * a wt easier tran b» Group ihrea won by Sacrarneni a 

toupton. M > W ■* a Ngierwnngthan Sheer Ba* w lorma Yomioutn 

tesr tt*. ho ftas lo pr&* ne gays trts mp. Eva tana toosled uk Nwcmucr oarm el 
Kuna after her Nftrfhny thnd to Safmoo Ladder, oi wractl ra« Rotate ran cadiy n ok 
pound- PtooaBwtloeteOea served »y a taster iwteco SetacUoiE QfClION OAV 


350 


TOTE CREDIT NOVEMBER HANDICAP (CLASS B) 
£ 30 fl 0 Q added 1m 4f Penalty Value £26^70 


C4 


1-50 


12L20 


0OC SUREFLOW MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS E) (DIV I) £3,700 2V0 1m Penalty Value £2^11 

NEW DANCE (J S GUM PMutra BO TQtU 7 


EXERMLNOST OLA R tawnesl R UnM 9 0 

oo RunE<mARErrmONJGBiwicB«un9o. 

0560 »HUM>MS8|U)filKCUtoPBuBVK90 


_Ft|K*ni« 
Jinramg 
■jB WOl au 

0242 POt AR WjgB TcO) {lii* UdaMwoSwampl u Joinannio— J litewSu 

QtUIBERSIMF(Mbto6n4in*r)Ctol90 SDtthbfU 

0 SM70HD IM) CIO) <A i VnmpBrt fiYtog£9 0 MHbl 


CflJ NSPCC APPEAL NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£4750 added 2YD Tf Penalty Value £4,066 

1 106640 reewuDES0Mya8)nggGtfn)T&saw9 7 —Bahaa 

2 QU YOHIEOB»aEM<UJtesinUCunm»2 L Dated 11 

3 021 BB«N |U6^ (H) (HBmdenNMateam Sa«jl hr Smor 8 13 KMB8 

4 31312 JUINUNIUIUWLOCSaimiltoipMUdlKMeMfieSll — RBn***l 

5 gan 0Dr0Fsmr(23)(DJAaniBMcuBnen8a ssbb»12 

6 ]2 ntSSnUteCOnmetoKOtM -SusanMtasRsonpJDwiDpBB — IDtooS 

7 042901 lOWTRENBBSItlS W UterGsftra Rata« P&M86 IFQpaS 

8 066 UABUCNff HUJLC17) l^evrdTKtm JF£r»B*35 

9 mm BTERVESCStCE (IQ (The God Busier Sgrdcae f7D ft Harrui 8 3., 

10 421000 UrOFTHE VWOP5) W U*T)M£flrarrv J JCTMsd 7 13. 

11 649 DOM SBASIUN (19) pF) (WwiTsheJ) A hb®*s 7 12. 

12 62900 MNWmMIDHM0M)(UHW>sBaRaaHmns)ABaiwM0^ 

13 664SB0 TJt FOUR Bl£S (19) (Hj®i DTomeD D Hajdn Jones 7 10 

-ISdadmd- 

UMnum«aVc7WlOBIrw<mMpsetfs:lMeeariOiraondat22ltDiefiM’ttosettfi*i- 
BErTM&4>inv, MYortfc Gao^, SLMhqi NMtomd MtaHtoHICMt IBtetebB. 
l/>-lB 1 anaaeMoa, 12-1 aoma, 

19B6: Cx*n> Wneras 2 8 1 A Maday 10-1 CD Hayto Jonal 12 an 

lo ocl WENTWORTH STAKES (CLASS A) (Ustad)£17j000 fM, I 
Lf~J added erpen^tyvaiue £11,798 FT?’ 1 

210011 D*n»irmQ(14|(QCD|f6oate)«SMdl)nSU)Mr4e6- 


2-5004 0WWINBaBtofl*mS»rtWSuw51D L Dated 15 

513010 ®nffl0HWPmBW*Wsnft(S3inWGtewcjJ96 mbh-. w 

0614U2 Hiratto0bmite«HteBimiHAiiraong4&3 Rltoin 

twin cuFTONFOK(BWIParoSPannaStt'JS»er4Slo. 


054-340 PBair*OlWtto|C0)tlGooffl»5UI&d^687 KoSr24 

sum caBstwLtstwwWwmoteCmts^jitreeej, jimmu 

106343 DM«E»StBE6»JIDI|BF)USaartPCac4 84 TQukwl£ 

302100 UWPlflY<IW(lriO(a«RIVniriOH«tij[inK4 63-.. ,SSWfekB9 



BOOL (Ito SkCT rad fik» Hb» toerg Ou« N Dmn 9 0 . 
0 la BUSC (toots H Raid MetoM* 90. 


2 aUBbUKtonuGSStodLCumwaOa. 


06 BJCRnESaCEM(MKEEEHfl)Kfttewta9D. 

2S5D SSPnyillD0BWIB(to^afDn)GLUxm90 

0 BBQISKIGaOUCeECto 04>*iBnolORDda)89. 


0UMW5 

CmterS 

_SWW>rartti9 
DaMOOWlO 
.J Ratals 12 


025312 CROFT POOL (13) (C) PI Poir«ywae CMcsJjGtaer 590 

020112 RUSSIAN RSAVM. (USA) [U] PI tGoortfrtu Seeed an Suoa 39 0. 

060641 ASnMC n m rr LBBKamuaGtotaay 58 11 

UJ6006 «vem(U)P)PJ0etowi4a58ii 

000110 TADS Cto U R £oa$ M jcTnaon 3 8 11. 


IDakyS 
Cater 13 
II 
iM 
DansOfMIS 
ID 


050000 TWMXXI(4) 6oscrtrisU»»*FT)ttdB^ kiss (.SdSai 5811- Dtenhonfi 

230616 DEIVZn£Rm(nfia(VRWtelWeteshWBMb5811 HMB12 

410100 U8BMan(totCto0aeDUne4GEOClteSBMire689 .T tonka 7 


050000 MXBUQUBK(21)OKHenEBeel«9a)UJ0tnslBn486. 


3 IftfBlGNnEPSd) (to CnaMUateimBdl LCUm8& _ 

3 PB»«XlK»W|8D0MaearHrtJFwd»wBS jllMnB 

04 5ncatesS(19)(MTCAU9JSpeai(«89 S Dawns 1 

-lSctodand- 

BEnMfc 5-2 PDtar PWd, 3-1 afivenri, 7-1 SnwHr tod Dawaad, 8-1 Parfeet tom, 10-1 tatok« 

Nota, 14-1 Sateatnaa. 16-1 attna 

1995: 9aan« 2 9 0 U KB 238 [W 23 on 


12,50 


BOC SUREFLOW MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS E) (DIV ■) £3^00 2YDlm Penalty Value £2^85 

0 «BSMGp8)MreJnMKflesj«PCBe90 II Qbck 9 

34 IBnmH0NK(l»ppn(1toeRoU|wrs>RHnBn9 0 DraajnMU 

MooNRNBtaanyMdeteartli Dn4a(i90 -T Spate 10 

03 mCV ELE (to (SM4) Mohanrafi M Saaite 9 0 KMoa2 


PMCHBBm (HC (TJ WelS 0 MDte 9 D- 


0 SnBmwa0U>pai)ClS(PD5aB)GMwK90 

0 TTHtaXIN DREMf (17) IP Hsatl) U Tomptes 9 0 
2KZNB TO <B E Naken) 0 Wdsr9 0, 
aai£ BUM u S Mnten ae J W Antetatf U JtfVBBn 8 9 
0 CMGERR06aB(to(WHtoteito)0Mudan89 
00 JUC88MP) IMsSannhBMteon)JPane89 
8 uanBD(to«3o6tePaASBafiiGo«knag 
0 B0KIKCUXID8(toWJ&«<*B»»JFGndw8a 
0 BBSUW0UVE(I)IMCNiaMai)LCunBn89 
06 StncnyKMD{Il)(itftoadn)an)6aawy89 
-18 


_N Day 13 
_K Darisy 6 



BETTDte 31 Pwty Ua, 31 TkamS, 4-1 Hsoe Rkw, 7-1 BuBa Bfou, 124. Ken’s TO Haris, Tf- 
aa Dten, Bnaate (tee. IM. ottaa 
1995: sea (Soon one 


TOTE LADY RIDERS CHAMPfONSMP HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£5,000 added lm Penalty Value £4475 

SMMOOROMBKTCT} R (SwthTCTfealBSl I E&tey 5 11 7J8aa A Dteal (5) « B 

Q0BNS CONSUL (U) P) 0484 H L Opncrt B ftofwei 6 11 6 MaDI4cfWe(5)7 

TO0tmpto<4imWffiNrVa»«DQrariBn5115 atosRCtefcS 

BMC M7 (to n P MBDrart 4 Beiegr 1 11 5-— JBat tedgat toWbouaa (5) a 
DANCES wn HOOVB (211) (V SquetfB D Ihndi Omj 4 11 5Jtos j Nfeoi 10 
■0M. CEUH (to PI ICB»n Apporanted Dsn SB* 3 11 4 JMB M Cam (5) 13 
KN0nYNU.(3B(NttyW&lfCenralRQagp41il MasPRataewU 

HVB0TYE (to (Mlaxy Mcnnet) 6 Ottqd 3 11 1 ftaCWMll 

FWRWGDON Wt{40) KbrKrpfErP ftsrsonj R 0*ra*r 5 11 0 lteKMs(S}18 

SMS AIlfiSTOI (USA) (14} (far B McMBbor 8 11 0 HteEi Jonas (5)11 

cnUBB14iUto(toPn(k9s9a^Hl4lortJ&Kdai3110 Ha L Porace 8 

PROUD BOM (to (K Kesri 6 L Mooe 3 ID 13 IteJ tome P) 12 V 

MIUK CtftVSI (U} (P A BMririRBaSmn 4 ID 12 llaa B Baattaao (5) 19 

N08IKBM PAN (30) P) (jSpeedMi Qn^ij NTa44er4 1011 HaiPte»*20 

P0UX PCCUUBl (to m MsVcan Mateae B ton 5 10 7 Waa V Mantel (5) 15 
H»aieff7)0«BdMMeiPV*h>n4l04 HPtoteieaaBhBBMlRlB 


IWtenr2V 

11 10-2000 MEEPSBDWM(142lto(BtotmDteRJDim»HaBaGri386 SSaadanll 

12 614020 IKMISHBUr(toP}mMste»Teartey)L6C0ttni486 MfMteiSV 

13 51000-6 HUBS U&E (192) (D» »te Setei 1 FMDMM4 8 6 8 Day 5 

14 561606 HWM£l«IM(toP)ra<CR«PeermMMMiasantodwS86_..TMBlS 

15 GOOE&l SHM4BHMfiRL(to(iaP>MtoSP>Dlate386 DRMcCatelBV 

16 013604 WBg B B SDWCTWfiNtoB)OtMriBlto486 fitof 

-lldadarad- 

BEHBIG: 7-2 Oo« Pool, 94 DBHant itetal, 7-l(tefanta. UM.StaBpte Ort. 12-ltopia 

neriteiuaiteB 

1998: Cnana 5 B 6 T Spa* 20-1 B PBtefl 12 an 

FORM BUDE 

It <M seam at ttxxr^i the bea pwnd aas on tne tar rite yesterday and RUSSIAN RE- 
VIVAL can am this from staB one. A son of ftoreyev (sire of yesferda/s wmnw Sonei Staa). 
Russian RevnaJ should act on the Bound. A 2tb pun, plus die reoan m sn turlongs. eves 
him every chance of aven&ig the heed defeat by stafltemaie Dttfldent over sewen here a 
fortnten off). A wedt earner In the Sentinck Stakes at Newmautet. Russian Revival beat 
Pasaon FW Ute wth npyeto n^rtm and Canantta won and seventh. Royste Pgunne a 
not helped by a hlpi One today, but Cenamta Idravwi seven and only IJb better) s bound 
d finish closer on Bound she p&ers. a scans as dough Russian RewaJ has knpnwed 
plenty, tad CananRa rid beat her we« in die sort at Newmarket in Ausm ana is 71b better 
on that running. Winner or das race last year, Carrarata can confirm that Ram mdi Royale 
Rgurme Rtard and 6b betted and Craft Pool (fourth on same terms). Recent iratbng ia m 
rivals Actrac and Die Puzzler hate the Bound re their Sang but are dram h/0i The Puz- 
tJsr tooted ^xid at Neurbury and is 7b better vmh Astiac on me Nottingham farm. Hflies 
drawn b SkPBChal 6M. who reversed Ascot ftxm wsh tpfeo hare a fortniBit a^> when only 
lb better off- Porte Quite prefers Ian Bound but e weff draim and wJ race ai a wsor. 

: RUSSIAN REVIVAL 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
B 
7 

9 547023 mini (to W « »ey. 4 j taws I U JeiiwMn 583 1 Jlfteae 4 

ID 236203 ROMBIS(to(CSWacolBS1PCole4 7ir d Ruber 19 

U 13E3G MBmMttomiH«liBiNf4riiEani)DUaiey3 712 GCMer2 

12 313130 FM ADEN) (31)99 CSuvafiRXaws)Ji-Eyie 4 711 TWtoua3 

13 308001 SHADOW LEAD® (29) (D) (James Kactdtawr C Eemon 5 7 icl iChramkn 

14 548005 TBlPASrs«(MJUSMnnedey«idlfcSJ»telUlVSnf4 71D J Norton 17 

15 500802 tteEraRA8tSaM(totBF)«PCanin8r*>lPI>W>u710 N Cater* 22 

16 3-22111 PRESairARUS(USA)OS(D)M)HlbnceFaMSmrj?Cab3 710i4DuJQukn7 

17 011213 SUCMRMU(to(Q(I8lCCtoCMWAtoUfewk!yE;iQ DWMA(3)S 

IB 4-12202 WURm(tolQl^teteteiSPMaBsR«r8CU>iWV4r4 7i0.....PDM(7)23 

19 U20401 SMIIBGH1S(to(n(fBUcuianiSDn(4 7l0i4c(}. i „ _..JtDriy©21 

20 482620 BB»W9UE(tofi«hHFteer)JEusUC£6710 N Kenedy 1 

21 45224 HEART (36) Nri (ftrip NeMon) M SaxR 3 7 10 R Ftranch [71 12 

22 VOBAPISMERECtoimDWGateUTnvraiEd/iO Rlktenl7]5 

23 1D1201 HAYAYA KSAAH (43) [Ctfi lAteoGCadSPCM N 4 7 10 ..._-6 

?4 062001 ASKHB tQ IrtSh tTDor**® D Vtairin ires 5 7 ID lied NVartayCQlfi 

-24detered- 

Abmie: ftt 10ft. Trae mti&ts: Gone For A Baton 7sf ®. ftesem 4mc r» To. scjt asi .'a fa wu 
Htta, Eia n TO 4ft «J)an Bbe. Hasrt 7a 2D, VUO Piemen ba iDft ttM uhctjtfi 6-r if. 

BEnMCe 7-2 Kobe, 7-1 Present Anas, *-l Data Star, 10-1 CtfUw Fte. 14-1 kahtoan. 16-1 Bet- 
ter Offer, Peony A Day, Bom Pot A Barren, 18-1 VIRd Bra, 20-1 Catabal Choir, Once So Sufic, 
Cm Ploy. Reteee, Stedow Leader, S«r MB, Edan Heines. 25-1 Ovctfamy, 28*1 Newt. Vote 
Fmriare, 40-1 Par Atead, Udws Bine, B8-1 Tan Past Sb, 100-1 Aatera 

1995: Snow Pnncea 3 8 2 R Ws 5-1 Ood Hmnotev 18 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

KUTTA. umucky on lu last «esn to Team Moor when Hocked room behind Sue's Arose, 
has the tognea stone to Data Star. Kutta b a fresh horse ntv loves me cround and 

oppe^s a above das field on his sacond re Salmon ladder in me SI tonon Suites at 
Newbury- Kuna also mpressod with fas speed town the Courage Hoixtcop at Newbury and 
tne way he battled on when conceding 20b re BoiyiateSy on the Borfcr-hiiu track in Sep- 
tember showed he can efig deep tf required. Dare Star warns the mud so las 'second to Snow 
Pmcess on the fete 0omt Iasi year was a cracHng Htbn. But the aeicnt be ccis from but- 
ts does not look nearly enoufjv Present Arm has a feathcr-neighi after bone on a roll on 
tne tori pound. Ho was twite beaten m the 80lt » a juvente. Better Odor wdi bo nopuW* 
wot fans of the reumg Guy Harwood, but he bes to be auesuonco on this surface after h* 
tost -ground wns and at» has re beat uie 10b rise tor he. latest Ascot success. As cena n 
CBtoa Few is. ft 6 bard to swaltow a Canmrldgss#are wmner gang on to land a November 
H a n tt c ap - There mutt also be a doubt about teal Ploy eertng home over Has mp. but on 
outsider a the the mud^ -towng mare Vote Prorate*, even if star e out of the hondup proa 
er. she * 7b better with Game Ploy for a length second at Windsor m July. Roratas con bo 
a tnc*y customer the pound is si hts Imout. Selection! KUTTA 


Z 55 


C 4 


250060 
100000 
464000 
100680 
2G032 
232000 
283003 
rytinnr) 
1(6240 
040000 
332 
403054 
215606 

14 20-1100 

15 rtmiwi 

16 130000 


COOPERATIVE BANK SERLBY STAKES (CLASS A) 

(Listed) £17,000 lm 4f Pen Value £10928 
D1210 B£Cn»D«(ltoWtesBBxftOa5riS»fcnrateMSB*»4&4JteMteyl0V 

215512 KErTDWKEM8(tomtMsUPaten«UaSHBB94 JttoMr6 

11143 EVAtUU(USAi(M)(qm(KAM<ariHCeci492 KFaAonS 

116250 KALABO(USA) (to n tGcddCrtnl 5aeed Din Suoor4 8 13. 

&00201 MBMU£ KUNREfllQ (James KamatHJOiifire 4 813- 

068000 PUIKHIBtr (2Q (A J Rchanto C Braan 5 8 13 

313252 BBRMNa6(41J(RJAra«)RArmaortg4B13 

546100 POm CAHEW (28) (D) (Mrs P W Ham^ P Hams 4 8 8 

105144 fSEEQURT (48) (D) (fitmete EwS L Cutianl 3 8 7 . 


. D*ttort4 


rso5i 

i 

214101 

n 

600452 

3 

322310 

4 

52462-0 

5 

551600 

6 

100020 

7 

3 OSW) 

8 

quin 

9 

054033 

ID 

220641 

11 

26Z1M 

12 

51-4600 

13 

420624 

U 

121304 

15 

032410 

16 

560433 

17 

0504- 


COALITE DRAGON HANDICAP (CLASS O £10)000 
added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £7330 


C 4 


— .T Qtter 2 
— L DcttDrt 5 


X Rater 18 


«SE navy (9) 89 (0) (QncRaongaet C Egenon 7 S 0.. 
220641 80WCtfiTE COURT (to WlAO Spence HiNie*ust 4 713 


AUcQoaefi 

F Lynch (3) 14 

_M BaW (3) 10 

RMitenfT] 15B 

J Orion 4 


'll.. 


032410 l9«WAtUSri(B>M£S*«»)Brt»s371ft- 
560433 KARSBA(toU>WcRqre}Dere5torii3 710. 


JM Henry (3) 12 B 

TNmaU 

N Kennedy 9 


366005 WH7-A4B*fTE (to tEd WeefitBT Ltffl fi itirt«ai 387. 
-101 


— Ktertey 3 
JlRotert»2 

14 19s 7 

^6DuBUdl 
^OUrtteaS 
F Lynch 8 


.JtCartt4e3 
.RFtaxti (7) 1 
d wrijjaa 


BEJIWb 4-1 Kay Tb lly Herat 9-2 Section Day, 6-1 Era Lm Medtot HOtate. 9-1 Katabo, 8-1 
Piafiairarnt, Poppy Carew, 12-1 otters 
1995: Bteftng Ftore 4 9 0 M Wt 8-1 M Stoutei 8 ran 
FORM QUDE 

Rat Eddary Is taking a ptd «rth Jus two rules on this canL He is writ the it^n man tor ttas 
Listed race (Michael Stoute has won the last two wnrtngA and EiemON DAY loots the 
business with the Bound m Ida favow and m a wsor tor the flrat Bme. Election Day. who ran 
a atomer on only Ws dare start when second re Oscar Schlnder m the Ormonde at Chester, 
brota down on the fast gored at Royal AacoL He then duly won the Aston Parte at Nov- 


-17 

uhnen re^it 7a 10®. True nanri»pMf9iB:SnHay toe 7st Eft tin 7a Jft Le eWra rH-Ub-hans- 
iU8 6sr 13ft Outset 6a 10b 

BEJTMft 4-1 Orchestra StaB, 5-1 BmeRh Corat, 6-1 fl ara o lweas Herself, 7-1 Paradise Nary, 8-1 
Sea Victor, 14*1 Unde Dong, Generasa, 16-1 otters 
1995; Men 3 7 9 J Qimn 2-1 (P Cole) 13 ran 

FORM QUDE 

BOW&JFFE COURT, recently snapped up far hurdfing by Reg Ahehurst Spre3dea0ed tas 
13 reals m the mud a Newbury 16 days ago. He a weD-handicapped i&te better with Un- 
de Dong on ftpon nmnrrjg) and there is no better man a the weights far these sto(p than 
Jimmy Qumn. who won it last year on Merit. Sweatees* Herself e a smiarty progressive 
sort but the two mSes takes some getting and she has yet to go beyond 14 furlongs. Or- 
c fa c Mia StaB Is 16b latter (or hs Newcastle un. A norvstayer in the Oesarewltch. be won 
easriy on a return trip, but oas tag weight wfl take some deiyrg m the ground. ParadlBe 
Navy and 9e« Vtete made the frame in ths last year, but the greund was a lot faster then. 

Safaotfant BOWCUFFE COURT 


m P5 


TOTE SU/B1 TROPHY (HAfflJCAP HURDLE) (CLASS IRRPI 

B) £20^000 2m 4fU0yris Pen Vahie£lfiy217 


IAS Newtands-General 

3-45 Dr Leunt 

2J5 See More Business 


HYPERION 

250 The Reverend Bert 
225 Ffyfng Gunner 
255 Potentate 


GOING: Chase entree - Good to Soft; Hurtle crane - Good to Soil (Soft patches). 

■ Left-hand, undu latin g course nfth nm-bi of 240yds. 

■ Couzae fa on A4B8. Qitvataw station (CanSfr- GlooeMaa- fine) Im. ADMISSION: 
Ouh C14; Tteraarib S10 (.OAPs Sfi}. GAB PASS: Free. 


64I5P4- MUSEpfi^ (CD) (Whte Horse Racing laBDBsvoth 91110- 
4U22EV MlHW(EM»lPB»ErwyiPVttbs51Dll. 


111133- CASH! (22Q Bias Vteay) D Nchcfccn 5 ID ID. 
423101- fiUfitSMED(2toma>MBefestaOUffae5105- 
B52UO- JET HIES 041} |CD|(&SMBnayCri Mo J Ptman 6 10 2_ 


-APHCDCP 

^Jt^cfinsoe 


landed three hurdle races last term and ran wal to be fifth betand Urubande n the Sun AF 
fiance Hume and tn«d to Pleasure Shared at Amtntft. He w(l be wnnmg a similar event be- 
fore he £ much older. Wee Wfeidy, wavier of hardteap hwdle races a Kempon atal Fontwell 
on ib tost bw starts lest am. ran vrefl m two other ouwigs. 

: SEE MORE BUSINESS 


, _R Datwoody 


420-14 KAM)WDWN(to A4ARharSMreJBraetfaiaQNTaen>Oava41DO_j:UeMeB)n 

3PB12-1 «BWaWfPHE(USA)(7)TOgDto«denlMPipB6100<3e«| SWyraw 

453433/ UEXMIOR (644) (CD) i^SssJacgueaneS Dcyfet A Jones 12 100 B Fenton 

<3501-1 TteN JAY CtoWfGonrtAsBoaatesIBUeaefen SlOOBw VStetary 

rRYMtatoafT) 


2JS0 


REMEMBRANCE *NAnONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
D) £4j000 added 2m 4f UOyds Penalty Value £3^33 

OB- ARIUHO (2D0) (tori' tewenlT Raag 5 ID 12 _ Wyana 


■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH KUNNEHfe M Pipe — 40 wtones from ITS natnere 
gives a success recto of 26.79a and a lore to a SI lewd state ofSBwtf; N Twfatan-Darfes 
— 20whm«s, 94 rtumers, 21 +Sia. 17; P Hobbs— 18 winners, 68 nnreere, 25.4%, 

+5*7.10: D Ntcfiolrawi — 14 winners, 41 mm ere, '293%, +S&68. 
■LBAlMNGJOCXETStgD uu w uo d y — 20 witmera, 102 ride*. 38-4<t, -SJ 4.41; DBddfr 
water— 17 wtai ess, 67 lUcs. 26^4%, +517.48; C UcawUym — IS winnere, 81 tides, 
18.D 4L-jJ8.4 9; A P McCoy — 14 Winners, 36 rides, 35D44, -43.68. 

BUNKERED POST TUB: Baoteriatesnateari OL2i); Moreest Of Gtory (3^5). 


WD4NKSS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: BnaamagrPHe 1 1.45) woo a Warwick last Smudgy. 
LONG-DISEANCB KDNNXXa: BerinMa Uaearaer (1 .15) sod 134 mfles by H Gtfifia fivn 
Mwihcnfa t, Conwwfi; Wee Windy (8.15) scat 133 tnilealyJGlff'rad Bran HadaftW i 




pprcl 0SMMG30NMLLS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 

£!OflOO 2m UOyds Penalty Value £6,906 

1 3IZ63- MRIHBM8fiD0IBt(2tom(Htel-l Banal RHeitoa 91110 BDumody 

2 213342 NBWAI PS 6Bg 3 tft (l*j TO ICM/Pri) PMcficfa ID 113 APHcCny 

3. 0411-44 MKSAM to IP Uteri para 8 ID 10 MUantaa 

4 PR233 BBUMW IANCASIB (190) (CT| (U GrTSrJ M Gfftn 12 ID 0 HMMIai(7) 

5 23-3133 NORn^OI7MSrro(D){fifa^writ9rKlerauOPn8Ui»ton8JDOJtJ 

6 PP3265- OUWSDUCXEIT(18ri<MBJSdetmom}MsJSdeinBin7 100. 

-9 declared - 

MMnum wriffc IQ*. Bw landtep n0ts: BBriamh tonresRr 9a 13ft tertfwm QptWa 9st 3ft OF 
W0ucMt8K6b 

BETTHfi: 54 Hertevfc-Ceoeral, 7-2 Nortfeera Sadder, M Nriysari, 6J. Baetetei taocatiar, 7-1 
Nratfwra (MWsL 20-1 Mher Deetett 
1996: XMt 8 12 0 A Ma0Jte 4-1 (P Hot») 6 ran 


10 3212/12 UYTTOtTS CHOICE (15) W ISF] CG Mjmra 0 ttocBon 5 ID 0 . 

-lOtetered- 

MnanunMtfiClOit Due lm&*> mc&s: tend HteenSkt lift fonuiqPae 9a lift Metfeer 
tot 10ft Tten Of 9a Sft M)oon^ Orate Sa 6ft 

BETIHG: 7-4 tostfa toraep, 4-lShar Sred, 5-1 Dr Leant, Jet Rules, 12-1 IlyttoR'a Choice, 14-1 
Hrad Nona, tt a n rara y Pale, Teen Jay, 20-1 Hot, 40-1 Urafiator 
1995: JW» The Mbber 6 ID 0 R Fanara 40-1 (tea J PiBtanf 15 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Dawd Mcnohon, who won du «4di Mlfftty Mo©i (1992) and TMpte WTtcnmg (1993), can 
again do the mck mis tnra with CAST1JE SWSP. Winner o# a bumper at Umencfc m his only 
start In 1S94-95 and a NH Ftac event at Newton Abbot a year ago on his BntisfwM&ut, Cas- 
tle Sweep tote a hunfles hat-tnefe before a thud to Indefence and torranicty when famine 
far the Supreme NoriceC Hurde at the Cheltenham Festival. He then ran third behmd Trag- 
« Hero « Amtree, where he fam the track too sharp. This track should sut. as wa the 
0otn), and ihe yard is m fine farm, rtehobon is 3m^ Wm far CneStenham's Orampion 
or Stayers’ Hurdle. Martin Pipe, successful wdh Her Honoir m 1994, he boohed his tor- 
mar stable joctey faeherd Dtawwodyfbr Steer Shred. She tetshed 11 lenehs behind Cas- 
he Sweep at Cheltonham and s no better off, but she won ether sde cfittraL Philp Hobbes 

fash acquis i tion Or Leoet mlg* pose a bigger throat. He has a GO^dey absence to over- 
come, taring lea raced when beaten more Oran teo lengths by Kissafr in the 1995 Triumph 
Hurdle only to be (ksquafified affar being forced thrau0uhe running red appreetemg the 
sodh. He is reported in good shape. Musa Ml be pushed to defy lla 10ft an tis fast ap- 
pearence snee April, but Jet Rules looks certain to erne a sound run. Trained by Jenny Pit- 
man, who took this fast year with fibber The KDber. he beat useful types n the Persian war 
Premier Nortecs - Hurffe over course and distance In January. He was hampered last bme. 

: CASTLE SWEEP 


241- M8BMNIE(190}ffTACtngJBreLlrilGBriifeC61D 12 

X HEDGE ANCHOR IMM (578) lA M Gram) A Foster 5 1012 

Q50GOF XMSSCOURT1Bt(ZtonDJS)der&SMOCDa)SM(!fer71012- 

64P&3- U»C«.5IEP(24ri(AESmmD6BKlte)61D12 

1- MHEUADBBT(20ri(BCKBy)PMdrte61012 


0-3 WiSTnDN6&ttE{ZlJ(H&JotejBdsii)PNchOfc51012. 
5- SIDRIft MSSAGE (187) (Pete UiriP H0bis6 10 12 


NUtran 

— R Owwoorfy 

NN— rRl 


. Atr R Itwraton (7) 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 00630 THE C1CESE BARON (28) frDJSwferfiSM D (teert 5 Mtkr 5 10 12~Ckris Webb (5) 

ID 202406- Tit REVEREND EOT (232) (The BoWe ClO) G BaUnC 8 1012 A P McCoy 

11 0QT444O- DUNNHXSCOUNIRr (192) |FG TiCte) FTudard 10 7 

12 (KU- qUEaOFTHESUR(19ri(RLScoOriNRMBIiel7107 VSbttey 

13 120- SUPIO(EI(ElUCN«A<29SlOteSMBeoraftlte.HKn0451O7^JfcA4Ue{7) 

-Udadraed- 

BETTIN&; 9-4 iteadi Darby, 6-1 Lnffical Slap, 8-1 Itedwts, The Reverend Bert, 10-1 Stormy Pas- 

my Hr Strong Grie, 12-1 otbers 

1995: toneral Crack 6 11 0 A P McCoy 8-1 (P Nehofc) 16 ran 

STAYERS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) SAfiOO added 3m 
Penalty Value £2,824 

(WJinWBUE(HiysitolJriPMi*ofc5Ua A P McCoy 

P EVBflSNIEMUMMI-(14) fBerE.HcmeZDrtiD MSiepcati 7110 _Mr J M Pifithanf B 

32F32-2 rows GUNNER (99 (BR™*teyan Green) DNsnoison 5 110 RJufinsoo 

.Wttestra 
HrAWattoo 


£25 


0204- JET BOYS (250) (The Ja StaaoneiyDtnsanyUnsediUsJ Prrui 6 11 C>_- 
1A CMMZ JA E Kittw Mis H Ytoon 6 11 0 - 


0410- IBnNPPncC(3Qa<Theenyftwirg}PHoUs6110. 

000-00 JAAtFS JOY (21J ®»r LMI Graeme Roe H 10 9 


iDmmody 

-TJenta 


o-fcl RISING STARS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade iDWHI 
2) £20^00 2m 3f llDyds Pen Vafcie £13,786 t* 3 **^^ 


5PPFO-4 RE9E DE U CHASSE (3D (Iteer Ever Bel Ponneshcl R OSritar 4 IPS A McCabe 

-Bde rt wed- 

BEmNft 64 Rying Smner, 9-4 Jet Boys. 6-1 Craatry BJae, 7-1 tenfip Mree, 20-1 Bwetshder- 

nasteel. La C tenre , 2B-1 ottere 

199S Reesure StwEd 7 11 0 P Cameny u-1 (P Hottej 16 ran 


N0RTHBIN SADDLCR iras not raced smee iaa March but he wen his tua two races in 1995- 
96, three attagsther- each with Rfahaid Durmoody m the sadtfls. ten Hodges’s runner is 
on list 10» but shouldered 12st when he scored at Ascot m January, res other vtaones 
bemg at Newton Abbot a year ago and Worcester. ttorttende-Geaeral srart off torcume at 
Stratfisnf three waste ago on hts fret nm fiTr fted Mchote but ran as though fa need of the 
ouani drapofag away far fawth behind Eastern fitegc, 15 lengms adrtftrt tted-ptaced Nortb- 
«m Opthnfat Newfandaeenerai toft that nmner behind when gjtfig dmn by ihree-pews of 
a length to Zeradar Pt Worcester a weefc wer, wnh me thro 24 lengths away. With a 9t> 
ptotoMawteQ— I ebouM wan arotmd hra eraser ranrtngwsh Northern OptrnsL Ne ly ra l. 
Mmrer of trandkap hurtfe races at Bans* and Uttowter in May. was off the cause for ftw 
montha before hb chasingdebut faurth to Around The Gale. 

- • - NORTHEIfiy SADDLER 


211453 BtCKHOUSE B0ir(22S)ffhe Baioy Boys) NTwsuvOmb 6110*- 


111- SSMOREBUSWESS(34ri(PKBat»4JAKa^)PNktuls6llO A P McCoy 

3 33/1124- WEE WfaDY(302)(WEGria J GKfan 7110 RDraMDOdy 

-Sdacfared- 

BEHBtfc 4-T Sea Marc Mw, M Britera Boy, 5-1 Wee Windy 
1995: HI Of Tiflwr 6 11 0 A Ma0*e 7-2 © Nchotan) 9 ran 
Foma QUDE 

Only three go fix this but all are promreng types making the* fencing debuts. SEE MORE 
BUSINESS loote me ptet He would have been unbeaten « thra^potre-to-oorrrts the sea- 
son before last except for topping over at the final fence at ChaddesJey Corbett and he won 
his three races owr timber n 199&-96 - over cause and Usance, Yfancanson and Sandown. 
He struck Into himself on the galops and mssed the second had of the season but is now 
reported in good shape and hos schooled weO under Tony McCoy. Bockhouse Boy also 


3J55 


NIMBLE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 
130yds Penalty Value £2,785 

IDU- POTBrtWE (USA) (2to (CO) Ufin Weedeni M tee 5 12 0 A P McCoy 


121R60- MOMCASaUN (199) (DflArntsoseTuntxA A Jans 61113- 


1313404- MDiEHTOFGlDRY(297)(EQ[M>sI&ft}Mocr'>D6atiDfc)5 11 11 — RDmmndyB 
636501- PHAR FStte FUNKY C2C3) (D) c AUaya»H G &*tng5 112 fl Ponton 


31- NtnHIKIDDOVWnllE (369 (Df iCapr Mies Coring) T Forster 6 10 3 ^ Wynne 

6 0613^0 SAN DEGO CHARdt (7) (D) (In Tie Prii PSWl A Bsnoe 5 10 0 Ur R thomran (7) 

-Bdecfared- 

WnfaMii itegnt lOtt True handicap welgft c ton Diego Chager SBr 7ft. 

HETIW& 9-4 Potentate, 3-1 H u ttfagodowfifarat, 7-2 H ori caraa n, 4-1 Phar Fran Finny, 6-lMo- 

nert Of Gtey, 25-1 S« Dfagp auger 

1995: U^oeiwg tod 7 13 5 G Upton 4-1 (j King} 16 ran 




BEnnft 3-1 Herbert Bretenra* 7-1 Btoek Onrcft, late Of tM^sea. 8-1 
dy Road, Motes Jey, 10-1 Uacoa i ftprere, 12-1 oeus 
1995c Conti DEarurai 5 10 6 B Oltad 5-1 (G Bafefang) 5 ran 


DteaBrat lodge. Crane- 


1D5 Charge Parrot 
135 Lake Of Loughrca 
2J3S Tearftd Prtoce 
2.35 Gysart 


HYPERION 

3-10 Coome HBI 
3A5 Eskimo NeL 
4 AS Lady Rebecca 


Z05 


GOING: Good (Guoil to Pina in pfana,). 

■ Rtcht-hand, gsfioping coaree. Ran- m of 'JOOyd. 

■ Come fa NE oT own on B308I. Ttmplecranbe tnaboa f*errK+ from London, Water- 
loo) 4m. ADMISSION: Membra 114 (Juntore, 17 to 22 yrers fiftSOk THterealfa 19; 
Coarse (end eras to course) 14. (Under- 16s face boa afi endosurra). CAR PARK: Free. 




■ m 

■reiTHMr.-nuluaS WnBKPNNEHS: M Pipe — 34 winners from 1J4 rtmnrasgtro 
h success rUo of 27.4%, end ■ profit to a It levri ««kc of +116-76; P NktraDii -~18 

whuere, 109 nnmens J6.5*, -SU8.78; P Hobte — 17 tenner*, 307 runner*. 1-%9*L 
-14 Ml J PItraea— 16 winners. 63 rainera, 25.4*. +148 A3. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: RDttnwoody — 2S winner*, 124 rides, 23-4W, +138.57; Jte- 
bone— 14 wtanera.63 rites, 212%, +lfi.5»; APfifcCor— 1 1 wmnere. 66 ride*. I6.7H, 
-120^4; G Bimd»e» — 8 "fan*™, 34 ride*, 21 .0*, -A9-23- 
BTJNXK2KD FIRST TO ffit Big B e* Pm (3.10)- 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS; None. 

LONG- DISTANCE WJNNXXS: Dream* Bad |3A5) has been seat mfles by P Bowen 
ten H itverf or d wea. WW; Maa w r (4.1 6) A Sto rabffl mpba (.-06) seal 143 mfles 
toMJBobowDwntetfcSwa Green, East Sago. 


K J PKE & SONS NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£5£00 added 3m If UOyds Penalty Value £3)834 
«fl/M WN6US(USA)(to(CCtewD8BuMEr91110- 


(5b worse m out with binhei* on) after emptoying suen tacocs ai Kempion orto aeam lud 
to play second fiddle to Go Bafcsnc at Ascoi tost week. The handiuoper may luwe his mea- 
sure at present. Santo* reiians to chasing after nm mns over nurtfies. He £ on the same 
mart as when he won a nowoe chase at Untweter over Easter and s fighting fit The con 
astern Qomot may find his stamina stretched tv the fitely pace over this mp. with Ron Up 
Tb* Rag a better prospect. Selection: COOME HILL 


42/23*1 USHICUW(USN(14(UnWFarmrtAfayCBliBlid)AHc«bSl0111D— 0Biamw(7) 

6U3332- 6®S®YOU(16Q(t«DriCMariOC»7n9 IRKm»*iB 

0WUO4- THE BRlX) (20(9 (Mis JeraRBehcplO Sherwood 8 11 7 lOtecree 

04552D- CSaDWEN(233J(MBS&eahee«0TGie8l»d6ni FHteey 

62041-0 T0AHA PRWCEtUJCW tow* CMBTOei! 12111 - 
042244 OR NHI0(U) (PR RodkRfiPRodkM 61013- 


C4 


pup- 3 sitKfiafiU-PtifiRreMtAtoefteeraMFWmTlon. 
5556PU CARDDML RUE (14) Peer 7 Buds Mb VMOams 7 10 11 . 


-JS 

-S8ran*d> 


I ’> c I TANGLEFOOT ELITE HURDLE (CLASS A) (Grade 2) 

£20000 added 2m Penalty Value £12060 

512003' ARABHN BOLD 6561(08 (A CWIteraR Judes BIO 12 

30232-6 DREX1B £W (100} IM ffGPnca PBOMii BID 12 .RFamrt 


Jmur&n 
it tenant 


-TJ 


_P Htalty (9 


ID 1314-P5 nS6RNfl>tl4)irMn&VKsttecngChblxbJMDatte'71DlP— 

11 5US2-8 Cali- ME RhffiB B®) (Tfie Lsrth Aranf Psnnenrfai PHedffrB 105. 

12 6PP0f RAHKT GOSSP (M6 IR J Toi)l R After 6 10 4 

13 PQPO- RAQaaKMeD(Mt20qOteR»)nitMsDOdde}CEsmwi71or-..JAMcCtefar 

14 WPPP VARSX I (FR| DO) fttorwi Rpe teang U Hpe 9 10 1 0 Moore (7) 

-U {factored - 

BETTBK: 7-2 Harfiat Gossip, 92 God SpeadYoo, 5-1 T7w bud, 6-1 te Grand. ID-1 Deer Ctev, 12- 
1 IteteB, StnteB Nete. 14-1 < 

1995: necone s ptnttne race 


FW133- 6R01BID NUT POri RSf Ms R L Haddns) R EUMer 6 JO 12 . 
HARD TO REUSE (J W Afina® » HOQ^S ID ID 3 


U±1 


EBFTWnONAL HUNT NCWCE HURDLE (QUAUFB?) (CLASS 
n tioOO added 2m Penalty Value £2j600 

1 040-12 *A2»(U»IWWi*oteCb«ef)RRDrai51110 — — UrPOI Mbtn 

2 54- ADMRAL0RWtT(2a2H»teGKMcnferArtordN6aaee5110 IRRmb^ 

3 4834-7 CH«*M«W(U)»5«tenCF8ffliriUPte«lllO 

4 Swffltf(880)(Fdodadral*flDBto«9l5110 

5 p*araio(flni£ADBi (Joe Aafenj Difate 4 HO JAMcCwW 

6 1- suiaiWYMClfiri fffiftenaEfiah«hiltrfwBjMsJBaTHn411Q.— -- — RFtea ri 

7 0- SRE8PRW(252)(Hafl|tegaac«C9Hal ^4tt9 -. - .- I narriteh i g 

8 W CT«WBH^(Stei»^F»»tonsm5&TiBns»»s}R&i*ler<lfl0--BPratei 

-Sdactead- 

SEnB*: 7-4 CtodtolteTOt, 3-1 Ua^WHofl Feat, SftteTJwA-lAdBWararr. 15-1 We*t 

Bar Breozo* -20-1 otbera 

19S& Gunto 5 10 9 C Mauds 7-1 IN TtesavOfttoM 8 O" 

SKYER BUCK HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS £) ££000 added 
, 2m 5f Penalty Value £4,328 

1 FMB3PL DUHAUflWlflDGIS2B(CRBb»<eCR&'itf 9U12---— 

2 F415-8 THFOUfliffP^ W ^ *"*"'* 

3 613-FU4 irtrcnrio mniCA aafttaifamJDufcfl KMiy 8 11 6- ■■ • « ■ ■■ • ■ 

4 aTim {sSrwSuW Ori n fVfisMreoCteaOPIMicfeSUS P) 

5 B3W24- pam unflBtPri4fc>teBgriPQMiegllI12— — -.MtC B mmt H 

SB TO&wwwfateSariMteHyyaiAa. 

I TD-ttefteaD 

— ag tastoa 

&«%5BSSBli=ra35=3ri5S 
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oToEl WEST COUNTRY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS p) £7^00 added 
2m 6f Penalty Vaue £5^540 

5333-21 USSDCfiWEflEJCTBFDanieaflP Kehofc 8120 0Bmre*s(7) 

202138 SPAMU4G YASiHN AttiDr G Itene} P HoilK 4 11 9 BPcwNI 


33- BAjOGT (344) fffichcte Cooper) R tare 6113. 


D01111- GYSART DBS) (CmiDw Hon l*s BCObboMlM tee 7 U3. 


3PUKQ REAG«eSQIE(USA)(2D(Ms-W"SFrirtaniPMJi^41D12.. 
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dfififilA-lodm 
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421221 SPACE TRUCKER (44) (D)(l*s£ QueaSyl Us J Hsmnpon Qri) 5 10 IT JOateme 

KWIO-F HOPSAMBPOPStaiWnhOVtepyBwriRNrraaiMl Pttentej 
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er, 8-1 around Nat, 12-1 otter* 

1BK: tews 7 U 2 P HoSey 47 (D ESwjrm) 3 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

There is never any hanging around when Hops And Pup* is m the race and a strong pace 
vat suit (he insn ctuUenger SPACE TRUCHER.varo 0hs two mton an in* Bat. A 7b pus 
helped S pac e Trucker reverse Galway Hurdle form with Mystical City at Ustowei tost bme 
and he s developing into a useful hunter. Dreams End ran seven lengths behind m tne 
Gafway Hwtfie and e he fired by a 71b pill, He tree been running neV on the Ftai and has to 
be resumed after his strong- trusting fourth over a woefully inadequate mie a Newman-H 
tost Saturday. EsMrao Nri had a race (Wpe-opener on the Flat 11 days ago. her tost outing 
nr e May. She was a pro0BSS>vc mare over hradles first season end just trussed out on a 

rour-umer when ocaten a shon read rir CtfleTs Song at Sanoown last December. Tha re- 
cent Rat ren will haw set her up racay far thrs and Mie looks the one to beat at the weigils. 
Mtottogusa represens. me best ri tea seson’s juvendes. having been awardee second 
behind Paddy's Return In the Triumph Htnila altar Magical Lady was ousted for interference. 
Whether ftHtered b> her defeat o* Paddy's Return at Ncabury an her return, she is capable 
of going dose aguna the older brigade. Setoctfan: SPACE TRUCKER 


[4.15 


aio 


05 


BADGER BEER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) l PA ! 
£20^000 3m If UOyds Penalty Value £13^888 1. V^-'J 

2324-12 afl«f(24jlDennisTtorilKBaSEy81112 lOcboree 
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9-1 Ruo Up The Ftofc 16-1 flacfsoc Sarwah, Writ Brfufod 
ISffi: Ti® Of Peace 8 10 ll fi cariwd 16-1 IG Setongi 6 ibt. 

FORM GUIDE 

The ratwSy (fimnishlnG head Dy which Hbfland House Iwkl nnt a Chepstow m Mann is tna 
only ttotat for COOME MU. in nine ounnES - ft® pom-lo-pahts. trwee humar chases and 
an amateurs' haraacap at Chratarfoam 11 days ag>. He has done nothing out njrw and 
is wed aorm Ns ptacs fa tns stronger fine- up nth professoral handling far the first time. 
Straight Talk raid late tfas ftaU along at a gxc cBp. He jus nrecea out to Btg Bew Dub 
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WEAIHERBVS 5IARSOFTOMORRGW OPEN NATIONAL HUNT 
FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1,550 2m Penalty Value £1*59 

1- MKETUYOUDROP (181) IDaeh Uteri) PWereto5Ull L Curettes (7) 

2-1 UDTRaE0C4(2riiMrtneBiri(^{mdriMHVVMeriB411E Jttenant 

BWMnmflfeGBdtertiG&ttf«5114 B Offend 

SEWBDERED IPTahl fi FrOJt4 11 4 M A Hofetanrtfi 

80R0DMD [Vfa; ftiJHJ Coopart R Row 4 11 4 DffSuBren 

MRK CHALLENGER ilif5 CHv PatTBShp) Mr J Fttman -1 11 <3 Jtowrenc*(7) 

BOEavour (ra) liW- Rcbera M ffabats 4 11 a BPrarefl 

RU(iHMfl.[5iai»sGAfktai5lRFitKr511 4 IRnt 

XYIAM (HZflWKUAi AJfeU&4 11 4 Ifr Q SfiHhto (7) 


MBSED < nEHKICH(TEPtCteORIfacodi6 11 — 

MOTS BOV (CfiVMi Pas ^*8) 5 Ewfe 5 11 4 .... 

MGaSBOT{lB7)(DMU)m)Dlkyl4U4 

POT BUCK UK (UnK] P Htote 5 11 4 . 


QUW 6AOE (F8J IB A fiipandil M Ptt 4 U A , 


00- SORES DREAM (217HW E JOflH J M Bradley 5 11 4 

ST6IlARRJBCE[VteRJFefaer>JOShHvrad5114 

2- WHfTVWRIH (USA) p33) IWaJNe«IJGThcmer4 114_ 

9 BPSIALTOnC (421) tecngi A Jwee 6 10 13. 
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INTERNATIONAL FOOTBALL The home nations continue their World Cup qualifying campaigns with the spotlight on three captains t ^ . ;3 ?’ 0 

Adams to 


lead by 


example 


The England defender talks to Ian Ridley 
about his return to captaincy and sobriety 


T oday, on the S4ih day of 
the rest of his life. Tony 
Adams returns to captain 
England against Georgia in a 
World Cup qualifying match in 
Tbilisi. This one should not be 
confused with the Adams with 
attitude, angry face contorted 
and arm seemingly ever aloft ap- 
pealing for offside: defender on 
the pitch, defensive off it. 


The Tony Adams who spoke 
sterdav. with a new softness 


yesterdav. with a new softness 
in his voice, of his gratitude at 
being restored to a sanity in his 
life, as well as the leadership of 
his country, was one reborn out 
of the humiliation that active al- 
coholism inflicts. In its place, we 
had a humility that rccoveiy 
from the illness - - 


inspires. Now 
he just folds his 
hands up. 

.Adams had 

always been Tb/ffsJ. tods 
able to cover Group Two 
up his drinking l 

with consistent HHj 

performances SSL } 

for Arsenal and S — 
England, solid 
and depend- 
able. if some- 
times closed 
by the highest 
quality of strik- 
er at interna- 
tional level. 

Such was the 
fierce intensity 

of his desire to 

succeed at Euro 96 that be 
white-knuckled his way through 
May and June without a drink. 

After England's exit from the 
competition in (he semi- 
final, and with more knee surgery 
pending - seven pain-killing in- 
jections saw him through the 
tournament - he hit the bottle 
again. Six weeks later, his mar- 
riage also failing, he was in a de- 
spair that no footballing 
disappointment can match. 

One morning in August, a 
new season in the offing, he 
woke up. took a look at the man 
in the mirror and despised the 
reflection. His team-mate Paul 
Merson had done it; now he 
knew he had to. A day at a time, 
he has not had a drink for 
those S4 days and the change in 
behaviour and attitude was 
there for all to see yesterday. 

“I have been this person who 
has had this mask on for all 
these years,” he said slowly 
and thoughtfully. “I have had a 
good look at myself, warts and 
all. and 1 think l am changing 


fat Boris Paiehadze stadium, 
Tbiffsf; today, 12.0 GMT) 


in lots of wavs.' 


His relief at being released 
from a personal prison worse 
than the real one in which he 
was banged up for a stretch for 
drink-driving five years ago was 
evident. 

Looking lean -“Well, Pm not 
drinking Guinness” - but not 
mean, he was polite and indul- 
gent. with a wit that surprised. 
When did he know he would be 
captain? “I had an idea when 
Glenn started calling me ‘Skip'," 
he said. It was a far cry from the 
figure who took the intercom on 
the plane trip home from a suc- 
cessful raid on Auxerre with Ar- 
senal and sarcastically thanked 
the press for winding up the 
team by writing them off. 

He could also 
be assertive 
without being 
aggressive when 
something dis- 
12.0 GM7) . pjeased him. 

“It's becoming 
p w P J- f a Ptt a trend, all this 

2 2 0 0 5 1 .8 . rr • ». 

2 2 0 0 4 L 6 Stuff. 15X3 t it: 

4 2 2 J - i ? 2 someone won- 
20 o 2 i 6 o dered. “I don't 
mean it to be.” 
he said. “I need- 
ed to do it for 
me, trend or no 
trend. But I 
don’t think 
some of us need 
iL I need iL” 
And England 
need Adams. 

Physical and 

emotional pain meant him miss- 
ing Moldova, while it was ear- 
ly days in his recuperation from 
the wounded knee when Poland 
came around last month, a 
game in which the defence 
looked alarmingly vulnerable at 
times. Since then, his form has 
been splendid as be seeks to 
graft more thought on to the de- 
pendability under the tutelage 
of> Arsine Wenger, whose 
coaching he is enjoying. 

“Like any other human being. 
I like a bit of praise and recog- 
nition," Adams said. “I think I 
have been playing well.’’ He 
wants, he added, to be judged 
as a captain and footballer, 
rather than any role model. “A 
player who goes out and tries his 
best, with a commitment to be- 
ing the best footballer he can be, 
for people to say; ‘He’s got a few 
qualities everyone can look at.' 

“I think any kids out there 
should look at the player. How 
many games he has played, 
how many times he has played 
for his country,” he added And 
although Adams does not like 



for banned 




PHIL SHAW 
reports from Glasgow 


Scotland were last night forced 
to admit defeat in their attempt 







to persuade Frfa, me governing 
body of world football, that 
Gary McAllister should be al- 
lowed to lead them in tomor- 
row’s World Cup qualifying 
match against Sweden at Ibrox. 

Following a day of frenzied 
far and phone actndty between 
Glasg ow and Zurich, in which 
the Scots challenged the valid- 
ity of McAllister’s suspension 
for the game, the national man- 
ager, Craig Brown, said: “We 
made an appeal, or a request for 
clarification, but the decision 
was that Gary was ineligible.’’ 

The Scodand captain was due 
to sit out last month's ID -fated 
Group Fourfixture in Estonia af- 
ter incurring a one-game ban, 
and did not ap- 
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pear for the 
three-second 
farce. When 
Fife informed 
the Scottish FA 
that fee Tallinn 
game bad to be 
replayed, it also 
confirmed feat 
McAllister’s 
suspension now 
applied to the 
visit of fee 
Swedes. 

That seemed 
to be the end of 
the matter. But 


SCOTLAND v 
SWEDEN 


yesterday the 
SEA’s media li- 
aison officer, 

David Findlay, 
revealed feat 
its chief execu- 
tive, Tim Party, 
had put “perti- 
nent • ques- 
tions” to Fife about McAllister’s 
position. These, be added, were 
“making them think very seri- 
ously about fee decision'’. 

Sufficiently seriously, it tran- 
spired, for Fife to reconvene their 
disdpfinmy committee in emer- 
gency session by phone, only for 
the original ruling to be upheld. 

The issue appears unlikely to 
go away, whatever fee result of 
tomorrow’s game. Scotland are 
understandab ly keen to hear an 
explanation as to why Lennart 
Johansson, a Swede, reported- 
ly chaired the enquiry mto the 
phantom fixture in Thllinn. Jo- 
hansson is vice president of 
Fife as well as president of 
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No longer kicking over the traces: Tony Adame gets down to training In Tbilisi 


Photograph: Allsport 


to project, he does concede that 
a 50th cap, five games down fee 
line, would thrill him. 

“1 think Glenn knows I have 
changed,” be said, and elabo- 
rated neatly — it Is, after all. ul- 
timately impossible to divorce 
fee person from the player. 
“To footballing terms, 1 have 
tried to lead by example. I'm do- 
ing it more for myself now. If I 
get myself performing to fee 
best of what Tony Adams can 
do, then I am going to help 
everyone else. 

“I said to the players at Ar- 
senal; ‘Look, you might not get 
fee verbals or a kick up fee 
backside like you used to, but 
have a look at me. I can assure 
you I win be giving 100 per cent, 
my best for the team. I am run- 
ning and heading and kicking 
for me and for you.’ 


“If! see someone not pulling 
their weight or not doing some- 
thing, then I am only human. I 
will talk to them. But there are 
certain ways of putting thing; 
over. There is a thm line and you 
can go over fee top a bit. I have 
seen certain players go over the 
line. If it's all verbal, it goes in 


one ear and out of another. If you 
are constructive with it, it works." 


are constructive with it, it works." 

Although he always admired 
George Graham - indeed, was 
the symbol of his management 
- fee change at Arsenal has also 
been appropriate to him, wife 
fee central role in a three-man 
defence mirroring what will be 
expected in Hod die’s England. 

"It opened up new fields for 
me.” he said. “With George 
Graham for eight years I was 
suppressed in the way I was play- 
ing. He wanted a particular 


style of playing, a bade four, and 
we afl want to please our boss. 
Besides, be got success wife it 

“Going into a. different sys- 
tem when he left. I have been 
able to express myself a bit mae 
and I think a few people have 
been surprised that maybe I can 
play a bit. But I do think it is im- 
portant in that position to be 
able to defend. 

“Some people have talked 
about a Glenn Hoddle-type 


player in there, but sooner or 
later you have to head and 


later you have to head and 
kick the balL At some stage, fee 
other team is going to attack 
and 1 would rather have a de- 
fender in there. I can bring fee 
ball out a little bit, but then I 
give it to Gazza or whoever." 

Ah, Gazza. Has Adams spo- 
ken to him? “He has asked me 
about things once or twice. But 


I'm not here to change anyone 
else. I am happy wife myself." 

It has, he admitted, been 
difficult with Paul Merson hav- 
ing withdrawn from fee squad. 
But he has been talking to “fee 
right people”. At £7.50 a minute 
to telephone England, it is a 
costly business. “That's for fee 
FA,” he said wife a smile. 

Clearly, he did not get sober 
to get sombre, serious business 
as it afl is. I ventured that I had 
written last week in a match re- 
port that when his brow was 
stitched and dressed against 
Wimbledon, it was fee first 
time he had been plastered in 
months. “Yeah, good one," he 
replied, langhmg. By retaining 
the best of the old and har- 
nessing fee new, England could 
now see the very best of fee new 
Tony Adams. 


The Scots have also learned 
that. Johansson was inter- g 
viewed oa televirion at half- 
time during Sweden's home 
defeat by Austria, which was 
played later in the same day as 
the match In Estonia. He is 
said to have remarked that 
Scotland's game would clear- 
ly have to be replayed, which 
could be seen as p re-judging 
the affair before he could have 
known all the circumstances. 

As fee political intrigue rum- 
bled bn yesterday. Brown ef- 
fectively had to prepare two 
teams. One included McAllis- 
ter, the other, slippered by 
Colin Hendry, did nor, “We’ve 
bad to play without Gary four 
times in fee past few years," 
Brown said. “We won three and 
drew one. He's a tremendous- 
ly influential player, but we 
must condition fee fans and the 
team that it’s not a disaster to 
lose any one 
individual." 

Sweden's 
manager, Tbm- 
my Svensson, 
earlier voiced 
the fear feat 
Scotland were ^ 
turnin g fee fix- *■ 
ture into a . 
grudge match#* 
Brown hoped”- 
to disabuse him 
of the notion, 
recalling fondly 
the welcome 
the Scots re- 
ceived in 
Gothenburg 
and Norrkop- 
ing during Euro 
92, and antici- 
pated instead a 
game of tactical 
cat and mouse. 

In the ab- 
sence of bis 


principle play-maker, Brown 
picks from “a clutch of young 


Uefa, the ruling body for Eu- 
ropean football, and while fee 
SEA is anxious not io be seen 
to be questioning his impar- 
tiality, it does not appear to have 
been the most judicious of ap- 
pointments. 


picks from “a clutch of young 
alternatives”. 

• The game, only fee eighth 
Scotland have played at home 
in Brown’s 28-match reign, is 
close to a 50,000 sell-ouL The 
Scots would have gone into ac- 
tion as leaders had they been 
awarded fee 3-0 walkover they 
were led to believe was theirs 
after Estonia’s no-show. Should 
they win, no Fifa edict canpre- 
vent their going top. 

SCOTLAND (Probable; 3-5-2): LaUiton 
(Hibernian): Cahtanmod (Tottenham), _ 
Hendry (Blackburn), Boyd (Celtic): Bur$ 
ley (Chases), B McKUay (Blackburn)” 
Lambert (Borussh Dortmund). CoBmy 
(Monaco). T McKMatr (Celtic); D Jack*-, 
son (Hibernian), HcCmat (Rangcra) o? ■ } 
McGMay (Bolton). 


SWEDEN (Probable; 4-4-2): RaveB (1FK 
Cotfien&urtfJ. R NDsson (Hetewi 


Gothenburg), R NBssoa (He Isn 

AndameoD (Bomsaia Moncheng. 

BJoridund (Rangers). Sandmen (AIK 
Stockholm); Zettertarg (Anderiecht). Th- 
orn (Roma). Schwarz (Rorentina). 
Btomqvtst (IFK Gothenburg); K Andera- 
son (Bologna). DahHn (BorussB 


Duberry 
hits late 


Jones made Wales captain by popular demand 


TREVOR HAYLETT 


winner 


IAN GORDON 


reports from Batumi 
Georgia Under-21 
England Under-21 


Mii-Iuc 1 Duberry snatched a 
Life winner as England's Under- 
21 side successfully came 
through a fraught joumey to 
one ol the most remote outposts 
ol European football yesterday. 

The Chelsea defender pro- 
duced .in 8 Lst-niinutc winner to 
send England hack to the top 
of their European Under-21 
Championship qualifying 
group. However, Peter Taylor’s 
side were put through one of the 
«or>l journeys of their lives on 
an aircraft that would have not 
passed any stringent European 
safety guidelines. 

Petrol fumes tilled the cabin, 
seat-bells were missing and 
many of the seats were broken 
for the 30-minute joumey to the 
port of Batumi on the Caspian 
Sea. about 200 miles east of the 
capital. Tbilisi. 

England's opponents were 
also on the flight but. for long 
periods they showed no 31-ef- 
fects as they dominated the 
game. But Duberry punished 
them for their poor finishing 
when he struck near the end. 
The stand-in captain, Nicky 
Butt, found Ipswich's James 
ScuwccofL who played fee ball 
hack for Duberry to hammer 
home into fee bottom comer. 

GEOfWA UND€R-2t: tebfijctF; kAtfft tsig ■ 

tote*. DuLse, Khupta. f Matte. 

:&>. Kiuuda. GjUmcwi*, s^au. pois- 
f&vena. usjvJl. Mate lAsnseto. 87). 


He was not even considered 
good enough for the squad last 
lime, but five weeks on. Vtnnie 
Jones has reclaimed his place 
with Whies and furthermore, re- 
turns to fee side as captain. Eng- 
land go into this World Cup 
weekend wife a recovering al- 
coholic as team leader, so why 
not a footballing warrior who 
has been dismissed 12 times in 
a chequered career? 

Desperate situations call for 
desperate measures and at least 
Jones will ensure that Wales' 
commitment will be total in 
Eindhoven tonight when they 
attempt to revitalise their qual- 
ifying campaign by prising a 


point or more from a Dutch side 
which crushed them in Cardiff 
last month. 

Jones owes his promotion to 
a vote among those surviving 
players Bobby Gould has taken 
to the Netherlands following a 
debilitating series of with- 
drawals. “We had a democrat- 
ic vote and the players chose 
Vinnic,” Gould said. “They 
knew who they wanted to lead 
them.” 

The manager admits feat in 
some quarters fee decision will 
be seen as a “bad day for foot- 
ball”, although in Jones' de- 
fence. he cannot be accused of 
beating up anyone, at least not 
off fee field. ’ 

“I've always said Vrnnie was 
underrated, but we’ll have to 


make sure his enthusiasm does 
not bubble out before he gets 
on to fee pilch,” Gould said. 

It is Jones' sixth cap and an- 
other important career mile- 
stone for a player who 
seemingly bas always been fight- 
ing a battle to prove himself 
against those who say he not 
only lacks the talent to play at 
fee highest level, but feat his 
machismo tendencies do fee 
game a disservice. 

“I have not been so emo- 
tional for a long time.” said 
Jones, who owes his qualifica- 
tion to a Welsh grandfather and 
who bears a dragon tattooed on 
his chest. “That's how it makes 


you feel when your fellow pro- 
fessionals vote you their captain 


fcssionals vote you their captain 
and leader.” 


Leaving aside fee captaincy, 
it is not easy to justify Jones' in- 
clusion when set alongside 
Gould’s contention feat Wiles 
suffered in Cardiff because of a 
propensity to lose possession. 

“We can’t allow them to have 
as much of fee ball as they had 
last time because they use it so 
welL It’s backs to fee wall stuff, 
but if we dig in and show char- 
acter, then we can get a result." 

The rest of fee side will not 
be disclosed until just before 
kick-off. Apart from the regu- 
lar captain, Barry Horne, Gould 
is deprived of Ryan Giggs, 
Chris Coleman and Nathan 
Blake. Mark Hughes is sus- 
pended and Ian Rush would ap- 
pear to have been consigned to 
fee history books. 


A month ago. fee Dutch 
were similarly compromised bv 
a lengthy absentee list, although 
fee calibre of feeir replace- 
ments meant they were able to 
win comfortably in fee end af- 


NETHERLANDS 
v WALES 


Portugal 
in need 


ter Wales, through the bril- 
liance of Neville Southall, had 
defended Dean Saunders’ ear- 
ly goal for almost an hour. 

This time Dennis Bergkamp. 
Marc Overmars and Michael 
Reiziger are afl available for se- 
lection, whfle Pierre Van Hooij- 
donk. the Celtic striker whose 
substitution and subsequent pair 
of goals swung fee game, is ex- 
pected to overcome a calf strain. 

The class gap glaringly obvi- 
ous at the Arms Park might 
come to look relatively narrow 
by nine o’clock this evening. 



of points 


Passport problem for McAteer Irish to play the German way 


Jason McAteer. the Liverpool 
midfield player, has been forced 
to go to court to dear himself 
to play for the Republic of Ire- 
land in tomorrow's World Cup 
qualifying match against Iceland 
at Lansdowne Road. 

McAteer made a two-minute 

appearance at BaUybav Dis- 


trict Court in Co Monaghan yes- 
terday to seek Irish citizenship. 

The 25-year-old did not pos- 
sess an Irish passport, and fee 
Irish Football Association chief 
executive. Bernard O'Byrne, 
said: “Under new Fifa laws, we 
must present Irish passports to 
fee official observer before each 
match. This matter was only 
brought to our notice before the 
recent game with Macedonia, so 
we’ve been sorting it out. 

“In fee past, two or three 
plovers did not carry Irish pass- 
ports but we will present IS Irish 
passports to the observer before 
the game. There is absolutely no 
question that Jason does not 
qualify to play for us.” 
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John Aldridge and Tony Cas- 
carino have also had similar 
passport problems sotted out in 
fee past month. 

Mick McCarthy, fee Repub- 
lic manager, has yet to dedde 
whether Roy Keane’s comeback 
will be in central defence or his 
norma] Manchester United 
midfield role. Keane has been 
playing in defence in practice 
matches and McCarthy said: “I 
wanted to see how Roy fitted 
into the position as I alreadv 
know his qualities in midfield. ^ 

Bolton's Gudni BcrgsSOO. 
who had been hoping to set a 
new Icelandic record with 72 
caps, has been ruled out, and 
Iceland are also without Bjar- 
ki and Amur Gunnlaugssotu 
twin brothers who have been 
regulars. The only English- 
based player in the team is 
Stoke's Lares SiguTdsson. al- 
though the former Sheffield 
Wednesday and Arsenal mid- 
fielder Siggi Jonsson is also in 
fee 18-man squad. 


(at Lansdowne Road 
tomorrow, Xt 
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Bryan Hamilton plans to copy 
fee main ingredient of German 
success in an attempt to put 
Northern Ireland's qualifying 
challenge back on track in 
Nuremberg today. 

Hamilton openly admits his 
admiration for the European 
champions, who will be return- 
ing to home soil for the first time 
since feeir Euro 96 triumph. 

“Despite their great individ- 
uals, fee emphasis is always on 
team work and togetherness. 
That’s something I have tried 
hard to instill into ray players,*' 
said Hamilton, who knows that 
a defeat will kill any hope of qual- 
ification following a 1-0 home 
loss to Ukraine and a 1-1 draw 
wife Armenia. 

The Irish go into the game 
wife a remarkable record of not 
having lost in any of feeir last 
four meetings with the Ger- 
mans. and two victories at the 
qualifying stage of the 1984 Eu- 
ropean Championship installed 
them as fee only team to have 


ever recorded Such a double 
over a nation always at the top 
of the international holder. “I 
hope our recent good record 
plays on their minds," said 
Hamilton, whose side fenced a 
1-1 draw against Vbgts* men in 
a pie-£urow friendly in Belfast. 

Hamilton is withholding his 
team selection, but Nigel Wor- 
thington is expected to replace 
the unwefl Keith Rowland at left 
back, while the Leicester de- 
fender Cofin Hill could be giv- 
en a midfield rerfe. That would 
mean the captain, lain Dowie, 
ploughing a lone furrow up 
front, wife Keith Gillespie and 
Michael Hughes given orders to 
support quickly oa fee counter- 
attack, 

Germany are beset by injury 
problems, with Christian Ziege, 
Matthias Saramer, Mehmct 
Scholl, Mario Easier, Thomas 
Hehner and Steffen Freund all 
ruled out The midfielder Dieter 
Eflts is also struggling with a 
knee problem. 
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Portugal go into today's World 
Cup qualifier against Ukraine 
knowfogfeat anything but a win 
could jeopardise feeir chances 
of reaching fee 1998 finals in 
France. “We must win or thingp 
are going to get very compli- 
cated,” feeir coach, Artur Jorge, 
said. 

After impressing in Euro 96 
last summer, the talented but in- 
consistent Portuguese have just 
one victory in three games in 
their campaign to reach fee fi- 
nals for only the third fene. TOfe 
Germany also in Group Ip, 
fee Portuguese need marimiA 
points against the Ukrainian^® 
ter losing 2-1 in Kiev last monih. 

Ukraine, who head the group 
with a maximum six points from 
two games, will be boosted by 
fee return of midfielder Hen- 
oady Orlm, whose Russian dub 
Rotor \blgograd had refused to 
release him for the home game. 
“Jt is going to be difficult. From 
now on, there are no easy 
games but we are optimistic ami 
convinced that we can put on a 
good display," Jorge said. . 

Like Ukraine. Yugoslavia 
also have a 100 per-cent record. 
They face the Czech Republic 
in Belgrade's Red Star stadium 
tomorrow looking to mak e it 
four wins out of four in Group 
Six. They have scored 17 goals 
and conceded just two, but will 
be without the injured Milan 
pbymaker. Dejan Savicevic, to- 
morrow. 

The Norwegian coaclyjtgil 
Olsen, has opted for a 4-5- 
mation against Switzerianxp 
Berne today, which means feat ' 
Manchester United’s Ole Gun- 
□ar Solskjaer and Southamp- 
ton's Egil Ostenstadt are 
competing for one place in at- 
tack - along wife the three 
other strikers in the squad. 
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Money said his 


3 Me ! 
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Clyde loaned them 


ICS 


As cups gp, the Scottish League 
Challenge Cup is hardly the most 
SJamorous. But it is better than noth- 
ing. which was the contents of 
Stranraer's non-existent trophy 
room before last Sunday, when 
they beat St Johnstone to win the 
first cup in their 126-year history. 

And 'if someone, somewhere, 
used that most enduring of football 
cliches and predicted that “they’d be 
dancing in the street of Stranraer”- 
weU, they were right. The players cd- 
ebrated with a huge ceilidh vrtrichwifl 

prohaWy never be bettered m the tiny 
seaside town. Their manager, Camp- 
bell Money, tongue firmly in cheek, 
admitted: “Aye, there was a highland 
party. I was in the town, it was quite 
an experience” - which was quite an 
understatement 

The ciub chairman, Graham 


Rodgers, was another who had had 
{“* W® Annly in his cheek when 
he had promised before the final 
that he would have a trophy room 
builtat stair Park if Stranraer won 
me Cup. “Now he'll have th»r. to pay ■ 
for, as well as the win bonuses,”said 
the captain, Tbny Gallagher. “He’ll 
be sick.’; 

But not as sick as Danny Griffin, 
a promising Northern Ireland in- 
ternational. Griffin must have been 
as unwell as the proverbial parrot — 
and probably wished he had not 
turned down Derby's £lm offer 
during the summer (his girlfriend 

Omviroirvfln ‘ I. 


side’s victory was down to the lucky socks 
i because theirs clashed with St Johnstone's 


— because it was his own goal t ha t 
won the cup for part-timers 
Stranraer in the 26th minute. 

One of the most unique 
of sport is its ability to bnng as ranch 


delight- or despair - to a crowd re- 
gardless of its size. So the fens who 
did theirbest to fin Clyde’s new 8,700 
all-seated Broadwood Stadium will 
certainly remember the day just as 
dearly as the Foster’s Melbourne 
Cup win Unger in the memories of 
the 90, 1 49who turned out two days 
later for one of the biggest days in' 
the racing calendar. ' 

Coincidentally, the race was won 
by the Australian-trained horse. 
Saintly, who wiped the grass with the 
4-1 favourite Oscar Schindler and 
the rest of the European chal- 
lengers;, while at Broadwood the 
Saints, in the shape of the First Di- 
vision favourites St Johnstone, lost 
by a nose (or an outstretched leg). 

As far as Stranraer were con- 
cerned, though, the size of the 
crowd. was the only disappointing 


Olivia Blair 



ON SATURDAY 


aspect of the day. A meagre crowd 
of 5,522 hardly merited the platform 
of Hampden Park. 

A former St Mirren goalkeeper, 
Money (which is something Stran- 
raer don't have a lot ofithe most the 


dub has ever received for a player 
was £30,000, the most they have ever 
shelled out just half that figure) 
joked after the game that his side's 
victory was down to the lucky socks 
Clyde loaned them because their 
own bine ones clashed with St 
Johnstone's kit. 

“They did ns a good ram,” Mon- 
ey said, “and well be keeping the 
socks.” But it is not the first time 
Lady Luck has played a key role in 
the Challenge Cup final, nor is it 
the first time an underdog has 
won the day. 

Last season Stenhousemuir (past 
masters at upsetting Cup applecarts 
- they had previously dumped Ab- 
erdeen out of the Scottish Cop) beat 
Dundee United 5-4 on penalties to 
win a trophy for the first time in their 
111-year history. They put the vic- 


tory down to their keeper’s vision, 
or lack of it. Roddy McKenzie 
dived to his left and saved Craig 
Brewster's crucial penalty - because 
he thought It was Owen Coyle tak- 
ing the kick, and he had been told 
to dive left if Coyle took one. 

Money is hoping the victory will 
put a dub which is “miles from any- 
where*’ on the map. Stranraer’s 
rpain c laim to fame is 3$ the gate- 
way to Northern Ireland: on any 
match day you're likely to find the 
town seething with Celtic and 
Rangers fans, Meaiycyed from a trip 
over on the ferry from supporters' 
dubs in Ulster. Stranraer fans are 
harder to come by. Last season's 
average home crowd was just 624, 
weD down on the average of 1.541 
in 1994-95 - just over five per cent 
of the town’s population. 


Chelsea complete 
£4.5m Zola signing 





Football 

RUPERT METCALF 

Chelsea last night completed the 
£4 3m signing of Gianfranco 
Zola from the SerieA side Par- 
ma. The Italian international at- 
■ | lacking midfielder wiU arrive in 
London next week, and the 
Stamford Bridge dub have not 
4^1 denied reports that he has been 
offered wages of about £25,000 
per week as part his three-and- 
a-half-year deal. 

It has transpired that Parma 
have been keen to unload Zola 
after he feil out with their 
coach, Carlo Ancelotti, and the 
Italian club will doubtless be 
very happy with such a fee for 
a 30-year-old. The transfer was 


- completed in Italy by Colin 
Hutchinson, Chelsea’s manag- 
ing director, but the first moves 
were made by Riccardo Sog- 
Hano, Parma’s sporting director, 
when he flew to London earli- 
er this week. It is believed he ' 
also spoke to Manchester Unit- 
ed, Tottenham and Newcastle. 

Celtic have lost their quest to 
earn a fee for the Scotland 
midfielder, John Collins, who 
moved to Monaco in the sum- 
mer on a free transfer, after the 
expiry of his contract, thanks to 
the “Bosnian” legislation. . 

Celtic argued that they 
should receive a fee for Collins, 
as Monaco is not a European 
Union state, but yesterday Kfa, 
football's governing body, ruled 
Celtic’s claim invalid because 


Monaco are members of the 
French Football Federation. A 
Celtic spokesman said: "This is 
die second bad result for Scot- 
land from Fifa in two days.” 

However, Celtic have been al- 


posed earlier this season for 
using unlicensed agents to se- 
cure the transfer of Alan Stubbs 
from Bolton. Celtic were fined 
£42,000 and Stubbs £28,000. 

Stan CoUymorewiD turn out 
for Liverpool’s reserves today 
against Sheffield Wednesday 
at Anfield, and thus avoid an- 
other heavy fine. He was pe- 
nalised two week’s wages for not 
showing up for a second-team 
game against Tranmere last 
Wednesday, but after talks with 
his agent he has decided not to 


cause further conflict with his 
employers. 

Rangers have decided not to 
appeal against a four-match 
European suspension given yes- 
terday to Plaul Gascoigne for his 
red card in the last month’s 
Champions' League match at 
Ajax. The England midfielder 
has already served one matdi of 
the ban. Rangers were also 
fined £2^00 for collecting three 

ThePfofessionaf^ofcafiers’ 
Association chief executive, 
Gordon Thylor, has denied re- 
ports that his union will be un- 
able to help David Busst, the 
Coventry defender who has 
had to retire after suffering a 
broken leg at Manchester Umt- 
ed.last Easter- 
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magnificent fightback 



NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 


Huddersfield Tbwn came bade 
from a ihree-goaldefiqt to draw 
3-3 with Bradford .City in their 
First Division match at the 
McAlpine Stadium-last-, night 
ThevisitorS'toofcthe-iead 
through Chris Wfeddle after six 
minutes and further goals by 
John Dreyer and Robert Steiner 
put the home side 3-0 down 
after 3&minutes. 

Paul Dalton pulled one back 
four minutes later and on die 
verge of half-time Ian Lawson 
made it 3-2. '■ 

Huddersfield carried on 
where they left off in the second 
half and Gary Crosby equalised 
after 48 minutes. Surprisingly, 


given what had gone on before, 
that ended the scoring. * 

West Bromwich Albion will 
attempt to improve the worst 
home record in the First Divi- 
sion against Port Vale today 
with Richard Sneekes urging the 
crowd to suppprtthe manager, 
Akto Supporters de- 

manded his resignation after the 
last home game, a goalless draw 
with Bradford tity; which was fol- 
lowed by a 4-0_ defeat-.at 
Portsmouth last weekend. 

‘The way the fans started 
calling for Buckley’s&ead after 
the Bradford gamewasout of or- 
der because he has dime every- 
thing he can for Albion,” 
Sneekes said. “He can put his 
work in all week bat, once we are 
out on the pitch, then the re- 


n it* 

pa} 



spon&bility lies with the players 
and we have let the supporters 
and the manager down.”. 

POit Vhle are to revert to the 
4-5-1 system which has brought 
recent away league wins at 
Wolves and Huddersfield, with 
Lee Milk expected to make-way 
for midfielder Stuart lhlbot and 
Tbny Naylor a lcme striker. ■ 
Steve Guppy is expected to 
hare recovered from the back in- 
jury suffered in the pre-match 
warm-up at the Manor Ground, 
while captain Nefl Aspin has 
shaken off a knee problem. 

The Albion-Vhle game is one 
of only three today in the First 
Division, following the post- 
ponement of several fixtures due 
to international commitments. 
Portsmouth will be looking to 


Lee Bradbury to continue his re- 
cent good form as they aim to 
complete a hat-trick of victories 
when they, visit Oldham. Brad- 
bury, signed from non-league 
Cowes at the start of last season, 
is enjoying a run of five goals in 
seven games. . 

Portsmouth are set to give a de- 
but to David HUlier, signed from 
Arsenal, after he shook off a foot 
injury suffered in a reserve match. 
He will replace Alan McLaugh- 
lin, on duty for the Republic of 
Ireland, while Htzroy Simpson is 
■ serving a one-match ban. 

The Tbttenham defender 
Jason Cundy will try and patch 
up an injury-ravaged defence as 
he makes his debut on loan to 
Ipswich in their home match 
with Southend. 



Kan Woosnam (left) and Ernie Els wait before teeing off for the third round of the 
Johnnie Walker Super four in ManHa yesterday. Els leads by two strokes from Woosnam 
and CoDn Montgomerie after the round Photograph: Mike Cooper/Allsport 


The club's nickname is hardly 
original (the Blues) but it docs re- 
flect the maritime connection, as 
(joes the current sponsor. Stena 
Line. Stranraer are actually the 
third oldest club in Scotland, but 
were not admitted to the Scottish 
League until 1955. since when the 
supporters have had precious little 
to cheer about Alex McAnespie led 
them to the Second Division title in 
1993-94, a glorious season com- 
memorated in a labour of love by 
Gtarles Rigg; a book called “124 
Years On". However. McAnespie's 
departure was anything but glorious: 
he was given his marching orders in 
the car park of Forrhhank stadium 
after a defeat by Stirling Albion last 
March.. Well, football does haw a 
way of surprising you when - and 
where - you least expect it. 


Ivanisevic 
rushes to 
last four 

Tennis 


Goran Ivanisevic is not wasting 
any time in Moscow. On Thurs- 
day he was on court for 36 
minutes in his win over Switzer- 
land's Jakob Hiasek and yes- 
terday the Croat took just 56 
minutes to defeat Petr Korda of 
the Czech Republic 7-5, 
6-0 and advance to the semi- 
finals of the Kremlin Cup. 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov, the 
tournament’s home-town 
favourite and the top seed, de- 
feated Byron Black of Zim- 
babwe 7-6, 6-2 and will now 
meet - the Germany David Pri- 
nosil in today's semi-finals while 
Ivanisevic will play Alex 
O'Brien of the United" States. 

The Swiss teenager Martina 
Hingis stayed on course for a 
first meeting with Monica Seles 
in Sunday's final but said she 
was disappointed with her game 
as she reached the semi-finals 
of the Bank of the West Clas- 
sic in Oakland, California. 

Hingis, the third seed, beat 
Linda Wild 6-3, 6-2 in just 58 
minutes, setting up a semi-final 
today against either the second- 
seedal American, Lindsay Dav- 
enport, or the fifth seed. Brenda 
SchuJtz-McCarthy of the 
Netherlands. Hingis, 16, has 
defeated eight players in the top 
10 this year. 

“It was such a bad match,” 
said Hingis, ranked seventh in 
the world. “It was not very in- 
teresting... I was angry and dis- 
appointed that I couldn’t make 
the shots I wanted.” 

The Russian Elena Lflchovt- 
seva surprised the fourth seed, 
Mary Joe Runandez, 6-3, 6-1. 
and the Romanian Irina Spirlea 
beat Paola Suarez, of Argentina. 
6 - 2 , 6 - 1 . 


MAJOR WEEKEND FOOTBALL FIXTURES AND POOLS CHECK 
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Crowds;! BaskrtbaH 

' NBA: Ortando 106 New Jvsoy 95 fln Tokyo): 
Houston 110 Denver 108 (00; Sanaa 103 
Phoenix 98; Portland 96 MmwsotB 94 (01); 
New York 105 Golden State 100; Atlanta 91 
SeosmentD 87. 

Crfckat 

Peter Moores, the new Sussex captan, 
yesterday refused to take further stars 
to persuade Ian Salisbury to stay wrth 
the dub. Sussex have offered the k*- 
spjimer a Bv»-year contract with the 
premise of a benefit but SBGstuy is said 
to be coresidertng oftre from Northamp- 
tonshire and Surrey, 
tenya have cancelled a three-week tour 
to Australia In December and January 
becausa of a lack of fends, 
sttwai champ**** ttopwtourna- 
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44 Queen of the South v BendcK . — 
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45 Moo v Itosa Caumy 

., 48 ArtBOBtfl v IMantrase ...._ : 

47 Forfar v Efest Surfing 
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49 Queen's Park v Cowdenbeath 

TOMORROW 

ttnUomride FoertbaH League 
First Division ■ . . 

Qystd Palace vQPHOL.0) 

• VXxtfCup ondoOx* baton tbnwix, post 20 


SPORTING DIGEST 


70UH NWICH (Ikst oaf of three) PBrtfcWfea 
nates 53 for l; Western flustraia 293 far 6 
dec (M ijBwnder 51, A Gfctmst lOSnoi. 


. ramMyjfcrt rfexh Ne« 

South WBes 264 (M Beean 79, G Matthau 
45): Victoria 68 far 1. Brisbane (third dwt 
Queensland 244 IG Fctw82no. U ln« 4® 
and 1 for 0: Taanana 308 and 1T6 

Football 

l3eAshodt^BR»>^'sfa(7T)erfog- 
tand UrvJw-21 international, has rejoined 
■ Preston for £150,000. The 24-jearofcJ. 
who recentty rrnned ® The Hawthorns 
attar a spefl on loan at Preston, joined Al- 
bion for £225,000 m 1993- 
ian McNeill, the former W^n and 
Shrewsbury manager, has resisted as 
chief scout of Botton wanderers. 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE FWuta 
ohamw Ite 26 Nov; 9teneM Utrf v Swtrv 


MEW (Sta^tob, UAEfrSii Lento 306 
oven); PaUaffln 131 (36 oven), tot Unfa 
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FOOTBALL 

RESULTS 
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Qcorgta's KaW» Kriadze sent off. 86. 
At Dynamo Sndhm.BBtairi 
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H,Rrw Haworth 1 

AtFufiFamSUOlum,&w& 

OTHER THES: towp Mm fUreM* Alberta 
'3iWnert*2. . 

Katlonalrla Foottwfl Lu^M 
Hnt DbWea 

i mi urttoM Pi -3 BiUnrtCtW t3) -3 
Dsttan 4i VtfaMeS 

Lawson 45 £ *9* ,1 3 

fBS 38 ' 

MnamnoNM. hundly (hmoujio: 
TTiafeno 0 BUteate 4 lW«tw 10. 15. 
ttanad)ra«40, bcrmlnv 5®. . 

WORLD CUP African am B«W T* 

(Cateo): EjJWK 7 NamlbiB 1 ' 


tD 03nsns»Jtti (£250X0% Jaeon Condy tde- 
fender) Tooennaffi Id Ipswich (toan); John 
Drajw (defended Stahe to Bndtad Qty 
iwoedamd leek Bobbie Petater Bonart* 
Oortn^tDRoeftdata(noir«nalfee);Itaneit 
Rowbothw flbnmnDStws«tuiymBeter 
(tree): John WMfcer Inudflektet Gmrshr to 
MereSeVd tnommstm. Mo Fenfinand tde- 
fender] West Ham roBounemom (toanJiital 
WohertfOft ufetender) Rotherham tDfmfer 
doenKMnTejitoriforaaiO UttonnCold)- 
cster (loan): SJuneO'Nete (rndtieldsO Not- 
Mnm Forest u Coierane itoani; Stephen 

Hapqr(03a««epeON0wHStlBBGaiesnead 

Scent. 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND WffiBWl TEAM 
(European Under^l OntepiafebtevIpB- 
Ud. IWjmi* P«*. OuMfrv too»t»: 
rfVlWMfeduftCaff (Tonsrmana. K«»t«r 
(LMBpoei), Wenel (Kackbum). Daicy fTa- 
tonhamj, OToefe (Covertly), OTWtoiatJliM- 
OBbnam. Bbmb Watte Gnurttw. Foley 
(WtWesJ. Botend [Cowtroyl, FarraflyWston 
VBraSrtK»dm:tto%ICryg4Paaort.Ma- 
tun (Tremwe). Laondera iCWW). Coeteto 
(Covertly). ffCoawr Sfeddenfekh. 
SCOIUND UNDSMU. TEAM IBrtpm 
Uader-21 Cha mpfe nt te p v Sweden, «m- 


mamocW: top. fWmMrtOT). Dwta 
(Wbemfen). » table (Heand, m™Mi 
(H eats), BB« (S« tom). ftownJAb- 
enter), Ymng tMwdto), Boner ffteth}, 
KwnBthB (Dundee), Haper (HtemarQ. 

Qo|f 

Brftain viob tntfwd platayessanlaywhan 
bod weather again disrupted the 


women's World Amateur learn Cham- 
pionships in Santa Rosa, Philippines. 
Janice Mootfie was Britain’s best flret- 
roufo scorer wfth a three-under-par 69. 
Heavy rains during the first day's 
prompted officiate to suspend pay 
twice and reduce the tournament worn 
72 to 54 holes. 

Laura Davies made a good start seek- 
fog her third straight ttoen title with a 
four-under-par 68 for a one-stroke 
lead m incessant rain yesterday In 
Chosei, Japan. 

nOEN WOMEN'S TOURNAMENT (CtxMoi. 
tun) Bcct-roond sconut (ifM 

urtew stated): GSLDaifcstDlfi): 68 M to 
rat f Wdo; Y Mmoyama; 70 M Nomura; 71 
A Fufcushlma; A OhBnoto; Ko Woo-soon (5 
KorJTY Saco; M Furuja: M Oram. 

WOMBTS WORLD AMATEUR 1EHI CHAM- 
PWHSHIPS (Santa tort. PMBpfripto 
143 US; 144 Colombia; L48 Spain. Britain, 
Italy: 147 South Korea. New Zealand, Tatvarv 
148 Canada. Demurfe J49 Australia. Swe 
dsr. 150 Brart. Finland; 151 South Africa. 
AUSTRALIAN OPEN CHAUnONSHte (Mo*- 
fnoru) Laadlnc ueon4«oaiid scorn* 
(GBor Wuntere stated): 129CDfenati lAu6) 
6B 71- M Umi (AUS) 68 71. 140 A Ifead (US! 
72 68 141 D Kovama (Jo»n) 71 70. 142 
Stamm (MZ) 71 71. 144 LNeumarm (Swe) 

72 72: K Webb (Aus) 72 72 : K Marshal 71 

73; J Grafter yuis] 73 7 L 345 KGofoan (US) 

71 74. 146 S Marttn-CDU) fUSI 71 75; C 
Matthew. 72 74; J Steonenson tAusl 72 74; 
KW4S5 (US) 74 72. Others: 149 D ReU 72 
77; H Wtetovorth 75 74. 183 J Money 79 
74; C Hail 77 76, 

JOHNNIE WALKS SUPER TOUR (Manila) 
TOto-romd scons: 209 E Els <5A) 67 71 
71 211 C Monravmna (Sou 68 72 71: l 
Woosnam (Wafi 68 70 73. 212 Im 
(TaD 67 73 72. 214 Park Nam-sm (SKoreal 
67 72 75. 221 V (RjO 72 717a 223 
CPtaphS (Thai 75 71 77.225 FCasaa (PhD 
7176 7a 

lee hockey 

NHt Edmorton 6 Boston a, Pntadefehla 5 
Buffeto 2; Ftonda 4 wumnflon 2: Ottawa 6 
Toronto 2; New Jersey aCtwafio 2 las An- 
gfees 4 Montreal 1. 

PREMIER LEAGUE; Suandon WiklcstB 8 
Kingston Ha»*s 5. 

Rugby Union 

Federico Mendes, Bath's new hooker, 
is in Areentina's side to meet South 
Africa m the first of two Tests in 
Buenos Aires today Mendez is due to 


make Ws Bath debut on 2 December 
against Western Samoa. 

"The venue to South West's game 
against South Africa A on 20 Novem- 
ber has been moved from Bath to Ex- 
eter because of a dispute between the 
RFU and Epruc. The march against Ar- 
gentina wiH being played at Redruth on 
24 November and Queensland at New- 
bury on 28 November. 

TOUR MATCH (Hnddt): Scotland A 32 South 
Africa A IS. Scodafld A: Trite Lee, Kerr. MchoL 
Bums; VaaatUes Hodja 7x Cornmtons 
Hod0r 3. South AMea Jklto Du Tort. Goosen. 
PaoaWM Smith 2, Du Toft. 


Southern 24 Grangemouth Zfc Jed-Porest 62 
Uangnotm 7; Keteo £1 Haw** 30. 

SOUIH WEST (v south AMea A, EWter. 20 
November): C Cttflng iGtoucesteO; B Jobo- 
eoo (Newbisy). A Turner (Beier), N Osman 
(Newbury), G Sharp (Herteyj: A Green, A 
ttannflor ihoth Bceter); A Wtndo (GKuoas- 


wn, K Brooittag (Beer). A Detesn (Ooucee- 
ter). R Baxter (Exatorj. A Btarton or n, j 
Honobta, l Patten, D Ewes (oapQ (al Coven- 
by). Roprteement*: J Dawk (lytiney), M 
Maptotoft (Ghxicester). J Dfddtj (Rugby Li- 
ons). P eutbWge (Reading}. N Carter 
lOoucoaert. D Pratt fftoarteg. 

Soootor 

VAMLOOUP(Ban^<oK)Ea>f»8nab(feotbhc 
o( Ireland KEngand 109. ilri to); FOBnen 
lost to P Erxfen 21-93. S Murphy lost to R 
(TSuftwnO-96, K Doherty HN Bond 68-43, 
ffErten tn O'StAvai 75-12, Murphy tt Bond 
6&64. Doheny bt Ebdon 7&40, OBrfen lost 
to Bona 2S-82. Murphy tat to Ebdon 9-141, 
DOherty kW ® CTSuffluan 1934. CfWm tx 
Ebdon 74-6. Murphy bst to CTSuttvan 9-65, 
Doheny bt Bond 89-38. Murphy tn Ebdon 
64-34, Drteity bt CTSulivan 76-27. 0'Bren 
loS to Bond 1S€7, Dohgny W EMon 75*67. 
O'Bto tost to O’Suftvan 0-135 (112 breaw. 
Murptb tel id Bond 21-71. Doheny ttOSUB- 
van 68-37, 

Stfuatf 1 

QBRMAN MASTHtS (Norton] Mart that 
round: J Pwrer iCari) a S Baker (Aus) 15-9 

16- 0 15-6: D Hants fEn0 bt M Heath (SCO) 

17- 14 15-6 15-12: A Hd (Aus) te B Maren 
(Awl 15-12 13-15 17-15 12-16 15-12: M 
CWOner (EriU) bt D fljan (61) 17-14 15^ 
11-15 16-ia S Part* (Enfl bt M CNms fEnfl 
16-17 8-1515-6 15-4 36-li; P Not IScW 
«AGou0r (WaO 12-15 15-10 15-7 17-15-, 
C WtaNor (Eng) bt H Wens (GW) 15-9 15-12 
15-14; R Eilto tAu&j H C Rowland (Aus) 8-15 


Hockey 

BIU.COUMU. 


A busj- weekend of league and 
cup hockey includes the lop 
four Premier sides playing each 
other today, with second-placed 

Reading visiting Cannock and the 
leaders. Old Loughtonkins, trav- 
elling to fourth-placed Southgate. 

At tbe bottom, Havant, with 
no points, entertain Guildford, 
who last weekend came from 
behind to beat Reading 5-3. 


15-10 15-17 15-7 15-8. Women's first 
mind; M Martin (Ausl bt R Macrae I Eng) 9-5 
9-4 S-0: S Wright (Eng) bt P Beans (N21 9-5 
4-99-3 9-2; C Nttch ISA) bt S Homer (Eng) 
94 9-2 10-9: C Owens (Aus) btJ wason (NZ) 
9-2 9-1 9-2; S Schone iGort bt T Weefcs (Ausl 
6-9 9-10 9-3 9-7 9-3: C Jackman iEng) (X 
J Marlin (Eng) 9-6 9-2 9-6; L (rung lAuSj bt 
F Genes OEnff 9-7 9? 96; S FfeGeraU (Aus) 
bt J Tranlied IEng) 9-7 9-1 9-fi. 

Tennis 

HELLMAW6 CUP (SanttaCD, CMe) IMn’s 
ttn&o*, Mcond round: Mims IQW) U M 
ZatsMB (Art) 6-3 7-6; F MaraAa ISpi ht F Soi)- 
■an 4-66-3 6-3: F Mehmra (84 bt J Oaz 
(So) 6-1 3-6 6-3: O &OK. (fier) bUAMote- 
jon (Ecul 1-6 6-4 7-6. 

STOCKHOUt OPSl Socond round: PFrato- 
eon (S«ei bt W huRi (Svra) 7-5 7-6. Quartsr- 
flaabc T Mamn (US) K B ReneWiK (US) 6-2 

6- 2; M Norman I See) R v spades (US) 6-3 i 

7- 6 i T Enqwsi (Swo) M P Frtdrtcsson (Svw) 
6-2 6 - 0 . 

KREMLIN CUP {Moscow): Quarter -filiate: 0 

PmosD (Geft bt A Cf V,cv^ T-5 6-2; *1 1 

Kafcmfcov (Ru&) « 6 Black Qnu 7-6 6-2; G 
luemedc (Doe) R P Korda (Cz Rep) 7-5 6-0; 

A OTUwn iDS) R S SchaAon (Noth 93 7-6. 

BANK OF 1XE WEST CLASSIC WOMSTS 
TOURNAMENT (Oakland, CaAfomb) Soccod 
round: E LMn/Bna (Rusj MM) Femanfez 
(US) 6-3 6-1: 1 SpRea (Bom) w p Suana (Ar0 
6-2 6-1. QuarfaNfinab M Hms ISvwj utL 
Wun (US) 6-3 6-2. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The points that foe 39 -year- 
old Chester Jets guard, Russ 
Saunders, needs from to- 
morrow’s game at Newcas- 
tle to become foe first play- 
er to reach 8,000 career 
points in basketball's Bud- 
weiser League. 


Havant's Premiership sur- 
vival could rest on the outcome 
of tomorrow’s cup game, when 
Beeston visit Yeovil and Sher- 
borne. If his side loses, the 
Yeovil captain, Rob HiD. the for- 
mer Great Britain and Havant 
penalty corner specialist, could 
return to help his old dub fight 
for survival. 

Since Hill's successor, Callum 
Giles, left for the Dutch club 
HGM at the beginning of the 
season. Havant have struggled. 
Hill's return could be crucial. 


Bett ready to 
gamble on 
Americans 

Basketball 


In a week when two more Emi- 
gres returned to the Budweiser 
League from Continental dubs. 
Mick Bett, the Thames Valley 
Tigers coach, is waiting for his 
full quota of five Americans to 
make an impact on the season, 
writes Richard Taylor. 

After seven league defeats 
out of eight, and a “crisis meet- 
ing'’ this week between Bett, the 
players and the owner John 
Nike, Tigers produced one of 
their most combative perfor- 
mances of the season on Thurs- 
day, a 92-89 defeat against league 
leaders, London Leopards. 

“A lot was said at the meeting 
but it’s only on court we can turn 
things around." Bett said “Wbre 
a losing team and some of the 
plawrs have not been taking the 
situation seriously enough."’ 

Tigers are at home to Crys- 
tal Palace in the 7-Up trophy 
tonight. 

The England internationals. 
Carl Miller and Kurt Samuels, 
who joined Portuguese and Ital- 
ians dubs m the summer, face 
each other tonight for their new 
teams. Samuels plays for Birm- 
ingham Bullets against Miller's 
visiting Newcastle Eagles. 
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Tyson the terrible 

Ken Jones on tonight’s WBA heavy- 
weight title fight, page 26 
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In Monday’s 20-page 
sports section 

Darren Gough talks to Ian Stafford 


m 
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Adams leads the search for a psychological 



Football 

IAN RIDLEY 
reports from Tbilisi 

Glenn Hod die, it seemed, was 
sending more messages yester- 
day than poor civil war- 
dainaged Tbilisi’s hard-pressed 
communications system could 
cope with, as all struggled to 
phone home, on the eve of Eng- 
land's World Cup u notifying 
match against Georgia. 

In choosing Tom' Adams as his 

captain, Hoddle has sought to 
bridge the gap between Eupho- 
ria ’96 and the rather more 
dour business of qualifying for 
the World Cup in France *98. He 
also believes that it illustrates a 
wider poim of change for the bet- 
ter. In addition, be sees the real 
goal of victory as giving England 
a significant mental edge over 
their nearest group rivals. Italy. 


Adams, a veteran of hostile 
foreign fields with Arsenal to 
boot, takes over from the in- 
jured Alan Shearer as team 
leader and is rewarded not just 
for his form m his dub’s ascent 
to the top of the Premiership, 
but also his altered attitude as 
he enters the third month of his 
recovery from alcoholism. 

“The main thing has been his 
form after his knee operation," 
Hoddle said. “He has probably 
come back leaner after his in- 
jury than he has ever looked in 
the last three or four years. 

That’s probably significant in the 

fact that he & addressing his 
oLher problem. To me, he has 
looked sharper and has played 
consistently well this season. 

“And the fact that he is try- 
ing to put things right, that 
might be a good example not 
just for the players, but for 
everyone," Hod die added. “I 


think that's the point we are fry- 
ing to make tins week. He’s a 
super examplein many ways of 
how people can turn their lives 
around and he’s getting his just 
reward for it" 

Adams and David Seaman in 
goal arc probably the only cer- 
tain selections. Last night Hod- 
dte wanted to check on ankl e 
injuries to Gareth Southgate 
and Stuart Pearce at training in 
the Boris Paichaidze stadium, 
and the state of the pitch, as well 
as talking to Paul Gascoigne one 
last time before deriding on his 
line-up. “It will be a football 
discussion," he insisted of the 
Gazza summit. 

The coach did reveal that he 
would be retaining the 3-5-2 
shape of the team, with the com- 
position of the midfield cruriaL 
He is concerned about that 
area of the Georgians - “Where 
their strength is". 


w ADMofcwBj • • 

' • y Georgia- 
st TO*, Wfcy, iWwoteOtor .: " 
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For that reason, if Gascoigne 
- a liability defensively against 
Poland last month- does play, 
Hodcfle is likely to install an 
extra ball winner in midfield. 


■ ADAMS. ’ .‘V 

-ARSENAL- 

• * :■ * 
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possibly David Batty, and 
eschew the flair players 
Matthew Le Ussier and Steve 
McManaman, retying instead on 
Teddy Sheringham and David 


Beckham m that department At 
the bade we could see three 
more recognisable central de- 
fenders, rather than full-backs. 

Besides Georgi Kinkladze, 
the AEK Athens player Temur 
Ketsbaia is also a ball-canying 
wonytriio wfll freed to be coun- 
tered. “The vital period for us 
is the first 25 minutes," Hoddle 
said. “We have to. make sure 
they don’t get on top, because 
if they do, they laveplayers who 
. can respond.* 

Hoddle played for E ngl and 
in a l-0 win against the Soviet. 
Union here 10 years ago but ex- 
pects This to be a different 
atmosphere. “There will be 
more passion," he said. “At 
that time they were under the 
USSR and really wanted to be 
a Republic. En g land played , 
well on the day and the crowd 
turned against their team and 
cheered us, which was an un- 


usual situation. I don’t think - 
that , will happen ~ tomorrow 

The Georgians are dearly a 
talented coDectian of indnkJoalSr 
for whom, consistency is the 
problem. "I haveseen them lose 
0-5 and win 5-0 " Hoddle said. . 
“They are a side with incfivkhials 
who respond to good support and : 
we have to make sure we 
don’t give anything away early 
■doors." " _ 

Should England retain pos- 
session suffiriently-to quell the 
crowd, wresting control of the 
crucial midfield, 'they should 
then have enough defensive 
organisation and striking 
potential to eke out a . victory, . 

aIbeiLnarrow> • 

It would see England three 
points dear Of Italy at the top 
of the group after wins over 
Moldova and Poland, witfrthe . 

home game against the Italians _ 


next up at Wcmbley ia Fcbru--. . 
ary* wncnSheaierwiU retnm as 
captain, if available, as Hodcfle; 
has promised Mm a ; three-gam§ : 
rum . 

- “It. wouldn’t be a.disftsfet^t 
we-drew, but we will be isjijfe 
to wm this game," Hoddle ss§£: L . 
“It issignificartt that tfreltfiS:' 
inns don’t play, competitiv^e . 
this week and if we ge**tle - 
three points again a Geotgja.. 1 
.then going intp the. Wembley, 
game, R.will beiuedgofo is , 

pqieboldgkally . ' 75 ;' " ! 

Indeed, such a rtsulLsboald ' 
there be. telephone lines fo 



only one : nation iwffl xmahiy 

. automatically. It might also be 
more of a fillip temporarily for 
Adams' and . Co titan any ' 
counsellor can provide. 
Captain Adams, plus other 
wbrfd Cup news, page 28 
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Stress forces 
Coppell to 
quit City job 


CITY S GREATEST 
SUPPORTER 


l 


fi-J 


GUY HODGSON 
and ALAN NIXON 


® Il took Manchester 
City six weeks to find 
a new manager and 
33 days to lose him. 
Steve Coppell who 
was appointed on 7 October, re- 
signed from his post at Maine 
Road yesterday, dong health rea- 
sons. The club, too, had a sickly 
pallor at the announcement. 

In a statement, the 41-year- 
old Coppell who will be suc- 
ceeded on a caretaker basis by 
his assistant, Phil Neal re- 
vealed that stress had forced [7 
his hand. “I am not ashamed 
.to admit I have suffered for 
some time from the huge 
pressure I have Imposed 
on myself.” he said. “Since 
my appointment, this has ; 
completely overwhelmed me j 
to such an extent that I can’t 
function in the job in the way , 
I would like to. , 

“As the situation is af- j 
feeling my well-being, I have a 
asked Francis Lee [the club’s a 
chainnanj to relieve me of a 
tny obligation to manage a 
the club on medical advice, a 
I am therefore resigning J 
solely for personal reasons." 

Coppell, looking drawn and 
his voice cracking with emotion, 
said it had been the hardest de- 
cision he had ever made. “I am 
extremely embarrassed by the 
situation and I would like to 
apologise first and foremost to 
Francis Lee and his board, who 
did everything in their power to 
help me. Francis has been par- 
ticularly understanding and I 
would like to thank him for that" 
Coppell also apologised to the 
players and supporters, who 
must wonder what further 


mishap can afflict a dub who 
were relegated from the Pre- 
miership in May and who have 
lived with rumours of takeover 
bids the last six months. The suc- 
cessor will be the club's third 
manager this season after Alan 
Ball resigned in August, and 
their ninth in the past 10 years. 

Lee said that Coppell re- 
vealed his problems at the be- 
ginning of the week and refused 
either to Lake a holiday to re- 
consider, or to be persuaded to 
change his mind. “I have spo- 
ken to him two or three times 
every day tills week,” Lee said. 

LBIli'ttmbnn (Sconthope) 3 (Jays 1959 


2 Dawepassett (C Palace) 4 days 1984 

3 Ron Meades (Cotchesteri 4 days 1953 

4 Jack Crompton (Luton) 7 days 1962 

5 Kewi.CuMs (Swansea) 7 days 1996 

6 UnrWHjd (Exeter) 8 days 1953 

7 Johrwsr.Coctitane (Reading) 13 days 1939 

8 Jmmy MdtaytBofton) IB days 1970 

9 Ptkd WwYrSjprtent) 19 days 1981 
IBIbnilV^^tyfQPR) 28 days 1968 
ll > Rp£Srt^^foifir^iam) 28 days 1920 

12 Stoyia CofjM (Man City) 33 days 1396 

13 DarW fyt&annan (Oldham) 33 days I960 

14 Stove wfcfc (Lincoln) 41 days 1995 

15 Brian Cttugfi deeds) 44 days 1974 

16 Jock Stain deeds) 44 days 1978 

I “He is better than he was on I 
, Monday or Tuesday, when he i 

- was a bit downcast, but he has 1 

i insisted on going and has gone i 
t on holiday with a friend. i 

) “I had a similar problem mv- i 

> self a long lime ago and I know 

> bow he feels. Hc’U be a relieved i 

> lad now he's got it off his mind, ' 

- He’ll be all right. It takes a < 
l strong character to sit there and 

’ read out a statement like thaL" i 
: It was Coppell's honesty and > 

> strength of character that ap- i 
r pealed to Lee in the first place i 


and it will be difficult, as past 
events have proved, to find a man 
of similar calibre. George Gra- 
ham, who has since accepted a 
post at Leeds, and Dave Bassett 
turned down the job after Ball's 
departure, while Howard 
Kendall and Kenny Dalglish 
also rejected the position via the 
media even though, Lee insists, 
they were never offered ft. 

Coppell was City’s third 
choice, but even his appoint- 
ment had an element of gam- 
bling about it as the then Crystal 
Palace technical director had 
been away from management 
for more than three years. His 
1 record in his six matches at 
Maine Road was two wins, a 
draw and three defeats, which 
> leaves the did) in 17th place 
1 in the First Division. 

1 Neal a former manager 
; with Bolton, Coventry and 
j Cardiff, was as stunned as the 
players at Coppell’s depar- 
, ture. “I spoke to Steve last 
Sunday ana beard that be was 
j not well" he said. “1 thought 
i he was just physically sick. I 
i didn’t realise what was 
i underneath ft alL It wasn't 
i once implied that this would 
t be his final derision." 

I Neal revealed that two of 
the City players were literally 
bowled over by the news. Eddie 
McGoIdrick and Paul Dkkov fell 
to the ground in shock. None of 
the players had any idea about 
developments until Neal spoke 
to them after training. 

Where Lee will turn next is any- 
one’s guess. Supporters wekxjmed 
Coppell's appointment, despite his 
connections with Manchester 
United, for whom he played al- 
most -100 times. Although his 
statement has to be taken at face 
value, there will be many won- 
dering if there is a hidden agenda. 






I 


IK' i 


Francis Lee (right), the Manchester City chairman, looks on as Steve Coppell announces Ws resignation as manager yesterday Photo^aph: 


Lee interfering or was money 
promised for transfers not forth- 
coming? Although Coppell has 
made it dear his decision was 
purely personal, it will not make 
it any easier to fiU a position that 
was hot too good to refuse even 
before this latest setback. Asa 
Hartford, the assistant given 
charge of the first team when Ball 
left said he did not want the job. 

Neal now feces the chal- 
lenge that proved too much for 
Coppell, whose throwaway 
comment after his first home 


match carries more significant 
now. “They call Manchester 
Madchester,” he said, "and 
now I know why.” L . 

For a proud, intellighht man 
who said the chance to manage 
City bad left him “excited and 
delighted”, it was a sad day. But 
as Lee himself pointed out yes- 
terday: “There have been too 
many sad days" at Maine Road. 

Coppell's resignation bad 
Howard WiUdnsan, the League 
Managers’ Association chair- 
man, calling on football's 


governing bodies to ease the 
pressure under which managers 
now operate. . 

Wilkinson, himself a manager 
for 15 years before being sacked 
by Leeds in September, said: 
“There is no doubt Cbe game has 
changed dramatically m the last 
10 years in terms of the man- 
ager’s role or the manager’s per- 
ceived role. HI health is not a 
new thing in management, but 
it is an increasing one and it’s 
not enough to say that the pay 
for the job is good" 


Don Howe, the former Arse- 
nal and Coventry manager and 
ex- England coach, sympathised 
with Coppell's .plight ' 
“Steve doesn't make these 


decisions bghtly„ But there’s 
something about Steve CoppelL 
He won’t go and hide away. 
That’s the last thing he’lf do."- 
Zola signing finaHsejl, page 29 
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ACROSS 

I Cooked, glowing with heat 
in oven? On the contrary 
(7) 

5 Large lorry to which Uw 
French object (7) 

9 Insist on self-defence? 
(52.4.4) 

10 Attendant Dually spots rub- 
bish (5) 

I I Clearlv taking one in with- 
out a fuss (9) 

12 Ring-side seat for me! (5- 
4) 

14 Displav jtrinripled rcsis- 

15 Old coin one found in lb be 
(5) 

lb Voices raised in arguments 
beside river (9) 

IS An allergy unfortunately 
affecting the voice-box (9) 

21 Peculiarity ] observed in 
Italian restaurant (5) 

22 At tine's peak age? 
(13JL3i) 

23 Forcibly extract informa- 
tion about round prison (7) 

24 Quickly charge, without 
great intent (7) 


DOWN 


1 Dish with rice - it's mixed 
with roots (7) 

2 No actor, apparently, in 
Disney feature? (8,7) 

3 Be encouraged and make 
plans for a transplant? 
(4.5) 

4 After a climb, out-of-con- 
ditkm Dave's first to wilt 
(5) 

5 Relative breaking rule 
about appearing initially 
uudad? (2,7) 

6 Experience some nourish- 
ment as terrible (5) 

7 Date Roman poet's 
brought and arraigned? (5- 
10 ) 

8 fried ornamenting sad 


Giddins 'hopeful’ as 
drug ban is upheld 


■ii 




Friday’s solution 


uiumuuuuiuuui 
U tl 13 13 10 b U 
UlUUULUntlllB UIUEiU 
13 111 LI U li 111 13 
UI2UHU1H HUHfcJBUCJtf 

li 13 y a u u 

UQfcJHUil BUHUUUlldKJ 

u i3 in u y fri 
OUUUhlHUU uuuuuu 

10 LI □ LI Li li 

mauuiauuB hububh 
til U El □ Id u a 
□□bit] ULIUhlllldldUH 
U III U LS U til U 
□liJHUauiilliJHEl 


Last Saturday's solution 


kiuiuuuuuH maunum 
u H U u U Cl E! 
HtdUU mjLKSUQIlDQfi 

U 13 U H (J 13 tl 
aucicjiauQUHL] uqiiki 
□ a n li y 
HlilUUCI UUBEQHGlda 

U a u 

0UQUBUBHEJ UU&Qa 

Cj Ell u a 13 

mwi HtaasaiilHHIiaii] 

u n m n □ u a 

HaauuiaaaQu luhuh 

H Li 13 13 13 U 13 I 

auauaia usEiauBUBl 


13 C/uiet period for opposing 
stales separated by oceans 

14 Where suckers are parted 
from their lolly? Yes and 
no (5-4) 

15 Stupid person runs every- 
one aver during fail ure (7) 

17 Saturday is this setter, we 
bear; he hopes to do this! 

„ I 7 ) . , 

19 Move gingerly, being near- 
ly naked, say, on rising (5) 

20 Lecturer’s attention occu- 
pied by overture from 
Haydn (a composer) (5) 


The find five coned sotndam lo this neck’s puzzle opened next Thnrs- 
day receive hardbacked copies of the new Oxflnd Dkthmuv of Qnotatfotu. 
Answers and "tanas’ names wfll be pubUstwd next Saturday Send sofai- 
tions to SaturtwCrosswort, E O. Bax 4018. The IndepemlnL 1 Canada 
Square, Canary Whart London E14 5BL Mease use the hex number and 
postPide and gire your oiropodtode. Last week’s vdBaerteJ M>«A. 
tex: fo Tenj^e^ Hoi^haot: Rkfaanl Wnren, Covealzy; Stuart Eenhvn; 
London NW7, L Dc Bans, liide ChalftnL 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 


Ed Giddins, the Sussex and 
England A bowler banned for 
19 months when traces of co- 
caine were found during a ran- 
dom drugs test last season, had 
his appeal quashed at Lord’s 
yesterday. In probably their 
last meeting before next year's 
assimilation into the new Eng- 
land Cricket Board, the four- 
man Cricket Cbundl, chaired by 
Judge Desmond Perrett QC, 
upheld the original decision 
made by the Test and County 
Cricket Board in August 
As no fresh evidence was of- 
fered- merely an appeal that the 
sentence was too severe -the de- 
cision came as little surprise. 
With a recent children's poQ 


CfuMnhcU b» Nrtnpapcr PohMung PIC. I CmuJU Spurw. Cmaiy Wtuit Lend* EH fDL anJ p«H»l m Mittw Cnlw Prim. Sc Albans Road. Wadoid 
Back twin JiaiUMe Inn Hrtiim Nnupjjitn, tD-JSn/UinTij 

SnmaB V N vcriltl m 
Rniwudoiw^BpcJuafa Ihc rjJOflkx 



far behind parents in the 1st of 
who they look to for morality, 
even the presence of Michael 
Lawrence, the solicitor who 
managed to overturn the £2,000 
fine levied on Ray Illingworth, 
failed to make any headway. 

“It was an extremely fair 
meeting," Lawrence said. “Ed 
couldn't have wished for a bet- 
ter tribunaL It's a disappointing 
result but he'll just have to 
take iton the chin In the long 
run though, I think he talent, will 
prevail. " 

The meeting which lasted 
just over two and a half hours, 
was obviously draining and 
upon its conclusion, Giddins was 


immediately driven away by his 
agent, Gareth James, returning 
an hour later to face questions 
from the press. _ 

“Fm very upset. Even angry. 
Which is unusual for me,” said 
Giddins, normally an unusually 
cheery cove for a fast bowler, al- 
beit one with an alternative slant 
that did not always sit comfort- 
ably with the old pros in the Sus- 
sex dressing-room. When asked 
what he was going to do now, he 
quipped: “Go to the pub.” 

The derision leaves the 25- 
year-old Giddins, unceremo- 
niously dumped by Sussex, 
without any obvious means of 
support. “Cricket has been my 
life for a long time now,” he 
said. Tmnot going fo leave it 
The reason I appealed is be- 
cause I wanted to be playing 
first-class cricket next season. 
That, and aJ3 the supportive let- 
ters Fve had from me public.” 

Responding to rumours drat 
10 coontieswereinterested in 
signing him Giddins added: 
“There have been some good 
talks recently and I hope to be 
able to sign a contract next 
week." That may be wishful 
thinking now that his ban re- 
mains in place until April 1998. 

His plans for the short term 
revolve around openinga shop ■ 
in Parson's Green, selling 
Christmas trees in partnership 
with Surrey’s Nadeem Shahid. 
Perhaps that, more than the 
ban, will make trim realise the 
folly of his ways. 

Thfnefl’snew leaf; page 25 
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